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Introduction 
As the title suggests this little book is about many whose faith 

compels them to “Walk the Talk” – living out their Christian lives 

in the public arena, using their skills and abilities in practical 

ways regardless of criticism and cost to themselves. It is written 

to encourage those unsure that faith filled Christians today can 

make a real difference in society. I am indebted to the various 

authors who have shared their ‘nuggets’ of wisdom and 

experience here to put the record straight. Many today lack 

positive Christian role models; they haven’t seen a visible ‘strong 

Christianity’ anywhere in the ‘spectrum’ between Eric Liddell 
and Mother Teresa. 

 

It is written “They overcome him (the accuser) by the blood of the 

Lamb and by the word of their testimony” [Rev 12:11]. Everyone 

has a testimony over the decisions they make in life with God – 

or without Him. Decisions about University and employment 

choices, the key decision of choosing a partner, finding the 

strength to face sickness, or just choosing to believe Jesus’ 

promises and the Father’s goodness, in spite of the evil that at 
times make life appear meaningless. 

 

The Parable of the Sower challenges me. “Then he told them 

many things in parables, saying: “A farmer went out to sow his 

seed. As he was scattering the seed, some fell along the path, and 

the birds came and ate it up. Some fell on rocky places, where it 

did not have much soil. It sprang up quickly, because the soil was 

shallow. But when the sun came up, the plants were scorched, 

and they withered because they had no root. Other seed fell 

among thorns, which grew up and choked the plants. Still other 

seed fell on good soil, where it produced a crop—a hundred, sixty 

or thirty times what was sown. Whoever has ears, let them hear.” 

[Matthew 13:1] Jesus explained to his disciples what he meant, 
even if they didn’t get it at first. 
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“Listen then to what the parable of the sower means: When 

anyone hears the message about the kingdom and does not 

understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what was 

sown in their heart. This is the seed sown along the path. The 

seed falling on rocky ground refers to someone who hears the 

word and at once receives it with joy. But since they have no root, 

they last only a short time. When trouble or persecution comes 

because of the word, they quickly fall away. The seed falling 

among the thorns refers to someone who hears the word, but the 

worries of this life and the deceitfulness of wealth choke the 

word, making it unfruitful. But the seed falling on good soil refers 

to someone who hears the word and understands it. This is the 

one who produces a crop, yielding a hundred, sixty or thirty times 

what was sown.” [Matthew 13:18-23] Those in the first group 

won’t be reading this! But what about you in this story? It is a 

story of a life’s journey and you can come ‘off the road’ 

anywhere before reaching your destination. 

We face challenges in life, the biggest of which is to keep faith 

alive and to work it out with ‘fear and trembling’ and not to 

become distracted by the things and worries of this life. Since an 

unfruitful life will soon find security in short term pleasures and 

relationships.  

 

Another way to ‘choke’ is to become trapped in ‘Churchianity’ - 

a form of religion without real life or power, irrelevant to the 

problems in your community. So sharpen your axe and your 

skills:  “As iron sharpens iron, so one person sharpens another.” 

Proverbs 27:17. Look for those who can equip you, as you equip 

and pass on your experiences to others. Look for a church sold 

out for Jesus and show that God is active and alive! St Patrick 

lived his life in Christ, abandoning all to follow Jesus as Lord and 

Master, to become a real history maker. It is a question of loyalty, 

of nailing your colours to the mast. As a naval lecturer I will 

share a story with you. In pre 20th century naval battles colours 

(flags) were often lowered or struck as a sign of defeat. It was 

thus a key naval strategy to direct fire at enemy ships’ masts, to 
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destroy them. If the masts were broken the Captain rarely had any 

alternative but to surrender. If he still decided to fight on this 

decision was marked by hoisting the colours on the surviving 

rigging, and in so doing 'nailing his colours to the mast'.  The 

expression arose from the Battle of Camperdown (October 1797), 

a naval battle fought between the British and Dutch navies during 

the French Revolutionary Wars. 

The British flagship of Admiral Adam Duncan was the 

Venerable. The battle didn't start well for the British. Duncan's 

main mast was hit and his standard crashed down to the deck by 

a well aimed Dutch cannon shot. The standard’s fall could have 

been taken by his fleet as meaning Admiral Duncan had 

surrendered. At this critical moment, Jack Crawford, a brave 

English seaman, climbed the wrecked mast with Duncan’s 

standard and nailed it up where it would be seen by the rest of 

the British fleet, ignoring the considerable danger to himself 

from both cannon and sniper fire. This decisive action during 

the battle was followed by a resounding victory.  

My desire is this little book will be freely available as widely as 

possible in electronic format as well as in print. Jesus said: 

“Freely you have received, freely give.” [Matthew 10:8.] When 

we seek God, even if we do not see the resources, we too like 

David, will find mighty forces coming to our aid. The Kingdom 

we will see established is the Kingdom we release and live out 

ourselves. It depends only on whether we believe what Jesus 
said or the lies of his adversary (and ours).  

What about you, will you be one of those who will give as much 

time and energy to the pursuit of God as you give to other 

activities such as sports and entertainment? If so perhaps this 

book will encourage you to live a life of Extreme faith and to 
“Walk the Talk” yourself.  

                                       Chris L 



 

8 

Dedication 
 

This book is dedicated to Yahweh, 
the God of Israel: Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit, who is watching to see 
his word fulfilled, and is the one 
who will birth the harvest at the end 
of the age. Plymouth get ready! 
England prepare! The world will see 
the wonders of our God. 

The name of Yahweh is indeed the 
strongest tower. 
 

The LORD looked and was displeased 
    that there was no justice. 

He saw that there was no one, 
    he was appalled that there was no one 

to intervene; 
so his own arm achieved salvation for him, 

Isaiah 59:15-16 
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1 

Andrew Halloway 

 

Even though I grew up in a Christian family and 
knew what I was supposed to believe, I always 
had a feeling that life was meaningless. You get 
up in the morning, go to work, come home and 
repeat the whole thing the next day. And then 
you get old – and suddenly life is over in a very 
short time. So what’s the point?! Have you ever 
felt like that? 

An atheist will tell you there is no point, so you’d 
better get used to it – Christians are just people 
who need a crutch to get through life. But as I 
grew up I began to question my parents’ beliefs, 
and realised that they believed not because it 
was all a crutch, but because they’d experienced 
something real. Something massive and life-
changing. They’d actually experienced God for 
themselves. 

I knew that was something I didn’t have. God 
was just a belief for me, not a reality in my life. I 
now know that finding that the God who made us 

is REAL is the most important thing you could 
ever do. God is not just the figment of a vicar’s 
imagination or a religious idea that someone else 
made up, but Someone who comes into your life 
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and actually proves himself to be your loving, 
caring Heavenly Father.  

Knowing you have the God who created the 
entire universe with you – on your side – means 
you can face the bad times, and trust him to help 
you through them.  

My father was supposed to die at 17 or 18, due 
to his heart condition – it grew to twice its normal 
size under the strain. He was in hospital, 
watching other people with the same condition 
die around him. But some Christians prayed for 
him, and he committed what was left of his life to 
God. Then they prayed for him to be healed – 
and he recovered to the point where he came 
out of hospital and went back to living a relatively 
normal life. In his thirties, with his life still under 
threat, he had an operation which was supposed 
to give him an extra ten years. He actually lived 
until he was 56, and in the end it wasn’t his heart 
condition that killed him at all, but a brain 
haemorrhage!  

Dad grew up to marry and have two kids, all of 
which he never expected. And he grew also in 
his relationship with God, making me jealous as 
an enquiring teenager, because he had 
something that I didn’t – he knew Jesus 

personally. Not because he was some super 
saint, but because he’d simply handed control of 
his life over to Jesus. And I gradually realised 
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that the reason life for me was meaningless was 
because I didn’t know Jesus myself. Yes, I 
believed that God existed and that other people 
had come to know him, but I knew I didn’t know 
him myself.  

So, at 14 years old, I asked Jesus to come into 
my life. At first, things didn’t seem any different, 
but then I started to see answers to my prayers. 
And when I read the Bible, even though I’d read 
it lots of times as a kid, now God actually spoke 
to my heart through it. And when I worshipped 
God, it was no longer just singing songs and 
hoping he heard, I actually felt his presence. 
And, most of all, I knew that there IS a reason for 
living – to get to know the God who created us! 

Everything I have experienced of God since only 
serves to make me more convinced of his reality. 
Also, the more I see of the amazing creation 
around us, the more I believe that it is all far too 
beautiful and complex to have arrived by chance. 
It takes more faith to believe that there is no 
Designer behind the incredible design of life than 
to believe it’s all a big accident. And once you 
know the Creator for yourself – it’s a case of 
argument over!  
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About Andrew:  
Andrew Halloway is the Editor of the national Good News 

newspaper and a freelance writer and editor. In Andrew’s own 

words, “for readers who haven’t heard of it the Good News is a 

monthly evangelistic newspaper, used by churches across the 

nation to share the Gospel in their communities.” See the 

Website below for more information. 

 

Contact Andrew 
Andrew Halloway,  
Editor GOOD NEWS Newspaper, 
PO Box 9831, 
Nottingham, 

NG2 9JN.  
Tel (UK): 0115 9233 424 

Email: goodnewseditor@ntlworld.com 

Website: www.goodnews-paper.org.uk 
 

“A friend is more to be longed for than the light. I speak of a 

genuine one. And wonder not: for it were better for us that the 

sun should be extinguished, than that we should be deprived of 

friends; better to live in darkness, than to be without friends.” 
John Chrysostom 
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2 

St. Patrick's Breastplate  

(ca. 389-461 AD) 
 

I bind unto myself today the power of God to 
hold and lead, His eye to watch, His might to 
stay, His ear to hearken to my need: the wisdom 

of my God to teach, His hand to guide, His shield 
to ward; the Word of God to give me speech, His 
heavenly host to be my guard. 
 

Christ be with me, Christ within me, Christ 
behind me, 

Christ before me, Christ beside me, Christ to win 
me,  

Christ to comfort me and restore me, Christ 
beneath me,  

Christ above me, Christ in the hearts of all that 
love me, 

Christ in the mouth of friend and stranger. 
 

I bind unto myself the Name, the strong Name of 

the Trinity, by invocation of the same, the Three 
in One, and One in Three, of Whom all nature 
hath creation; Eternal Father, Spirit, Word: praise 
to the Lord of my salvation, salvation is of Christ 
the Lord. Amen. 
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3 

YOUR WAY by Mrs Sue Davies 

 

Many, many times you will say ‘Yes’ and many 
times you will say ‘No’ ~~~ the biggest question 
you need to say ‘Yes’ to is ~~~ ‘Would you like 
Jesus to come into your life?’ 

When I was in my early teens I said ‘Yes’ to the 
question ‘Who would die for Jesus’ and I was 
propelled to my feet in acknowledgement and 
agreement. This was in a R.E. class (Religious 
Education) and our teacher was a retired 
Missionary. 

When I went to college it wasn’t cool to go to 
Bible Study! So I went with the crowd. I still had 
a faith in God but I was not walking with God! 
Huge difference ~~ Big Mistake! 

And I made many ~~~ 

Life is all about relationships!! ~~~ and 
NOTHING compares with our relationship with 
the Living God. We can try everything else that is 
out there, but the love you feel in knowing God, 
surmounts all of life’s other distractions 

He never stops loving us ~~~ He never leaves 
us ~~~He never betrays us ~~~He never lets us 
down ~~~  
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Later in life He caught my attention again, and I 
realised how empty and unsatisfactory 
everything was…….He drew me with His 
everlasting love and my life turned around, and I 
got on the right path again. 

Life is a journey, and we live in the 
consequences of the decisions and choices we 
make….when we know God, He helps us to 
make the right ones. It can be University and 
Employment decisions and Partner decisions ~~ 
He helps us through transitions and is with us 
when we are lonely, upset and afraid. He 
comforts us, speaks to us and allays our fears as 
we trust in Him. 
 

It’s easy to say the prayer 

THANK YOU for dying on the cross for me 

SORRY I made mistakes 

PLEASE come into my life 

And Baptise me with Holy Spirit 

Jesus said that ‘this is eternal life; that they may 
know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, 
whom you have sent’ John 17:3 

We not only get to live in Heaven (eternal life) 
when we die, but we get to live a Supernatural 
life here and now! 
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We can experience Heaven on Earth today! 
Because we have asked Him into our lives, we 
can lay hands on the sick, in the name of Jesus, 
and they will recover….we can see Miracles 
happen and see our lives changed and other 
people’s lives changed. 

This is something a friend emailed to me 

‘A little boy wanted to meet God. He knew it was 
a long trip to where God lived, so he packed his 
suitcase with a bag of potato crisps and a six-
pack of lemonade and started his journey. 

When he had gone a short distance, he met an 
old woman. She was sitting in the park, just 

staring at some pigeons. He sat down next to her 
and opened the suitcase. He was about to take a 
drink from his lemonade when he noticed that 
the old lady looked hungry, so he offered her 
some crisps. She gratefully accepted it and 
smiled at him. 

Her smile was so pretty that the boy wanted to 
see it again, so he offered her a lemonade. 
Again, she smiled at him. The boy was delighted! 
They sat there all afternoon eating and smiling, 
but they never said a word. 

As twilight approached, the boy realized how 
tired he was and he got up to leave; but before 
he had gone more than a few steps, he turned 
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around, ran back to the old woman, and gave 
her a hug. She gave him her biggest smile ever. 
 

When the boy opened the door to his own house 
a short time later, his mother was surprised by 
the look of joy on his face. She asked him, “What 
did you do today that made you so happy?” He 
replied “I had lunch with God” But before his 
mother could respond, he added, “You know 
what? She’s got the most beautiful smile I’ve 
ever seen!” 

