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And when you're given a deodorant 

(no matter how fancy) there's always 

that lingering feeling that your best 

friend knew they needed to tell you 

something, but couldn't find a way of 

saying it. Until now. The whole 

Christmas present thing can be tricky. 

But what if someone gave you (or 

even worse, gave a child of yours) a 

funeral voucher as a present?  

"Everything you need to cover your 

ultimate departure.  This voucher 

entitles the (recently deceased) holder 

to a decent burial... etc."  A bit weird, 

or a lot weird? 
 

Well, at least it wasn't the only gift.  

Three gifts were opened together.  

There was a little block of gold.  

Maybe a hedge against inflation or 

currency devaluation, but full of 
   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

symbolism. Gold is the sort of gift 

you'd give to royalty.  Like this kid 

was some sort of king.   

Then there was a little pack of resin 

grains. The dried gum of the boswellia 

tree. This stuff usually was burnt to 

release its powerful aroma to 

symbolise people's prayers. Spot on 

for some sort of priest I suppose. And 

then there was the death-gift. Not a 

voucher exactly, but an oil to prepare 

your dead body.  To manage the smell.  

 

A weird gift collection to be sure. 

But what does a kid want anyway?  

Recent Unicef research concluded  

not only that British children are  

surprisingly unhappy, but that as a  

nation we put "too little store on 

family time and too much on material 

goods" (the BBC's summary).   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And I don't think that's just kids. 

Given the choice of presents from 

loved ones or presence of loved ones, I 

think we'd all vote one way. Gifts, 

messages and Skype calls are all very 

well, but flesh and blood presence is 

what means the most. Which is why 

Christmas is what it is. "The Word 

became flesh and lived among us" is 

how Jesus' best friend John put it. God 

stopped just sending messages.  To let 

us know that we are his loved ones, 

God became present, all the way from 

his startling Christmas birth to his 

predicted Easter death. And beyond.  

Now that really is a present worth 

unwrapping. 
 

Rev’d Steve Hood 
 

The Alpha course unwraps the point 
of Christmas. We’re running a taster 
evening on 10th January. For details 
call Ros on 841359 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

CALL THAT A PRESENT! 
 

I've had a few stinkers! All given with the best of intent I'm sure but  

who wants a USB-powered mini vacuum cleaner for your keyboard? 
 

Advent and Christmas Services 
 

 
 
 

Alone on Christmas Day? 
Lunch is served at the 

Methodist Church 

For details contact 
Carol Cave on 01789 

842287 or carol.ruth.cave 
@btinternet.com 

 
Key contacts 

 
St Peter’s Wellesbourne 

& St James Walton 

Church office 
01789 841359 

st.p.wellesbourne@gmail.com 

 
Methodist 

Revd Andy Laird 
01926 462084 

andrew.laird@methodist.org.uk 

 
St Francis of Assisi 

Roman Catholic Church 

Fr. Sebastian Namatthil 
07481 796817  

frsnams&gmail.com 
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David Close, a retired parish 
councillor, has initiated a project 
to improve the appearance and 
ambience of the village precinct. 
An important part of this plan is 
to update the planting within the 
large central raised bed and 
obtain four large pots for 
planting attractive multi-stem 
silver birches, as well as 
installing two new bench seats. 
Wellesbourne Allotments was 
asked to help with this project 
and is contributing a small 
working party to achieve these 
improvements. 
Our first job, in mid-September, 
was to clear the central bed of 
old and overgrown shrubs and 
other plants and remove the 
bulk of the soil which had 
become depleted over time.  

Empty bed 

With spades and wheelbarrows 
at hand we began by digging up 
the plants which was the easier 
bit, however digging out the dry, 
compacted soil containing 
various lumps of rubble, old 
cables etc. and disposing of it 
required much more muscle. We 
also had to be very careful to 
avoid the electric cable 
supplying the central lamp post 
in the bed. Despite some rain in 
the morning the job was 
completed within a few hours, 
ably assisted with hot drinks 
kindly provided by the Precinct 
Coffee Shop. 
A few weeks later and with 
wheelbarrows again at the 
ready, the next step was to 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
In goes the soil 

 

rejuvenate the bed and fill it with 
around 3 tons of good quality 
top soil obtained from 
Alderminster. To enable the bed 
to sustain plants in the years 
ahead it was important to 
ensure good moisture retention 
and drainage, so we added 
several bags of multipurpose 
compost and grit and mixed it 
into the soil. We were now ready 
for the next stage before winter. 
With the help of children from 
Wellesbourne CE Primary 
School and supervised by us we 
will be planting bulbs in the 
refreshed central bed. This 
should give a wonderful spring 
display of colour next year 
before the main permanent 
planting is completed. 
 

 

 
Ready for planting 

 

Remember, if you are interested 
in having an allotment and being 
part of a like-minded community 
then please contact our Lettings 
Secretary, Simon Oram, on 
01789 840704. 

Happy gardening, 

Ken Manning Treasurer 

Why would you . . . . . . .  

 invite 115 people to afternoon tea in St Peter's 
Church Centre?  To say 'Thank you' of course. 
 St Peter's aims to be a healthy growing church so we use a 
regular survey to check how we are doing.  In 2016 the 
results of that survey suggested we could be a lot better in 
supporting the huge number of people who work to serve 
the church or the village. So we set out to change 
that.  Since then we've offered everyone in church the 
chance to do a course to discover their gifts.  We've spoken 
with everyone (who wanted) about the different jobs they do, 
how well they fit with their skills, and how much they enjoy 
them.  And as a result, several people have stepped down, 
or stepped up! 
And through two tea parties (in February & November) 
we've said 'Thank you' to as many people as we could. 
Never knowingly under-catered, the tea pots were 
bottomless, the cake plentiful and the quiz prize 
chocolaty!  We want to help people see that everyone who 
loves and serves other people in Wellesbourne is following 
Jesus' example, and echoing the motto St Peter's has been 
following for the last few years: 

inspired by Jesus to forgive, encourage and serve. 
 
