
 

1 

 

WHO Multicountry Survey on Maternal and Neonatal Health 

DATA USE REGULATIONS 

 

01. Purpose 

This document contains the data use regulations for the WHO Multicountry Survey on Maternal 

and Newborn Health (WHO MCS) database and associated products. These regulations 

implement the recommendations of the WHO MCS research group. They provide guidance 

regarding data ownership, data use and authorship policy. 

 

02. Data ownership  

02.1 The country specific dataset is property of each country;  

02.2 The multicountry dataset belongs to the World Health Organization. 

 

03. Data use  

03.1 The WHO Coordinating Unit is responsible for coordinating multicountry primary and 

secondary analyses; 

03.2 The main global analysis will have the highest priority for publication; 

03.3 All efforts should be made to explore and use the study's dataset to its full potential; 

03.4 Country investigators and collaborating researchers are encouraged to conduct further 

analyses; 

03.5 All planned secondary analyses should be communicated as a proposal to the WHO 

Coordinating Unit before the work on the paper/analysis starts. This is essential for 

both keeping track of study outputs and allocation of additional work for the 

coordinating unit, data managers and statisticians; 

03.5.2 The above cited proposal should include a brief concept paper and a plan of 

analysis (2 pages); 

03.5.3 A written agreement, between the collaborating researcher and the WHO 

Coordinating Unit, should be settled (see annex 1); 
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03.5.4 The final analysis and corresponding paper should be submitted to the WHO 

coordinating unit for methodological and overall quality appraisal before 

submission for publication; 

03.6 For analyses involving more than one country: 

03.6.1 In principle, these will be treated as 'secondary analyses'; 

03.6.2 The individuals closely involved with the corresponding previous primary 

analyses will be consulted as appropriate; 

03.6.3 Each region's coordinator will be consulted before those papers are initiated, in 

order to avoid duplication and optimization of resources; 

03.7 For analyses involving only one country: 

03.7.1 Each country will receive the corresponding database and the descriptive 

results related with the study primary objectives, stratified by health facility; 

03.7.2 The above mentioned descriptive results can be presented as scientific papers 

for local dissemination, but should also be used to foster improvements in 

clinical practice at the facility level and the local health system; 

03.7.3 No individual country analysis should be published in peer reviewed journals 

before the main global analysis; 

03.7.4 A copy of the country level publications should be sent to the WHO 

coordinating unit for inclusion in the project records. 

 

04. Authorship policy: 

04.1 The criteria for authorship will be those agreed upon by the International Committee of 

Medical Journal Editors (ICMJE, see annex 2); 

04.2 There will be two types of authorship, the individual and group authorship; 

04.3 All members of the WHO MCS Research Group (i.e. regional coordinators, country 

coordinators, steering committee members, the regional and global data managers, 

and the WHO secretariat) will have the opportunity to provide inputs and qualify as an 

individual author of the main global analysis; 

04.4 Individual authors will assume responsibility for the integrity of the work as a whole, from 

inception to published article; 
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04.5 A writing committee composed by the three regional coordinators and the WHO 

coordinating unit will prepare the first report draft, which will be circulated among all 

research group. 

04.6 The first author will be the person who takes the main responsibility for the project and 

the scientific report. The first author will be the guarantor of the paper and will be 

followed by the members of the writing committee. The sequence of other individual 

authors will be randomly established. 

04.7 For the main global analysis, unless there is a specific journal constraint in terms of 

number of individual authors, all country coordinators will be granted individual 

authorship. Otherwise, standard ICMJE criteria for individual authorship will be applied. 

04.8 The names of individual authors will be followed by the group name "for the WHO 

Multicountry Study on Maternal and Newborn Health Research Group" 

04.9 Group authorship will be granted to other individuals who contributed to the study but 

do not qualify for individual authorship; 

04.10Study committees and country level contributors (provincial focal points, data managers) 

will be acknowledged at the end of the paper. 

04.11 For secondary analyses and country-specific papers, the person taking the lead will be 

the first author and individuals contributing to that paper will be named as co-authors.  
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Annex1. Written agreement 

 

 

 

AGREEMENT LETTER 

 

In response to the proposal for performing a WHO Multicountry Survey secondary analysis, the 

WHO Coordinating Unit asks that the collaborating researcher agree to the following before 

receiving the study's dataset. It is anticipated that the collaborating researcher will likely be part of 

the project teams (global coordinating unit, regional coordinating unit, country coordinators and 

hospital coordinators). However, permission may be granted to other researchers if the 

Coordinating Unit approves the objectives and the plan of analysis. 

 

1. The country specific dataset is property of each country. 

2. The multicountry dataset is property of WHO. 

3. The WHO Coordinating Unit is the dataset provider. 

4. The dataset will be used for non-profit research, public policy making and teaching 

purposes only. 

5. The dataset will not be shared with others not named in the initial proposal without the 

WHO Coordinating Unit written consent. 

6. The collaborating researcher shall refer any request for the dataset to the WHO 

Coordinating Unit. 

7. The collaborating researcher agrees to acknowledge the source of the dataset in any 

publications reporting use of it. 

