
FRIENDSHIPS 
“All his friends stood far off even the women who had 

travelled with him from Galilee”.   These words have to be 

among the most poignant in all the Gospels because they 

describe the betrayal of someone who had put complete and 

unswerving trust in the loyalty of his disciples’ friendship 

for him. 

The essential thing about deep friendship is the expectation 

that it will always be firm, even if one’s own family have 

turned away the hope will be that at least there will be a 

friend who will support and empathise with how we feel 

and will understand us. A true and reliable friendship 

requires time and patience to mature in flavour and in 

depth, as it is said of a good wine.  They do not just happen 

at the click of a button or with a text message on a mobile 

telephone. 

Many young people do use these means to foster 

relationships I am sure but the dangers inherent in Facebook 

and similar means of communication  can be hidden to the 

unwary or inexperienced and have led to tragic 

consequences for some.  Trust and a lot of faith are necessary 

ingredients but repay waiting to achieve. 

The young and the not so young in heart may feel stirred by 

the Spring breezes when all nature seems so alive at this time 

of the year and wish to engender a permanent long- term 

commitment with another of like mind. But I think this too 

will be sounder if initially built on a deep and faithful 

friendship with the loved one.  The Daniel O’Donnell song 

My Forever Friend may have attractive lyrics but the 

friendship he sings about was achieved by the subject of the 

song through much pain and struggle along the way.  

Pope Benedict 16th once said that God is always faithful to 

his promises but he often surprises us in the way he fulfils 

them.  A vibrant friendship can be like that: faithful but ever 

likely to surprise. 

Fr David 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Wellesbourne 

Choral Society 

 
The Yeomen of the Guard 
(details of all concerts p9) 

The Railwaymen 

of Wellesbourne 

 
 (See  Norman’s article  p7) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Picnic with the 

Archbishop 

 
Sunday 27

th
 May (page 12) 

Tower Open Day 

 
& Bacon Baps Sat. 12

th
 May 

(more details on page 3) 

Chedham’s Yard 
(Opening soon see page 8) 

 

Spring Show 

(Pictures on page 8) 

New team at St Peter’s

 
New Churchwardens Rosemary Ottaway & Lynn Darby  
(details of Elections and the Annual Meeting on page 5)

 



 

Wellesbourne and Walton Diary and Forthcoming Events 

Daily Activities 
Monday – Friday 
St Peter's Tiddlers Pre-School Church Centre 
2 years 9 months to 5 years. 9.15am to 12.15 pm.  
Contact Sally on 07759 711693 
Life Well Link 10am New Stratford Hospital 1

st
 Floor 

Drop-in advice and support centre for people with life 
threatening illnesses, their carers and families. 

Weekly Activities 
MONDAY 
St Peter's Little Angels Noughts to Fives Toddler Group 
Church Centre. 1.30 - 3pm. Contact Sue on 01789 842464. 
Yoga for beginners – 6.15 – 7.45pm Fire Station. Contact 
Sally on  07855 465659 
St Peter's Bridge Club Church Centre. 7.15pm. Contact 
Helena Hemming 01789 840128 
Bingo Willett House. 7pm. 
Dynamic Hatha Yoga at The Malt House, Alveston.  6.30-8 
p.m.  Contact details Genevieve 07849 158 850 

TUESDAY 
Muddy Puddles Toddler Group A stay and play group for 
babies and toddlers up to age 5. Village Hall 9.30 – 11.30am. 
Healthy snacks and drinks available. 50p donation towards 
cost of refreshments. Contact Natalie on 07891 373572. 
Rhythm Time A fun way to learn through music, ages 0-4 
years. Methodist Church Hall. Contact Sue 01926 886995. 
Wacky Racquets 4 – 5.30pm Stratford Leisure Centre  
Its aim is to teach 8-11 year olds the FUNdamentals of sport 
with the emphasis on agility, balance and co-ordination. 
Contact Chris Osborne (01789) 842664 or email 
AlvestonJuniors@aol.com 
Alveston Juniors Badminton Club 6-7.30pm ages 10-13 and 
7.30 9pm ages 14-17. Normally meet at KES. For more info 
contact Chris Osborne (01789) 842664 
Whist Drive at Wellesbourne Bowls Club - 7pm.  Cup of 
tea/coffee and biscuit at half time. Small raffle. All welcome.  
For more details ring George Smith 01789 555803.  
Choral Society Methodist Church 7.30pm. Contact M Cox 
01789 841826 
Slimming World at The Connie 9.30 a.m. Contact Faye Fox 
841876 
WEDNESDAY 
T’ai Chi 9 –10am Hampton Lucy Village Hall 
Exercises for Elderly and Disabled People.  Willett House. 
9.45 – 10.45. Exercise training to Music for the Over Sixties.   
£2.50 per session.  Learn to manage your body, to maintain 
your independence. 
Wednesday Club Church Centre, 2 -4 pm 
WAG Walking A one to two-hour walk around the village. All 
ages welcome. Meet outside the Conservative Club 2pm. 
Contact Hilary on 01789 840713 or 07903 208867. 
Slimming World St Peter’s Church Centre 5.30 p.m and 7.30 
p.m. . Contact Faye Fox 01789 841876 
Wellesbourne Art Group 7–9pm Wellesbourne Fire Station 
Our membership is full but anyone interested in art is welcome 
to our monthly demonstrations - £2.50 to include coffee.  If 
interested please contact either Kate on 01789 841073 or 
Audrey on 01789 840146. 
Badminton for Ladies 7.30 – 9.00 p.m. at KES School 
Stratford. Contact Chris Osborne on (01789) 842664 

THURSDAY 
Weight Watchers St Peter's Church Centre 6:15-7:15pm  
Further details - contact Susan Lowe 07972 703124 
Bell Ringers Practice St Peter's Church 7.30 - 9pm.  
New and existing ringers welcome. 
Quiz Nite 8.30pm Wellesbourne Conservative Club 
FRIDAY  
Walking for Health 9.45 a.m. Village Hall: walk for 1-1½ hours 
around Wellesbourne and beyond, with trained leaders. 
Contact Peter 841755. 
Bingo Willett House 7pm 
SATURDAY  
Methodist Church Hall.  Open for coffee 10 – 11.30am 

Forthcoming Events 

May 2012 

3
rd
 District and Parish Council elections 

5
th 

Stour Singers concert of music by Haydn and Handel at
 

St. Edmund’s Church in Shipston-on-Stour.  For details 
contact Yvonne Ridley on 01789 269587 

8
th
  Wellesbourne Parish Council monthly meeting at 7.30 
p.m. at the Methodist Hall. 

8
th
  Mothers’ Union “Faith through nature” talk by Mrs S 
Leach  2.30 p.m. in St Peters Church Centre 

8
th
 U3A  2.00 for 2.30pm St Peter's Church. “Garden birds in 
Spring and Summer” talk by David Tideswell. Non-
members £2.  

8
th
 Ladies Club. “Do you remember children’s hour” talk by 
Actress Gillian Andrews.  Methodist Church Hall at 8.00 
pm. Contact Janet Quint on 840769 

9
th
 Wellesbourne Women’s Institute Resolutions evening. 
Village Hall 7.30 p.m. 

11
th 
Macmillan Cancer Support 10 – 11.15 am 

 Methodist Hall - Cuppa and Chat Morning. 
12

th-
Hampton Lucy

 
Plant Sale at Hampton Lucy Village Hall in 

aid of the hall, 9.00 a.m. – noon. 
12

th
 St Peters Church Tower Open Day  9.30 – 11.30. with 
bacon baps and cake stall. Last trip up tower 11.00. 