 

WELLESBOURNE  SCHOOL 
 

Year 5 have 
had a very 
busy half term; 
we have been 
both 
archaeologists 
and historians 
exploring life 
in Roman 
Britain.  This 
month we 
visited 
Chedworth 

Roman Villa in Gloucestershire to learn about housing, 
dress, mosaics, Roman baths and how artefacts can teach 
us about the past. The National Trust staff was incredibly 
impressed with the children’s excellent behaviour, 
enthusiasm and knowledge! We have been writing poetry, 
legends, comic strips and reports. We have learnt about the 
legends of Robin Hood 
and Boudicca. All the 
children have made 
Roman shields in D/T, 
marching in a Roman 
tortoise formation on 
the playground. Our 
next exciting art project 
involves the children 
making their own 
mosaic tiles.   
 

Wellesbourne Allotments help  
      with Precinct Improvements 

 

 
Out with the old plants 
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A Christmas Celebration  
Wellesbourne Choral Society 

Friday 8th December 2017 at 7.30pm 
St. Peter’s Church, Wellesbourne 

Tickets £10 including refreshments 
Raffle in aid of Young Epilepsy 

This year’s Choral Christmas Celebration concert is 
promoting two young soloists who will join with the 
Wellesbourne Choral Society singing Vivaldi’s Gloria and 
Bethlehem by Maunder. Along with other guest soloists 
Andrew Parker and Bob Wright, both experienced 
performers who have sung with the WCS on many 
occasions, Lily Robson and Sarah Chapman will take the 
parts of Mary and The Little Shepherd Boy in Bethlehem, 
which is a sacred cantata for 4 solo voices and choir 

interspersed with hymns.   

Lily has been with Shottery 
St. Andrew’s Parish Church 
for eleven years and also 
enjoys performing Musical 
theatre. From a young age 
she has been in Young 
Rogues and Vagabonds of 
Stratford upon Avon, which 
has given her many 
performance opportunities, 
including the role of 
‘Swallow’ in ‘Whistle Down 
the Wind’ and ‘Lily’ 
(ironically) in ‘The Secret 

Garden’.  This year Lily has been fortunate enough to be 
accepted into the Royal School of Church Music’s 
Millennium Youth Choir, which has allowed her to perform 
church music to a standard that someone of her age can 
only dream of. 
Sarah has been a member 
of the choir of St Mary’s 
Collegiate Church Warwick 
for 8 years.  This has 
provided her with the 
opportunity to perform with 
the choir in many venues 
(including St John’s,  
Smith Square, Dresden 
Cathedral and Westminster 
Abbey) and sing some 
notable Soprano solos 
including in Mozart’s 
Coronation Mass, Allegri’s 
Miserere and to be part of live and recorded BBC 
broadcasts for radio and television.  Sarah has been a 
member of the Royal School of Church Music Millennium 
Youth Choir and has recently been invited to join The 
Rodolfus Choir, a prestigious Chamber Choir that performs 
varied choral pieces in major concerts and church settings 
throughout the country. 
In general it is getting more and more difficult to find young 
soloists, directors, church choir directors and organists. It 
is important that we encourage these young and gifted 
musicians so that they can fulfil their full potential and it is 
a great pleasure to have them perform with the Choral 
Society.  Do come along and support them, their chosen 
charity and the Wellesbourne Choral Society on Friday 8th 
December for a choral Christmas Celebration 

 

Lions at Barford 
Quite a few people attended from Wellesbourne. The 
event raised in excess of £1200 which will go to the 
new Youth and Community Centre, (scout hut) The 
band were the Royal Spa Brass and the Choir -  The 
Royal Naval Association Male Voice Choir supported 
by soprano Kathryn Ellis.  

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The two cats came with them 
from their former home in 
Weston Super Mare. 
Senior Youth club members 
served refreshments and 
younger ones sold cakes and 
other items including CDs of the 
songs David and Carole had 
composed.   

 
 

The unusual evening was 
thoroughly enjoyed by the large 
audience   David & Carole would 
like to thank everybody who 
supported them.  It was a super 
evening and £213.69 was raised, 
mostly going to the Youth 
Services and some to the Cats 
Protection League which was 
responsible for rehoming Daisy 
and Lily with the Sampsons.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

 
 

 
The other stars of the evening 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
One Monday evening in October, David and Carole 
Sampson, aided and abetted by members of Wellesbourne 
Youth Club, entertained friends of the youth club with 

poems, songs and tales of their two cats, Daisy and Lily 

Daisy Cat Triumphs 
 

 
Our November meeting was, as always, the 
Annual Meeting when the President and the 
Committee are chosen for the coming year.  
Anne Hepworth was elected as President and 
the Committee was confirmed.   

After the business was 
concluded, refreshments 
were served and then 
members enjoyed playing a 
game of indoor curling.  We 
have played this previously 
and decided to repeat it as it 
is always fun, and this time 
was no exception.   

The competition for an autumn leaf was won by Jayne Cook.   
Arrangements are in place for our December meeting when the 
entertainment will be A Taste of Christmas provided by 
Dampler’s Round Folk Band.  They play and sing fun-themed                                     
 Christmas music and carols and audience participation is all 
part of the performance.  This will be followed by festive 
refreshments and the whole evening should provide a lovely run-
up to the Christmas celebrations                                           
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STOUR VALLEY LIONS 

 
 

TOWNSEND HALL 
SUNDAY 10

TH
 December, 2017 AT 3PM 

Advance tickets £5.00, Children £3.00 
Please purchase your ticket before the day. 

From: A. Clarke Electrical, 27, High Street, Shipston on Stour. 