Meanwhile, the old woman, also radiant with joy, 
returned to her home. Her son was stunned by 
the look of peace on her face and he asked 
“Mother, what did you do today that made you so 
happy?” She replied “I ate potato crisps in the 
park with God” 

However, before her son responded, she added, 
“You know, he’s much younger than I expected” 

Too often we underestimate the power of a 
touch, a smile a kind word, a listening ear, and 
honest compliment, or the smallest act of caring, 
all of which have the potential to turn a life 
around. People come into our lives, for a reason, 
a season or a lifetime!. Embrace all equally!’ 
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About Sue:  
Sue Davies oversees Christian Services Association (UK) and 

also XP Ministries UK & Europe with Patricia King.  She 

loves “Kingdom Life” culture and her heart is to see God’s 

people released in His Kingdom life. Sue hold Revival 

meetings weekly in Torquay with Special Guest Speakers and 

facilitates conferences and her heart is to see everyone 

equipped to live in the fullness of their Destinies, experiencing 

God’s love, presence and Glory in tangible ways and give it to 

the world. She teaches on Kingdom values, trains, exhorts and 

encourages everyone and has been released by Patricia King to 

teach Glory Schools and Schools of Extreme Prophetic.  She 

lives for God and sees His manifest Power of Healing, 

Miracles and signs and wonders, the Prophetic, Open Heaven 

in her everyday life.   

Contact Sue:  

CSA (UK), PO Box 378, PAIGNTON, Devon, TQ3 1WD. 

email: info@csa-uk.org  

tel: +44 (0)7882 849446  

http://www.csa-uk.org/ 

UK Registered Charity No: 1104346 
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4 

Dr Patrick Sookhdeo 
 

Jesus told Peter and His other disciples, 
“Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny 
themselves and take up their cross and follow 
me. For whoever wants to save their life will lose 
it, but whoever loses their life for me will find it.” 
[Matthew 16:24-25] 

This verse has immense significance for me.  
Coming from  a Muslim background,  the first 
challenge I faced as a new Christian was where 
my supreme loyalty would lie – my family, my 
community and the religion in which I had grown 
up, or  my new-found Saviour, Lord and Master 
Jesus Christ.  Becoming a Christian from a 
Muslim background is never an easy matter; 
there are always a considerable number of 
hurdles to surmount.  In my case these included 
the colonialism I associated with Christianity, the 
racism that I thought was a part of Christian 
teaching, the Western culture that I thought 
demonstrated Christian values, and above all 
else the theological. Was Jesus Christ merely a 
prophet or was He the eternal Son of God who 
died on the cross for my sins and rose again for 
my justification? 
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If these more general hurdles were not enough, 
then there was perhaps the highest and most 
personal of all – my family and community.  For 
inevitably the Muslim convert comes sooner or 
later (usually sooner) to this crossroads: will he 
or she choose to follow Christ even if means 
rejection by family, or will he or she deny Christ 
in order to maintain family relationships and 
allegiances?   
 

For me the choice was natural, albeit intensely 
painful.  Having become a follow of Jesus Christ 
I could not deny Him.  Having given up all rights 
to myself, I had to embrace His cross and then in 
obedience seek to walk in His footsteps.  

This journey of faith is one that many across the 
world are making today. The journey can start at 
different places.   It can be triggered by different 
events.  It can have different motivations.  But it 
always arrives at the feet of Jesus Christ, the 
Son of God and the Saviour of the world.  
Testimonies from many parts of the world, from 
the granite Gulf states to the softer East Asian 
context, from war-torn areas of Africa to the 
steppes of Central Asia, Jesus Christ is being 
revealed through the activity of the Holy Spirit to 
countless multitudes who are embracing Him as 
their Lord and Saviour.   
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But in Islam this choice to embrace Christ is 
regarded as apostasy, and an act of high treason 
that carries the death penalty.  The call therefore 
is for justice – a justice that allows freedom of 
conscience, freedom to choose one’s faith for 
oneself without coercion, without fear, without 
threats.  Martin Luther King, alluding to Amos 5, 
spoke of the need to strive for justice:  “You 
know, my friends, there comes a time when 
people get tired of being trampled down by the 
iron feet of oppression... And we are determined 
to work and fight until justice runs down like 
water, and righteousness like a mighty stream.” 

If Christians in the West are free, should not 
those who choose to follow Christ from Islam 
also have the same freedoms?  We are called 
not just to believe in freedom but also to work 
and pray for it.   

“If you believe in the cause of freedom, then 
proclaim it, live it and protect it, for humanity’s 
future depends on it.” (Henry M. “Scoop” 
Jackson US Congressman and Senator, 1912-
1983) 
  

About Patrick: 

Dr Patrick Sookhedo is the International Director of the 
Barnabas Fund, whose mission is to: support Christians 

where they are in a minority and suffer discrimination, 

oppression and persecution as a consequence of their faith. 
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The goal of the Barnabas Fund is to strengthen Christian 

individuals, churches and their communities by providing 

material and spiritual support in response to needs identified 

by local Christian leaders. 

Barnabas does this by making their needs known to Christians 

around the world, by encouraging prayer and financial giving 

in support of these brothers and sisters in Christ, working with 

existing local Christian organisations, and by speaking on their 

behalf. The Fund channels this aid from donors to the needy 

recipients with minimum overheads. All gifts are monitored to 

ensure they are used in line with the stated need. 

In accordance with Biblical teaching, we believe that 

Christians should treat all people of all faiths with love and 

compassion, even those who persecute them.  

Contact Patrick: 
Dr Patrick Sookhedo Barnabas Fund 

9 Priory Row Coventry CV1 5EX, UK  

Telephone: 024 7623 1923 (International calls: +44 24 7623 

1923)  

Fax: 024 7683 4718 (International faxes: +44 24 7683 4718)  

Email: info@barnabasfund.org 

 

 

“There is a God shaped vacuum in the heart of every man which 

cannot be filled by any created thing, but only by God, the 

Creator, make known through Jesus”. 

“Kind words don’t cost much. Yet they accomplish much.” 

Blaise Pascal 
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5 

Eric Delve  
 

I was born into a very Christian family. Our 
happiest times were when we were on holiday 
together. At home, life was completely 
dominated by meetings in our little local church. 
Every week I heard the story of the death of 
Jesus and the forgiveness that God’s grace 
offered to rather naughty, disturbed young boys 
like me. 
 

Eventually when I was 7, I ‘gave my heart to 
Jesus’. I remember the moment vividly. So it was 
important. But instant transformation didn’t 
materialise. I wasn’t swamped with love, joy and 
peace. I was the same angry, little boy I always 
had been. I believed in God’s Grace, but felt I 
was constantly being assessed against a 
standard of behaviour that no-one could attain - 
saved by grace and sanctified by works (lots of 
them!)? It was a contradiction that would grow till 
it caused an explosion. But I battened down the 
hatches and kept on trying to do the right thing.  
 

At 12, girls became a massive attraction, an 
obsession. I married Pat but flirted with others. I 
was out of control. Finally after one liaison too 
many, I came to the point where I had to tell God 
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I couldn’t do it. It was like the bursting of a dam. 
Unstoppable rage poured out of me. For 36 
hours, I swore and cursed at God. I felt he had 
betrayed me. Eventually after hours of telling him 
that his Gospel was a lie, his church was awful 
and I didn’t want to go to heaven (I was certain 
he wouldn’t want me there anyway, at least not 
now). I came to a halt, mainly out of exhaustion. 
A gentle voice, full of grace, quietly said ‘Is that 
all?’ I responded ‘No! There’s more. You can 
have that if you like!’  And I gave it to him. Then I 
stopped, completely exhausted. The same voice 
full of amazing kindness said ‘Finished?’ I replied 
‘Yes’. To which he said ‘Shall we get on with it 
then?’  
 

For the first time I realised God really is a God of 
Grace, that he knows me through and through, 
that nothing I can do or say will surprise him. He 
was only waiting for me to admit I couldn’t do it. 
No surprise to him. He already knew. It was me 
that needed to discover I couldn’t be the 
Christian I was supposed to be. That day I knew 
he loved me, not for what I did, but for who I 
was, and his love included believing in me even 
when I can’t believe in myself. That revelation of 
the Living God has shaped everything in my life 
ever since. Oh, I still get things wrong and at 
times act rebelliously or stupidly. But I never 
again doubted his love or loyalty to me as a not 
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very good disciple. Out of that encounter came 
confidence in the Father’s Love and in the 
friendship and generalship of the Lord Jesus, my 
Captain and King.  
 

 Lastly, it released in me the power of the Holy 
Spirit because I got it, God’s gifts are truly 
Grace-gifts, never taken back even when we 
misuse them or fail to appreciate them. I think 
the Holy Spirit is rather like a Government 
Minister placed in charge of slum reclamation, 
except that he doesn’t do it from afar or send 
others to do the work. He comes to live in the 
slum to clean it up and rebuild it from the inside 
out. 
 That experience so opened me to the love of 
God that I begun to learn to love him, enjoy his 
presence and to laugh with him. It was the 
beginning of a real relationship with God and I’m 
still learning. 
 

About Eric: 

Eric was born in 1942 in Wimbledon, London. In 1963, he 

married Pat. After 49 years, 6 children and 9 grandchildren 

later, they are very much together, which is “a miracle of grace 

on her part”, according to Eric. They are looking forward to 

celebrating their golden wedding anniversary in 2013, 

coinciding with their first year of retirement. He loves reading, 

listening to music, crossword puzzles, walking the dogs and 

books about the World Wars. Eric is also an avid ‘Goon Show’ 

fan and enjoys an odd glass of good red wine. 
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He became a full-time evangelist in 1972, leading many 

missions with the title, ‘Down to Earth’. With hundreds of 

conversions over the years, Eric answered the call to ministry 

and in 1988, studied at Trinity College, Bristol subsequently 

entering parish ministry in January 1993, at St Lawrence, 

Kirkdale, in inner city Liverpool. Eric now refers to his time at 

Kirkdale as “the place where I re-learnt the power of the 

Gospel.” 

In May 1996, Eric became vicar of St Luke’s Church, 

Maidstone, a thriving, charismatic community-driven church 

with a parish exceeding over 10,000 people. It is whilst at St. 

Luke’s, Eric founded People Without Limits, the company 

behind the Detling Summer Celebration. With responsibility 

for overall vision and spiritual oversight, Eric is the leading 

guide for the organisation. Eric is a popular author and speaker 

whose latest publication, ‘Live Like You Mean It’ explores 

working out who you are and what really matters, and never 

letting go of that vision. Drawing on the Bible stories of David, 

Eric digs deep into the humanity of both David, the shepherd 

boy and Jesus, the odd-job man who became Saviour of the 

world. Well received by the literary industry, Eric continues to 

write and has more recently been working with Nick Battle 

producing ‘The Billy Fidget Letters’, a fast moving, funny and 

yet wittily poignant book where we see the harsh reality of 

what happens when things really go wrong. 

Eric has also become well known for running men’s 

conferences entitled ‘Echoes in Eternity’. Using video clips 

from such popular films as Lord of the Rings, Gladiator and 

The Matrix, Eric challenges men to embrace their destiny and 

explores how to become warriors that are dangerous to the 

enemy, prophets and men of insight, priests that are powerful 

in prayer and kings, reigning in life. 
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Contact Eric:  

Eric Delve 

St. Luke's Church 

St. Luke's House 

16 St. Luke's Road 

Maidstone 

Kent 

ME14 5AW 

Registered Charity No 1133938 

 Direct Line: 01622 620601 

St. Luke's Church Office: 01622 661169 

www.stlukes.org.uk 

 
 

 
A Sunday school teacher asked her children as they  

were on the way to church service,  

'And why is it necessary to be quiet in church?'  

One bright little girl replied,  

'Because people are sleeping.' 

 

***** 

 
“I am afraid that the schools will prove the very gates of hell, 

unless they diligently labour in explaining the Holy Scriptures 

and engraving them in the heart of the youth.” Martin 

Luther (1483-1546) German priest and scholar. 

 

 

http://www.stlukes.org.uk/
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6 

Bruce Marchiano  
 

“Every Christian should hang on a cross for thirty 
seconds. His/her life would never be the 
same…” 

I wrote those words in a hotel room in 
Quarzazate, Morocco, the morning after myself 
“hanging” on a cross.  As an actor I was steeped 
in the experience of a lifetime – portraying Jesus 
in the film, The Gospel of Matthew.   

I will never forget sitting in the make-up chair that 
morning long before dawn. God’s Word about 
Jesus on His crucifixion day says (in Isaiah) “He 
was marred beyond recognition as a human 

being.” It was nothing like any movie or artistic 
image we’ve ever seen. There was no “big, sad 
eyes with a single trickle of blood” running down 
the forehead. There was no forehead. They’d 
torn His face from His face. There was no face. 
There was just… Jesus. 

I remember the director sharing this with the 
make-up artist and asking him to get as real as 
possible without pushing the film into an x-rating. 
And so I sat there, probably for two hours as he 
did his “magic” with wax and glue and fake grime 
and… 
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There was no mirror in front of me, but I could 
feel my face becoming disfigured. One eye was 
glued shut and the other glued open. My nose 
was “torn” and wax stuffed into my mouth and 
ears and painted over with “red stuff.”  I 
remember lots of red stuff. Thick, terrible 
smelling, everywhere, red stuff. 

When I arrived on the set the crew stood silent, 
astonished by what they saw. And the funny 
thing is they knew the story – we all know the 
story. But therein is the terrible danger! We know 
it so well it ceases to have meaning. The adage 
rings extremely true when applied to Jesus, 
“Familiarity breeds contempt.” And I remember 
way across the hill where the cross was planted 
and filming was about to begin, among the 
Moroccan extras who were to play the crowd that 
day… a little girl began to cry.  

We spent the first few hours filming the soldiers 
beating Jesus, the crowds spitting in His face – 
the spikes being driven through His hands… But 
then it came time for me to get up on the cross.  
Two leather handles were fastened to either side 
of the crossbeam and I was to ascend a 
scaffolding and jam my hands into those 
handles, for they alone would hold me up. The 
make-up artist painted more red stuff over the 
handles, the thorns – very real thorns with the 
needle points clipped off – were twisted onto my 
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head, and we all got ready for the director to call, 
“Action.” 

We wanted to capture the reality of the joints and 
tissues straining, so the plan was to pull the 
scaffolding out from beneath me while the 
camera was rolling. My feet would be dangling 
free. So they yanked it out, my body weight fell 
on those two leather straps, and then it came… 
“Action!” 