12
th
 Shipston Home Nursing. Plant Sale at Sheldon Bosley 
Hub, Shipston on Stour, 10 a.m. - noon.  For details 
phone 01608 686932 

15
th
 May Neighbourhood Watch AGM 7.30 p.m. in the 
Methodist Church Hall. 

17
th 
Wellesbourne in Bloom 7.30pm Ring Heather Sims for 
more details 07515 951013. 

17
th 
Village Society  Talk on Compton Verney by Dr S 
Pinches 7.30 p.m. in the Village Hall. For information call 
842317 or 841605 

24
th
 Women Alone 2.30 – 4.00 p.m. in the Carr Room, St 
Peter’s Church. Meet with others for a social chat. 

25
th
 Macmillan Cancer Support 10 – 11.15 am 

 Methodist Hall - Cuppa and Chat Morning. 

To Book Wellesbourne Village Hall 
Contact:  Ron and Julia Smedley on 841396 

Fortnightly Activities 

Wellesbourne Community Church every 2
nd
 and 4

th
 Monday 

7.30 p.m. at the Bowls Club, Loxley Close 
Hug from Above coffee & chat in St Peter’s Church Rooms for 
parents of schoolchildren 9.30 a.m. 1

st
 and 3

rd
 Weds. 

Wellesbourne and District Lions Club meets on the 2
nd 
and 

4
th
 Mons. each month at 8pm at Shahs Restaurant. Everyone 

welcome. Please contact Membership Coordinator Lion Terry 
Offiler 01926 624153 or Lion Max Down 01789 841567 
Joseph Arch Lodge 8141 of the RAOB Meets fortnightly on 
Mondays 8pm at the Conservative Club, Church St. 
Mobility Plus Exercise Class at Alveston Leys Nursing Home. 
(Open to the all) Alt. Thurs. at 2pm £2.50 per class. Please ring 
Nicola Howerd to reserve your place on 204391.  
Wellesbourne Knit and Natter group meet 1st and 3rd Tues. 
at the Church Hall from 6pm. Experienced and learners knitters 
and crocheters welcome. Contact Amanda on 840045. 
Well baby and Child Health Clinic in the Children’s Centre in 
the Library.  2

nd
 and 4

th
 Mondays 10am – 12 noon.  No 

appointment necessary - just drop in. 01789 405122 

Websites: St Peter’s Church  
 www.stpeterswellesbourne.org.uk 

 Parish Council  
 www.wellesbournepc.org  

 Wellesbourne and Walton Community  
 www.wellesbourne.f9.co.uk 

ST PETER’S CHURCH CENTRE 

For hiring, contact 01789 840827 between 6 & 8pm 

Letting of METHODIST CHURCH CENTRE, 
apply to Mrs H Cox  01789 840412 
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Mac 

Kineton Art Group  
will be holding their Open Art Exhibition and 
Sale of Paintings at Kineton Village Hall on 
Saturday & Sunday, 12

th
 & 13

th
 May 2012. 

Doors will be open from 10-00 am until 5-00 
pm each day.  Adults, 50p: Children, free.   
Please come and enjoy the abundance of 
paintings by our members and many other 
local artists.  Refreshments including tea and 
home-made cakes will be available throughout 
each day. 

 

Her Majesty’s 

Diamond Jubilee 
  Don’t forget the Diamond 
  Jubilee Beacon on the 
  Tower of St Peter’s on 
  Monday 4th June and the 
  barbeque at the Church 
  Centre at 7.30pm 
  Tickets for this are £5.50 
  for adults and £3.50 for 
  children. Licensed bar 
  serving wine and juices 

Tickets from:-David Close 01789 840302 
Peter & Veronica Quinn 01789 840827 
Michael & Linda Dane 01789 470491 

 

AEROBATIC SEMINAR 
ALL DAY  THURSDAY 24th MAY 

Aerobatic aircraft from all over the UK will 
gather  to take part. The ‘Touchdown Inn ‘ will 
be open from 9am to 5pm offering a wide 
variety of snacks and home cooked meals. 
Customers welcome to view the aerobatics 
from the patio at no extra charge. 
Further information from ‘On Track Aviation’ 

01789 842777 

Another Diamond Jubilee 

RON & JUNE 

 
Would like to thank our family and friends for our 
their good wishes on our Diamond Wedding 
Anniversary. Special thanks to Sheila, Mac and 
friends of Wednesday Club and MU friends 
A big “thank you” to Rev’d. Kate for our vows in 
Church and all who shared refreshments, a lovely 
cake made by West’s Bakery. We both enjoyed our 
day.  God Bless you all. 

 

MACMILLAN CANCER SUPPORT 
Our recent 

EASTER EGG EXTRAVAGANZA 

raised £428.50£428.50£428.50£428.50, a fantastic result! 
Thank you to everyone who supported us by 
providing eggs and coming along on the day to join 
the Easter Egg Hunt! Thanks to the Stag's Head, Co-
op and Barclays Bank for having collection boxes for 
the eggs and Sainsbury's, Warwick for their generous 

donation. 

 

Need your spring plants? 
Look no further than the Methodist Church on 
Saturday 19 May, from 10:30-12:30.  The W&W 
Horticultural Society is pleased to have the 
opportunity to provide you with more plants for your 
garden, pots, house and veg patch.  Buy plants and 
join the coffee morning!   We’ll have a wide variety of 
plants available just as we reach that point in May 
when we can be assured that we’ll have no more 
frost.  

 

At the time of going to press (sounds grand!), we 
anticipate having a selection of vegetables and 
herbs, such as dwarf bean, cucumber, pumpkin, 
courgette, pepper, tomatoes of all sorts (for both 
eating and cooking), salad greens of many types, 
coriander, lavender and parsley. We also expect to 
have flowering plants, such as sunflower, antirrhinum 
(snapdragon), nasturtium, hollyhock, eryngium, 
ligularia, ipomea (morning glory), geranium, petunia, 
gazania, gaillardia, foxglove, begonia, heuchera, and 
more. 
Do come and support us! We count on our plant 
sales as the largest source of funds to keep running 
the shows, and your support is much appreciated.” 

ST. PETER’S WELLESBOURNE 

TOWER OPEN DAY & 

BACON BAPS 
Saturday 12

th
 May 9:30 – 11:30 
am 

Come along and have a bacon bap with a 
cup of coffee/tea Buy cakes from our Cake 
Stall See the eight bells See the view from 
the top of the tower Find out more about 
bell-ringing. Last trip up the tower at 11am 

 

SHIPSTON HOME NURSING 
PLANT SALE SATURDAY 12

TH
 MAY 

10AM-12 noon at SHELDON BOSLEY HUB 
…off Pittway Avenue, Shipston on Stour 
(previously Norgren Social Club) 
Plant Donations are always welcome as 
ever and can be brought to the venue 
between 10 am and 2 pm on Friday 11

th
 for 

inclusion in the Sale. 

CONTACT DEBBIE JOSS 01608 686932 

 

 
Sunday 17th June 
Wellesbourne Aerodrome 

WWN NEWS TEAM 
Editor:  
Mac Parry 840757; 
michael@macsheip.freeserve.co.uk 
Advertising:  
M Crocker 470380; 
michael@crocker.wanadoo.co.uk 
Diary Diva:  
Linda Dane 470491; 
landm.dane@btinternet.com 
Photographs:  
Norman Biddington; Clive Hanley; 
Paula Kerr  
Contributors:  
Elizabeth Hamilton; Norman Biddington  
Distribution: 
Tony Crocker 840536; 
crocker670@btinternet.com  

Alice Macdonald 840270 or Elizabeth 
Hamilton 840460 welcome ideas for 
local stories and will be happy to help 
write them up. Articles may be left at 
12, Mountford Close or at 3 Chapel 
Street by the 10th of the month. 