Or contact Lion Judith Jackson. Tel. 01608 661148 
Interval for refreshments/raffle  -  Disabled access 

 
 

Well I do hope that you 
found last month’s tips for 
a crime free winter helpful, 
more to come .I have been 
approached by a number 
of residents concerning 
mention on a TV 
programme 'Rip off Britain 
‘of a Contactless Card 
Protector, It acts as a 
barrier to criminals to 
prevent them 
scanning  your credit cards 
through your bag or pocket 
and thereby using your 
card. I understand it 
mentioned that these were 
available through 
Neighbourhood Watch 
,despite our best efforts 
nothing has yet come to 
light. However I have 
found a couple of items on 
Amazon, one is a single 
pouch in which to put your 
card (cost 99p) or a small 
wallet (cost £1.49)which 
takes a few cards .If you 
do not have access to the 
internet I will happily order 
for you. 
I heard recently of a whole 
row of houses being 
burgled and thought if 
there had been just one 
noisy alarm going off the 
criminals would have 
made a hasty retreat. 
Alarms have sort of gone 
out of fashion and they are 
not cheap but certainly a 
deterrent. Maybe dummy 
ones might help ? Give it a 
thought. The overall plan 
is to make your home look 
inhabited even when you 
are out, remember that so 
often intruders are 
opportunists, spotting the 
open window or a couple 
of days mail on the mat, I 
didn't mention last month 
that you can request Royal 
Mail to withhold mail if you 
are away for any length of 
time. I am sorry to say no 
one has yet volunteered to 
give your Neighbourhood 
Watch committee a 
helping hand so I look 
forward to hearing from 
YOU !  
It remains to say have a 
very happy crime-free 
Christmas.  

Frankie Stuart 
Chairman Neighbourhood 
Watch 842819 
frankiestuart54@outlook.com 
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WALTON NEWS 

The weather continues to alternate daily between days of 
unbroken sunshine and interludes of murkiness and rain. 
Sometimes the sun rises a pale yellow ball above the Bath 
Woods, quickly disappearing into a bank of soft grey clouds 
and at others there is a fine display of colour as the light 
touches great gatherings of cumulus. We have at last had 
some white frosts which have finished off the dahlias 
although the cosmos has survived up to now and the war 
memorial garden has remained colourful right up to 
Remembrance Day. Now summer plants have been 
replaced by wallflowers but there were still enough left over 
from the Old Rectory garden to sell at the Christmas Fair 
which went very well, raising over £1100, thanks to the hard 
working team that got everything organised, served 
refreshments, cleared the Church and brought everything 
back in afterwards. It is well worth raising money for the 
maintenance of the building which continues to be much 
admired. One couple told us that part of the magic of 
staying at the Bath House was coming down to a warm and 
lovely Church for Evensong. The great white egret also 
decided that Walton is a good place to be and it was a 
great pleasure when Eileen Hollis told me on the day of the 
Christmas Fair that it had decided to come back and attach 
itself to is adopted swan family on the lake.  
After Evensong we came out to see a great moon rise 
above the Bath woods, later illuminating the valley with 
brilliant light. The woods are looking more burnished every 
day as the oaks turn to brilliant colour and already the 
ploughed fields have a covering of vivid green. Soon we 
shall be into Advent, the time of preparation .when there will 
be no flowers on the bare altar, a reminder the Festival is 
not all about the exchange of presents and great meals of 
turkey and plum pudding but is also symbolic of birth and 
renewal, a message that resonates even in the world of 
today with its electronic devices and its universal mobile 
phones. By contrast the Church will have its Christmas tree 
and all it decorations in time for the Carols and Readings 
on Christmas Eve at 5.30, a simple service which for many 
people signals the start of Christmas. 

 
Before that on Saturday 9 Decemberat 7pm there will be a 
concert in the Church by the Immanuel Ground Choir 

which has in past years sung at Evensong with their old 
instruments and period costume have given us an idea of 
what village services would have sounded like in past times 
when few churches had an organ. It is sure to be lively and 
very enjoyable so do come along, guided by your satnavs if 
not by a star in the East. More details on page 9             EH 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Wellesbourne Sports & 
Community Centre (WSCC) is 
holding a ‘Mulled Wine and Mince 
Pies’ event on Saturday, 
December 16, to celebrate the 

festive season and an extremely 
successful first year for the centre. 
Everyone is welcome to join the 
staff and directors at the WSCC in 
Loxley Close between 2pm and 
4pm. The event is free; donations 
of £5 per adult will be welcome to 
help raise funds for the next phase 
of the WSCC’s development. 
Personalised Festive Fitness 
voucher packages will also be on 
sale – perfect if you’d like to give a 
loved one the gift of fitness this 
Christmas! 
For 2018, we have fantastic-value 
offers for new and rejoining 
members. Opt for annual 
membership, paid for in advance, 
and enjoy 12 months’ membership 
for the price of 8. 
 
 
 
 
 
Christmas Afternoon Tea 
Wednesday 20

th
 December 

 Lawrence Mackie House 2.00pm 
Very limited transport  - must be 
booked in advance. 

Invitations available from the 
pharmacy RSVP ESSENTIAL to 
Heidi Williams at the surgery.  
INFORMATION HUB 

2
nd

 Wednesday of the month -13
th

 
December & 10

th
 January 2018 

Run jointly by The Medical Centre, 
AGE UK & Carers Trust. Call in for 
information or support and 
signposting to services. 
Dementia Friendly Allotment – 
Volunteers needed 

Thanks to the allotment society we 
will have an allotment ready for 
spring next year.  
We are looking for people who 
would like to get involved with the 
project, both for planning and  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This applies to all membership 
options. 
Or if you would like to give the 
WSCC a try, come along in 
January for our no-strings offer: 
enjoy two months’ gym and 
classes membership for the price 
of one.  
For full details of all our 
membership offers, visit the 
WSCC website, 
www.wellesbournescc.uk or drop 
in to the WSCC to talk to manager 
Dene Holloway and his team. 
 

• Stop press: Thank you to 
everyone who supported the 
WSCC in this year’s Aviva 
Community Fund appeal. We were 
awarded £1,000 to install new 
windows in the spin-bikes room – 
all down to votes from the public.   
 

