
Hello all!  

 

Today I’m going to deliver my presentation which I have aptly named – How to 

engineer an A star in First language English. Being an aspiring automotive engineer, I 

intend to use this presentation to deliver a comprehensive, detailed comparison 

between writing  essay-type answers in an IGCSE first language English examination 

which will fetch you an A* grade and engineering a high-performance supercar, such 

as the car in this schematic drawing, which I’m sure a lot of you have already guessed 

is the Audi R8. So, let’s get started. 
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This network of metal bars and frames that you see here might seem quite 

unimportant but it is actually the chassis of the car, one of the most crucial 

components of a car. It forms the foundation of a car and its essay equivalent would 

be, somewhat surprisingly, the question. Writing an A* answer requires a thorough 

understanding of the question, which is why it is absolutely necessary to scan, read 

and then analyze a question before you even start answering it. This is even truer in 

the case of language analysis/writer’s effect and summary writing questions as those 

are the questions which are designed to test your reading and analyzing skills.  
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It doesn’t take a genius to figure out that this is an engine. More specifically, though, 

it’s the Audi R8’s 4.2 liter FSI equipped V8 engine. This is what powers the Audi R8 

in a surprisingly similar way as to how your planning of your answer powers your 

answer. Putting little or no planning into your answer would be like having the Audi 

R8 being run by the miserable, little  four cylinder engine from a Toyota Corolla. It 

would be far from impressive. For argumentative essays, it is vital that you have all 

your arguments clearly planned. For narrative writing, you should know what the 

climax of your essay is going to be before you start writing. And for descriptive 

writing, you should focus on creating mood and setting and on describing what you 

see and feel and on how you’re going to go about presenting detailed descriptions.  

 

Immediately after the planning has been dealt with, comes the opening paragraph 

which also plays an important role in powering the rest of the essay. The opening 

paragraph paves the way for the rest of the essay to follow. It is essential to impress 

the examiner from the essay’s beginning itself. With narrative writing, the action 

should start within the opening paragraph itself. In argumentative writing, you need to 

have a strong opening hook along with a clear thesis statement. As for descriptive 

writing, the opening paragraph needs to contain adjectives, adverbs, and perhaps a 

simile or metaphor.  
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Next up, we have the interior components of the car which have their essay equivalent 
in the form of the essay’s execution. At this point in time during the process of the 
car’s construction, you can really see the car taking shape and actually looking like a 
real, complete car. It would also be the step of executing the answer which is, 
undeniably, the most crucial of all the steps involved in writing an essay. The interior 
components of a car don’t just include superficial things like leather upholstery and 
high-definition audio systems. They also include things without which the driver 
wouldn't be able to control the car such as the steering wheel and the gear stick. The 
interior components of the Audi R8 are also capable of singlehandedly differentiating 
the vehicle from any mediocre, ubiquitous vehicle such as a Toyota Corolla, just like 
how the execution of essays differentiate C or D grade essays from A star essays.  
 
So, just going over some points to remember, the opening paragraph of the essay 
requires special attention, like we saw in the previous slide. Depending on the type of 
essay that you’re writing, the body of the essay should have plenty of all the required 
parts and figures of speech. Regardless of which type of essay you’re writing, you 
should employ nuanced words and phrases. Avoiding clichés is of great importance as 
their presence can easily ruin the flow of your essay and it is highly advisable to try 
and structure complex sentences throughout the course of your essay as they really 
show your capabilities in sentence structure. Lastly, something that I have recently 
learnt, is that trying to be too adventurous with words can easily work against you and 
therefore, whilst it is advisable to use a range of vocabulary in your essay, try to avoid 
using words which you are unfamiliar with as you can easily get their spelling wrong 
and that can make you lose out on marks and lower your grade. 
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And finally, we have the body panels which essentially form the skin of the car. The 

body panels complete the car and possess their essay counterpart in the form of – 

proofreading. As I’m sure all of you already know, proofreading is when you’ve 

finished your essay and you read through it with the aim of detecting possible errors 

and invariably you will come across errors such as spelling mistakes which require 

correction. Without proofreading your essay is incomplete and similarly, without the 

body panels the Audi R8 is incomplete. Sure enough, even without the body panels 

the car will function but, believe me, it won’t look anywhere near as beautiful as it 

does in this photograph. So, whilst proofreading is not amongst the most crucial 

components of the essay, it is still very important as it can save you from losing out on 

some significant marks. 
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And at the end of the day, you’ve got the A* which your essay fetched you along with 

the, now complete, Audi R8. This is the point in time when you stand back and admire 

your work. After all, it is undeniably worth admiring. 
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So, that’s all. Thank you for your time. 
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