 

Many a man aims at nothing and 

hits it with remarkable precision.  

(Archbishop Whately)  



 

 

 

 

 

 

Dene Valley U3A 
he Dene Valley U3A is a self-
help, self-managed lifelong 
learning co-operative for people 

no longer in full time work, providing 
opportunities for members to share 
learning experiences in a wide range of 
interest groups and to pursue learning 
not for qualifications, but for funfunfunfun. 
We serve particularly the villages of the 
Dene Valley and are centred on 
Wellesbourne but include all the 
villages in the area south of 
Leamington, east of Stratford, west of 
the M40 and north from Shipston. U3A 
membership is not related to a specific 
age but to a period in one’s life (the 
third age) after the second age of full-
time employment and parental 
responsibility. Anybody in their third age 
can join U3A and this includes people 
who are working part time.  There is no There is no There is no There is no 
specific lower age for membershipspecific lower age for membershipspecific lower age for membershipspecific lower age for membership. 
Joining the Dene Valley U3A gives you 
access to a large number of interest 
groups which you will see listed in our 
newsletter (sent to members monthly 
and available at meetings and on our 
website). You will also be able to join 
the interest groups of other 
neighbouring U3A’s as well as online 
courses organised by the 3

rd
 Age Trust. 

Our current membership is in excess of 
300 so joining also gives you 300 
potential new friends. 
We also have a monthly meeting with a 
guest speaker on the second Tuesday 
of the month in St. Peters Church 
Wellesbourne at 14.30. Come along 
and talk to us (Wendy, Anne, Dick or 
any of the Committee) and see what 
you think. 
Our speaker on 8888

thththth May May May May will be David 
Tideswell who will aim to communicate 
his love for birds in his talk on Garden Garden Garden Garden 
Birds in Spring and SummerBirds in Spring and SummerBirds in Spring and SummerBirds in Spring and Summer. David's 
enthusiasm for birds was initially 
sparked by his father, whose diaries 
from the fifties continue to inspire him 
today, and also by his primary school 
teacher, Miss Prince, who with her own 
eyesight failing, used the young David 
to identify birds on class nature walks. 
Having taken two courses at Keele 
University with the renowned naturalist 
Eric Longman, 12 years ago David left 
his job as an electrical engineer to 
concentrate on his burgeoning speaking 
and writing career. Dubbed the “Robin “Robin “Robin “Robin 
Man”Man”Man”Man” by Bill Oddie, David has made 
many appearances on television in 
Springwatch, Birds Britannia, Planet Springwatch, Birds Britannia, Planet Springwatch, Birds Britannia, Planet Springwatch, Birds Britannia, Planet 
EarthEarthEarthEarth and with Alan Titchmarsh in The The The The 
British Isles British Isles British Isles British Isles ---- a Natural History a Natural History a Natural History a Natural History. 
For more details, contact our 
Membership Secretary, Wendy 
Ironmonger on 01789 293377, e-mail 
marendy@tiscali.co.uk or visit 
www.denevalleyu3a.btck.co.uk . Our  
Annual Subscription is only £15, which 
you must agree is amazing value for all 
the benefits listed above. 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Wellesbourne/Kineton  

Community Forum 

News. 
he March meeting was held at he March meeting was held at he March meeting was held at he March meeting was held at 
Wellesbourne Fire Station where Wellesbourne Fire Station where Wellesbourne Fire Station where Wellesbourne Fire Station where 
the Young Firefighters served the Young Firefighters served the Young Firefighters served the Young Firefighters served 

refrefrefrefreshments including hot cross buns. reshments including hot cross buns. reshments including hot cross buns. reshments including hot cross buns. 
They also started the meeting, to an They also started the meeting, to an They also started the meeting, to an They also started the meeting, to an 
audience of over forty, by describing audience of over forty, by describing audience of over forty, by describing audience of over forty, by describing 
why they joined the Young Firefighters why they joined the Young Firefighters why they joined the Young Firefighters why they joined the Young Firefighters 
and the kind of work they do.and the kind of work they do.and the kind of work they do.and the kind of work they do.    
The police reported back on car The police reported back on car The police reported back on car The police reported back on car 
speeding and antisocial behaviour in speeding and antisocial behaviour in speeding and antisocial behaviour in speeding and antisocial behaviour in 
both Weboth Weboth Weboth Wellesbourne and Kineton which llesbourne and Kineton which llesbourne and Kineton which llesbourne and Kineton which 
were agreed as priorities at the were agreed as priorities at the were agreed as priorities at the were agreed as priorities at the 
December meeting. The police agreed December meeting. The police agreed December meeting. The police agreed December meeting. The police agreed 
to reconsider the places to hold to reconsider the places to hold to reconsider the places to hold to reconsider the places to hold 
surgeries as residents had expressed surgeries as residents had expressed surgeries as residents had expressed surgeries as residents had expressed 
the view that they would prefer more the view that they would prefer more the view that they would prefer more the view that they would prefer more 
private venues. Once arranged, the private venues. Once arranged, the private venues. Once arranged, the private venues. Once arranged, the 
police will publpolice will publpolice will publpolice will publicise the time and place icise the time and place icise the time and place icise the time and place 
for the surgeries in parish newsletters. for the surgeries in parish newsletters. for the surgeries in parish newsletters. for the surgeries in parish newsletters. 
The audience also heard of success in The audience also heard of success in The audience also heard of success in The audience also heard of success in 
finding bogus traders in the Forum finding bogus traders in the Forum finding bogus traders in the Forum finding bogus traders in the Forum 
area. A DVD on bogus traders was area. A DVD on bogus traders was area. A DVD on bogus traders was area. A DVD on bogus traders was 
shown during the ‘market place’ which shown during the ‘market place’ which shown during the ‘market place’ which shown during the ‘market place’ which 
is where organisations can put up is where organisations can put up is where organisations can put up is where organisations can put up 
displays pridisplays pridisplays pridisplays prior to the meeting.  Parishes or to the meeting.  Parishes or to the meeting.  Parishes or to the meeting.  Parishes 
can also borrow the DVD (telephone can also borrow the DVD (telephone can also borrow the DVD (telephone can also borrow the DVD (telephone 
Amanda on 01789 260135 ). Amanda on 01789 260135 ). Amanda on 01789 260135 ). Amanda on 01789 260135 ). 
Explanation was also given about the Explanation was also given about the Explanation was also given about the Explanation was also given about the 
increase in the police part of the increase in the police part of the increase in the police part of the increase in the police part of the 
Council Tax, the merger of elements of Council Tax, the merger of elements of Council Tax, the merger of elements of Council Tax, the merger of elements of 
Warwickshire and West Mercia Police Warwickshire and West Mercia Police Warwickshire and West Mercia Police Warwickshire and West Mercia Police 
Forces, which will Forces, which will Forces, which will Forces, which will save Warwickshire save Warwickshire save Warwickshire save Warwickshire 
£11 million, and the election of the £11 million, and the election of the £11 million, and the election of the £11 million, and the election of the 
new Police Crime Commissioner in new Police Crime Commissioner in new Police Crime Commissioner in new Police Crime Commissioner in 
November.November.November.November.    
Arising from the last meeting, Arising from the last meeting, Arising from the last meeting, Arising from the last meeting, 
feedback was given on the problem of feedback was given on the problem of feedback was given on the problem of feedback was given on the problem of 
long large vehicles and the headlines long large vehicles and the headlines long large vehicles and the headlines long large vehicles and the headlines 
of the Localism Act. Details were also of the Localism Act. Details were also of the Localism Act. Details were also of the Localism Act. Details were also 
given about tgiven about tgiven about tgiven about the Edgehilll Olympics he Edgehilll Olympics he Edgehilll Olympics he Edgehilll Olympics 
between April and July. Their website between April and July. Their website between April and July. Their website between April and July. Their website 
gives information on how communities gives information on how communities gives information on how communities gives information on how communities 
can become involved.can become involved.can become involved.can become involved.    
There was considerable discussion, There was considerable discussion, There was considerable discussion, There was considerable discussion, 
following a presentation on Stratford following a presentation on Stratford following a presentation on Stratford following a presentation on Stratford 
District Council’s proposals, for new District Council’s proposals, for new District Council’s proposals, for new District Council’s proposals, for new 
housing in the area for thehousing in the area for thehousing in the area for thehousing in the area for the next 15  next 15  next 15  next 15 
years. If the preferred approach is years. If the preferred approach is years. If the preferred approach is years. If the preferred approach is 
agreed, a target of 5,600 homes would agreed, a target of 5,600 homes would agreed, a target of 5,600 homes would agreed, a target of 5,600 homes would 
be built in the district between now and be built in the district between now and be built in the district between now and be built in the district between now and 
2028, with 90%, that is 5,040, being 2028, with 90%, that is 5,040, being 2028, with 90%, that is 5,040, being 2028, with 90%, that is 5,040, being 
built in rural areas. Kineton could have built in rural areas. Kineton could have built in rural areas. Kineton could have built in rural areas. Kineton could have 
up to 90 new houses and up to 90 new houses and up to 90 new houses and up to 90 new houses and 
Wellesbourne 240 houses. OtherWellesbourne 240 houses. OtherWellesbourne 240 houses. OtherWellesbourne 240 houses. Other    
smaller villages in the Forum area smaller villages in the Forum area smaller villages in the Forum area smaller villages in the Forum area 
could also have new housing. The final could also have new housing. The final could also have new housing. The final could also have new housing. The final 
version of the plan will be published in version of the plan will be published in version of the plan will be published in version of the plan will be published in 
September with submission to the September with submission to the September with submission to the September with submission to the 
Government in November 2012.Government in November 2012.Government in November 2012.Government in November 2012.    
How communities can determine the How communities can determine the How communities can determine the How communities can determine the 
type and design of new housing by type and design of new housing by type and design of new housing by type and design of new housing by 
producing producing producing producing a Neighbourhood Plan was a Neighbourhood Plan was a Neighbourhood Plan was a Neighbourhood Plan was 
explained. It can’t, though, alter the explained. It can’t, though, alter the explained. It can’t, though, alter the explained. It can’t, though, alter the 
number of houses decided by the number of houses decided by the number of houses decided by the number of houses decided by the 
District Council’s housing plan.District Council’s housing plan.District Council’s housing plan.District Council’s housing plan.    
The next meeting is on Thursday 21The next meeting is on Thursday 21The next meeting is on Thursday 21The next meeting is on Thursday 21stststst    
June at Radway Village Hall and at June at Radway Village Hall and at June at Radway Village Hall and at June at Radway Village Hall and at 
least two topics to be aired will be least two topics to be aired will be least two topics to be aired will be least two topics to be aired will be 
Superfast BroadbanSuperfast BroadbanSuperfast BroadbanSuperfast Broadband and Street d and Street d and Street d and Street 
lighting.lighting.lighting.lighting.    