8. The collaborating researcher agrees to use the dataset in compliance with all 

applicable regulations of the World Health Organization. The WHO Multicountry Survey 

data use regulations provide guidance regarding data ownership, data use and 

authorship policy. 
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The WHO Coordinating Unit and the collaborating researcher must sign both copies of this letter 

and return one signed copy to the WHO Coordinating Unit. The WHO Coordinating Unit will then 

send the requested dataset. 

 

Secondary Analysis title: _________________________________________________________ 

 

Collaborating researcher information 

Collaborating researcher:  ________________________________________ 

Collaborating Institution: ________________________________________ 

 

 

Certification of the Collaborating Researcher 

I accept the conditions outlined in this Agreement and I agree to abide by them in the receipt and 

use of the Global Survey dataset. 

 

Date:     ________________________________________ 

Collaborating Researcher Signature: ________________________________________ 

 

 

Certification of the WHO Coordinating Unit 

 

The WHO Coordinating Unit agrees to the collaborating researcher proposal and in order to initiate 

the analysis will send the necessary dataset. 

 

Date:     ________________________________________ 

WHO Coordinating Unit officer:  ________________________________________ 

Signature:    ________________________________________ 
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Annex 2. Ethical Considerations in the Conduct and Reporting of Research 

 

From the "Uniform Requirements for Manuscripts Submitted to Biomedical Journals: Writing 

and Editing for Biomedical Publication", available at: http://www.icmje.org/#author  

 

Authorship and Contributorship 

Byline Authors 

An “author” is generally considered to be someone who has made substantive intellectual 

contributions to a published study, and biomedical authorship continues to have important 

academic, social, and financial implications. (1) In the past, readers were rarely provided with 

information about contributions to studies from those listed as authors and in acknowledgments. 

(2) Some journals now request and publish information about the contributions of each person 

named as having participated in a submitted study, at least for original research. Editors are 

strongly encouraged to develop and implement a contributorship policy, as well as a policy on 

identifying who is responsible for the integrity of the work as a whole. 

While contributorship and guarantorship policies obviously remove much of the ambiguity 

surrounding contributions, it leaves unresolved the question of the quantity and quality of 

contribution that qualify for authorship. The International Committee of Medical Journal Editors 

has recommended the following criteria for authorship; these criteria are still appropriate for those 

journals that distinguish authors from other contributors. 

• Authorship credit should be based on 1) substantial contributions to conception and 

design, or acquisition of data, or analysis and interpretation of data; 2) drafting the article 

or revising it critically for important intellectual content; and 3) final approval of the version 

to be published. Authors should meet conditions 1, 2, and 3. 

• When a large, multi-center group has conducted the work, the group should identify the 

individuals who accept direct responsibility for the manuscript (3). These individuals 

should fully meet the criteria for authorship/contributorship defined above and editors will 

ask these individuals to complete journal-specific author and conflict of interest disclosure 

forms. When submitting a group author manuscript, the corresponding author should 

clearly indicate the preferred citation and should clearly identify all individual authors as 

well as the group name. Journals will generally list other members of the group in the 

acknowledgements. The National Library of Medicine indexes the group name and the 
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names of individuals the group has identified as being directly responsible for the 

manuscript. 

• Acquisition of funding, collection of data, or general supervision of the research group, 

alone, does not justify authorship. 

• All persons designated as authors should qualify for authorship, and all those who qualify 

should be listed. 

• Each author should have participated sufficiently in the work to take public responsibility 

for appropriate portions of the content.  

Some journals now also request that one or more authors, referred to as “guarantors,” be 

identified as the persons who take responsibility for the integrity of the work as a whole, from 

inception to published article, and publish that information. 

Increasingly, authorship of multi-center trials is attributed to a group. All members of the group 

who are named as authors should fully meet the above criteria for authorship/contributorship. 

The group should jointly make decisions about contributors/authors before submitting the 

manuscript for publication. The corresponding author/guarantor should be prepared to explain the 

presence and order of these individuals. It is not the role of editors to make 

authorship/contributorship decisions or to arbitrate conflicts related to authorship. 

Contributors Listed in Acknowledgments 

All contributors who do not meet the criteria for authorship should be listed in an 

acknowledgments section. Examples of those who might be acknowledged include a person who 

provided purely technical help, writing assistance, or a department chair who provided only 

general support. Editors should ask corresponding authors to declare whether or not they had 

assistance with study design, data collection, data analysis, or manuscript preparation. If such 

assistance was available, the authors should disclose the identity of the people that provided this 

assistance and the entity that supported it in the published article. Financial and material support 

should also be acknowledged.  

Groups of persons who have contributed materially to the paper but whose contributions do not 

justify authorship may be listed under a heading such as “clinical investigators” or “participating 

investigators,” and their function or contribution should be described—for example, “served as 

scientific advisors,” “critically reviewed the study proposal,” “collected data,” or “provided and 

cared for study patients.” 

Because readers may infer their endorsement of the data and conclusions, all persons must give 

written permission to be acknowledged. 