All I can remember is begging God beneath my 
breath, literally for another second, and another, 
one second at a time.  Those leather handles 
digging into the heels of my hands and wrists, 
the sweat and grime, the spit flying, the flies 
buzzing, the pulling of the shoulders and 
elbows… I am not exaggerating the slightest to 
say that all I could think was, “Please, Lord, one 
more second, one more second; Lord, give me 
one more second…”  Then, finally, “Cut!” and the 
crew would rush that scaffold beneath my feet 
and prepare to do it all again. 

This is how I would spend probably ten hours of 
a fourteen hour day. I remember the make-up 
artist spraying my face with ice water to revive 
me. I remember getting down so they could 
“touch up” the make-up, which meant more of 

the awful red stuff. One time there was so much 
of the red stuff on me and splattered everywhere 
around me that I just “lost it” and started 
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weeping. To this day I have no explanation for 
that. I can only guess it was just too real. 

I could go on and on with stories. But it got to be 
the end of the day and we had one more shot – 
the death of Jesus. We did a first take and the 
director wanted to do another. He was shouting 
commands to the crew, and I turned my head to 
look at him, and he looked up… and his entire 
body froze. Then he said, “That’s it. We’re done. 
Get him down.” And that was that.  The 
crucifixion was “in the can.” 

Later I asked him, “What did you see that made 
you stop it like that?” He looked away for a long 
time, then looked back and said, “I saw a man 
dying,” Jesus. 

Something that strongly struck me through the 
entire ordeal was that Jesus hanging on that 
cross had all the power of the universe at His 
fingertips. He could have stopped it at any 
moment. He could easily have “looked” through 
the tunnel of time at, well, me and you, and seen 
the ways we would “spit in His face” through our 
sin and rebellion, even in the face of knowing 
better. He could easily have thought, “That 
Bruce, he’s not worth it.” 

But he didn’t. He just hung there… and “gave up 
His spirit”… all for a guy like me; like you. 
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He loves you, whoever you are reading these 
words. I know you’ve heard it a million times – 
and therein is the danger of that which is the 
most important sentence you will ever hear, 
falling on blasé ears.  

“Every Christian should hang on a cross for thirty 
seconds. His/her life would never be the same.” 
Thank God we don’t have to.  

He loves you. He loves you. He loves you… 
Jesus. 

© Bruce Marchiano, 2012 

About Bruce: 

Bruce Marchiano is an actor, author, and international speaker 

best known for his actor’s portrayal of Jesus as a Man of joy 

and passion in the film, The Gospel of Matthew. He is also 

founder of Marchiano Ministries, a non-profit organisation 

reaching out to people spiritually and practically in the USA 

and across the world. As a professional actor, he has appeared 

in numerous television shows and independent films including 

Murder She Wrote, Colombo, L.A. Law, Days of Our Lives; 

The Girl on Green Street, Final Solution, The Legend of the 

Candy Cane, Faith Happens… not to mention his most-

celebrated film, The Gospel of Matthew. Recently, Marchiano 

reprised the role of Jesus in the 2011 PureFlix release, The 

Encounter, and the soon-to-be-released, The Last Supper and 

Encounter II. Also just completed, One Final Christmas, due 

for release in December 2011, and Encounter III is slated to 

shoot in 2012. Bruce also hosted the documentary specials 

Millennial Madness, Who is Jesus? and he has appeared as a 

guest host on Canadian television’s 100 Huntley Street. 
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Marchiano has penned several books on the life and person of 

Jesus. Among them are Jesus Yesterday, Today & Forever, 

Jesus Wept, Meeting Jesus, The Character of A Man and the 

bestselling, In the Footsteps of Jesus. Jesus Yesterday, Today 

& Forever, In the Footsteps of Jesus, and Jesus Wept have all 

been honored by the Evangelical Christian Publishers 

Association as Gold Medallion Finalists and Silver Medallion 

Award winners. Bruce’s most recent release is Jesus, the Man 

Who Loved Women (Simon and Schuster), an expose’ on the 

heart of Jesus for women. 

As a popular Christian speaker, Marchiano has traveled 

throughout America and across the globe, addressing every 

imaginable venue from churches, universities, businesses, 

banquets, conferences… to prisons, high schools, stadium 

events… His message consistently centers on the person of 

Jesus—His heart, His love, His joy and goodness. 

In portraying Jesus in Matthew, Marchiano’s faith went from a 

simple belief in Jesus as Lord to a life-changing “encounter” 

with God’s powerful reality. As a speaker, Marchiano typically 

shares Jesus through the testimony of that acting experience. 

Consequently, he has witnessed hundreds of thousands of 

people come to Jesus as Savior and otherwise be overwhelmed 

by His love. Marchiano has been highly present in the media, 

having enjoyed interviews with numerous national and 

international television and radio programs, as well as 

print/online publications.  

 

As the founder and president of Marchiano Ministries, he is 

principally involved in the country of South Africa, speaking, 

sponsoring crusades, building churches in rural villages, and 

providing care for the AIDS orphans of the Northwest 

Province. At the same time, he has undertaken a massive 

vision, to bring Jesus to the screen in a 45 million dollar 

production to be funded and distributed as an outreach ministry 
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(as opposed to commercial film), titled Jesus… No Greater 

Love. This film will be The Gospel According to John, word 

for word. 

To quote Marchiano, “I once separated myself for a time of 

seeking God, asking, ‘What is my purpose, Father?’ He 

revealed to me, ‘The purpose for which I birthed you is to 

share My Son with My people; to take advantage of every 

opportunity I place before you whether it be film, print, 

personal appearance… and give My people Jesus.’” Thus 

Marchiano’s driving passion – to see people know the love of 

Jesus in their lives. And to bring Jesus to the screen in a state-

of-the-art, studio quality, world class film of The Gospel 

According to John. Glory to Jesus!  

Contact Bruce:  

Marchiano Ministries 

11333 Moorpark Street #171 North Hollywood, CA. 91602 

P: 765.860.5322 

www.brucemarchiano.com/ 

marchiano.ministries@gmail.com 
www.newjesusmovie.com 
www.facebook.com/BruceMarchiano  
www.facebook.com/newjesusmovie 
 

 

"Life without God is like an unsharpened pencil - it has no 

point." 

 

***** 
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Roger Forster 
 

Remember the garden of Gethsemane and the 
three places in John’s gospel (11:33, 12:27, and 
13:21) where Jesus says that he is ‘deeply 
moved in spirit’, and that his ‘soul has become 

troubled’, and where he is ‘troubled in spirit’. 
Now, there was nothing in Jesus that gave room 
to Satan to cause this trouble at all. ‘The ruler of 
the world is coming, and he has nothing in Me’, 
(John 14:30). It wasn’t sin that made Jesus feel 
in this way, however the atmosphere of the 
darkness that had descended on him brought its 
own horror. ‘But this hour and the power of 
darkness are yours’ (Luke 22:53) Jesus said to 
his enemies at this time. Remember, in your own 
moments of gloom and despair, that it is actually 
the enemy! You can get up and shout him out! 
Tell him to get off your back. If you mean 
business, you can attack the enemy and say, 
‘Get out in Jesus’ name!’ It is remarkable how 
the sun will break through. You will begin to see 
light in your soul. Whereas, unbelief is a cause of 
spiritual depression. We all know that we are 
believers, but some of us do not believe very 
much. We all want to be bigger in faith and 
confidence, and a large part of our spiritual 
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growth is to persevere in prayer, under pressure, 
believing that praying will do some good 
somewhere along the line, even if we can’t see 
anything at present! 
 

A dear friend of ours who is now with the Lord 
and who had a great many trials in her life used 
to say: ‘Trials make some people bitter, and 
other people better.’ She had really proved in her 
life that she was somebody sweeter for the trials 
she had experienced. 
 

I have a little proverb for myself and the reader. 
Did you know that you can find cricket in the 
Bible? Well, one of my favourite ‘cricket’ verses 
says, ‘making the most of every opportunity, 
because the days are evil.’ (NIV Ephesians 
5:16). Now, each evil day is very like a cricket 
ball bowled at you. It is an evil deceptive ball 
because the enemy bowled it. It is coming at you 
to get you out of the game. Each evil day comes 
from the hand of the enemy, but if you play it 
right you can score with it! You can redeem an 
evil ball and it becomes a good ball. We do this 
by recognising the pressures, temptations and 
trials, the ‘googlies’ the enemy throws at us, and 
hitting them hard for six in prayer. And each day 
we score, we notch up runs for Jesus. 

© Roger Forster 2013. 
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A fuller discussion on this topic is given in 
Roger’s book: Prayer Living in the Breath of 
God pp.123-125 published by PUSH Publishing. 

About Roger: 

Roger Forster established the Ichthus Christian Fellowship in 

1974. Rather than planting a church to simply give place to the 

gifts of the Spirit, Ichthus is committed to practical service, on-

the-job training, evangelism, overseas mission and service to 

all, aiming at demonstrating love for one another to those 

outside the church as the final evidence of authentic 

Christianity. He is an honorary vice-president of both the 

Evangelical Alliance and Tearfund, and one of the founders 

and directors of March for Jesus. In 1987 the relationship of 

Ichthus led by Roger Forster, Pioneer led by Gerald Coates 

and Youth with a Mission led by Lynn Green - together with 

worship leader Graham Kendrick - led to March for Jesus, a 

movement which in only a few years spread across the UK, 

Europe and North America, and eventually the world. The 

songs that form Graham Kendrick's Shine Jesus Shine - the 

best-selling UK praise and worship album of its era - were 

written during a time when he was worship leader at Ichthus. 

 

Contact Roger: Ichthus Christian Fellowship, 

7 Greenwich Quay 

Clarence road 

London 

SE8 3EY 

Tel 020 86947171 

Fax 020 86947172  

Email: admin@ichthus.org.uk  Website: www.ichthus.org.uk 

mailto:admin@ichthus.org.uk
http://www.ichthus.org.uk/
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Chris Lavers 
If you’re a young person between 15 and 30, and 
still in church (congratulations!), the next time 
you are together with your best friends see if you 
can observe them without them noticing what 
you are doing! There are a few important things 
you should know. It isn’t ‘rocket science’ that if 
you marry- and not everyone does these days – 
that your partner will be someone you know! It 
shouldn’t be a surprise that your friends, those 
you “hang out with the most” will be the ones 
with a strong influence, or input into your life – 
more perhaps than parents, teachers or 
churches whose opinions impact you more than 
you may realise. Beware! Are there any 
behaviour issues in your circle of friends, your 
band of brothers, or sisters? Perhaps too much 
drinking, various ‘substances’, eating issues, bad 
language or other things? Be careful, “The 
righteous choose their friends carefully, but the 
way of the wicked leads them astray” [Proverbs 
12:26]. In essence you will become like the 

company you keep. If you spend too much time 
around bad stuff, you may become immune to 
the ‘badness’ or worse still become part of the 
problem. That is not to say you should disappear 
off and become a hermit, but our destiny is to be 
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salt and light to those around us –not garbage, 
and I don’t want you to go through unnecessary 
troubles. 

 

What types of music do you listen to, what types 
of films do you watch? Are they violent? What 
are you putting into your heart? Jesus said it is 
out of the overflow of the heart that the mouth 
speaks. “A good man brings good things out of 
the good stored up in his heart, and an evil man 
brings evil things out of the evil stored up in his 

heart. For the mouth speaks what the heart is full 
of”. [Luke 6:45]. When ‘squeezed’ what comes 
out of you? Is it sweetness or sour? It won’t be 
both. 
 

I have seen too many friends who professed 
Christ in my youth, since I was first called by 
Christ at Exeter University, thanks to the 
preaching of Roger Forster of the Ichthus Trust 
(see contribution No 7.), who have now walked 
away. Two key factors stand out- but they are 
not the only ones. The first has to do with the 
‘partner’ of your choosing. The bible talks about 
being unequally yoked. The exchange of ‘life’ 

that God intended from the beginning between a 
man and wife: body to body, soul to soul, spirit to 
spirit, is an intimate exchange between you both. 
If your partner is not a believer you receive 
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something, but it won’t be what it should be. And 
if you are married to an unbeliever don’t use this 
as an excuse to leave them, it is your witness 
that has the power of God to save your partner. 
However, too many think they can have a non-
Christian girl/boyfriend/ partner and still find it 
easy to sustain their faith walk, their intimacy 
with God, only to find later on that if the fire 
hasn’t gone out, it has certainly been severely 
dampened. Something is pulling them in a 
different direction, and you must choose which 
voice to follow. A Cherokee saying, very true in 
this regard, has something valuable to say, 
which I have reworded:   
 

A young boy came to his Cherokee grandfather. 
"A fight is going on inside me," he explains to 
him. "It is like a fight between two wolves. One is 
angry, envious, greedy, arrogant, a liar, full of 
pride, everything evil. The other is good – loving, 
joyful, peaceful, patient, kind, faithful, gentle, and 

self-controlled.”  
"Which wolf will win?" he asked his grandfather.  
The old man smiled replying, "The one who wins 
will be the one you feed the most.” 
 

The second big thing is your church life. One 
upon a time there were two students, both 
became Christians, full of excitement and 
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passion for God. They loved each other and 
married. They soon moved to a new town and 
settled in a pretty little house with steady jobs, 
and found a small church which they could 
attend most weeks, with a dull message that 
didn’t demand any real commitment (in money or 
time!) and didn’t intrude into their lives. Sooner 
or later children came along, work pressures 
increased and little by little first he and then she 
started going to church less and less. The kids 
often got into trouble and one day when she was 
sat at a friend’s house, having poured out all her 
problems, it suddenly dawned on her that she 
had made a series of poor choices since they 
had moved here. She and her husband had 
stopped chasing after God, instead taking an 
easier path and letting the world mould their 
thinking. “Do not conform to the pattern of this 
world, but be transformed by the renewing of 
your mind. Then you will be able to test and 

approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing 
and perfect will”. [Romans 12:2]. 

This couple had become immunised against God 
by a huge dose of “Churchianity” – a religion 
without the power to save- but strong enough to 
put even the energetic young to sleep. Jesus told 
a story about a sower and in the story the sower 
went out to sow his seed. The last most deadly 
threat to the Christian in this life, the weeds, can 
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easily ‘snuff out’ the life. The Devil doesn’t care 
how he gets you- he is the most religious being 
on the earth- he knows more about starting and 
running religions, religious organisations and 
practices than anyone else on the planet, and he 
has been around much longer than you. 
 