David Close  
Chair Wellesbourne/Kineton 

Community Forum 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

ith the onset of the 
pleasant weather we 
are all keen (well nearly 

all!) to get into our gardens, and 
can spend many hours pottering 
around in and out of the house 
and garden. 
Sadly we must also be aware 
that opportunist thieves will be 
only too keen to make the most 
of the chance to nip into your 
garden through the open garden 
gate and  quickly help 
themselves to a bundle of your 
favourite tools, not to mention 
newly purchased flowers ready 
to plant. Unbelievable ? It 
happened to a friend of mine last 
spring and almost put her off 
gardening! Another threat is the 
errant scrap metal merchant; 
again it is quite astonishing how 
quickly they will spot any mower 
left alone (do they come 
equipped with metal detectors?) 
and even more amazing how 
quickly they can remove same. 
You have been warned. By the 
way your garden tools can easily 
be marked with Smart Water, 
plus suitable signage to adver-
tise the fact. Just give me a ring 
if you haven't got yours yet.  
It is AGM time for us again and 
this year we are holding it at the 
Methodist Hall on Tuesday 15th 
May, 7.30 pm prompt. Nothing 
very exciting,(unless you are 
going to volunteer to be 
Chairman!) However if you are 
thinking of alarming your house, 
we have invited two companies 
to come and demonstrate their 
alarm systems, You will have 
plenty of time to ask questions 
whilst enjoying light 
refreshments. Look forward to 
seeing you.  

Frankie Stuart . 
Chairman  

Neighbourhood Watch 
888841819 41819 41819 41819 

frankiestauart@virginmedia.comfrankiestauart@virginmedia.comfrankiestauart@virginmedia.comfrankiestauart@virginmedia.com    

    

Teacher asked Joan why her 

brother was absent from 

school.  

She replied “Mum told me to 

tell you John couldn't come 

'cos he couldn't go. Mum has 

given him something to make 

him go and when he's gone he 

can come." 

    
    
    
    
    

 

 
 

 

 

Wellesbourne  

& District Lions 
 hope you all had a good 
Easter despite the 
disappointment of the  
typical dismal bank holiday 

weather which we were 
blessed with!! 
Hopefully we will be lucky 
enough to get some sunshine 
for the May Day holiday 
weekend!! 
The lions are now looking 
forward to their biggest event 
on the calendar, the 
Wellesbourne & Shakespeare 
Lions Clubs annual charity raft 
race, which will take place on 
Sunday 17

th
 June. As I prepare 

this article, I am delighted to be 
able to report that over twenty 
entries have already been 
received, which is way ahead 
of last year. There has also 
been a lot of activity on the 
website www.raftrace.org.uk 
which bodes well for a bumper 
turnout. The Lions have a raft 
available for ‘loan’ to the 
highest bidder and this year we 
are pleased to announce that a 
bid of £200 has been accepted. 
This years main beneficiary, 
Different Strokes, seems to 
have encouraged a lot of new 
raft entries, perhaps because 
many of us are aware of 
someone who is a younger 
stroke survivor and want to 
take the opportunity to help 
make a difference.  
A dedicated online donation 
service at  my donate 
(www.btplc.com/mydonate) 
has been set up to assist the 
rafters and their sponsors to 
make a donation. Just enter 
raft race in the search box and 
follow the instructions. All 
donators will be asked if they 
would ‘gift aid’ their donation, 
which will add another 25% to 
the amount.    
I would also like to remind you 
to pop along to the Fox Inn at 
Loxley on Monday 4

th
 June. 

Gareth and his team will be 
hosting a diamond jubilee party 
with assistance from the Lions. 
The event is free to enter, with 
the fun starting at 4pm and will 
run through the afternoon and 
evening. Live music will be 
provided by local band, Cactus 
Jam. Funds raised at the event 
will be in aid of Zoë’s place, 
children’s hospice.  

Lion Andy Stokes 
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Parish  

Council  

Notes 

Parish Council Elections 
The meeting on 3rd April was the 
last ordinary meeting of this 
Council. There will be elections 
on May 3rd for Councillors in both 
Wellesbourne Hastings, all of the 
village north of the river, and in 
Wellesbourne Mountford 
everywhere south of the river, 
including Dovehouse. 
We have some excellent 
candidates standing for election, 
with a wide variety of experience 
to bring for the benefit of the 
community. Many Parish Councils 
struggle to fill all the vacancies so 
it is good that so many people 
want to contribute to the wellbeing 
of the Wellesbourne.  The next 
four years will bring opportunities 
to make a real difference. 