The WSCC wishes a merry 
Christmas to all – and a happy 
and healthy 2018! 
 
 
 
 
 
people who would like to share 
their knowledge of gardening as 
part of the volunteer team. For 
more information please contact 
Heather Brown Tel: 841419. 
 

Finally BENCHES!  The 

contractors put the bases down in 
October, unfortunately the base in 
Chestnut Square is in the wrong 
place and has to be moved. Both 
the other bases in St Peter’s Road 
and Granville Road were 
damaged by vandals before the 
concrete set and so the project 
has been delayed again as the 
contractors have to come back 
and skim the surfaces again.  
 

Volunteers desperately needed to 
support OSCARS projects. Please 
leave contact details for Heidi at 
the surgery if you are interested in 
getting involved. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

OSCARS 
OVER 60’S COMMUNITY & RECREATION SCHEME 

 

 
CHRISTMAS CHEER WITH THE WSCC 

 
 

 

 
 

Fun, Laughter and Pumpkins at Chedham’s Yard 
October ended with the annual pumpkin event at Chedham’s Yard, with lots of children and their 
parents joining in the fun of pumpkin carving under the watchful eyes of Debbie and Andy, who 
were helping the children with the carving.  There was no charge for the pumpkins or the tea lights.  
The pumpkins were supplied by Dorian Beard. Many of the children arrived wearing colourful 
costumes and inside the Visitor Centre children, and some adults, had their faces painted by Lucky.  
Some children successfully completed the Saturday Mouse Trail to win a gift and certificate. 
In the wheelwrights and forge there were demonstrations of wood turning and blacksmithing.  The 
guides were on hand all day to give personal guided tours.   It was a day for everyone to enjoy.  

                              Chedham’s will be open again on 16th December for the Christmas celebrations when there will be 
carols in the Visitor Centre, children’s activities in the Film Room and Father Christmas will be handing out presents to the children.  
Entry to the Yard is free for all the family and we will be opening again every Saturday morning in the Spring and Summer. 
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CHURCH SERVICES  

DECEMBER 
See front page for Christmas events 

 

ST PETER’S 
  3rd      8.00 am Holy Communion 

10.15 am Family Communion 
10.15 am Connections  

     6.00 pm Evening Prayer 

 

10th    8.00 am Holy Communion 

10.15 am Family Communion 
10.15 am Connections  

     6.00 pm Evening Prayer  

 

17
th

   8.00 am Holy Communion 

10.15 am Family Communion 
10.15 am Connections  

     6.30 pm Carol Service  

 

24th    8.00 am Holy Communion 

10.15 am Family Communion 
10.15 am Connections  

     4.00 pm Christingle and Crib Service  
  11.15pm Midnight Communion 

 

25
th

   Christmas Day 
10.15 am Family Communion together 

 

31st      8.00 am Holy Communion 

10.15 am Family Communion 
10.15 am Connections  

     6.00 pm Evening Prayer for New Year 
 

METHODIST CHURCH 
 3rd 10.30 a.m. Morning Worship Trevor Pethick 

          4.00p.m. Christingle Service  
                         Rev Andy Laird 

 

10th 10.30 a.m. Morning Worship Paul     

                          Tennyson 

 

17th  4.30 p.m. Carol Service Rev Andy Laird  
 

24th 10.30 a.m. Morning Worship Carol Cave 

 

25th   9.30 a.m. Christmas Day  Service  

                           Rev Andy Laird 
31st                    No Service 

 

ST JAMES’S, WALTON 
1st Sunday  

5.30 pm Choral Evensong  
2nd & 4th Sundays  

9.00 am Holy Communion 
4

th
 Sunday Dec 24th  5.30 pm Carol Service 

3rd & 5th Sundays  

9.00 am Matins 
 

ST FRANCIS of ASSISI 
Kineton 

 

Mass every Sunday 10.00 am.  

Daily Mass usually 9am but check website 
www.stfrancis-kineton.co.uk 

St Joseph’s, Avon Dassett  
Polish Mass  

on 1st and 3rd Sundays at 3.15 pm. If there are 
five Sundays, 3.15 pm on the 4th Sunday 

 

  WEEKDAY SERVICES 
10.30am 12th December 

Holy Communion Lawrence Mackie Ho.  

 

10.45am 20th  December Service at Lawrence 

Mackie House. 

 

9.00am Thursdays Morning Worship St Peter’s 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Bishop of Coventry, the Right Rev’d 
Dr. Christopher Cocksworth, is pleased to 
announce that the Reverend Canon Sue 
Field has been appointed as Archdeacon 

Pastor in the Diocese of Coventry.  
Sue has also been appointed by Her 
Majesty The Queen as Queen’s Chaplain 
This is an honorary position undertaken 
alongside existing diocesan roles. 
 
 

St Peter’s and St James’  

CHURCH OFFICE 
9.30 -12.00 Tuesday-Friday 

for enquiries, baptisms & weddings. 
st.p.wellesbourne@gmail.com  
Note new telephone no 841359  

Churchwardens:  
St Peter’s Christine Shehata 841390 
St James’s Lady Hamilton 840460 
Associate Minister: Rev’d. Wendy 

Biddington 840953 
w.nbiddington701@btinternet.com  
Associate Minister Rev’d. Steve 

Hood 0788 5209134 
steve@accel.org.uk 
 

Roman Catholic Parish Priest:  

Fr Sebastian Namattahil Anvil House 
Southam St, Kineton. CV370LL  01926 
640247 frsnams@gmail.com 
 

Methodist Minister: Rev Andy Laird  

01926 426084 
andrew.laird@methodist.org.uk 
Safeguarding Children Helplines::- 

Childline 088 1111 Diocesan 
Safeguarding Adviser: 024 7652 1200 
(9am – 5pm) Wellesbourne 
Foodbank, 07581297187  
wellesbournefoodbank@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 

 

 
 

St Peter’s Prayer Chain 

If you have a need for prayer 
please ring 841334 for your 

request to be passed on 
confidentially to a chain of people 
who will surround your situation 
with prayer daily for a week. If you 
are unable to get through please 
try 840536 

 

Prayer for the Village 

This month we are praying for all 
those who live in Duxford Close, 
Hampden Way, Hotchkiss Close, 
Loxley Road, Lysander Close, 
Manston Drive, Valletta Way, 
Whitworth Close, Wyvern Close. 