So when you consider your friends, and the 
choice of friends, ask God to give you the 
wisdom to know those he has placed with you to 
encourage you, those He has placed with you for 
you to encourage and lead to faith, and those 
whom it is best to quietly back off from as soon 
as possible. Ask God the Father to give you the 
ability to distinguish between them. We have a 
God who builds up and who loves us deeply. 
Even if you have had some disastrous 
experiences of church and with people, He still 
loves you. And you think perhaps you have gone 
so low that you could never get up again- that 
God wouldn’t even have you back again? He 

loves you too much to leave you down there, for 
He is not just a Father, He is your perfect Father, 
with compassion to countless generations of 
those who love Him, which is why Jesus  is 
reaching out to you today, saying come home 
“to my Father and your Father, To my God and 
your God [John 20:17].  
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About Chris: 

Chris Lavers has a passion to see the body of Christ built up 

after the model in Ephesians 4:11-13. Chris and his wife Anne 

have visited revivals in Florida, USA and Kerala, Southern 

India, both different and real expressions of the body of Christ. 

Chris came to faith whilst a student at Exeter University, UK 

in 1985, through the preaching of Roger Forster (No. 7 in this 

volume) and has explored the interface between science, faith 

and art over the past two decades on the streets, via 

exhibitions, internet, radio or written media to reach as wide an 

audience as possible with the salvation gospel of Jesus Christ. 

 

Chris is a well known science communicator and expert in 

high resolution satellite imagery. An Exeter graduate, he has 

published widely on technical subjects and written 7 books 

working at the boundaries between science, art and faith. He 

has spoken on national and local radio, and is currently 

focused on the use of media such as art and poetry to share the 

gospel in and outside of ‘church’, as well as highlighting the 

humanitarian work of HART (CEO Baroness Cox No. 15 in 

this volume) in places like Sudan, through several long 

distance barefoot walks.  

 

Contact Chris:  

chris.lavers@live.co.uk 

https://sites.google.com/site/walkingthetalkministries 

 

 

 

mailto:chris.lavers@live.co.uk
https://sites.google.com/site/walkingthetalkministries
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Keith Tondeur  
 

WHERE ARE YOU LOOKING FOR SECURITY? 

We are facing some of the gloomiest economic 
data for many years and for young people 
especially it is proving to be increasingly difficult 
to find and keep a steady job. What has caused 
these problems?  Two factors stand out – greed 
and ignorance. 
 

Until very recently the Government borrowed 
and borrowed thinking that asset values would 
continue to increase forever. Banks lent to 
anyone who asked without proper checks as to 
whether they could afford to repay and most 
people thought that they might as well borrow 
and have it now rather than  wait and save up for 
it. The result of this greed is now leading to pain 
for millions. 
 

You cannot find security in money or things. Ask 
a pensioner who has seen the value of savings 
tumble and is now struggling to live on the 
basics. Or talk to some-one who tried to find 
security by buying a house - only to find that 
prices are falling and their job is lost. What they 
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hoped would provide security now only gives 
anxiety. 
 

In the past many of us have purchased things we 
don’t need, with money we don’t have, to 
impress people we don’t even like. We have 
lived in a “throw-away society” where more than 
£8 billion of food has been wasted in the UK in a 
single year. This has got to stop. 
 

Then there is ignorance. So many people have 
made bad decisions because they simply have 
never been taught about the basics of handling 
money. Budgeting is a mystery and it is just so 
easy to drift into debt without realising it as 
wrong options are taken. The charity of which I 
am Founder and President, Credit Action, exists 
to help people manage their money effectively 
and you can learn more by visiting 
www.creditaction.org.uk 
 

So I need to ask you a question. What matters 
most in your life? Do you care about money, 
things, self and the here-and-now or do you 
higher goals? Jesus said “Be on your guard 
against all kind of greed; a man’s life does not 
consist in the abundance of his possessions 
[Luke 12:15] and we have seen how this can go 
so badly wrong. But if we live for God, for others 

http://www.creditaction.org.uk/
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and look to eternity our lives will be transformed. 
The more things you have the more you will 
want. It is as simple as that and you will never be 
truly satisfied. But putting other peoples’ needs 
before our wants will transform our priorities and 
make us realise just how fortunate we are. In 
worldly terms, despite the current problems 
we’re facing we are still so much better off than 
over 85% of the world’s population. Rather than 
looking at the few millionaires we read about and 
feeling resentful we should be thanking God for 
the many blessings he has poured out on us. 
 

So we need to get real. We need to take money 
seriously and learn how to use it effectively 
before it damages us. But we also need to use it 
wisely and unselfishly always putting God’s 
priorities before our own. At this time we are 
God’s hands on earth. We are also God’s wallet. 
The only question is how well we are living this 
out. 
 

About Keith: 

Keith Tondeur OBE, recently retired from Credit Action. Keith 

was at the heart of Credit Action since he established it in 

1994.  Initially he set up Credit Action to help those in 

problem debt, and with a small group of volunteers directly 

provided debt advice to people over the phone from a small 

office in Cambridge.  Over time he realised that there was a 

major gap in that no-one was helping people prevent debt in 
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the first place.  So he began to move the charity into the more 

proactive space of financial education.       

Today Credit Action is a national financial capability charity 

providing financial education, information and advice to young 

people & adults. Keith reached hundreds of thousands of 

people throughout his time with Credit Action and will be 

greatly missed. 

Contact Keith: 
Credit Action  

6th Floor, 

Lynton House, 

7-12 Tavistock Square, 

London 

WC1H 9LT 

Telephone: 0207 380 3390 

Email: office@creditaction.org.uk 

 

 

The Bible 

When you carry "the Bible", Satan has a headache, 
when you open it, he collapses,  

when he sees you  reading it, he loses his strength, 
AND when you stand on the Word of God,  

Satan can't hurt you!   

 

 

 

 

mailto:office@creditaction.org.uk
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Interlude 
The Hairdresser’s Story:  
A young man went to a hairdresser to have his 
hair cut and his beard trimmed. As the 
hairdresser began to work, they started to have a 
good conversation. They talked about many 
things and topics. When they eventually reached 
the subject of God, the hairdresser said: "I don't 
believe God exists." 
 

"Why do you say that?" asked the young man, a 
little surprised. 
 
"Well, you just have to go out on the street to 
realise God doesn't exist. If God existed, would 
there be so many sick people? Would there be 
so many abandoned children? If God existed, 
there would be neither suffering nor pain. I can't 
imagine a loving God who would allow such 

things to happen." 
 
The customer thought for a moment, but didn't 
respond because he didn't want to start an 
argument, and when the hairdresser finished his 
job the young man left. Just after he left the 
shop, he saw a man in the street with long, 
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unwashed hair and an untrimmed beard. He 
looked dirty and untidy. 
 
The young man turned back and hurried back to 
the hairdresser’s shop and entering said to him: 
"You know what? Hairdressers do not exist." 
"How can you say that?" asked the astonished 
hairdresser. "I am here, and I am a hairdresser. 
And I just did your hair!" 
 

"No!" the young man exclaimed. "Hairdressers 
don't exist because if they did, there would be no 
people with long unwashed hair and untrimmed 
beards like the man I just saw outside." 
 
"But hairdressers DO exist!" answered the man 
waving his scissors in the air. "What happens, is, 
people do not always come to me." 
 
"Exactly!" - agreed the young man. "That's the 
point! God, too, DOES exist! What happens, is, 
people choose not go to Him and don’t look for 
Him. That's why there's so much pain and 
suffering in the world." 
 

***** 
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The legend of the Cherokee Indian youths' 
Rite of Passage 
   
The Cherokee father takes his son into the 
forest, blindfolds him and leaves him alone. He 
must sit on a tree stump all night and mustn’t 
remove his blindfold until the first rays of the 
morning sun shines upon it.  He cannot cry out to 
anyone for help. If he survives the night, he will 
be MAN. He cannot tell the other boys of this 
experience, because each one must come into 
manhood alone. The boy is terrified. He hears all 
kinds of strange noises on the wind, perhaps 
even the sounds of wild beasts all around him. 
Maybe even other Indians may come to do him 
harm or to try and make him fail.  Nevertheless 
he sits with resolve, never once trying to remove 
the blindfold. After all there is no other way 
he can become a man! 
   
Finally, after a night as long as an age of the 
earth, the sun once more appears and he 
removes his blindfold.  It is then that he 
discovers that his loving father has been sitting 
on the stump next to him. He has watched over 
his son the entire night, protecting him 
from harm. 
 
We, too, are never alone. Even when we don't 
know it, God is watching over us, sitting on the 
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stump beside us. When trouble comes, all we 
have to do is reach out to Him.   
 
Just because you can't see God, it  
doesn't mean He is not there. 
   

"For we walk by faith, and not by sight." 

 
 

“I have found that there are three stages in every great work 

of God: first, it is impossible, then it is difficult, then it is 

done.”  

Hudson Taylor 

 

“Let us touch the dying, the poor, the lonely and the unwanted 

according to the graces we have received and let us not be 

ashamed or slow to do the humble work.”                                   

Mother Teresa 

 
 “The best of all is, God with us.” and, “Do all the good you can 

by all the means you can in all the ways you can at all the times 

you can to all the people you can as long as ever you can.” 
Memorial Stone at Kingswood School, Bath, England.                                     

John Charles Wesley 
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My Name is John 
 

"You knew the Christ 

didn't you?" 

The young man asked 

Leaning forward eager for my answer 

"Tell me about him 

What manner of man" and he whispered 

"And God is he?"  
 

I closed my dim eyes 

And saw again clearly the sights and sounds 

Of almost sixty years ago 

Within the busy fishing villages near Nazareth 

beside Lake Galilee 

Yes, there! I see him coming now, 

Towards me with Peter beside him, 

Thus the Word became flesh and dwelt                                                          
among us. 
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I saw his glory, 

The glory of the One and Only, 

Who came from the Father, 

Full of grace and full of truth 

In whom no darkness is to be found. 

From the beginning-from the Father 

He appeared thus to us, 

His words we heard 

His life we saw with our own eyes 

And shared 

And whom my trembling hands have even                                             
   touched 

This I remember. 
 

The law was given through Moses 

Yet grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 
 

I remember the crowded houses, 

The covered hillsides, 

People everywhere desperate for a leader and                                                   
       a King, 

Others desperate to be healed- that is why they                                                     
        came 

 



 

54 

I remember also His last days with us 

The entry to Jerusalem- 

His way paved with palm leaves 

Chaos in the temple 

A last sombre meal in an Upper room 

With the scent of betrayal in the air. 
 

And then to Gethsemene, I could not stay                                                              
awake 

While he anguished beyond my understanding. 

Here Judas showed his colours 

He betrayed us all 
 

And yet not one of us 

Stood by Him- our leader and our friend. 

Our shepherd was taken and we scattered like                                                 
sheep. 

 

They took him to the High Priest, 

Later I followed at a distance with Peter 

And I went inside to see what would befall. 

He was handed over to be crucified 

And suffered a bitter shameful death 

On a Roman Cross of all indignities. 
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Golgotha, they called it, 

The Place of the Skull, 

A terrible place and a uniquely terrible 

and dark day. 

Yet here I gained a mother 

And she a son. 
 

Afterwards we were crushed in spirit 

And for what seemed an eternity knew no                                           
consolation. 

 

But then such joy! 

He was alive again 

Our Lord and our God had conquered death 

Giving meaning to that bitter Cross. 

And so we have gone forth 

Some to persecutions and some as martyrs 

Whilst I have grown old and my memories                                                                          
are taken down. 

 

But who will listen to my tale when I am dead                                                
and gone 

To be with my Master? 

I do not know 

I can only guess. 

                  Come Lord Jesus, Come.   © Chris Lavers  
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David Oliver  

Discipleship in the workplace 
 

A Prophetic Perspective 
 

There’s a prison somewhere in your town or city, 
I’m not sure exactly where but I can tell you with 
certainty that in that prison are several hundred 
men and women, trained and even ready to 
serve God. Many of them are even trained for 
missional activity, but all of them locked up. 
 

Interestingly very few know they are in there, 
some have even given up on the thought of 
function and fruitfulness, some are sick. Some 
are okay but oblivious to their incarceration. The 
deepest sadness belongs to this fact; all of them 
at some point in their lives had a desperate 
hunger to serve God and many still do. But they 
are locked up. 
 

These prisoners are the men and women in our 
church in our town who have not yet had the 
privilege of being unlocked to the fullness of 
God’s pleasure, not yet had the joy of being 
discipled into God’s plan and God’s pleasure as 
they serve Him in their workplaces. As church 
leaders and as prayer teams we pray for 
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labourers but what if the answer was already 
given to us? The trained equipped and gifted 
men and women of our fellowships are a 
gasoline soaked work force waiting to be ignited 
for God where He has already placed them. 
Waiting to turn their work from a prison to a 
place of destiny. Disciple them if we can, into 
that purpose, and something somewhere of the 
Kingdom may just emerge. 
 

A Statistical Perspective 
 

As a family I believe Salt & Light has been 
incredibly receptive to the workplace message. I 
have only ever seen it welcomed and embraced. 
On a personal; level I feel totally affirmed and 
welcomed as I have in part championed this 
message. The gap appears to be in the 
implementation. Changing church culture can 
take years sometimes decades and if we want to 
see revelation become incarnation we need 
something more than an occasional workplace 
message something at the heart of how we live. 
 

Let me express this more objectively with the 
statistics below. 
 

1. 98% of Christians world wide are not mission 
conscious at work 
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2. 37% of evangelicals have not heard a 
message on work in the last 12 months 
3. 33% of evangelicals have never ever heard a 
message in church on work 
4. 75% of evangelicals have never been taught 
on work as calling or vocation 
5. 75% of evangelicals have never been asked 
about their work as their ministry by a pastor, 
elder, or cell group leader. 
 

Note: Sources; 1 Mark Green LICC Apl 2011 on Lausanne 
Conference On Evangelism Cape Town  
2-5 Care For The Family 2006 (almost identical stats achieved 
at a S&L summer camp on the same questions. 
 

The gap is clear. How to bridge that gap is the 
question. 
 