As a result of this interest I have 
decided not to stand for the 
Parish Council. I shall continue to 
attend Council Meetings and 
Highways Committees and help 
the Council in whatever way I 
can. 

The Future of the Village Hall, 
the Youth Club and the Car 
Park 
Discussions continue with the 
owners, Walton Estate. 

The Sports and Community 
Centre 
Discussions continue with the 
Leisure Management Company 
interested to run the Leisure 
Centre. The tender is being 
evaluated, but makes some very 
interesting and attractive 
proposals.  

Future Parish Council Meetings 
The next meeting of the Parish 
Council will be on 8th May 2012 
at the Methodist Hall at 7.30.  All 
are welcome. Unusually this is the 
second Tuesday in the month, 
because of the Parish Council 
Elections on 3rd May,  
The next meeting of the 
Amenities and Highways 
Committee will be on 24th April 
in The Parish Council Offices at 
7.30. 

David Johnston 
Chair Wellesbourne Parish 

Council 

01789 841434 
www.wellesbournepc.org 

 

 

 

Unlock the Music  
here was standing room only at the Church Centre on Saturday 24

th
 March. The 

concert, compered by Lizzie Perring herself, began most unusually with an 
exquisite, balanced and beautifully controlled dance realisation of ‘Winter’ from  

    Vivaldi’s Four Seasons by Darrell and Amy  

    There followed a succession of classical solos 
    and duets from composers as varied as  
    Handel and Mendelssohn and Purcell all sung 
    with great feeling by a variety of talented 
    young soloists. Perhaps the most moving of 
    which was a rendering of Dido’s lament.  

    The first of two intervals followed, notable for 
    the Cake! Obviously the talent of this  
    ensemble extend beyond music. 

    The Fantasia String Quartet entertained us for 
    the next part of the concert with a programme 
    of modern (19

th
 & 20

th
C) music from  

    composers such as Saint-Saens and Anita 
    Hewitt-Jones. The Quartet was augmented by 
    flautist Dave Weir for some pieces. A second 
    interval, with wine and nibbles, was  
    succeeded by a performance of Henry  
    Purcell’s “Come ye Sons of Art”. In this the 
    young soloists were joined by other singers. 
    There were numerous solos throughout the 
piece but perhaps the tiny figure of the first, Alexandra, stole our hearts. 

A thoroughly enjoyable and inspiring evening and there will undoubtedly be further 
concerts I am sure. Just watch this space and if you would like to sing just contact 
Lizzie o 07941 565 311 

 

New team at St Peter’s 

t the Annual Parish Meeting two new Churchwardens were elected, Rosemary Rosemary Rosemary Rosemary 
Ottaway & Lynn Darby.Ottaway & Lynn Darby.Ottaway & Lynn Darby.Ottaway & Lynn Darby. (see front page) They will take office on May 10

th
 at a 

service in St. Andrew’s, Shottery
 

At the subsequent APCM Jane Collard,Jane Collard,Jane Collard,Jane Collard,    Richard Flower, Richard Flower, Richard Flower, Richard Flower, Judith GastonJudith GastonJudith GastonJudith Gaston,,,, Pippa Glover Pippa Glover Pippa Glover Pippa Glover    & & & & 
Sheila ParrySheila ParrySheila ParrySheila Parry were elected to the PCC, most of them for a three year term. 
Several people spoke about their work. 
Jane CollardJane CollardJane CollardJane Collard spoke about children’s church and the youth group;  Lynn DarbyLynn DarbyLynn DarbyLynn Darby on 
pastoral care and how she is encouraging people to join home groups; and Barry Barry Barry Barry 
ColemanColemanColemanColeman  on the Community Church, which started in May last year; Wendy BiddingtonWendy BiddingtonWendy BiddingtonWendy Biddington 
said that she would have completed 3 years of her curacy training in July.  She had 
enjoying going out into the community and building relationships;;;;    Betty MiddletonBetty MiddletonBetty MiddletonBetty Middleton 
spoke about the prayer chain.  In the first year there were 77 prayer requests; in the 
second year 125; and so far this year there have been 38 requests. 
In presenting the accounts Treasurer Kay HealeyKay HealeyKay HealeyKay Healey said that, although the figures 
showed a surplus, in fact we  had just about broken even this year. However next year 
our Parish Share will increase to £60,740, compared with £53,377 in 2011 

 

Tiddler’s Pre-School 
irstly many thanks to all those families who came to our Easter fair. We had a fun 
afternoon and raised £520. We ended the half term with our Easter service. The 
children sang to their parents and Rev’d Wendy  judged the Easter bonnet 

parade, a hard job as there were some amazing hats. We all then went back to the 
church rooms for coffee and hot cross buns  where parents had an opportunity to look 
at learning journals and talk to staff. 
Many parents ask about funding for pre-schools, Tiddler’s opens week day mornings in 
term time. From the term afterafterafterafter your child’s 3

rd
 birthday you will be entitled to Nursery 

Education Funding which pre-school claims on your behalf. You can claim 15 hours 
free childcare a week. If your child is under 3 then you have to pay the pre-school fees. 
Tiddler’s charge £12.00 a session.  We will accept children from two and a half. We are 
also asked about staff and qualifications. This has also been in the news of late. 
Tiddler’s employs 7 paid staff and on most days there are at least 5 staff working with 
the children.  We can care for 26 children per session. All staff are trained in the care 
and education of young children, two with degrees and all staff members have NVQ 
qualifications in childcare. We are all trained in safeguarding, paediatric first aid and the 
Early years foundation stage. We are supported by our Early Years advisory teacher 
Sandy Shepherd who does in house training.  
If you would like a place from September 2012 please call Karen for an application form 
on 07876 764 16007876 764 16007876 764 16007876 764 160. Alternatively you can call into the church rooms any week day 
morning from 10am    

 

 

 

 
At  Wellesbourne WI’s 
April meeting the 
speaker was Mr. Alan 
Wolstencroft, whose 
life was changed 
completely shortly 
after joining Rotary 
International. In 2005 
Rotary adopted Mercy 
Ships for Africa as 
their charity for the 
year, providing 
ophthalmic eye 
theatres staffed by 
volunteers.  Rotarians 
had the opportunity to 
volunteer to spend 
eleven days in Sierra 
Leone and make a 
real difference.  Alan 
knew little about 
Sierra Leone at that 
time and was 
completely 
unprepared for the 
conditions in which he 
found people living, in 
a country which had 
been torn apart by 
civil war.  He was 
captivated by the 
spirit and resilience of 
the people who had 
suffered so much and 
were still struggling to 
survive in 
unbelievable poverty 
and squalor. 

Alan joined the Rotary 
Mission Challenge to 
build the Hostel of 
Hope at the Aberdeen 
West Africa Fistula 
Clinic and he became 
very involved with the 
local community 
there.  Since his 
original visit he has 
returned many times, 
having raised funds 
and obtained backing 
from sponsors to 
allow him and 
volunteer friends to 
make unbelievable 
improvements to the 
Christian Hope 
School and to build an 
accommodation block 
at a small rural 
orphanage.  

WI members were 
transported to a world 
which few of them 
have witnessed and 
were delighted to see 
evidence of 
fundraising where all 
the money raised 
reached those in most 
need. 