 

 

From the Registers 
AT ST PETER’S  
Baptisms 

15 Oct  
Poppy & Aurelia Bartram Massey 
 

Funerals 

24 Oct Graham Morris aged 67 
27 Oct Ronald Stanley aged 85 
31 Oct Theo Folkes aged 92 
3 Nov John Norris aged 83 
6 Nov Barbara Passmore aged 64 

 

BREATHE 

                   24 
When St Peter's Church will be open and filled with stillness 
and prayer for a full 24 hours from 11am on Saturday 2nd 
December. You can still be part of it.  There will be lots of 
different prompts and ways to pray, for the first time including a 
prayer labyrinth set up in the church centre (daytime only).   
For many the experience of praying in the early hours is 
absolutely amazing, so to book your 1 hour slot now, call 
01789 841359 or email wellesbournebreathe24@gmail.com  

            

One day - One space - You and God 
 
 

New Archdeacon Pastor for the Diocese 

 

Don’t forget 
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We’re looking forward to 
welcoming lots of you this 
December for our final Victorian-
themed Christmas for a while. It’s 
been months in the planning, and 
it takes us a week to put up all 
the decorations. 
 Over the first three weekends 
and then 16-24 December you 
can see the house decorated for 
one of Henry Spencer Lucy’s 
Christmas parties. The house is 
open from 11.30-3.30 by timed 
ticket only, with last entry at 
3.00pm. We’ll have seasonal 
cooking in the Victorian kitchen 
as the “staff” prepares for the 
party and there will be mulled 
wine tasting in the Brewhouse. 
Appointments to see Father 
Christmas are long-since fully 
booked, but if you’re not seeing  
him in person, do wave at him in 
the summerhouse – he’ll be 
checking his Nice List and does 
love to see everyone enjoying 
themselves.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We’re turning the Avenue Plants 
centre into a Christmas shop for 
the season (open Thursday-
Sunday) and the Servants’ Hall 
and Pantry shops have plenty of 
ideas for presents or family 
treats. 
If you’re stuck for a Christmas 
present for anyone this year, 
have you thought about Gift 
Membership of the National 
Trust? You’ll be giving a whole 
year’s worth of lovely days out at 
over 500 places, and all those 
Charlecote events marked 
“normal admission fees apply to 
non-NT members” suddenly 
become just the ticket price 
alone. Every membership we sell 
at Charlecote generates income 
that stays at Charlecote for our 
work. 
We’re open every day from 
Boxing Day – bring the family to 
walk off too many mince pies or 
just the two of you to find some 
tranquillity in the parkland. 

 
We’ve had a busy term at 
2

nd
 Wellesbourne 

Rainbows. We started off by 
working towards our ‘Global 
Adventure’ badge. Through 
a variety of activities we 
travelled from New Zealand 
to North Africa, South 
America to Scotland!  We 
then moved on to learn 
some first aid skills.  We 
learnt a little bit about how 
to treat each category such 
as bleeding, burns and 
scalds and fainting. The 
Rainbows then took part in 
a pretend emergency 999 
call where they learnt what 
information they would be 
asked to help the 
emergency services. They 
also had various scenarios 
and had to work out if they 
would need to call 999 or if 
the injury could be treated 
at home. Finally the girls 
learnt how to put somebody 
in the recovery position, 
hopefully all this knowledge 
will make an emergency 
less scary for them if they 
are unfortunate to 
encounter one in the future. 
Some of the Rainbows, 
along with the Brownies and 
Guides, took part in the 
Poppy Appeal at 
Sainsbury’s. It was a really 
fun day and it was lovely to 
hear the positive comments 
from the Wellesbourne 
community.  

 

 
 

This half term we are 
starting to practice our 
Nativity performance for the 
Wellesbourne Methodist 
Church Christingle service.  
It’s lovely for us to be 
involved in the community 
and moving into the New 
Year we will be thinking of 
new ways that we can be 
more involved and support 
our growing village. 
 

If you would like to be a part 
of Girlguiding please visit 
https://www.girlguiding.or
g.uk/get-involved/ 
become-a-volunteer/ 

Brownies 
This month in Brownies we 
have been teaching the girls 
about Charities, as we are a 
Charity too. This is to help 
them understand that our time 
is voluntary and that we do 
this because we want to.  
We had a visit from Rachel 
Ollerenshaw from Molly’s 
Olly’s, to talk to the girls about 
her Charity which she founded 
in 2011 along with her 
husband after the death of 
their daughter Molly.   

 
 

The girls found the evening 
very informative and loved 
having big cuddles with the 
big Olly the Brave! Rachel 
showed them the packs that 
they send to children in 
hospital undergoing treatment, 
she explained how this helps 
them and what it means to 
have books and toys to help 
them understand what’s 
happening and what medicine 
might do to them. She also 
explained that they grant 
“wishes” for some children, 
which can be anything from 
some colouring books and 
crayons to a fun day out at the 
Zoo, and where all the money 
for these things comes from.  
We discussed with the girls 
that when we hold our annual 
stall at the Wellesbourne 
Christmas Light Switch on at 
Christmas, at which we will 
again be selling “Brownies for 
Brownies” to raise money for 
ourselves Wellesbourne 2nd 
Brownies. We will also be 
holding a Teddy Tombola to 
raise money for Molly’s Olly’s! 
In order to do this the girls will 
be donating some of their own 
soft toys. We are also asking 
if anyone else has any 
unwanted soft toys in good 
condition they would like to 
donate to our cause, please 
contact our Brown Owl, Katy 
Field on 07786 981998, or 
Cookie Owl, Linda Harrison at 
lindaharrison11@hotmail.com 

and we can arrange collection 
or delivery ready for our stall.  