 Two Personal Perspectives 
 

I remember the day as if it were yesterday and 
this was not one of the best day’s of my life. I 
had been running some businesses for the 
church. We had set up one of the largest 
Christian bookshops in the country, we were 
running a publishing house and a growing 
printing press. At the time we were exploring the 
role of church in business and very quickly 
discovered the practical and biblical wisdom that 
the church can govern ministry but it cannot 
Biblically operate a business. I had contributed to 
the discussion, and the decision, but it was 
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painful. The printing press was sold to another 
company, and as part of the arrangement I was 
going with it! 
 

Today was my first day at the new venture and I 
was feeling very low. The feeling of leaving the 
churches employ was a bit shattering and the 
future was one big unknown ahead of me. Brian 
Rebbettes was my new boss and he and his wife 
took me out for a picnic lunch at the Aldermaston 
woods close by. As we sat there that first day 
chatting away, their loving act coupled with an 
encouraging card from Gill my wife began to give 
me hope, more than that it began to posture me 
towards something new. 
 

What followed in the subsequent years was 
amongst the most formative experiences in my 
life. Brian began to disciple me at work. He 
looked for ways to open doors of function for me, 
he looked at ways to sharpen my selling skills. 
He shared his office with me so that I could listen 
to him on the phone. We could congratulate 
each other on successes and discuss the 
failures. He was the first man and the only man 
to really confront me on my love of money. He 

challenged me in my marriage, encouraged me 
with my children. We would share scriptures and 
revelation together, and often pray together. 
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He put his money and support into ideas that I 
created and actually participated into those new 
ideas himself. When he sensed I had something 
worthwhile to say he would actually find church 
groups for me to share in. He and Anne his wife 
taught Gill and me to have week-ends away and 
their generosity made them possible. Here was a 
man who called me up to be what God had 
made me to be. Here was a man who lived the 
kingdom of god at work. Here was a man, who 
served God in his business, who loved God and 
loved his staff and who in the process discipled 
many of them.  I have absolutely no doubt that 
Brian was God’s instrument too unlock my prison 
and the first of two men to disciple me into my 
destiny. 
 

Ron Trudinger also discipled me for many years. 
Without even having the workplace conversation 
he lived it. As a church paid leader instinctively 
he lived out the importance of training and 
discipling a number of us in our places of work. It 
was as natural as attending a church gathering 
to look for the kingdom in our workplace activity. 
He did it in a way which many of us could follow. 
It was natural and easy 
 

We would meet for prayer several mornings a 
month and chat through work, finance marriage, 
personal spiritual health. Once or twice a month 
he would travel with me in the car for a whole 
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day as I would do sales visits. He would sit in the 
car and pray for success for the sales 
presentation, and then use the time to pray and 
read. 
 

On those journeys we talked in depth about 
money, sex, care of wife and handling the family. 
It would be high challenge and high 
support. There was never a week without prayer 
together in some shape or form. There was 
never a week without interested relational 
conversation. Goals set were always whole life 
goals and related to family, finance, work and 
church function and all at their heart were related 
to seeking the kingdom 
 

He would help me prepare messages and then 
mentor me in the delivery. He would invite me 
with him any opportunity he could and share his 
preaching slots with me gradually increasing 
them till we were almost always sharing 50/50. 
 

This was Whole Life Discipleship long before 

LICC had come up with the phrase and it was 
this holistic approach that discipled me into 
seeking the kingdom of God at work home and 
gathered church and opened doors of destiny for 
me.  
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Five Top Tips For Discipling Church Members 
for Work 
 

1. Get interested in them and their world. Know 
their challenges. Help them set goals that have 
seeking the kingdom embedded in them. As 
Dave Richards put it once; ‘I foresee a day when 
church supports the workers and not the workers 
supporting the church’. It’s thinking about 
discipleship through their world, understanding 
their challenges and supporting training and 
challenging in a way, which is relevant to them. 
Feeling their feelings and seeing through their 
eyes into their world 
 

2. Have a clear goal together that reflects what it 
might look like to see the kingdom come in their 
place of work and help mentor towards that end 
with reflection and review. Think though 
commercial, academic and biblical training that 
might help them towards that goal. 
 

3. Once a month or at a frequency that works for 

them, email a message or send a book that you 
believe will help them where they are and equip 
them. Keep them in the loop about what’s 
happening in church and church leadership. 
Seek their input into key decisions and key 
challenges in the local church, and honour that 
input as well as challenging it where appropriate. 
 



 

   63 

4. Pray with them regularly using face to face 
email and text using up to date key issues in 
their lives and trying to help discern any sense of 
heaven’s voice in circumstances. 
 

5. Try and meet the disciple in their place of 
work. It’s not always appropriate so maybe you 
meet for a sandwich or breakfast somewhere 
close by. If you do meet at work you may feel 
slightly apprehensive or out of your depth. 
Sometimes that’s the very thing that endears and 
opens the door for deeper journeys together.  
 

I remember the moment I had driven to visit one 
brother in a palatial glass fronted office near an 
International Airport. As I drove in past scores of 
high end Porsches and Ferraris I felt intimidated. 
As I went through High security and as the 
conference room was checked for bugs I felt 
totally out of my depth. But I will never forget this 
high powered successful businessman turned to 
me with tears in his eyes; ‘You are the only 
person from church to ever visit me at work. You 
have no idea how much this means to me. 
Please encourage other church leaders to be 
bold and do to others what you have done today’ 
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About David:  

David Oliver is an associate director of the Marketing Guild 

and senior partner of ‘Insight Marketing’. He conducts 

seminars for business and church leaders in the UK and 

abroad. David has written a helpful book for the workplace: 

WORK -PRISON OR PLACE OF DESTINY © 1999 ISBN: 

1-860-24-340-1 published by Word Publishing. 

Contact David: 

Insight Marketing, Lynch Hill Park, Whitchurch, RG24 7NF 

davido@loveworklivelife.com 

http://www.loveworklivelife.com/ 

 

“Let none turn over books, or roam the stars in quest of God, 

who sees him not in man.”    Johann Kaspar Lavater 

1741-1801 Swiss poet. 

 

“One act of obedience is better than one hundred sermons.”   

                                                 Dietrich Bonhoeffer 

 

“When people stop believing in God, they don’t believe in 

nothing- they believe in anything.” GK Chesterton 

 

“Two are better than one, 

Because they have a good reward for their labour. 

For if they fall, one will lift up his companion. 

But woe to him who is alone when he falls, 

For he has no one to help him up.”      Ecclesiastes 4:9-10 
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Morning Star 
 

A silent shroud of silence 

Hangs low. 

Grey hands of Darkness 

Covers the land. 

Sombre and dull 

Chill fingers of cold 

Icy and lifeless 

Grip the garden tight unmoving in funeral 
embrace. 

 

Shortly a softening of shadows 

Pastel shades 

Smudged outlines 

of dark shapes in morning mist- 

A frozen breath 

Rolling over wall 

and stone 

Mist reluctant to leave 

Writhes uneasy blanketing the ground 
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First ray of brilliant white sunlight 

Pierces the darkness 

Like a spear and 

I awake 

And see this morning 

and think 

of early childhood mornings- 

Sunbeams streaming past trees 

And memories rush into my mind. 

 

My warm breath 

Condenses as moisture droplets 

In front of my face 

And I AM keenly aware 

of being alive. 

Sunlight now streams through 

the doorway 

And I can see the dawn 

Of this new day Today breaking 

forth. 

So much since last I slept 

So much I remember of late. 
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The pain of yesterday 

Now a memory 

Flooded with undescribable joy. 

It is finished. It is done- 

Completion. 

 

I look to my right 

And see an empty cloth 

An empty shroud 

And have no recollection 

Of these events. 

My hands and feet 

Will never be the same 

But no longer disfigured 

Rather marks of high honour 

And I remember 

A crown of high honour 

Not of laurels but of thorns 

And the eye of a mother 

Wet with tears 

And I moved to see her left alone. 
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And the pain, the pain, 

Such pain and separation 

A price paid in full 

A ransom for you 

Whom I loved so dearly 

That will never change. 

Beloved brother 

Beloved sister 

I will always love you. 

All of you. 

How much do I love you? 

Enough to bear your burdens 

In my hands and on my feet 

And in my heart. 

You will never know 

The depth of my love for you 

But I invite you 

To Come and See 

I AM the bright Morning Star. 

The Son has risen indeed.  

© Christopher Lavers Crosstalk- A reflection in Faith ISBN: 

978-1-4709-0122-6 (Lulu Enterprises, Inc.) 
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Walking the Edge of Becoming 

by Julia Loren 
  

…your eyes saw my unformed body. All the days ordained 
for me were written in your book before one of them came to 
be. (Psalm 139:16) 

  

“You have a deadly style, my dear, I love it!” 
wrote the editor of the Paris Review on one of 
those little, stylish rejection slips that used to be 
mailed out in the days before email. I was a 16-
year-old poet engaged in a plan to collect 
rejection slips from all the top literary journals 
and magazines of the world. That a man of his 
calibre would take a moment to comment on my 
writing style changed my life. I stopped my quest 
to rack up rejection slips. I started my quest to 
succeed. 

 I became a journalist, won a National award for 
best feature during my first year out of college, 
laid into hard news reporting with a vengeance 
and somehow, within my first three years, 
incurred the unpardonable sin of journalism – a 
libel suit. Pushed off the cliff by an editor who 
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had set me up – I was furious! The ACLU took 
my case and laid it to rest but my reputation in 
the Los Angeles media arena had tanked. I 
couldn’t get a job. One day, a local newspaper 
editor kindly advised me to move out of town and 
work elsewhere until the incident was forgotten.  

Instead, I joined my father on a weekend hiking 
trip in the Sequoias. And after he left, I decided 
to hike up a mountain peak, pitch my tent and 
work out my anger with God. 

Plodding upwards, I began to whine. “God, how 
could you let this happen? What am I going to do 
now? My career is over!” The trail narrowed - 
one side became a high bank of snow, the other 
side, a sheer cliff.  The traction beneath my feet 
changed from hard and rocky earth to slick and 
icy. I was walking the edge. One misstep and I 
would fall to my death. I trudged on, more 
cautiously now. I stopped whining. What lay 
ahead of me and what lay behind me were of no 
more concern. My focus narrowed to the exact 
placement of one foot, the shifting weight of my 
pack, the desire not to fall off the cliff, and the 
tempering of my anxiety. Eventually, more slowly 
than I would have liked, I made it to the top. 

 At the peak, I surveyed a wide meadow of snow 

interspersed with dry patches looking for a place 
to pitch a tent, when a movement caught my 
attention. On the other side of the meadow, a 
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man turned and slowly walked over to greet me. 
He introduced himself as the head of a large, 
Christian publishing company. I sensed that it 
was no accident that our trails had converged. 

  

That night, under the cold and starry sky, I 
realized that the Author and Creator of the 
Universe too, has a deadly style. We are his 
poema crafted as we walk the edge of becoming 
and rise up to a higher place than we thought we 
could climb. Along the way, he makes our path 
secure. And every perceived misstep is turned 
into a new direction, a constant revealing of the 
one the Author of Life wrote about in his book, 
long before we were ever born. 
 

© Julia Loren 2012. 
 

 About Julia: 

“I was a poet, once upon this journey through time. Then, a 

journalist writing short pieces. And then, a writer of Christian 

books that bore witness to the style of God. Eventually, maybe 

today, I will become myself as God intended. As you will, too.” 
Julia Loren is the author of more than a dozen, non-fiction, 

Christian books. She is at work on a novel to be published 

under a pseudonym and lives on Camano Island, in 

Washington State. Contact Julia:   

      juliascribes@yahoo.com 

     http://www.julialoren.net 

http://www.julialoren.net/
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Baroness Cox 
 

As Christians, we have a Biblical mandate to 
help the poor, heal the sick and speak for the 
oppressed. I try to follow in the footsteps of St. 
Francis of Assisi who challenges us with these 
words ‘Pity weeps and turns away; Compassion 
weeps and puts out a hand to help’. Sometimes, 
the problems around us in this big world seem so 
numerous that we do not know where to begin to 
try to put out a hand to help. But in my small 
charity, Humanitarian Aid Relief Trust (HART), 
we have a motto: ‘I cannot do everything, but I 
must not do nothing.’ If we all do something, 
together we really can make a difference for 
some of the world’s most hurting and oppressed 
people - wherever they may be, on our own 
doorsteps here at home or further away – 
wherever God calls us to serve Him through 
helping them.  

I established HART to provide aid and advocacy 
for people suffering from oppression and 
persecution who are largely ‘off the radar screen’ 
of major aid organisations and the international 
media. Many very disturbing situations occur 
when brutal regimes, vicitimising minorities in 
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their own lands, deny access by aid 
organisations to take help to their victims and 
prohibit international media from visiting to tell 
the world what is happening. HART’s mandate is 
to try to help such people with both aid and 
advocacy. This brings us into direct contact with 
people suffering in hidden conflicts. These 
include the war waged by the Government of 
Sudan against its own people –formerly in South 
Sudan and now in Southern Kordofan and Blue 
Nile; the Armenian people suffering attempted 
ethnic cleansing by Azerbaijan from their historic 
land in Nagorno Karabakh; and in Burma, ethnic 
national peoples such as the Karen, Karenni, 
Shan, Kachin and Chin peoples suffering all 
forms of violations of human rights by the 
Burmese government. Such people are often in 
desperate need of aid, including food and 
medical care. They also need a voice to tell the 
world their story to try to obtain help to address 
the injustice and oppression they are suffering.  

© Baroness Cox 2012 

About Baroness Cox:  

Baroness (Caroline) Cox was created a Life Peer in 1982 for 

her contributions to education serving as a Deputy Speaker of 

the House of Lords (1985 to 2005). She now sits in the Lords 

as a crossbencher and is a frequent contributor to debates on 
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Sudan, India, Nigeria, Uganda, and Burma. As well as being 

the Chief Executive of HART Lady Cox was Founder 

Chancellor of Bournemouth University, 1991-2001 and is now 

Chancellor of Liverpool Hope University and Vice President 

of the Royal College of Nursing. Lady Cox serves as a non-

executive director of the Andrei Sakharov Foundation and is 

Chairman of the Executive Board of the International Islamic 

Christian Organisation for Reconciliation and Reconstruction 

(IICORR), a charity she helped set up to promote stronger 

relationships between Muslims and Christians. Baroness Cox 

is the chairperson of the British Armenia All-Party 

Parliamentary Group and vice chairperson of the UK North 

Korea All-Party Parliamentary Group. 
 