Rowena Guest 
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Last summer Anne Eccles 

invited me to Wellesbourne 

House to meet an American 

academic, Stacy Cordery, 

whose excellent biography 

Juliette Gordon Low: the 

Remarkable Founder of the Girl 

Scouts has just been  

published. She was able to 

explore the house where 

Juliette, always known as Daisy, 

lived after she married William 

Low, a rich and handsome 

Englishman whose father had 

made a fortune in the cotton 

industry. After a happy 

childhood in Savannah, 

Georgia, Daisy spent her 

married life in England first of all 

at Beauchamp Hall in 

Leamington, now part of the  

Kingsley School, and then at 

Wellesbourne House, where she 

and her husband added an 

extension in the plantation style 

to house the negro servants 

(originally slaves to her family) 

who she brought with her from 

Savannah. William Low had a 

taste for the high life, 

entertaining the 'smart  

set'. including the Prince of 

Wales who was said to enjoy 

the peach fed hams imported 

from Savannah and the waffles 

and other southern American 

food cooked by the negro cook 

Mosianna.  

Daisy suffered from deafness 

and felt increasingly frustrated 

and isolated from her husband's 

friends. She was herself a fun 

loving and slightly  

eccentric lady, known to her 

family as 'Crazy Daisy' but she 

felt that there should be more 

to life than writing out dinner 

menus and making witty  

conversation. In common with 

other ladies in the neighbour-

hood who were trying their 

hand at activities formerly 

thought to be the male 

preserve she began 

experimenting with metal work 

and wood carving. Classes 

which were held for ladies in the 

workshops of Kendall's, the 

wood carvers of Warwick, were 

proving very popular and as 

Peter Bolton told Stacy Cordery 

when she was here, Mrs Eliot, 

the wife of the Vicar of 

Wellesbourne, was an  

accomplished wood carver 

and metal worker. Daisy for her 

part designed wrought iron 

gates for Wellesbourne House 

and is also thought to have  

carried out the balustrade 

round the gallery in the hall. 

Peter Bolton writes in his book 

The Naples of the Midlands that  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
she could have had some help 

from John Thorpe, the village 

blacksmith. 

Daisy was happy in 

Wellesbourne, telling a friend 

that she felt 'at anchor' there. 

She entered into the life, 

helping decorate the church 

and attending village fetes and 

concerts. Sadly, she became 

increasingly alienated from  

her husband, and when he was 

unfaithful to her she decided 

she must leave Wellesbourne 

House. Among those who 

called on her to express their  

sympathy for her plight was the 

Rev. Osbert Mordaunt,  the 

Vicar of Hampton Lucy for 

many years, who remembered 

all too well how his brother  

Sir Charles of Walton Hall had 

suffered when his first wife 

Harriet had been led astray by 

the Prince of Wales and his set. 

He apparently arrived bursting 

with rage' at the way Daisy had 

been treated. 

 

Daisy's husband died before she 

became divorced and she 

struck up a friendship with 

Robert Baden-Powell who like 

herself was a keen amateur  

artist. Revered as the hero of 

Mafeking and becoming  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
increasingly famous when the 

Boy Scout movement which he 

had founded grew in strength, 

he soon won Daisy's admiration 

and she felt inspired by his 

ideals, enthusiastically setting 

up Girl Guide Companies in 

Scotland and London. 

Stacy Cordery tells the story of 

how she enlisted a young 

woman friend as a leader, 

turning a very deaf ear and 

simply saying 'That's settled then' 

when the friend protested that 

she had no time to run a 

company and anyway was no 

good with girls. She travelled 

out to America on the same 

ship as Baden-Powell, and was 

perhaps disappointed when it 

was on that voyage that he 

met his future wife Olave, who 

was to become the Chief 

Guide. 

 

This however did not curb her 

enthusiasm and she soon set up 

a Guide Company in her native 

Savannah. In America as in 

England, the movement  

grew rapidly, the girls them-

selves coming forward in their 

thousands to join, enjoying new 

challenges, adventure, 

companionship and fun. She 

herself became revered as the 

founder of the Girl Scouts - 

Baden-Powell allowing her to 

use the name Scouts rather 

than Guides - , and she has 

been revered by subsequent 

generations of girls, her house in 

Savannah becoming a shrine 

that is visited by Girl Scouts from 

all over the States.  

Wellesbourne House has now 

been converted into offices 

and to mark the centenary of 

the founding of the Girl Scout 

movement by the lady who 

lived in and loved 

Wellesbourne, Clive Hanley, the 

Financial Controller for Warwick 

Energy Ltd., based in one of the 

office suites,  organized a  

 

 

ceremony attended by the 

local Guide Leader Lyn Hancox 

and some of her Guides.  

They heard about Juliette Low 

and the earliest beginnings of 

the Movement they now enjoy 

and they were given a tour of 

the house, going down into the  

ample cellars where no doubt 

the Virginia hams which graced 

the Prince's table were stored.  I 

told them how at first many 

parents disapproved of their  

daughters taking part in boyish 

activities, and how when my 

predecessor as County 

Commissioner in Warwickshire, 

Mrs Hilda Watson, wanted to be 

a Guide, she had to hide her 

uniform from her mother in case 

she should forbid her to join !   

How pleased Daisy would be to 

know that by now 50 million 

American girls have joined what 

she was responsible for 

founding, with currently over 

two million members. Equally 

encouraging is the fact that 

numbers are still increasing in 

our own country, and it is good 

to know that although owing to  

the recession the Youth Service 

in Warwickshire has been 

severely cut, Guiding and 

Scouting still flourish in 

Wellesbourne with a Scout 

troop, a Guide unit, two Brownie 

units, and Rainbow Guides, all 

run by faithful volunteers who 

give unstintingly of their time.  

 

It is good to know, too, that  

Lyn has been chosen to 

represent Warwickshire on the 

Guide longboat which will be 

among the many vessels 

following the Queen's barge at 

the Jubilee River Pageant. There 

is so much to enjoy in Guiding 

as my grand-daughter who lives 

in Kent and who has been a 

Brownie and a Guide and is 

now a Young Leader has said 'I 

love Guides and it's the best 

thing I've ever  

been part of '.  

Elizabeth Hamilton   
President,  

Warwickshire Girl Guiding.  

 
 

  

CENTENARY OF THE AMERICAN GIRL SCOUTS 
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ake the Gloucestershire 
and Warwickshire Railway 
(GWR) steam train from 

Cheltenham Racecourse 
through the Gloucestershire 
Countryside to Winchcombe, 
and it’s easy to imagine you are 
living sixty or more years ago. It 
is this almost magical gift of 
heritage railways, such as 
GWR, to transport us to times 
past that make them so special.  

 

And our trips down memory 
lane couldn’t happen without 
the 650 or so volunteers who 
give their time and energy to 
restoring, maintaining and 
running the railway. Four such 
GWR volunteers live in 
Wellesbourne – David Hancox, 
Andy Smith, Andy Stratford and 
Gordon Wood. David was in 
finance but now makes outdoor 
furniture; Andy Smith is a retired 
software engineer; Andy 
Stratford fits kitchens; and 
Gordon Wood was a civil 
engineer.  

                
Andy Stratford     Gordon Wood 

Their varied backgrounds reflect 
those of GWR’s volunteers, 
although all four are quick to 
point out that far from using 
their specialist skills, it is being 
able to do something new and  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
very different with the railway 
that appeals to them. Each 
gives a day a week. 
Andy Smith and Andy Stratford 
work on the permanent way 
dealing with track restoration 
and maintenance. David 
Hancox works on carriage 
repair and maintenance. 
Gordon Wood is working on the 
restoration of Broadway Station 
which is not yet operational but 
which will eventually be the 
northern end of the journey. 

The railway dates back to the 
early days of the last century. 
The original line was built 
between Honeybourne and 
Cheltenham by The Great 
Western Railway and 
completed a through route from 
the midlands to the south west. 
Through the first half of the 
century the railway flourished 
with express trains such as the 
Cornishman – the 
Wolverhampton to Penzance 
Express - speeding along the 
line.  
 

