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Video: NOTRE DAME DE PARIS ( Length 10minutes  24 seconds)  

ORIGINAL SOURCE:  youtube 1 

 All materials downloadable at:  

http://mariavocationaltraining.blogspot.com/2012/02/describing-art-architecture-notre-

dame.html 

KEY to Tasks  + Script  

World Site Guides: Notre Dame de Paris 

Key to Tasks  

Task 1:  Listen to the  whole World Site Guide Video about Notre Dame de Paris.  

Think of a title for the different sections of the video. The images you see on the screen will help 

you to decide on a title for each section.  

Task 1: Possible answers 

1. Minute 00:00 Introduction to Notre Dame de Paris/ Background Information/Dates and Style   

2. Minute 1:51: Constructions Dates/ The Patrons of the Cathedral/ Construction, Destruction and 

Reconstruction 

3. Minute 04:22: The Bells / The Bell Tower 

4. Minute 05:05: The Outside  

5. Minute 05:23: The Main Gate  

6. Minute 06:06: The Right Gate   

7. Minute 06:20: The Left Gate  

8. Minute 07:07 : Views from the Top/ Going Up/ The Chimeras and the Gargoyles   

9. Minute 08:05: The Inside/ The Stained Windows/ The Windows/ The Glasswork/  

10. Minute 08:46: The Surrounding Area/ The Statue of Charlemagne/ Charles the Great 

11. Minute 09:34 : Point Zero/The Official Center of Paris  

 

Task 2. Tasks for minute 00: 00 to  minute 04:22 

Task 2. A)  Vocabulary minute 00: 00 to  minute 04:22. 

Task 2.A.1)  Match the words in A) with their corresponding Picture or Definition in B)  
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TASK 2. B) Now listen to section  00: 00 to  minute 04:22 and answer the questions below.  

Read the questions before listening. 

1. Notre Dame means…   OUR LADY  

2. The planning of Notre Dame  started in…1160.  

3. What occupied the land where Notre Dame stands today? A church  and some houses 

4. The construction started in…11 63 

5. Who laid the foundation stone?  Maurice de Sully or Pope Alexander III 

6. Where is the main entrance? The western side  

7. How to you pronounce the word choir?  /ˈkwʌɪə(r)/ 

8. What happened…? 

Between 1163 and  1177? Construction of the choir  

In 1182?  New high altar was finished  

      In 1345?  Building itself was entirely completed 

9. How long did it take to finish the cathedral?  It took almost 180 years  to complete 

10.  Why were the kings in the gallery beheaded during the French Revolution?  These 

statues were attacked and beheaded as they were seen as symbols of the Royal tyranny 

11. When was the spire  built?  During the 19th century 

 

A) WORDS  B) PICTURE OR DEFINITIONS 

1. Masterpiece  H 
2. Bishop  E 
3. Foundation stone G 
4. To demolish I 
5. Pope C 
6. Bell towers d 
7. Choir A 

/ˈkwʌɪə(r)/ 
8. To plunder F 
9.  Spire  B 
10.  Behead J 

 
a.  

d. 

g. A stone laid with 
ceremony to 
celebrate the 
beginning of the 
construction of a 
building. 

b. e. 

h. An artist's best 
piece of work. 

i. knock down a 
building. 

c. 

f. Steal goods from, 
(typically using force 
and in a time of war 
or civil disorder. 

j. Cut off the head of 
sb., typically as a 
form of execution. 
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TASK 3.  Tasks for  minute 04:22 to  0 7:07 

TASK 3. A) Vocabulary for minute 04:22 to  07:07 

Before listening to minute 04:22 to  07:07, carry out these vocabulary tasks. 

3. A.1)  Match the words in column A) with their corresponding pictures or definitions in 

column B)  

A) Words B) Pictures and Definitions  

 

1. Gargoyles J 

2. Lord G 

3. Tilt C 

4. Scale A 

5. Devil B 

6. Gate E 

7. Phylacteries k 

8. Deathbed I 

9. Apostles D 

10. Shroud F 

11.  Ton H 

12. Deed M 

13. Bless L 

a. 

b. 

c. Inclination of something to 

the left or to the right. 

d. The twelve 

chief disciples of 

Jesus Christ. 

e. 

f. A  white piece of cloth in 

which a dead person is 

wrapped for burial. 

 

g.

 

h. A unit of weight 

equal to 2,000 

pounds. 

i. The bed where someone is 

dying or has died. 

j.  

k. A small leather box containing Hebrew texts on 

vellum, worn by Jewish men at morning prayer as 

a reminder to keep the law. 

l. Pronounce words in a religious rite to confer or 

invoke divine favor upon sth. or sb. 

m. Conscious or intentional action. 

 

3.A.2)  Do you know who these biblical characters are? 