In recognition of her international humanitarian and human 

rights work she was awarded the Commander Cross of the 

Order of Merit of the Republic of Poland; the prestigious 

Wilberforce Award; the International Mother Teresa Award 

from the All India Christian Council; the Mkhitar Gosh Medal 

conferred by the President of the Republic of Armenia; and the 

anniversary medal presented by Lech Walesa, former President 

of Poland, at the 25th anniversary of the Polish Solidarity 

Movement.  

Baroness Cox's humanitarian aid work has taken her on many 

missions to conflict zones, allowing her to obtain first hand 

evidence of human rights violations and humanitarian needs. 

Areas travelled include the Armenian enclave of Nagorno 

Karabakh; Sudan; Nigeria; Uganda; the Karen; Karenni; Shan 

and Chin peoples in the jungles of Burma; and communities 
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suffering from conflict in Indonesia. She has also visited North 

Korea to promote Parliamentary initiatives and medical 

programmes. Caroline has been instrumental in helping to 

change the former Soviet Union policies for orphaned and 

abandoned children from institutional to foster family care. 
 

Contact Caroline: 
  

Humanitarian Aid Relief Trust 

3 Arnellan House 

144-146 Slough Lane 

Kingsbury 

London NW9 8XJ 

United Kingdom 

Tel: +44 (0) 208 204 7336 

Fax: +44 (0) 208 204 5661 

Email: office@hart-uk.org 

http://www.hart-uk.org/hart.php?page=174 

 

“Those who deny freedom to others, deserve it not for 

themselves.” Abraham Lincoln (1809-1865) 16
th

 

President of the United States who brought about the 

emancipation of the American slaves. 

 

“Learn to do right! Seek justice, encourage the oppressed. 

Defend the cause of the fatherless, plead the case of the widow.”  

 ISAIAH 1:17 

 

http://www.hart-uk.org/hart.php?page=174
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 Testimonies- beyond Death 
 

William Wilberforce 

His name will ever be specially identified with those exertions 
which by the blessing of God, removed from England the guilt 
of the African slave trade, and prepared the way for the 
abolition of slavery in every colony of the empire:  in the 
prosecution of these objects, he relied, not in vain, on God; 
here to repose, till through the merits of Jesus Christ his only 
redeemer and saviour. 
 

William Tyndale  

Translator of the holy scriptures into the language of the 
English people. A martyr and exile in the cause of liberty and 
pure religion, he fulfilled the precept which he had taught: 
there is none other way into the Kingdom of life than through 
persecution and suffering of pain and of very death after the 
example of Christ. 
 

Sebastian Charles “Canon of Westminster fearless in 

the cause of Christ Jesus who disturbs and reconciles.” 
 

David Livingstone for 30 years his life was spent in an 

unwearied effort to evangelise the native races, to explore the 
undiscovered secrets, to abolish the desolating slave trade, 
of central Africa, where with his last words he wrote “All I can 
add in my solitude is, may heaven’s rich blessing come down 
on every one, American, English, or Turk who will help to 
heal this open sore the world. Died May 1 1873 ULALU 
Africa.           Inscriptions found in Westminster Abbey. 
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DISPOSSESSED 
 

We are the dispossessed 

We have no home 

We have committed no crime 

Except to be ourselves. 
 

We have made no covenant with death 

But death has been our cup of suffering. 
 

Dwelling in caves, despised and rejected. 

Our children, 

 Inheritors of scorched earth and wasted land – 

Barren of goodness 

Except misery and mines. 
 

We have made no covenant with death 

But death has been our cup of suffering. 
 

Will you hear our plea? 

Our cry for compassion 

For justice and mercy – 

Will you care to lend a hand?   

      © Chris Lavers 2013 
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Stephen Strader 
 

Activating & Releasing the Anointing 
 

We must remember that the anointing is all 
about the Holy Spirit and not a man, however, 
man is the vessel. The Word of God directs us 
that the Spirit of the prophet is subject to the 
prophet. I interpret this to mean that we are 
given the privilege and responsibility to activate 
and release the anointing appropriately. 
 

The Holy Scriptures instructs us that the Holy 
Spirit flows as He wills and implies that it is not 
by some formula that we can evoke. This 
appears to be a contradiction. I see this as the 
TWO-SIDED coin of Truth. Let me explain. 
 

Throughout the scriptures, there appears to be 
two sides of the same coin to nearly every truth 
and directive we are presented with. For 
example, using our topic today, we are instructed 

that the Sprit flows wherever it wants and we 
have no control or influence over Him. Then the 
scripture instructs us that we have the 
responsibility to activate and release the 
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anointing. Which is correct? They both are. Each 
of the instructions is a different side of the SAME 
coin. 

 

In the story of the “woman with an issue of 
blood”, from Mark chapter five, we find that the 
woman kept saying to herself, “if I can just touch 
him, I will be healed.” 
 

When Jesus challenged her, he said, “Your faith 
has healed you.” Let’s see what she did to 
activate and release the anointing to receive her 
healing. 
 

We speculate that she built her faith by hearing 
in her mind the stories of healing she had heard 
from others. Perhaps she had even been able to 
hear some of Jesus’ teaching. What we do know 
is that there were many other people touching 
Jesus and certainly many were trying to receive 
some kind of blessing from Jesus, but only this 
woman was able to activate His anointing. 
 

We have concluded that she placed a demand 
upon the anointing. The word “demand“ in this 
context means to “ask for” with proper authority: 
to ask urgently for what is considered to be just, 
proper, or necessary. Jesus made it clear that 
healing was the children’s bread. Jesus told the 
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Pharisees that it was not right that the woman 
who had been bowed over by a spirit of infirmity 
should remain bound when she was a daughter 
of Abraham. Therefore, we conclude that the 
woman with the issue of blood was in her 
privilege to “demand” a healing from Jesus. 

 

I know the word “demand” is a stumbling block. 
But look at it from this perspective. When you 
dial a phone number of you knock on a door, you 
are demanding an answer. Jesus said, “ask, and 
keep on asking”. The amplified bible adds the 
words, reverently. We could say, respectfully. 
Certainly there is a difference between knocking 
on a door and pounding on a door. 
 

However, I think we would all agree that there is 
even an appropriate time to pound on the door, 
demanding someone answer. 
 

When we “place a demand” upon the anointing, 
we are in effect, asking God to answer our 
petition or request. The word of God clearly 
instructs us to do this. “ask that your you may be 
full… Ask, and My Father in Heaven will do it.” 
 

I have often used the example of a light switch. 
We have to place a demand upon that power by 
“flipping that switch.” We can decide to turn it on 
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or off. The scriptures indicate that in a very real 
way, we have that same privilege and 
responsibility with the anointing. 
 

The scriptures indicate that if we are sick, we 
can CALL for the elders of the church, and when 
THEY lay hands on the sick praying a FERVANT 
prayer, the person will be healed and forgiven. 
The sick person places a demand upon the 
elders place a demand upon the anointing.  
 

Activating and releasing the anointing can be 
done many different ways: touching, calling, 
blowing, spitting, breathing, singing, prayer over 
a cloth, anointing with oil, laying on of hands, 
declaring, prophecing, and speaking the word. 
And I’m sure you can think of some more. 
 

We could also mention other unique ways the 
anointing has been released: Moses used a rod, 
across or pole with a serpent on it, incense, and 
David used a slight shot, Elijah and Elisha used 
a coat to part the waters, and some prophets 
even dramatized a word from the Lord. And 
again, there are many more we can think of. 
 

One thing is for sure, we should avoid being 
critical of the method. God is a God of variety. I 
also believe that the anointing can be stored and 
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or built up. The scriptures mention prayer cloths 
being sent to people in other geographical 
locations. I remember one Evangelist that 
encouraged people to bring handkerchiefs to his 
meeting so they could be anointed for their loved 
ones. Ione grandmother brought a bag of 
M&M’s. At first the Evangelist refuse to pray for 
them until the grandmother explained they were 
for her grandchildren and she believed they 
would be touched by the anointing with every 
bite! 
 

Jesus talked about prayer and fasting BUILDING 
UP a stronger anointing to cast out devils. We 
can conclude that it is possible to store up the 
anointing and or increase the power of the 
anointing within our bodies. 
 

In our story today, the woman TOUCHED Jesus 
clothing to receive a transfer of anointing. It 
could be argued – was it the anointing in His 
clothes or her faith in the TOUCH that healed 
her? I personally believe it was HER TOUCH 
that was the “swit5ch” to activate the anointing. 
Others were touching his clothes and did not 
experience a transfer of the anointing. 
 

Certainly we can know and expect that 
something does happen when the anointing is 
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activated and released. I think we would all 
agree that FAITH is the key to activating and 
releasing the anointing.  
 

I would like to challenge all of us to activate and 
d release the anointing by putting ourselves into 
positions for the Holy Spirit to flow through us. 
The anointing is the manifested presence and 
power of the Holy Spirit. Like Peter, we have to 
STEP OUT of the boat. It has been speculated 
that the water did not become hard until he got 
BOTH FEET out of the boat. 
 

Certainly there are many more ways to activate 
and release the anointing today: telephone, 
email, recordings, and media. Recently I 
received an email from a friend in Oregon. She 
told me about some serious pain her legs. I 
responded with a short prayer… “in the Name of 
Jesus, be healed.” She emailed me back and let 
me know that the moment she READ the email, 
she was healed! Was it my faith? Was it her 
faith? Could it be either or both? The answer is 
YES. 
 

Let other debate how or why… just activate and 
release the anointing any and every way 
possible. God is certainly not limited to the way 
we think. Ephesians 3:20 makes it plain, “God is 
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able to do exceedingly and abundantly, far over 
and above, anything and everything that we 
could ever ask or think!” 
 

I believe that it is OUR privilege and 
responsibility to activate and release the 
anointing. I believe that is HIS sovereignty and 
authority that will respond to your demand. I 
think it goes without saying that the Holy Sprit 
must guide us. After all, Peter didn’t get out of 
the boat until Jesus invited him to come. 

About Stephen: 
 
Stephen R. Strader is the Senior Pastor of Ignited Church, 

Lakeland, Florida. Ignited Church was formed in December of 

2005. Pastor Stephen was born again at the age of 8 and 

baptised in the Holy Spirit and called into the ministry at the 

age of 12. He entered the ministry at the age of 18. He married 

his lovely wife, Janice, in August 1977. 

 

Pastor Stephen is also an International Missionary Evangelist. 

The name of his ministry is Ablaze International. He travels 

extensively throughout the United States and internationally, 

igniting, fanning, and reviving revival fires. Pastor Stephen 

and his family began traveling across the United States and 

internationally spreading the revival fires in 1994. Signs and 

wonders, and unusual manifestations of the Holy Spirit 

confirm the Word preached. His mission: spread this revival 

fire everywhere. He has held many extended revivals across 

America, besides the Florida Healing Revival of 2008. He has 

held revivals and or miracle crusades in the Ukraine, Cuba, 

Costa Rica, Puerto Rico, Panama, Columbia, the Virgin 
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Islands, the Philippines, Ghana, Guyana, Nicaragua, South 

Africa, Nigeria, Zimbabwe, Ecuador, and India. 

Both in Ignited Church and around the world, people are 

testifying of miraculous transformations in their lives and the 

lives of their families. Particularly noted is the number of 

children and young people that are being touched by the 

anointing of God. Signs and Wonders are following the Word 

of God being preached! 

 
Contact Stephen: 
Ignited Church  

Lakeland, FL 33809 

Phone: 863.594.1750 

Fax Line: 863.859.0538 

www.ignitedchurch.com 

General Questions: 

info@ignitedchurch.com 

stephenstrader@gmail.com  

 

“Men occasionally stumble over the truth, but most of 
them pick themselves up and hurry off as if nothing 

happened.” Winston Churchill (1874-1965) 
British politician and prime minister of the United 

Kingdom. 

 

“Time is precious, but truth is more precious than time.” 
Benjamin Disraeli (1804-1881) British politician 

twice prime minister of the United Kingdom. 
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19 

Peter Gammons  

Giants in God Only Speak 

Words of Faith 

Then he took his staff in his hand, chose five smooth stones 

from the stream, put them in the pouch of his shepherd’s bag 

and, with his sling in his hand, approached the Philistine. 

Meanwhile, the Philistine, with his shield bearer in front of 

him, kept coming closer to David. He looked David over and 

saw that he was little more than a boy, glowing with health 

and handsome, and he despised him. He said to David, “Am I 

a dog, that you come at me with sticks?” And the Philistine 

cursed David by his gods. “Come here,” he said, “and I’ll 

give your flesh to the birds and the wild animals!” 

David said to the Philistine, “You come against me with sword 

and spear and javelin, but I come against you in the name of 

the LORD Almighty, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you 

have defied.  

1 Samuel 17:40-45 
 

David chose five smooth stones out of the brook 
and put them in his shepherd’s bag (v.40). Then 
he took his sling and fired those stones (v.49). 
This speaks to me of taking God’s promises (the 
stones) from God’s Word (the brook), putting 
them in our heart (his bag) and then releasing 
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them (through our mouth.) These are vital keys 
to victory. 
 

David boldly confessed what he believed. He 
spoke it out. There is power in boldly speaking 
words of faith. What you are saying will 
determine whether you are encouraged or 
discouraged. David declared, “Let no man’s 
heart fail because of him (Goliath)” (v.32). If you 
listen to the enemy’s lies, your heart will sink and 
fail. 

When I meet a person who is down hearted, I 
am meeting a person who is listening to and 
focusing on the enemy’s lies.  

David said, “This day the LORD will deliver you into my 

hands, and I’ll strike you down and cut off your head. 
This very day I will give the carcasses of the Philistine 
army to the birds and the wild animals, and the whole 
world will know that there is a God in Israel. All those 
gathered here will know that it is not by sword or spear 
that the LORD saves; for the battle is the LORD’s, and he 
will give all of you into our hands.” 1 Samuel 17:46-47 (NIV) 

 

David refused to speak words of doubt. Notice all 
the ‘I will’s and ‘He will’s David spoke. He did not 
add the faith destroying words, “If it be the will of 
the Lord.” He understood his covenant with God. 
When you know your covenant rights, you will 
stand your ground. 
 



