
Teacher’s Version. 
 

By Maria Zabala  Peña Pàgina 1 
 

Video Task: Describing Art: Sculpture.  Egyptian Head of a Queen 

18th Dynasty- 1353- 1336 BC 

Video Length: 3 m 40 

Source of materials: http://mariavocationaltraining.blogspot.com.es/2012/02/describing-art-

sculpture.html 

Video source: http://youtu.be/YIQuPg5cDIs 

Sister Wendy was born in South Africa. She's been  a nun since 1946 and  renowned  art critic 

for many years.  She became popular after she made her first appearance on a BBC 

documentary on the National Gallery. If you want to know more about Sister Wendy,  go to 

her Webpage to view her other programs and enjoy art as much as she does. 

This is the link to Sister Wendy’s webpage: http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/sisterwendy/meet/index.html 

Watch the video and answer the questions below. 

1. Are these sentences True or False? 

a. The 5 blocks of the Museum of Modern Art (MET)  house over 2, 000 works of  art.  

False 2, 000,000. The Met occupies 4  city blocks.   

b. The museum covers 5,000 years of history and art. True, although she does not say “art”    

c. Sister Wendy feels a pang of pain because she can only choose 1 of the works in the collection. 

True  

d. The Egyptian Gallery is a reconstructed church given to America by the Government. False. It is 

a reconstruction of a temple. Churches are only Christian. It was a present  from the Egyptian 

Government. 

e. The head is carved out of yellow jasper. True  

f. The genius who carved the head is well-known.  False. He/she  is unknown  

g. The genius lived above the second millennium A.D.  False. BC 

h. Sister Wendy thinks the queen was not a real person.  True. This might be an ideal head. The 

perfect ideal wife for the sculpture’s  divine pharaoh.   

i. Precisely because the head  is mutilated  we can admire the contrast between the polished 

and unpolished jasper. True. This is both a blessing and sad at the same time.  

2. Complete  the sentence or  answer the question  

a. According to Sister Wendy, there are some works of art that are so purely beautiful that all you 

want to do is just to look at them (it) in silence 

b. Jasper is a type of  stone. It is one of the hardest stones known to us. 

c. How do you pronounce the word Pharaoh ?/feɪ.roʊ/ or /fɛ.roʊ/[1])  (minute 2.10-2:12)  

d. Many contemporary artist break things, mutilate them. In Sister Wendy’s opinion they  do it 

because:  this way they feel in control, it takes away the  fear  of the unreality of perfection.  

e. What part of a head does the polished jasper show? the chin and full lips of the queen  
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