Well Knits have been very busy . . . . .  

Over 100 Baby blankets and hats to the special baby unit at 
Warwick Hospital. 80 knitted clowns and teddies to Colombia 
75 knitted items, jumpers, hats, scarves, baby knits and stuffed 
Teddies to the Queen Mothers Guild which in turn distributes to 
charities in the UK. Over 75 items of cardigans, jumpers, hats, 
twiddle muffs and baby clothes to Knit for Peace, an 
international organisation. 15 hand knits to Carriers of Hope + 
some toys. This is a Coventry Church based organisation 
working with refugees and asylum seekers in Coventry. And 
knitted hats, blankets and scarves to Romania. 
A big “Thank you” to all knitters for spreading God’s love in this 
way . . . we are always welcoming new knitters and 
crocheteers. Join us for coffee and mince pies at 11am on Dec 
12th in St Peter’s Church, Wellesbourne. 

Rev’d Heather 01789 842442 or email:- 
revhwturner@gmail.com 

 

  

CHARLECOTE PARK 
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What’s on in December 
 

Hooray! It is that time of the year again 

when Wellesbourne  & District Lions tour 
the area with our Christmas floats. Sleighs 
have been built and Santa is ready with 
his sack of goodies!! Please look out for 
our sleigh and help us by giving 
generously. Your kind donations will help 
us to support local organisations and 
charities.  Please see the timetable below 
which indicates where we will be each 
evening:- 
Monday 4

th
 December    

Wellesbourne North West  Charlecote 

Road, Charlecote Fields, Hammond Grn, 
Warwick Road, Fountain Gdns, Daniell 
Road, Hopkins Way, Frost Road, Selwyn 
Cl & Church Street  
Tuesday 5

th
 December 

Wellesbourne South West  Chestnut 

Square, Church Walk, Westfield Crescent, 
Granville Road, Baker Drive, Cayzer 
Place, Eliott Drive & Loxley Close 
Wednesday 6

th
 December 

Wellesbourne Chestnut Grove & 
Hampton Lucy 
Thursday 7

th
 December 

Wellesbourne North East  Newbold 

Road, Newbold Place, St Peters Road, 
Willett Gdns, Cherry Orchard, Hastings 
Road, St James Avenue, Mordaunt Road 
& Whitehead Drive 
Wellesbourne Ettington Park  Joseph 

Arch Road, Grantham Road, Chedham 
Road, Baden West Road, Copeland 
Avenue, Redhill Way, Oak Avenue & 
Snowberry Lane 
Friday 8

th
 December 

Wellesbourne East  Willow Drive, Linden 

Avenue, Sycamore Close, Brookside 
Avenue, Ash Tree Close, Wellesbourne 
Farm, Kineton Road & Mountford Close 
Dovehouse North  Dovehouse Dr, 

Hotchkiss Close, Hampdon Way, Valletta 
Way, Wyvern Close, Whitworth Close, 
Beaufort Close, Lysander Close, Manston 
Drive & Duxford Close 
Monday 11

th
 December  

Dovehouse South  Dovehouse Dr, 

Farrington Cl, Crosslands, Home Furlong, 
Bristol Way, Debden Close, Canberra 
Close, Pembroke Gdns, Gloster Gdns, 
Redhill Cl & Cranwell Drive 
Thursday 14

th
 December 

Dovehouse Central  Hammerton Way, 

Lincoln Close, Wellington Close, 
Lancaster Close, Waterloo Close, Harvard 
Close, Oxford Close, Tait Way, 
Dovehouse Dr, Anson Close, Blenheim 
Walk 
Friday 15

th
 December 

Wellesbourne South East  Ettington 

Close, Walton Way, Lowes Lane, Holly 
Lodge, Chapel Street, Grange Gardens & 
Constance Harris Close 
On behalf of all the lions I would like to 
wish you all a merry Christmas and happy 
new year and to say thank you very much 
for your amazing generosity in 2017.  

Lion Andy Stokes 

 

2
nd

 Wellesbourne School Christmas 
Fair 1.30 to 4.30 p.m. 
 

2
nd

/3
rd

 Wellesbourne Methodist church 
Nativity Festival 
 

4
th

 Coventry Diocese Mother’s Union 
Carol Service 2.30 p.m. at St Peter’s 
Church 
 

5
th

 Ladies Club  Festive meal - details 

from  Rosemary on 01926 614963 
 

5
th

 Wellesbourne Parish Council 

meeting at the Methodist Hall at 7.30 p.m. 
 

6
th

 Flower Club “Fantasies and Fairy 

Tales” by Janet Cooper (NAFAS 
Demonstrator).   7.30 p.m. in 
Wellesbourne Village Hall.  Visitors 
welcome - £6 per person.  Refreshments 
available. 
 