 

88 

I am not talking about demanding God to do 
things. That is what those who have little 
understanding of Bible faith, accuse faith-filled 
believers of doing. You do not need to demand 
anything from God. He has freely given us all 
things (Romans 8:32). He has already provided 
for our every need at Calvary. Your healing was 
paid for at Calvary. Your provision was paid for 
at Calvary. The breakthrough that you need was 
paid for at Calvary. No, I am not talking about 
demanding from God, I’m talking about standing 
your ground against the enemy who is trying to 
rob you. 
 

Jesus said “Truly I tell you, if anyone says to this 

mountain, ‘Go, throw yourself into the sea,’ and does not 
doubt in their heart but believes that what they say will 
happen, it will be done for them.”  

Mark 11:23 
 

The Bible says that ten of the twelve spies 
‘brought an evil report.’ What was their ‘evil 
report’? They said what they saw, instead of 
what God said, about their situation. 
 

Notice Jesus said in that verse that you will have 

whatever you say. God once spoke prophetically 
to me, saying, “I have told my people that they 
can have whatever they say, but instead they are 
saying what they have.” 
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If Jesus walked up to you and said “over the next 
24 hours you will have whatever you say, good 
or bad”, how many of us would change the way 
that we spoke? The truth is God has said this in 
His Word, therefore it has no less authority than 

if He came to you personally and said it face to 
face. 
 

The context in which Jesus was speaking was in 
reference to the fig tree which He had cursed, 
which, as a result, had withered away. Now, 
when they read the word ‘cursed’ most people 
think of a person pronouncing a curse where 

they say, “I curse you.” Yet Jesus did not use 
those words. What did Jesus do to the fig tree? 
He simply spoke negative words to it. He just 
said, “Let no man eat from you ever again.” 
 

Many Christians curse their own fig tree. By their 
negative words they speak curses into their 
family, their business and even their own life. 
 

Tragically, many people speak negative words to 
their children. “You are stupid. You are useless. 
You will never amount to anything.” These are 
curses. We must only speak words of faith.  
 

Here is little David. He appeared to be the last. 
He had been left at home. The only job he was 
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given was taking the sandwiches to his brothers! 
Rise up on the inside. Even if others have not 
noticed the potential in you, God has! He doesn’t 
see just what you are now, He sees what you 
are going to be! 
 

When God appeared to Gideon, he was hiding in 
the wine-press threshing wheat. Now, you don’t 
thresh wheat in a wine-press! You thresh wheat 
on the threshing floor. You throw the wheat in 
the air and the wind comes along and blows 
away the chaff. A wine-press is not the place to 
thresh wheat, it has walls! Here he is, hiding in 
fear and the Lord says, “The LORD is with thee, 
thou mighty man of valour.” Judges 6:12 
 

“Mighty man of valour? Who – me?” 
 

God spoke words of faith into Gideon’s life and 
we need to do the same. 
 

You see, God sees the giant in you. He see the 
potential in you. He sees the mighty man or 
woman of valour in you. Then He speaks those 
words of faith into your life. 
 

The God who created the world by speaking has 
given you the ability to speak words of faith and 
by doing so to change your circumstances. God 



 

   91 

said, “Let there be light”, or literally, “Light be!” 
and there was light. He did not simply say what 
He saw. That is what many of us have been 
doing. Merely confessing what we see. God did 
not say, “Isn’t it dark around here?” He said, 
“Light be!” He spoke what He desired into being. 
 

We can do the same. Jesus said, “You will have 
whatever you say.” He did not say that you will 
have whatever you pray. That is why many 
people’s prayers go un-answered. They pray one 
thing and then they say something else. We 
must bring our praying and our saying in line with 
one another. 

We are called to speak to our mountains and not 
about our mountains. When you continually 
speak about your mountain you reinforce it, but 
when you speak to it in faith it has to move. 

Dr Peter Gammons See Giants or Be Giants The 
Hallmarks of Giants in God © 1998 ISBN 1 898400 
024 

 

About Peter: 

As a young man, Peter received a dramatic call from God to 

“Take My healing message and My healing power to the 

world.” Since that time he has taken the good news to more 

than 100 million people world-wide with crowds of up to 4 

million people attending a single event! Secular newspapers, 

magazines, television and prime-time news reports have all 

carried the amazing accounts of those healed in Peter’s 
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meetings, including those considered incurable. He also has a 

TV and global radio ministry, is a friend and confidante of 

Presidents, Prime Ministers and world leaders and a best 

selling author of over 40 books and teaching manuals.   

 

Contact Peter: 

Peter Gammons Ministry International  

P.O. Box 4 Ramsey, 

Cambs, 

PE26 1SW, 

England 

http://www.pgmi.org/       

E-mail: contact@pgmi.org 

***** 

Lord, make me an instrument of your peace, 

Where there is hatred, let me sow love; 

Where there is injury, pardon; 

Where there is doubt, faith; 

Where there is despair, hope; 

Where there is darkness, light; 

Where there is sadness, joy. 

O Divine Master, 

grant that I may not so much seek to be consoled, as to 

console; 

to be understood, as to understand; 

to be loved, as to love. 

For it is in giving that we receive. 

It is in pardoning that we are pardoned, 

and it is in dying that we are born to Eternal Life.     Amen. 

A prayer attributed to St Francis of Assisi (1181-

1226) 

 

http://www.pgmi.org/mailto:contact@pgmi.org%20subject=Contact
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And did His feet? 
 

And did His feet in ancient time. 

Walk where now my feet have trod? 

Upon this Temple Mount, space forlorn 

Foreseen this the holy Lamb of God? 
 

And whence the Countenance Divine, 

His Glory Shining forth to ends of earth, 

Until Jerusalem now, rebuilded here, 

Far from our distant Gentile hills. 
 

And forsake we this our greatest prize? 

For Bow to tarnish; 

And Arrows to fail: 

Without O Spear, Sans Sword, Sans Word, 

Nor Chariot of blazing fire? 
 

Or will we rise and rise again, 

To see England’s Christendom returned a mountain 
green: 

Looking up with open skies declared, 

“Once more England’s blessed pastures seen!” 

© Chris Lavers 2013 
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Ian McCormack 

Ambulance 

One night while diving for lobster on the small 
Island of Mauritius I was stung on my forearm by 
5 Box-Jellyfish, which the local Creole fishermen 
called "invisables" A sting from a Box-Jellyfish 
often proves to be fatal - as exemplified in 
Australia where 70 people are known to have 
died from their stings. Many books quote this 
particular type of Jellyfish to be among the most 
venomous creatures in the world. 

I had been travelling around the world for 2 years 
leaving New Zealand in 1980 at the age of 24. 
And in April, 1982 at the age of 26 I was stung 
by these Jellyfish. 

By the time an ambulance arrived my body was 
totally paralysed and necrosis had begun to set 
into my bone marrow. On route to the hospital I 
began to see my life flash before me. At this 
point of my life I was an atheist - but I knew I was 
nearly dead and I didn't know if there was life 
after death or whether there was just nothing. As 

I lay there dying, I saw my mother in a vision 
praying for me, encouraging me to cry out to 
God from my heart and He would hear me and 
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forgive me (my mother was the only Christian in 
our family.) I didn't know what to pray and cried 
out that if God was real, could He help me to 
pray. Immediately God showed me the Lord’s 
Prayer, and for the first time in my life I prayed 
from my heart and gave my life to the Lord.  

Death & Hell 

The ambulance stopped and they placed me in a 
wheel chair and raced me into the hospital. The 
nurse took my blood pressure twice but could not 
find a pulse as my veins had collapsed. The 
doctors tried to save my life by injecting anti-
toxins and dextrose into my body, but seemingly 
to no avail. Within a few minutes I seemed to slip 
away (apparently life ceased from my body for a 
period of approx. 15 minutes). 

During this time I found myself in a very dark 
place, not realising where I was. So I tried to find 
a light switch, thinking I was still in the hospital - 
but as I reached out into the dark I couldn't touch 

anything. Reaching to touch my face I found my 
hand go straight through it. It seemed so bizarre, 
as I knew I was standing there but couldn't touch 
any part of my physical body. 

As I stood there I began to sense that this wasn't 
just a physical darkness but that there was 
something else there. I could feel a cold eerie 
feeling as though something or someone was 
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looking at me - a spiritual darkness. From the 
darkness I began to hear men’s voices 
screaming at me telling me to "shut up" - "that I 
deserved to be there" - "that I was in Hell". I 
couldn't believe it, but as I stood there a radiant 
beam of light shone through the darkness and 
immediately began to lift me upward. I found 
myself being translated up into an incredibly 
brilliant beam of pure white light - it seemed to 
be emanating from a circular opening far above 
me (I felt like a speck of dust being drawn up into 
a beam of sunlight).  

The Journey 

I entered this opening to find myself inside a long 
narrow passageway or tunnel - at the far end of 
the tunnel I could see the source of the light - it 
was so radiant that it looked to be the centre of 
the universe. As I continued to look towards this 
light it seemed to draw me towards it at an 
incredible speed - I wasn't walking but was being 
translated along this tunnel towards the source 
of this light. I watched as a wave of light broke 
off the source and moved up the tunnel towards 
me - as it passed through me I could feel a wave 
of warmth and comfort flood my soul … it was 
incredible. This light wasn't just physical, but was 
giving off a living emotion … Halfway down 
another wave of light - this time it gave off pure 
peace - followed by another wave - of pure joy. 
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Coming out of the end of this tunnel I found 
myself standing in the presence of awesome 
light and power - it seemed as though even the 
constellations in the universe must find their 
energy source from this focal point. 

As I stood there I wondered to myself if this was 
just an energy source in the universe or if 
perhaps there could be someone standing in the 
midst of this light! A voice immediately 
responded to my thought and asked me "Ian, do 
you wish to return?" Return, I thought!!! Where 
am I? As I looked over my shoulder I could see 
the tunnel going back into darkness.  

The Light 

I thought - darkness - hospital bed - am I out of 
my body? - is this real? - am I standing here? - 
or am I in a coma having some bizarre dream? 
Am I in my body or out of my body? (I could 
cognitively think of the two alternatives.) As I 
looked back towards the light, it was still there ... 

I responded "I don't know where I am, but if I am 
out of my physical body I wish to return." The 
voice responded "If you wish to return - you must 
see in a new light." "New light", I thought, "I'm 
seeing the light." "Are you the true light?" Words 
appeared in front of me "God is light and in Him 
is no darkness at all (1 John 1:5)." I had never 
read a Bible before in my life so I didn't know this 
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was straight out of the scriptures. God is light, I 
thought - that is pure light - I see no darkness 
here, I have just come from darkness - I see no 
evil, no shadows - this is pure light - am I 
standing in the presence of God? He knows my 
name and I didn't tell Him, only God could do 
that - He knows what I am thinking before I even 
speak, only God could do that. Then he must be 
able to see everything I have done wrong in my 
life ... no ... I don't want God to see that. I felt 
totally exposed and wanted to move away from 
the light and go back into the darkness where I 
belonged. I thought someone had made a 
mistake and brought the wrong person up. As I 
drew back towards the darkness a wave of light 
swept through me ... I felt pure unadulterated 
Love flow over me. Love I thought, how could 
God love me - I've taken his name in vain - I've 
slept around - I'm not a good man … but no 
matter what I said, waves of His unconditional 
Love continued to flow over me. I found myself 
weeping uncontrollably in His Presence. It was 
so amazing that He had totally forgiven me and 
accepted me as I was. 

The waves of Love ceased and I wondered if I 
could possibly step into the light and see what 
God looked like. I was so close. ... I asked if I 
could step in. ..?.. I heard no response but 
thought if God could love me so much, He 
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wouldn't mind …. As I stepped into the light I 
found myself disappear into it as it was so 
radiant - it had the intensity of laser light, yet you 
could look directly at it. The light seemed to 
absorb me into it - the centre seemed to be very 
bright so I aimed for it - I could feel a healing 
presence coming off this light that was healing 
my broken heart ... it was touching me deep 
inside my heart of hearts where no one gets to 
see … so beautiful.  

God 

Suddenly it opened up in the centre and standing 
in front of me was the most awesome sight - I 
could see a man standing in front of me, but he 
was not like anyone I'd ever seen before in my 
life. His garments were shimmering white in 
colour - garments of light - I could see His bare 
feet and His hands were outstretched towards 
me as if to welcome me. I knew I was looking 
upon God … as I looked toward His face the 
intensity of the light seemed to increase 7-fold - 
you couldn't make out the form of his face as the 
light was so bright - such purity, such holiness, 
such beauty. I asked God if I could step closer. I 
felt I could, I wanted to see His face. Moving 
closer waves of more Love began to flow 
towards me, and I felt very safe. Standing, now 
feet away, from the Lord I tried to see His face - 
but I didn't know that no man can see the face of 
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God and live. And so, as I moved my face into 
the radiance that surrounded His face, He 
moved - and all His Glory moved with Him. 
Directly behind Him it opened out into a brand 
new World - green pastures, a crystal clear 
stream, rolling green hills to my right, mountains 
in the distance, blue skies above, to my left fields 
interspersed with trees and flowers. As I looked 
at the grass in front of me I could see the same 
light that was on the presence of God was 
radiating throughout this entire creation - totally 
untouched by man - perfect creation. And in my 
heart I knew I belonged here, that God had 
created me to live here - I knew I was home. 

Return? 

I was just about to enter in and explore, when 
God stepped back in front of me, and asked me 
this question. "Now that you have seen - do you 
wish to step in or do you wish to return?" I 
thought, "I don't want to return. I wish to step in. I 
have no one to go back for and no one has ever 
loved me, all they've ever done is manipulate me 
and try to control me ... I have no one to go back 
for, I wish to step in." But God didn't move, so I 
looked back behind me to say "goodbye, cruel 
world", and standing behind me in a vision in 
front of the tunnel was my mother. And as soon 
as I saw her I knew that there was one person in 
my life that had shown me love, and that was my 
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mother, and that she had prayed for me every 
day and tried to show me that this was the way. 
In my mind I thought, "if I am dead and I did 
choose to step into heaven, what would my 
mother think? Would she know I made it or 
would she think I went to Hell - because she 
knew I had no Faith? … I realised that it could 
break her heart and that she would have no 
reason to believe that God had heard my prayer 
in the ambulance and forgiven my sins. … I 
thought, "how can I do that to my mum, it would 
be so selfish" … and decided I wished to return. 