   
David Hancox        Andy Smith,   

But times changed. In 1955 
Gotherington station was closed 
and in 1960 all local passenger 
services on the line were 
ended. British Railways closed 
the line in 1976 and the track 
was lifted in July 1979.  

GWR society was formed in 
1976, becoming GWR trust in 
1977 and GWSR Plc in 1981. 
The task for the determined 
band of volunteers in preserving  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

and restoring the line was 
immense. Not only did the track 
have to be relayed but signal 
boxes and stations had to be 
rebuilt. At Winchcombe with the 
old station gone, the former 
Monmouth Troy Station was 
reconstructed in its place. And 
in the early days, with money 
short, strict economies were 
necessary. 
 

David Hancox  was a founder 
member of the Stratford Group 
of GWR. He remembers 
painting their first carriage 
chocolate and cream, the old 
Great Western Railway colours. 
Not only did they use ordinary 
household paint, but they 
painted the carriage on one side 
only, the side the passengers 
saw as it pulled into the station.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
But in spite of all the obstacles 
the restoration has been 
remarkably successful. By 1984 
trains were running a short way 
from Toddington and by 2003 
public passenger trains were 
once again running all the way 
to Cheltenham Racecourse. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
But it has not all been plain 
sailing. Two disastrous 
embankment collapses 
occurred in 2010 and 2011. 
One has been repaired but the 
other is still awaiting the 
completion of the £1,000,000 
appeal launched by GWR’s 
president, the pop music 
producer Pete Waterman. In  
spite of these setbacks the 
railway is still running and is still 
determined in its aim to reach 
Broadway. And it still needs 
volunteers. GWR, as the 
Wellesbourne volunteers will tell 
you, is a friendly, enthusiastic 
organisation with a great team 
spirit. And if you simply want a 
flavour of the railway why not 
check out www.gwsr.com for a 
timetable and treat yourself to a 
great day out. 

   
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If the work of God could be 

comprehended by reason it 

would no longer be wonderful 
St Gregory the Great 

(Pope Gregory 1) 

T 
 

Wellesbourne’s Railwaymen 



 

hedham’s Yard will open its 
doors to the public on 
Saturday June 16th.  There 

is still a lot of work to be done – a 
dedicated team of volunteers is 
busy moving artefacts back and, as 
far as possible, placing them in 
their original positions.   Another 
volunteer team has been planting 
the garden area which, as you can 
see from the photograph, is 
beginning to look really good! 
Now that both the water and 
electricity have been connected, 
other finishing work can take place.  
A security system has been 
installed and plans for the 
telephone system, and furnishing 
and equipping the visitor centre are 
forging ahead.  Professional 
consultants are busy putting 
together the interpretation panels, 
leaflets and other material to help 
visitors make the most of their time 
here.   
 

 

 

 
Harry Bryan presents Shiela Freeman 

with the Granville Cup 

 
The Queen  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Trustees have formed several 
working parties to organise 
everything and ensure that nothing 
is forgotten and everything is ready 
on time.   It is a mammoth task, but 
the Trust has been taking advice 
from similar attractions open to the 
public. 
At the same time, we are 
welcoming many new volunteers 
who will be trained in all the 
various tasks needed to get the 
Yard up and running If you are 
interested in becoming a volunteer, 
have a look at the website 
www.chedhamsyard.org.uk or 
contact our Heritage Project 
Officer, Emma Banks 
emma@chedhamsyard.org.uk or 
call 01789 842770   
In 2012 the yard will be open to the 
public every Saturday from 16th 
June until the end of October with 
special events on some Saturdays.  
Pre-booking is essential and you 
can pay by credit or debit card 
through our online booking system 
from the 16th April.  For full details 
of when the yard will be open and 
what events are being held, plus 
how to book, please visit the 
website.  If you do not have access 
to the internet, it is also possible to 
book by telephone on 01789 
842770 on Tuesday’s 1pm until 
4pm and Friday’s 10am until 1pm. 
 

 

 
Pat Harris won Peoples Choice  

AND First for this; 

 
Russ Thomas oversees Rhys  

and Rhian's voting; 

 
Olympic biscuits 

 
 

ompton Verney'sompton Verney'sompton Verney'sompton Verney's visitor 
numbers increased by an 
impressive 70% last year, 

partly due to development of the 
grounds.  They are even better this 
year, featuring a new children's 
playground.  The two exhibitions 
that open the 2012 season are a bit 
tame compared to some previous 
shows.  A bit of cautious populism 
in a recession is probably sensible, 
and both shows have joyous well-
displayed pictures. 

 
Thomas Gainsborough – The 

Watering Place 1774-1777 

Gainsborough's Landscapes: 
themes and variations shows how 
certain themes persisted through 
the artist's life, while his style 
evolved.  It is particularly 
interesting to see the development 
of his drawing techniques.   

 
Thoams Gainsborough – 
Mountainous Landscape  

Gainsborough painted landscapes 
for pleasure writing, 'I am sick of 
portraits and wish very much to.... 
walk off to some sweet village 
where I can paint landscapes and 
enjoy the fag end of life in 
quietness and ease.' 
Into the light: French and British 
painting from Impressionism to the 
early 1920s explores how British 
and French artists influenced each 
other.  

  
Pierre Auguste Renoir - Moulin 

Huet Bay, Guernsey  
As well as some famous 
Impressionist paintings, I loved the 
Stanhope Forbes Cornish fishing 
village.  The light is fabulous.  
Although it looks a bit romantic to  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Robin Polhill Bevan – 

Devonshire Valley No 1 

us today, it was much more 
realistic than had been possible 
previously thanks to the way the 
railways gave access to these 
remote villages.  Don't miss a rare 
chance to see some lively 
paintings by Roderick O'Connor 
who had private means and so did 
not need to display his pictures 
publicly. Look out for a little 
glorious glowing Pisarro 
watercolour too.  

 
Vanessa Bell – Studland Beach 

I found the final room the most 
interesting as it shows British 
painters applying new principles 
from Europe (the primacy of 
pattern, composition and colour) to 
our landscape.  Very satisfyingly 
you can see the big change in style 
over 30 years by comparing 
Clausen's realistic farming scene in 
room 2 with Gore's flattened 
landscape in room 4 painted in 
locations just 20 miles apart. 

Kate Mier 
 

 
Eugene Boudin - A Beach near 

Trouville

 

Philip Wilson Steer – 
Walberswick, Children Paddling 

C
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At the Spring Show 

Chedham’s Yard 
gets ready for opening 
 

 

Spring at Compton Verney 
 



Jubilee Concert 

at Walton 
The Coten Singers will be 
giving a Jubilee Concert at 
3.30 pm in  Walton Church on 
Sunday 10th June with a light 
hearted programme of popular 
classics and well known 
church music on a Jubilee 
theme will included Handel's 
Music for the Royal Fireworks, 
and choral music from the two  
coronations. This will be 
followed by tea at 4.30  and a 
joyous sung Evensong at 
5.30.  Donations in aid of the 
church, no tickets required. 
Just come along and enjoy all 
or part of the celebrations. 

 

FROM MAD HATTERS  

TO BIRDS AND BEES 
antamus, Shipston’s a 

cappella choir led by 

Richard Emms held a 

wonderful tea party in the 

Townsend Hall in March, on 

behalf of the Mad Hatter. With 

an appreciative audience, 

yummy cakes and bakes to go 

with the tea, a proliferation of 

hats and teddy bears, a 

musical programme which 

ranged from the purity of 

Palestrina to the wit of Tom 

Lehrer, some belly-laugh 

inducing readings from Anne 

Hume, and stately renaissance 

dance performances – there 

really was something to appeal 

to everyone.  