8
th

 Carers for Carers 10.30 – 12 noon, 

at Kineton Village Hall.  Come and help us 
celebrate our 5

th
 birthday with some early 

festive cheer and a mince pie.  
Please let us know in advance if you 
would like us to look after your loved one 
in our Companionship Group. 
For more details including help with 
transport, phone Gillian on 01926 
640203/07947 893504 
 

8
th

 Wellesbourne Choral Society 
presents A CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION 

In St Peter’s Church at 7.30 p.m. 
Tickets £10 each incl refreshments  Raffle 
in aid of Young Epilepsy  See page 3 
 

12
th

  U3A Christmas Concert with the 

Choir from Heart of England U3A. 2.00 for 
2.30 pm in St Peter's Church. 
Visitors welcome - £2.00 for non-members 
 

12
th

    MU2 Social Evening.  7.30 p.m. in 

St Peters Church Centre 
 

13
th

    Women’s Institute “A Taste of 

Christmas”  with Dampier’s Round Folk 
Band.  Village Hall at 7.30 p.m See p 3 
 

.15
th

   Macmillan Cancer Support 10 –

11.15 a.m. in the Methodist Hall.  Cuppa 
and Chat morning 
 

16
th

    WSCC (Wellesbourne Sports & 
Community Centre) 2pm to 4pm Mulled 
Wine and Mince Pies. Free entry; 

donations would be welcome Every one 
welcome. See also page 5 
 

16
th

     Chedham’s Yard Victorian 
Christmas Special with carols and 

children’s activities with Debbie Chowdry, 
cakes and mince pies. 10 a.m. to 4 p.m 
 

19
th

      Mother’s Union. Carol Service 

2.30 p.m. in St Peter’s Church followed by 
Christmas Party in the Carr Room. 
 

29
th

    Macmillan Cancer Support 10 –

11.15 a.m. in the Methodist Hall.  Cuppa 
and Chat morning 

 

Want to get fit 

before 

Christmas? 

Try one or both 

of these charity 

fun runs…. 

Santa Fun Run 
Saturday 9

th
 December 

11.a.m. in Stratford  
Recreation Ground 

Run, walk or jog the 5km course. 

Every adult runner will receive a free  

Santa suit and hat.  Children under 12 

should come in fancy dress and a prize 

will be awarded to the best dressed. 

Buy your ticket and we will email you all 

the information you need.  If you have 

any queries please contact Annie Smith 

on 01789 266852 or email on 

ASmith@theshakespearehospice.org.uk. 
 

       Santa Dash 
 Sunday 10

th
  

December  

 Pump Room Gardens Leamington  
Spa. 
Run, walk or jog the 5km course. 
Adults £15, Children £5, Family £35. 
Each member of the family will get a 
Santa or elf suit. 
For more information contact 
events@mytonhspice.org 

 

And Glory Shone Around  

Saturday 9
th

 December at 7.00pm 
A Christmas Concert with Immanuel’s 
Ground Quire at St James’s Church, 
Walton D’Eivile. The Quire will perform 
in traditional dress, using music sung in 
rural parish churches between 1725 
and 1850 accompanied by village band 
instruments 
No ticket required, retiring collection 
For more information contact Chris 
Baker on 01789 840351  
or see picture in Walton News p5 

 

Don’t be lonely on  
Christmas Day 

Come and join us for lunch 
at the Methodist Church 

Turkey and all the  
trimmings, with good 
company.  Transport  
should be available.  To 
book contact Carol Cave 
on carol.ruth.cave@btinternet.com 

by 18
th

 December or ring 01789 
842287 – if you leave a message 

please speak clearly and include your 
name and contact details 



Tired of Ironing? 
Clothes piling up? 

Then call in “The Iron Lady on 
0780 859 4810 

I can offer either a Regular or 
One-Off/Backlog service 
Happy to collect/deliver 
Cathy.ss10@live.co.uk 

Meeting rooms to let 
METHODIST CHURCH CENTRE; apply to Miss. C Cave on 
01789 842287.  Or email carol.ruth.cave@btinternet.com 

ST PETER’S CHURCH CENTRE Hall and other smaller 
rooms – 07544 018240 or email 
wellesbournechurchcentre@gmail.com 

WELLESBOURNE VILLAGE HALL Hall with stage, kitchen 
and committee room. Contact:  Ron Smedley on 841396 

WELLESBOURNE BOWLS CLUB, Hall, kitchen and 
Licensed bar.  Disabled facilities.  Contact 01789 840582 

CHEDHAM'S YARD Room & kitchen Contact 01789 842770 
or email bookings@chedhamsyard.org.uk 

WSCC Ground floor room, kitchen, disabled facilities, 
upstairs room. Tel. 01789 842406.  Email 
info@wellesbournescc.uk 

 

H T Williams 
Pest Control 

Wasps Nests, Ants, Mice, Rats, 
Moles, Squirrels in roof space 

Please Telephone  

01926 640286/07748625122 

GR Electrical & Maintenance 
George Ragg 

For a FREE no obligation quote : 
For all your electrical needs 

Tel: 07890684631 

Email:g@greandm.co.uk 

*FOOTCARE* 

If you are in need of 
FOOTCARE in the 

comfort of your own 
home for the treatment 

of corns or callus, 
ingrown nails, verrucas or 

nail trimming, contact 

Priscilla Henderson 
MCFHP MAFHP 

07980 448308 
01926 640350 

Member of the British 
Association of Foot Health 

Professionals 

Why pay Salon prices? 
When you can have 

your hair styled 

professionally as 

reasonably as this is 

in your own home? 

 Perm……............... from £48 
Cut and blow dry….from £26 
 Cut………………………..£12 
 Blow Dry…………………£14 
 Shampoo & Set………... £14 
 Hi or Low-Lites ……from £48 
 Tints………………………£48 

All prices include cut finish 

Telephone Kay 
on 07770 997213 (mobile) 

CHRISTMAS TREES 
Nordman Non- Drop – 4’6” – 7’  

+ Potted Trees, Wreaths 
 

A Free Gift With Each Tree Sold  
plus Free Sweets For The Children 

 
Open Weds. – Suns throughout December  

starting on 2
nd

 December: 10.00 – 4.00 
 

Little Kineton Christmas Trees 
Red Road, Little Kineton 

CV35 0DH Tel: 07904 000842 

Please check our Facebook page  
for pricing and availability. 



