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In early 1901, William Sylvester Harley, who was only 22 years old, developed a design for a small 115 cc engine. For the next two years, Harley and his childhood friend Arthur Davidson worked on a motorized bicycle using the garage at their friend Henry Melk's home. The work was completed by 1903 with the help of Arthur's brother. Upon completion of the work, the young men realized that their creation was not able to conquer even the modest hills of Milwaukee without the help of pedals. For this reason, Harley and Davidson decided to leave their motorized bike as their first, not very successful experience.


Following this, work immediately began on a new, more modern motorcycle. This first "real" Harley-Davidson motorcycle had a 405 cc engine weighing just under 13 kg. The new advanced frame was similar to that of the 1903 Milwaukee Merkel motorcycle (designed by Joseph Merkel, creator of Flying Merkel). A tubular frame and a larger engine made the new Harley-Davidson model no longer a motorized bicycle, but a motorcycle in the modern sense. Engineer Ole Evinrud, one of the pioneers of American engine building, helped to develop the new motor.


The prototype of the new motorcycle was created in a 3 by 5 meter shed in the courtyard of the Davidson family. Most of the major assemblies, however, were made elsewhere, most notably at the West Milwaukee Railroad Depot where the elder brother, William A. Davidson, worked as a toolmaker. The prototype was completed on September 8, 1904, and took part in the motorcycle races at State Fair Park on the same day. The driver was Eduard Hildebrand, he finished fourth. This race was the first documented appearance of a Harley-Davidson motorcycle.


In January 1905, the first small advertisement appeared in the Automobile & Cycle Trade Journal, announcing that Harley-Davidson engines were available for sale. In April, all motorcycles were sold, but in very limited quantities. That year, the first Harley-Davidson dealer, Carl Land of Chicago, sold three motorcycles out of a dozen assembled in the barn.


Later, this legendary shed was placed in the center of an already real factory on Avenue Juneau, where it stood for many decades as a memory of the humble origins of the iconic motorcycle company. Later, unfortunately, the barn was accidentally destroyed by contractors hired in the early 1970s to clean up the factory yard.
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The classic motorcycle design, which is still used today, was invented by the Werner brothers - literary men who published the magazine Around the World in the 1880s.


In 1891 they moved to France, where they made a living repairing cameras and typewriters. Fascinated by motorcycle technology, the brothers created their own version of the motorcycle in 1901 - with a motor located in the lower corner of a metal frame and electric ignition. Former publishers called the brainchild "modestly" - "New Werner". The motorcycle turned out to be more stable while driving than the models known at that time, which turned out to be the key to good sales. Subsequently, the design became the basis for all other motorcycles.


Arthur Davidson and William Harley, who lived in America, in Milwaukee, and William Harley, who lived in America, in Milwaukee, and collected the first Harley-Davidson in an old barn, borrowed the idea of the Werners almost faster than anyone else.























harley davidson owners manual pdf










Download Harley Davidson Service Manuals



















harley davidson manuals
In 1909, the newly minted company made a breakthrough by introducing a motorcycle with an engine that had two cylinders spaced 45 degrees relative to each other. The engine capacity was 812 cm3, and its power reached 7 liters. with., he received the name V-Twin. This modified motor continues to live on in today's H-D models.
Today, the descendants of Harley-Davidson founders William Harley, who died in 1943, and Arthur Davidson, who died in a car accident in 1950, continue to hold key positions in the company and actively participate in model development.
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241,500 euros
For this amount, Pope Francis's Harley-Davidson Dyna Super Glide bike was sold at Bonhams in England in February 2014 (his biker jacket was sold for 57,500 euros). On the motorcycle tank was the inscription: Francesco. It was presented to the pontiff a year earlier, during the celebration of the 110th anniversary of the American brand.
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Following mom
Today Harley-Davidson is renowned for its provocative approach to advertising, with an emphasis on neglect of traditional family values, love for freedom and its own coolness. So, one of the H-D posters says that in the ranking of the most popular words for tattoos, the word "mom" is in first place, and Harley-Davidson is in second.
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Second skin
H-D gave the world not only motorcycles, but also another symbol of the era. The signature black leather jacket has become the unspoken uniform of bikers and metalworkers.
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Break away
In 2014, Harley-Davidson ventured into the LiveWire electric motorcycle. True, until it hits retail, but becomes a participant in the race on the main American motorcycle routes.
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Keeping order
During World War II, Harley-Davidson motorcycles first appeared in the Soviet Union. After the victory, the Moscow police drove them. Today, the metropolitan policemen most often use BMW motorcycles.


For 6 years Harley-Davidson Motor Company tried to patent the sound of its engines as a trademark. Since 1994, the company defended this idea, but gave up and did not become the second after Zippo, which registered the sound as a trademark.
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