God then spoke to me and said, "If I wished to 
return - I must see things in a new light." I 
understood that to mean that I must begin to see 
through his eyes of Love, Peace, Joy, 
Forgiveness, from His Heavenly perspective, not 
my temporary earthly perspective. Looking back 
towards the tunnel again I now could see a 
vision of all my family, and thousands and 
thousands of other people. I asked God who all 
these people were, and He told me that if I didn't 
return then many of these people would not get a 
chance to hear about Him…. 

I told God that I didn't know most of them and I 
didn't love them, but that I loved my mother and 
wished to return for her. God spoke to me and 
told me that He loved those people and wanted 
them all to come to know Him. I asked God how 
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could I possibly return back down the tunnel and 
back into my hospital bed. He spoke and said 
"Son, tilt your head, now feel the liquid drain 
from your eye. Now open your eye and see." 
And I was immediately back in my physical body. 

Back to earth 

As I opened my eye, I was lying back on a 
hospital bed with my right leg elevated, cupped 
in the hands of the young Indian doctor who had 
been trying to save my life. He had a scalpel or 
some sharp instrument in his hand and he was 
prodding the base of my foot like a dead piece of 
meat. He wasn't aware that I was looking at him. 
I thought, "what's that man doing with my foot, 
what is he doing with that knife!" At the same 
time something seemed to spook the doctor and 
he quickly turned his head to see my right eye 
open, looking at him… Terror struck his face and 
I got the distinct impression that he has just seen 
a dead man looking at him… My eye wasn't 
moving much and I could see the doctor thinking 
to himself that perhaps he had hit a nerve in my 
foot and caused the corpse to twitch, and that he 
had the evil eye looking at him or something. As 
for me, I was trying to grapple with what I had 
just seen. … Did I just see God, has He just 
given my life back? As I lay there I heard the 
voice of God say "Son, I have just given you 
your life back." I said if that is true God, could 
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you help me to tilt my head to the left and look 
out of the other eye, as I was getting sick of 
looking at the doctor’s terrified face. Strength 
came back into my neck and I opened my left 
eye to see a whole bunch of nurses and 
orderlies standing in the doorway looking at me 
as if the dead had just risen … As my eye locked 
onto theirs they began to jump backwards out of 
the doorway. From what I can ascertain I had 
been dead for a period of some 15 minutes. I 
prayed to God that night and asked him to heal 
me and enable me to walk out of the hospital. 
That night God completely healed me and 
enabled me to walk out of the hospital the next 
day. 

I asked God what I had become, as I found my 
entire life was changing for good. God told me I 
was a Re-Born Christian and that he wanted me 
to read His Bible. I had never read a Bible and 
had never heard about being Born-Again. Over 
the next 6 weeks I read the entire Bible. I have 
never been the same, and believe that I saw our 
Lord Jesus Christ in His Glorified form (Rev. 1: 
13 -18) 
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About Ian and how to contact him: 

Besides sharing his experiences widely Ian and his wife Jane 

have recently helped plant a new church in London. The 

church began its first service on 15th March, 2009 at Baden 

Powell House, 65 - 67 Queens Gate, London, SW7 5JS The 

church is opposite the National History Museum at the Corner 

of Cromwell Road & Queens Gate. The new church is called 

"Kings Gate Christian Fellowship" and more details can be 

found on their new website: www.kingsgate.org.uk 

Service times for Kings Gate are 6.30 - 8.30pm every Sunday 

night. If you are in the area why not go along and take an 

unbelieving friend! Ian’s web site can be found at: 

http://www.aglimpseofeternity.org 

http://www.aglimpseofeternity.org/updates-and-news/new-

church-plant-london.php 

A feature movie about Ian has just been made 

called The Perfect Wave - starring Cheryl Ladd & 
Scott Eastwood (Clint Eastwood's son!). It comes 
out in cinemas summer 2013. 

 

Having just read Ian’s testimony the next two 

articles provide you with an opportunity to take 
Jesus’ claims seriously and respond to his voice. 
Can you hear him, even now, calling your name? 

 

 

 

 

http://www.kingsgate.org.uk/
http://www.aglimpseofeternity.org/
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Chris Lavers 

Paid in Full 
A Purpose? 

How sad it would be to miss the purpose of your 
life, to never understand what it was you were 
born for, even such a time as this. Yes, the 
present time is one of fear and uncertainty. 
Death and destruction are present whether of 
natural origin like the 2004 Boxing Day Tsunami, 
or man-made like the September 11th terrorist 
attacks. Meanwhile, people are looking for 
security and asking the question: “Where can I 
place my hope in such troubled and hopeless 
times?” 
 

How sad it would be if you had asked the 
question, to just miss the answer, and ultimately 
the very purpose of your life, to miss what it was 
you were placed on this earth for. 
 

My hope, the Christian’s hope, is a confidence 
placed in Jesus Christ alone, in the rule and 
purpose of God. This hope declares that God is 
working in history, even through the events of 
this world that seem most terrible, and are 
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moving towards the final glory which will be 
revealed at Christ’s personal return- heralding a 
whole new age. 

 

Resting on the predictions of the Old Testament- 
many already fulfilled-, the promises of Christ, 
and the teachings of the Apostles, the Christian 
is assured of the sovereign control of God until 
the end of time itself. For the believer, the 
appearance of Jesus the Christ will come as the 
dramatic conclusion of the salvation already won 
through His sacrifice on the Cross. 

 

God’s Surpassing Love 

The Lord has gone out of His way to prove that 
He really loves us personally, values us and 

wants to help us with everything in our lives. Our 
Heavenly Father even cares about our problems, 
especially our sin problem, even more than we 
do. “For God so loved the world that he gave his 
one and only Son, that whoever believes in him 
shall not perish but have eternal life”, [John 
3:16], living amongst us and dying on a cross as 
a condemned criminal. A love so amazing, 
beyond comprehension, unmerited, unexpected, 
and without equal. 
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A Winning Bet to Pay? 

One of the greatest renaissance scientists, 
Blaise Pascal (1623-62), was well known for his 
conversion experience on the night of 23 
November 1654. So great was this experience of 
‘fire’ that he recorded it on a parchment, sewn 
into his jacket, which he carried with him for the 
rest of his life. He put forward a challenge, 
Pascal’s Wager, a challenge of profound and 
ultimate importance.  

Even if the evidence of design in the universe, 
the promised restoration of the Jewish people to 
Israel after 2520 years [1] [Daniel 12:11], the 
troubled status of Jerusalem today, or Jesus’ 
words are not enough to convince you of His 
purpose for you then perhaps Pascal’s argument 
may. The argument goes as follows: either God 
(Father Son and Holy Spirit) exists, or He does 
not. We have to choose one way or the other on 
this issue. If God does not exist, then we lose 
very little by believing that He does. If He does 
exist on the other hand, we stand to gain a great 
deal by believing in Him. Therefore it is sensible 
to wager that He does exist, and to behave 
appropriately. As Pascal put it: “I should be much 
more afraid of being mistaken and then finding 
out that Christianity is true than of being 
mistaken in believing it to be true.” However, it is 
not the knowledge of God’s existence that will 
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save you, but who you know. It is knowing Jesus 
and His sacrifice for us that saves us, and Him 
alone. Jesus himself said “I tell you the truth, no-
one can see the Kingdom of God unless he is 
born again.” [John 3:3] 
 

[1] Liberation took place in the Arab year 1335, 

Christmas Day 1917, under British General Allenby 
whose name translates as ‘God is Great’. 

Who Pays? 

A most remarkable story was revealed recently 
in the meaning of the names of Adam through to 
Noah, in both Cain’s line and of his brother Seth 
[Genesis 4 and 5]. If both their lines’ meanings 
are written out and rendered into sentences we 
see the following: 
 

“The God-Man will be brought forth (into this sin-
cursed world) who will instruct unruly men. This 
man of God will be smitten to death, but his 
death will be in the will of God. People will give 

up hope as grief overwhelms them”, and in 
Seth’s line: 

“But, the God-Man is appointed to save, this man 
of sorrow. The Glory of God shall come down 
from heaven teaching men that by means of His 
death He shall comfort those who mourn.” 
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And so you have it, in the names of Adam to 
Noah, a brief summary of the New Testament 
message- the Gospel of Jesus Christ- written in 
the names of Adam through to Noah 
[www.khouse.org/articles/1996/44/]. For Jesus is himself 
the God-Man who came down to earth to teach. 
“A man of sorrows and acquainted with grief” 
[Isaiah 53:3]. His sacrificial death on the cross 
washed away the sins of despairing man, and 
gave them comfort and rest, “Come to me, all 
you who are weary and burdened, and I will give 
you rest” [Matthew 11:28]. 
 

A Paid Ticket- A Way Out 

And so we as mankind are offered a way out of 
the consequences of Adam’s rebellion, fall and 
condemnation, through Jesus Christ. God’s 
eternal plan, which meets our need for salvation, 
is Jesus Christ, the ONLY WAY to acceptance 
and wholeness. That by believing in this 
PERSON and HIS NAME ONLY we might have 

eternal life,  like a guilty man released 
unexpectedly from prison, pardoned for his 
crime, by the sentence of another who had paid 
the price in full.  

 

“He forgave us all our sins, having cancelled the 
written code, with its regulations, that was 
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against us and that stood opposed to us; he took 
it away, nailing it to the cross.” [Colossians 2:13-
14].  
 

In the days Paul wrote this an itemised bond was 
nailed to the prison door. It listed every crime for 
which a prisoner had been convicted. When the 
sentence was served or restitution paid, 
authorities removed the list and wrote, “Paid in 
full” on it. The prisoner kept this as proof that he 
could never be tried for his crimes again. The 
believer who trusts Jesus’ payment for sin can 
never be tried again. His sins are “Paid in full”. 
He has full pardon from God. 

 

The Way to Salvation 

If for the first time the Father has opened your 
eyes by His Spirit to see that Jesus Christ is 
alive and that He is who He says He is, then by 
His grace, and His grace alone- not by your 
achievements ever- you are ready to receive the 
righteousness from God which He offers freely to 
all those who will believe in His name. “Abraham 
believed God, and it was credited to him as 
righteousness,” [Hebrews 4:3 and Genesis 15:6], 
offering a grace which is undeserved. Anyone 

who has seen the recent production of Les 
Misérables by Victor Hugo should understand 
the gift of grace. A minor criminal, Jean Valjean, 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=Les+miserables&source=web&cd=6&cad=rja&ved=0CIEBEBYwBQ&url=http%3A%2F%2Fen.wikipedia.org%2Fwiki%2FLes_Mis%25C3%25A9rables&ei=-ugsUbrUEcPXswaSuYCIBg&usg=AFQjCNHBsi6jiLHthmy2JFRJhCfuz6BVQw
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is arrested for stealing from a priest whose loving 
Christ like pardon sets Valjean on course to live 
a transformed life whilst the same grace is 
refused by Jean’s pursuer, Inspector Javert, who 
is quite unable to understand let alone accept 
grace -to his eventual downfall. 
 

What to Do? 

We have been separated from God’s love by 

something the Bible calls sin. Sin destroys 
relationship with friends, family and with God. 
The Bible says that sin ultimately brings death 
[Romans 6:23]. We’ve all sinned and deserve to 
die. But God, who is full of mercy, loved you so 
much that He sent Jesus to come and die in your 
place. Jesus died that we might have eternal life. 
[1 John 4:9-10]. God has done everything He 
can to demonstrate just how important you are to 
Him. All you need to do is accept you’ve sinned, 
ask for God’s forgiveness and decide to live the 
rest of your life only for Him.  
 

The choice is yours [1 John 1:9]. 
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Invitation to become a 

Christian 
 

Many of the problems which affect us as 
individuals, and which in turn affect this world and 
other people, spring from the human heart: 
hatred, jealousy, lies, adultery, murder, lust and 
disobedience- and much more besides- the bible 
sums it up in one word- SIN. 

 

SIN has affected us all. No one has been, is, or 
will be any different. It is the result of each one of 
us going our own separate way, and not God’s 
way. If we are to have peace with God in our 
hearts, this sin must first be removed from our 
hearts. 

 

Jesus came to earth for this very reason, “he has 
appeared once for all at the culmination of the 
ages to do away with sin by the sacrifice of 
himself.” Hebrews 9:26. This He did at the Cross 
of Calvary, by dying for our sins in our place, and 
shedding His own precious blood, satisfying 
God’s holiness, and making eternal peace with 
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the Father on our behalf. The resurrection of 
Jesus is the declaration of God that this is true.  

 

God’s desire is that YOU should know this peace 
in your heart and life now, and He has made the 
way, the only way, available to you. Jesus is the 
only way to have peace with God. Turn to Him 
now. He is a real living Saviour, and He will hear 
your prayer. The declaration of Commitment on 
the next page may help you. Tell Him that you are 
a sinner and ask for His forgiveness. Receive Him 
now as your personal Saviour and Lord, and He 
will fill your heart with peace and joy. “Therefore, 
since we have been justified through faith, we 

have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, through whom we have gained access by 
faith into this grace in which we now stand.” 
Romans 5:1-2. 

 

“In the past God overlooked such ignorance, but he commands 

all people everywhere to repent. For he has set a day when he 

will huge the world with justice by the man he has appointed. 

He has given proof of this to all men by raising him from the 

dead.”  

Acts 17:30-32 
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Commitment 
Father God, 

I                         thank you for sending Jesus to die for 

me, 

I turn from my wrong actions this day, and commit 

my life to You. 

I thank You for giving me new life through Your 

Holy Spirit, and help me to grasp how much you love 

me.                                  

 

If you can 

Find a church where the Father is glorified, a 
bible based and Spirit filled church where people 

care and accept one another, where the Law of 
Love is manifest and not the love of law. Share 
the Good News of this New Life with others. 
Trust that God will be glorified in your 
weaknesses as you grow in your love of Him. 
 

May the Lord Bless you in this New Life! 

If you have any questions don’t hesitate to get in touch with 

any of the contributors to this book or myself. 
chris.lavers@live.co.uk 

 

mailto:chris.lavers@live.co.uk
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