Saint Ann… was the mother of  Virgin Mary and grandmother of Jesus Christ according to 

Christian and Islamic tradition 

 Joachim..  is the husband of Saint Ann 

 Mary… refers to the virgin Mary, mother of Christ  

Joseph..  refers to the carpenter who was Mary’s husband  
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3.A.3) Can you name some Major Christian Holidays?  

Possible answers:  

 Lent- When: Begins 40 days before Easter When: Sunday before Easter  Observance: 

Jesus' entry into Jerusalem 

 Maundy Thursday,   When: Thursday before Easter Observance: The Last Supper of 

Jesus (JUEVES SANTO in Spanish). Origin of word: from L. mandatum ‘mandate, 

commandment’, from mandatum novum ‘new commandment’ (see John 13:34). 

 Good Friday, When: Friday before Easter,  Observance: Crucifixion of Jesus on the 

cross (VIERNES SANTO) 

 Easter, When: First Sunday after the first full moon after March 21, Observance: 

Resurrection of Jesus Christ 

 Pentecost,  When: 40 days after Easter, Observance: Coming of the Holy Spirit 

 Advent, When: Period marked by the four Sundays before Christmas, Observance: 

Preparation for Christmas and Christ's Second Coming 

 Christmas, When: December 25, Observance: Birth of Jesus Christ 

 

3.B) Now you are ready to listen to section 04:22 to  0 7:07.  

Read these questions before listening.  

1. How many bells are there in the bell tower? 5 

2. What or who is Emmanuel?  The big bell and it weighs 13 tons 

3. When does Emmanuel “work”? It rings at  Christmas, Easter and All Saints Day and other major 

events and holidays  

4. The main gate portrays the last judgment.  The angel and the devil have scale. What does this 

scale symbolize?    The good deeds and the bad deeds people have done through their lives. The 

tilt  (inclination) of the scale decides  if  people end up in heaven or in hell. The people on the left  

are happy and look towards the sky and  the people on the right  are sad-looking as they have to 

follow the devil.  

5. What  3 stories  are represented on  the gate of Saint Ann? 

. Marriage of Joachim and Ann  

. Marriage of Mary and Joseph  
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. The birth of Christ (scenes from Christ  arrival on earth) 

6.  The left gate is named the Portal of the Virgin. What biblical characters can we see 

represented on this gate?  

Three prophets on the left,  three old testament kings on the right ,  the 12 apostles, Mary on her 

deathbed   and Mary in heaven, Jesus blessing Mary . 

 

Task 4. Tasks for  minute 07:07  till end of video   

4. A) Vocabulary  

TASK 4. A) Vocabulary for minute  07:07  till end of video.   

Before listening to minute 07:00 till end, carry out these vocabulary tasks. 

4. A.1)  Match the words in column A) with their corresponding pictures or definitions in 

column B).  

A) Words  B) Pictures or definitions 

1. Chimeras G 
2. Stained glass B 
3.Rose windows E 
4. Charles the Great A 
 5 and 6. Drainpipes d 
and C 
7. Pavement F 
 
 

a. This man  was the 8th century 
French King. 

 
e. 

b.     Colored glass used to form 
decorative or pictorial designs. 

c.  
f. The hard surface of a 
road or street. 

d.   A pipe for carrying off rainwater or 
liquid refuse from a building. 

g.   A fire-breathing 
female monster with a 
lion's head, a goat's body, 
and a serpent's tail. 

 

4.B) Now you are ready to listen to section 07:07 till end.  

Read these questions before listening.  

1. What are the purposes of the chimeras and the gargoyles?   Chimeras are decorative 

while gargoyles are drainpipes.  Refuse waters/rain waters come out of their mouths. 

Gargoyles also protect the cathedral  from the evil spirit. 

2. When were the chimeras added to the towers?  They were added later, during the 19th 

century restoration. 
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3. What is the purpose of the stained glass windows? The  video says the aim is  to tell a 

story, the same as a cartoon. Other purposes (not mentioned) are to allow daylight to 

enter the cathedral and to embellish the inside.  

4. The three rose windows  date back to…? XIIIth century  

5. Where can we see the statue of Charles the Great? What does its inscription say?  

To the right of the cathedral’s front. 

Charlemagne et ses levdes", meaning “Charlemagne and his noble servants” 

6. What is the name of the circular marking  you can find in the pavement in front of the 

cathedral?  What is it for?  

Point Zero  

All distances are  traditionally measured from this point  

It is the  official center of the city of Paris 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Script follows 
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SCRIPT 

ANSWERS TO EXERCICES  ABOVE ARE BOLD 

 

Minute 00 _____________________________ 

You are standing at Notre Dame de Paris, the famous French cathedral. Notre dame de Paris is 

widely considered one of the finest examples in the world of Frech  gothic arquitecture  and by 

looking at the cathedral I think you’ll understand why. The name, Notre Dame, is something 

not specific to this grand cathedral. The phrase means “our lady”, which is a direct reference 

to the virgin Mary and is widely used all over France as a name for churches and cathedrals. 