 

 

 

Professional Oven Cleaning 

Based in Ettington, 

Call Richard Birkett 

07801 442523 

www.shinebrightovencleaning.com 

Your Oven will be 

Virtually Brand New! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Full surgical facilities 
Comfortable secure kennels 

Ample car parking, Hydrotherapy Unit 
24-hour Emergency Service 

Mon – Fri 8.30am to 6.30pm 
Sat 8.30am to 12.30pm 

01789 841072 
29 Warwick Rd, Wellesbourne. CV35 9NA 

www.avonvets.co.uk 
COMPLETE CARPET AND 

UPHOLSTERY CLEANING SERVICE 

 * no job too large or too small 
 * Free estimates - no obligation 
 * Up-to-date materials and 
    equipment 
 * a local service you can trust 

Tel. Richard Cumming  
01926 641547 or 07906 305312 

 
 

 

Local Services 
HUNSCOTE KENNELS LTD. 

Hunscote Wellesbourne 
Excellent facilities 

Viewing Mon Wed. Thur. Fri. & - 
Sat only 11am – 12.30pm 

Please telephone prior to viewing 

www.hunscotekennels.co.uk 
or telephone 01789 840472 

High quality curtains & roman blinds  
Free measurement and quotation 

Mobile: 07818 098306 

Visit our website: 
seccombecurtainsandblinds.co.uk 

 

 
Andy mills 

Carpets, vinyl, laminates,  
solid wood floors 

Andrewmills672@btinternet.com 

Andy mills 
Floorlayer  07805117214 

Supply and fitting service, 
free estimates 

 
 

Pretty holiday cottage (sleeps 6) 
to let in North Pembrokeshire. 
Ideal for families, walking, bird 
watching, kayaking, horse riding 
or exploring the fabulous coast. 
An unspoilt gem of an area. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Visit www.rosevillapembs.co.uk 
or phone Wendy and Philip on 
01789-841425  
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Puffin crossing 

I was clearly over 
enthusiastic last month when 
I talked about the new puffin 
crossing on Bridge Street. 
Now however, the work is 
happening and hopefully we 
will have a much-improved 
situation shortly. 
 

Christmas Lights. 

Some of you will receive this 
newsletter before the 25th. 
November, so this is a 
reminder to you of the switch 
on at the village hall, 
festivities starting at 5pm. We 
look forward to seeing you 
there. 
 

Leases to the village hall, 
Newbold Road land and 
Dog Close. 

We are often asked when 
these leases will be signed. 
As I write this in November, 
we have not received the 
proposed lease to Dog Close. 
We have received the other 
two leases. The lease for 
Newbold Road is straight 
forward and we are happy to 
go ahead with that. We have 
raised one or two questions 
about the lease for the village 
hall and surrounding land and 

are waiting 
for a 
response 
from the 
solicitors 
representing 
Walton 
Estate. We 

will, of course, let you know 
when everything is complete. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Anti-social behaviour and vandalism. 

In the last few months we have seen an increase in anti-social 
behaviour, graffiti and littering across the village.  We recently 
installed the concrete bases for 3 new benches in the village. 
These were vandalised before they had time to set. Over the 
weekend of 27/28 October there was a spate of further 
vandalism. A pot of paint was thrown around Chestnut Square 
bus shelter, a cage and trolley were taken from the Co-op, 
damaged and left in Loxley Close and the waste bin by the 
lychgate was dismantled and its contents, mainly dog poo 
bags, emptied over the road. There was also paint thrown at a 
house at the other end of the village. The police have been 
informed of the incidents around Loxley Close. 
We are extremely grateful to those residents who cleaned the 
paint from the bus shelter and those who cleared up the litter. 
It is a great pity that the culprits who did all this damage are 
not as community minded and they should be aware that their 
actions are criminal, and if they are caught prosecution will 
follow. 
Not all the people doing this damage are young, but a number 
are. Do you know where your young people are in the 
evenings? A great many are in the underpass smoking for 
instance and some very late at night. 
 We all have a responsibility for our community and if you see 
anything happening please ring 101 to report it. Don’t tackle 
things yourself, contact the police. 
The Parish Council is looking into ways to tackle this 
unacceptable level of mindless crime.   These include 
increased frequency of litter-picking; we are contacting 
Stratford District Council as they are responsible for the layby 
and area round the underpass. We are also looking to improve 
security around the underpass, installing deterrent measures 
and improving visibility around Loxley Close. 
In a recent article, I said that Loxley Close and the area 
around it is a priority for the police, identified at the recent 
Community Forum. They have been seen patrolling the area. 
We have been in touch with the Community Payback team 
about the removal of graffiti and once we have identified it all 
with them we will work to remove it.   
One of the things I do is monitor the reported crime rate in 
Wellesbourne and Walton and there does seem to have been 
an increase in recent months. If you want to view this 
information, it can be found at the following address: 
https://www.police.uk/warwickshire/well/crime/ 

It is possible to drill down to street level. 
I do not want to make it sound as though Wellesbourne and 
Walton are a home for anti-social behaviour and crime. We 
are no different to other areas in the country but when it is the 
village in which you live, it matters! We must report incidents, 
not just ignore them. Reporting raises the profile of the village 
and area with the police and they will accordingly visit us more 
frequently. We no longer are able to have the “bobby on the 
beat” but we can have more patrols around the village. 
Wellesbourne is a wonderful place to live and bring up our 
children and families, let’s keep it that way. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

December Meetings 
5th Council Meeting, 

Methodist Church Hall 7.30pm 
11th. Office and Staffing 
Committee, Parish Council 

Office 10am 
12th. Highways, 
Environment and Emergency 
Committee, Parish Council 

Office 7.30pm 
18th. Finance Committee, 

Parish Council Office 7.30pm 
19th Community Facilities 
Committee, Parish Council 

Office 7.30pm 

 
 

Christmas opening hours 
The Parish Council Office will 
close at the end of the day on 
Friday 22nd. December and 

reopen on 2nd January 2018. 
If you have any concerns, it is 
possible to contact Councillors 
using their contact details on 
the website and in the Index. 

 

 
 
Finally, on behalf of the Parish 
Council, I would like to wish 
you a safe, happy and restful 
Christmas and a prosperous 
New Year.  
 

Anne Prior   
Chairman of the Council  
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