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integrated approach to 
the use of Mandarin 
Chinese, especially for 
business purposes, to 
enhance authentic 
language learning 
experiences via the 
Internet. Students in 
groups of 3-4 will work 
collaboratively on a 
task-oriented project, 
which is similar to the 
Project-Oriented CALL 
(PrOCALL) project 
described by Debski (2000). 
Students will be assigned 
to search and browse 
Chinese web pages 
regarding restaurant 
commercials. At the 
same time, the teacher 
will provide prompt 
questions in Chinese to 
help students analyze the 
rhetoric effectiveness of 
the commercials for 
restaurant marketing and 
promotions. Students, on 

the other hand, need to 
keep a record of the 
visual images, texts, 
slogans, restaurant 
descriptions, and web 
page layout that they 
think are useful.  

The teacher will then 
have students in groups 
to design a flyer for a 
Chinese restaurant with 
the open software 
packages: a paint 
program (Gimp) and a 
draw program (Inkscape) 
to edit visual images and 
produce special effects, 
and desktop publishing 
software (Scribus) to 
design the layout of the 
entire flyer. Only 
Chinese is allowed in 
class. Terms for 
technology in Chinese 
will also be provided. 
After the final product is 
complete, students will 
listen to audio clips or 

video clips on computers 
about successful 
restaurant marketing 
advertising ideas, 
strategies and plans in 
Chinese. Students can 
take notes and then 
compare and contrast the 
flyers they have 
produced with the criteria 
described in the audio or 
video. At last, they are 
required to use Scribus to 
write a 500 word report 
in Chinese to narrate the 
process of making the 
flyer and their reflections 
upon the strengths and 
weaknesses of the project. 
An oral presentation will 
also be included. The 
teacher will evaluate the 
final product based on 
the overall effectiveness 
of communication, 
especially the use of 
Mandarin Chinese, and 
the use of technology.

The Standard Chart

Since the desktop 
publishing project is 
much more complex than 
the digital imaging 
project, I think for the 
most part students will 
need all the knowledge in 
the “Applicable 
Standards” chart to 
succeed. First and 
foremost, the desktop 
publishing project calls 
for the incorporation of 
the four language skills: 

reading, listening, 
speaking and writing, 
students thus need 
organizational 
knowledge, specifically, 
grammatical and textual 
knowledge, to use the 
target language. In 
addition, unlike the 
digital imaging project, 
the desktop publishing 
project emphasizes on 
collaborative learning. 
Students, one the other 

hand, need to have 
pragmatic knowledge, 
especially functional 
knowledge to ensure 
effective communication. 
Finally, the audio or 
video provides students 
the opportunity of 
applying their 
sociolinguistic 
knowledge to the 
interpretation of its 
content. 



 

Technical Specs 
 Image Source Main Manipulation  Image Credits 

A Chinese restaurant flyer 

Restaurant Interior Webpage Resized ylyhotel.home.sunbo.net

Waiter & Clients  Webpage Resized ylyhotel.home.sunbo.net

Chinese Lantern Webpage Filters were applied flickr.com 

Chinese & US National Flag Webpage Resized icon.com 

Visa, Master & Union pay  Webpage Resized & layers
Added

Bankofchina.org 

An ordinary breakfast  Digital camera Filters applied &
Layers added

Digital camera photos 

A report 

Great Wall Webpage Resized flickr.com 

Chinese restaurant interior Webpage Resized & filters
Applied

flickr.com 

Chinese dishes  Webpage Resized  baidu.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Application of Design Principles 
Principle Application Justification 

Gestalt Principles of 
Perception-Proximity 

The left panel of 
the Chinese 

restaurant flyer 

The three components of the 
restaurant interior are close to each 

other   

Gestalt Principles of 
Perception-Similarity 

The left panel of 
the Chinese 

restaurant flyer 

The three components of the 
restaurant interior share many 

visual characteristics and therefore 
complement each other 

Gestalt Principles of 
Perception-closure 

The right panel of 
the Chinese 

restaurant flyer 

The visual of the breakfast and its 
textual description can complete a 

pattern or form 

Gestalt Principles of 
Perception- 
continuance 

The middle panel 
of the Chinese 
restaurant flyer 

The textual description of the 
business hours and location of the 
Chinese restaurant come together 
according to symmetry, regularity 

and bring smoothness 

Gestalt Principles of 
Perception- 
emphasis 

The first character 
in the textual 

description of both 
the flyer and the 

report   

The enlarged first character can 
create visual contrast and engage 

readers immediately and also signal
the start of the entire paragraph. 