In June, Cantamus will be 

presenting a programme with 

Three’s Company, entitled 

“The Birds And The Bees”, as 

part of Shipston Proms. The 

concert is in St. Edmund’s 

Church at 7.30pm. on Monday 

June 18th., and tickets (at 

£8.00) will be available later in 

May from Clarke’s Electrical 

Shop in Shipston, from choir 

members, and on the door. 

Cantamus expects its members 

to be experienced & confident 

sight-singers, and offers a really 

broad repertoire of music 

across different centuries and 

styles, and presents regular 

concerts in South Warwickshire 

and the North Cotswolds. If you 

would like an opportunity to 

explore the possibility of a 

concert, please do get in 

touch with Yvonne Ridley, 

concert manager, on 01789 

269587.  

The choir has a vacancy for 

tenors, and any interested 

tenors should contact Richard 

Emms, the Director, at

 01608  662163.  

Charlecote Park 
harlecote Park was 

buzzing over Easter, 

despite the weather.  

Easter Egg trail, face 

painting and games 

attracted the younger visitors, 

while everyone enjoyed the 

new paths and planting in 

the woodland garden. The 

flowers on the parterre 

looked stunning, as did the 

pots near the restaurant. 

On Easter Monday the bread 

oven in the Victorian scullery 

was hot, showing visitors how 

bread really used to be 

made.  The volunteer cooks 

who work in the kitchen have 

been very proud to win the 

National Trust “Bringing Places 

to Life award” and some of 

the team are shown in this 

photo  

 (from NTimages). 

They are only too happy to 

talk about the recipes they 

use and how they cook over 

the open fire. 

Lambing time was due at the 

end of April and soon the 

lambs will be seen in the Park.  

Sheep shearing takes place 

towards the end of May or 

early June, depending on the 

weather, so ring Charlecote 

Park (01926 470277) for the 

latest information. 

On 18th May, as part of the 

Museums at Night project, 

Charlecote will be 

introducing a “Food and 

Flora” evening.  This is a pre 

bookable event with a 

charge. 

The free “Walk with the 

Gardener” is on 26th May and 

a variety of walks and talks 

are available on most days. 

 
The  Wellesbourne residents' 

free passes for the park and 

gardens at  Charlecote Park 

are still available Just leave a 

stamped addressed 

envelope at Wellesbourne 

library, with a note of how 

many people  at that address 

would like a pass.  Allow 10 

days for delivery.  Passes are 

valid on Wednesdays and 

Thursdays during the summer 

season and daily from 

November to February.  

Children under 5 years old 

are free. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

fter a very moving 

Easter concert, with 

the music linked by 

words and stories about 

reconciliation, relating 

to the 50th anniversary 

of the dedication of 

Coventry Cathedral, the 

Society presents its 

usual Summer Concert. 

Among the music for 

the concert is a 

selection of choruses 

from Gilbert & Sullivan’s 

’The Yeomen of the 

Guard’ together with 

excerpts from the 

musicals ‘Phantom of 

the Opera’ and ‘Les 

Miserables’ and many 

varied individual songs. 

This year the concert 

will be staged at three 

venues - Friday 11th 

May at St. Mary’s 

Church, Tysoe and 

Saturday 12th May at St. 

Nicholas’ Church, 

Warwick both start at 

7.30pm. 

The final concert will be 

at St. Peter’s Church, 

Wellesbourne on Friday 

18th May starting at 

7.30pm. Tickets are £7, 

& include refreshments 

during the interval. 

Accompanied school 

age children are free. 

The raffle proceeds will 

be donated to 

Warwickshire & 

Northamptonshire  Air 

Ambulance. 
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Wellesbourne Choral Society Summer Concerts   

 
 

The Yeomen 

of the Guard 
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Fri 4 May 6.00pm at The Vicarage  

First Friday Prayer then Pub 

ESPECIALLY FOR 

CHILDREN 
Children are welcome at St 
Peter's. There is a Toddlers' 
Area in Church for babies 
and toddlers to use at all 
services. Creche, Children's 
Church & Youth Group 
meet at 10.15 in the Church 
Centre on 2

nd
 and 4

th
 Sundays 

 

FROM THE REGISTERS 
AT ST PETER’S 
FUNERALS 
19th March – Ilona Charlotte 
Lawrence – aged 64 
21st March - Neville Lachowicz 
Coxon – aged 33  

 

PRAYER FOR THE 

VILLAGE 
At St Peter’s this month we are 
praying for all those who live in 
Anson Close, Blenheim Walk, 
Cranwell  Drive, Halifax Close 
Harvard Close, Oxford Way, 
Redhill Close, Redhill Nursery & 
Sunderland Place..  

 

 

 

 
A service & picnic with the 

Archbishop of Canterbury, The 
Most Rev’d Dr. Rowan Williams 
Entertainment; Free car parking; 
Hog roast & other refreshments 
available or  bring your own picnic 

12 noon Sunday  
27th May 2012 

NAC, Stoneleigh. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ST PETER’S 
PRAYER CHAIN 

If you have a request for prayer, 
please ring Betty Middleton on 
841334 who will pass it on 
confidentially to a chain of people 
who will surround your situation 
with prayer daily for a week 

 

ST. PETER’S CHURCH, 
WELLESBOURNE 

16
th
, 23

rd
 and 30

th
 May 

THREE BIBLE STUDIES 

  
“RECONCILING PEOPLE” 

May 16: Joseph & his Brothers: 
Reconciliation in the Family.       
A study of Genesis 37, 39-45, 50 
led by Canon Christopher Lamb 

May 23: David and the Crown: 
Reconciliation in the State.                        
Studies in 1 & 2 Samuel led by 
Canon Christopher Lamb 

May 30:The Christian Mandate: 
Reconciliation with God.                            
A study of 2 Corinthians chapters 
4 & 5 led by Rev Kate Mier 
All commencing at 7:30 p.m.      
Refreshments will be served 

 

Diamond Jubilee 

Celebrations at St Peter’s 

Saturday 2nd June  
2.30-4.30pm Cream Teas at St 
Peter's with Songs of Praise 
(outside if fine weather) at 3.30pm 

Monday 4th June 
Barbeque at the Church Centre at 
7.30pm and the beacon will be lit 
on the tower at about 10.00pm. 
Tickets for the barbeque are £5.50 
adults & £3.50 for children will be 
available from David Close  01789 
840302; Peter & Veronica Quinn 
01789 840827; Michael & Linda 
Dane 01789 470491. 
There will be a licensed bar 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ST PETER’S CHURCH CONTACTS 

& ST JAMES’S Parish Office 

9.30-11.30am Tues - Fri for enquiries, baptisms & weddings 

stpeterswellesbourne@fsmail.net  840262 

www.stpeterswellesbourne.org.uk      wellcommchurch.org.uk 

Vicar Rev’d. Kate Mier, The Vicarage, Church St 840262 

kate.mier1@gmail.com    

Churchwardens; Rosemary Ottaway Tel 471107 & Lynn Darby 842431 

Curate Rev’d. Wendy Biddington, 72, Mountford  Close.   840953 

RC Fr. David Condron The Presbytery, Kineton  01926 640275 

Rev’d. Ralph Watkins  35, Hammerton Way  841883 

Methodist Rev John Taylor, Wesley Manse, Warwick Road, Kineton, 

Warwick CV35 OHN 01926 640385 

revjohn@audleymethodists.freeserve.co.uk  

Safeguarding Children Helplines  Childline 088 1111 

Diocesan Safeguarding adviser 024 7652 1200 (9am-5pm) 