Steps to visual 
excellence-repetition 

The bottom of the 
report 

To use the same element, for 
example, Chinese dishes, to 

facilitate recognition and stress 
unity 

Steps to visual 
excellence-contrast  

The middle panel 
of the Chinese 
restaurant flyer 

The color of the text (white) and the 
background (red & black) to 

highlight differences for easier and 
quicker detection and memorization

Steps to visual 
excellence-alignment 

The typography of 
the titles on each 

panel of the 
Chinese restaurant 

flyer 

Use common borders and edges to 
facilitate grouping 



Steps to visual 
excellence-oversimpli

fied manipulation 

The textual 
explanation of the 

objects in the visual
image of the 

ordinary Chinese 
breakfast  

Prevent message distortion 
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REFLECTION 
 

With its first 

appearance in the writing 
task on the next 
generation TOEFL 
Internet-based test (IBT), 
the integrated task has 
become more and more 
widely recognized and 
accepted by test agencies, 
academic institutions, 
and English language 
teachers as an effective 
way of assessing L2 
learner’s knowledge and 
understanding of English. 
An important reason for 
its popularity is that it 
calls for a learner’s 
command of L2 in 
genuine academic or 
occupational settings, 
and as such it can help 
learners strengthen their 
skills in reading, listening, 
speaking and writing. 

Echoing this trend in 
English teaching, 
learning, and testing, my 
desktop publishing 
project is designed to 
evaluate the overall 
performance of learners 
of Mandarin Chinese 

within a specific business 
context. Similar to the 
Project-Oriented CALL 
(PrOCALL) project 
(Debski, 2000), the 
strength of my project is 
that it can improve 
learning processes and 
outcomes by increasing 
authentic interaction, 
allowing learners greater 
autonomy, and providing 
content more relevant to 
students’ lives and 
careers (Warschauer, 
2000). Furthermore, my 
project requires students 
to undergo a learning 
process before the final 
product is completed. 
Specifically, students 
will be exposed to 
authentic materials, have 
the opportunity to 
experience critical 
thinking, and learn to 
conduct daily 
conversations and 
express ideas with the 
Chinese language. This is 
especially important for 
intermediate learners 
since they have 
knowledge of basic 
Chinese, and they want 
intensive training in both 
functional and 

sociolinguistic 
knowledge, such as 
speech acts and register, 
to be able to 
communicate smoothly 
in real-life situations. 

 
On the other hand, the 

use of technology is 
critical to L2 learners’ 
success in my project: 
students will search the 
Chinese web pages, 
watch video clips on line, 
and type Chinese 
characters with software. 
All of these are 
impossible without 
adequate computer skills 
and internet technology. 
However, as Lewis and 
Atzert (2000) notes, the 
extensive use of 
technology can bring 
learning anxiety. As a 
result, a strategy the 
language teacher can use, 
as we discussed in 
English510 class, is to 
provide students with the 
scaffolding, for example, 
templates, so that 
students only need to 
focus on the target 
language. In addition, 
Toyoda (2000) notices 
that L2 learners are 



inclined to negotiate the 
meaning of the 
technology terms using 
their L1. To minimize the 
chances of using L1 to 
communicate, I will also 
provide the technology 
terms in Chinese and 
explain individually as 
the project progress. 
 

The weakness and also 
the least successful 
aspect of my project is 
the rubric, especially the 
ratio of the use of 
technology and Mandarin 
Chinese in the final grade. 
Clearly the grade should 
be a reflection of both. 
However, students may 
turn in final products of 
inferior technical 
qualities if they find 
language outweigh 
technology. On the other 
hand, they will cast doubt 
on the validity of the use 
of technology if 
technology outweighs 
language. Although fifty 
percent for each can be 
viewed as a compromise 
solution, students will 
feel perplexed and 
frustrated if they are not 
able to see how 
technology can facilitate 
their language learning, 
especially improve their 
performance. 

 
Despite this 

drawback, I believe the 

desktop publishing 
project has the potential 
to enhance SLA process. 
According to my 
experience of teaching 
Mandarin Chinese to 
American college 
students, most learners 
showed a great interest in 
business Chinese. 
Therefore, students are 
motivated. In addition, 
students will be able to 
develop their 
communication skills 
through the project. It 
requires, first of all, a 
written form of outcome. 
However, students will 
be directed to perform 
communication tasks in 
oral as well. Reading 
could be integrated as 
part of their research 
result in the form of an 
annotated bibliography. 
Active listening, an 
essential aspect of 
communication skills that 
has been highlighted in 
Chinese language 
classrooms, will also be 
brought to the center. It is 
an effective method of 
preparing students for 
collaborative work as 
well. 

 
If I can do this project 

again, I will pay more 
attention to typography, 
page layout and the 
principles of design. 
Since Chinese characters 

and alphabetical letters 
are vastly different, 
establishing a visual 
hierarchy through some 
typography, such as Serif 
and font types other than 
Ms Mincho, is not 
feasible when designing 
a Chinese flyer. 
Therefore, I will need to 
figure out the visual 
organization and visual 
hierarchy specific to the 
features, such as shape 
and space, of Chinese 
characters. In addition, it 
is necessary for me to 
explore the application of 
Gestalt Principles of 
Perception, especially 
“All together” to achieve 
visual excellence. Lastly, 
I can see the point of 
good planning, especially 
thumbnail sketch and 
methods of preparation, 
in creating a satisfactory 
product. 

 
The project mirrors my 

teaching philosophy in 
that it keeps a balance 
between the four 
language skills. Students 
have more autonomy to 
exploit their own 
creativity and initiative. 
The teacher can use 
pedagogical interventions 
only when he or she sees 
necessary. Technology, 
on the other hand, can 
facilitate rather than 
distract language 



teaching and learning in the project.

 