Even though  the full name of this masterpiece is Notre Dame de Paris, many people just refer 

to it  as the Notre Dame. The planning of a grand cathedral in Paris began in eleven sixty 

(1160). It was the newly appointed bishop in  Paris Maurice de Sully who ordered the 

construction of the new cathedral. In order to make place for it,  the bishop had the old church 

demolished, together with several other houses. A new road  was also constructed in order to 

bring materials to the construction site.  Construction of the  cathedral itself began in eleven 

sixty three  (11 63) when either Maurice de Sully or Pope Alexander III laid the foundation 

stone. Who actually laid it is still under debate.  But it is documented that both the bishop  and 

the Pope were  attending the ceremony  in question.  

Minute 1:51  _______________________________ 

The cathedral consists of two parts: The western side is the main entrance with the two bell 
towers, while the eastern side is the main hall and choir /ˈkwī(e)r/. During the construction,  
focused  on building the eastern part first, that way the cathedral could still be utilized by 
putting up a temporary western wall while the rest of the western part  was being built. 
Construction of the choir took place between eleven sixty three (1163) and  eleven seventy 
seven (11 77)  and the new high altar was finished in eleven eighty two (1182). Maurice de 
Sully never got to see the cathedral completed  as he died in eleven ninety six  (1196). His 
successor   Eudes de Sully  continued the work and began construction of the western 
entrance before his own death in  1208.  The western entrance was completed when the south 
tower was completed when the south tower was finished in 1250 but the building itself was 
not entirely completed until 1345 as details were added and changed  for the last hundred 
years. Thus in total this masterpiece took almost 180 years  to complete.  In 1793 the 
cathedral was damaged during the French Revolution.  Many sculptures and treasures were 
plundered or destroyed; one example of this is the gallery of kings. This is a row of 28 statues 
representing 28 generations of kings of Judah, which can be seen just above the main gate.   
However after the installation of the kings in the XIIIth century, they quickly became familiar 
representations of the kings of France and from 1284 and onwards they were presented this 
way. During the trouble time of the revolution, these statues were attacked and beheaded as 
they were seen as symbols of the Royal tyranny.  They were later restored when the church 
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underwent restoration work during the 19th century.  The restoration lasted for 23 years and 
it was during this period that the spire which you can see today was erected.   

 

Minute 04:22 ____________________________________ 

Today the cathedral houses a total of 5 bells in the bell towers. One grand bell and 5 smaller. 

By smaller I mean that they weight between two and three tons. So they are only small when 

you compare them to the big bell.  The big bell is known as Emmanuel and it weighs 13 tons.  

It is located in the south tower and it is rung for major holidays such as Christmas, Easter and 

All Saints Day and other important events. The smaller bells ring every hour to indicate the 

time.   

 

Minute 05:05 __________________________________ 

Notre dame de Paris truly has an amazing outside, decorated with hundreds of gargoyles and 

statues each  telling their own story. Especially interesting to many is the gate which story I will 

give you now.  

Minute 05:23 ________________________________ 

The main gate you can see in the middle portrays the meeting  with the lord in the last 

judgment. You will also see  an angel  and the devil  with a scale in between. This symbolizes 

the good deeds and the bad deeds people have done through their lives.  And the tilt of the 

scale decides where the people end up, in either heaven or hell.  If you look closely you will 

see how the people on the left side of the scale happily look upwards towards the sky, 

whereas the people on the right side  are sad-looking as they have to follow the devil.  

Minute 06:06 _________________________________ 

The right gate, known as the Portal of Saint Ann displays the story of the marriage of Joachim 

and Ann and the Marriage of Mary and Joseph, as well as scenes from Christ  arrival on earth.   

Minute 06:20___________________________________ 

The left gate is known as the Portal of the Virgin. Above the door you will see the three 

prophets on the left and three old testament kings on the right, holding phylacteries, showing 

the god’s promise has been fulfilled. Jesus has come to serve humanity. Above that, you can 

see Mary on her deathbed   surrounded by Jesus and the 12 apostles.  You can also see two 

angels lifting up a shroud and taking her to heaven.  On the top you can see Mary in heaven, 

crown the queen of heaven by an angel and being blessed by Jesus.   

 Minute 07:07 ___________________________________ 
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If you choose to  go up  in the towers, which I  can highly recommend as the view is fantastic, 

you’ll get take a closer look at the gargoyles and the chimeras. While the statues have a 

decorative purpose,  they also have a practical purpose as some of them are used as 

drainpipes.  Many of the grotesque figures have a passageway inside that carries rain water 

from the roof  and out through the gargoyles mouth. The gargoyles were also believed to 

protect the cathedral against the evil spirit. The classical chimeras you can see surrounding the 

two towers were however not in the original cathedral. They were added later, during the 19th 

century restoration.  While the outside of the Notre Dame is amazing, the inside is just as 

beautiful.  

Minute 08:05 ____________________________________ 

Inside you will find spiritual statues, magnificent paintings and breathtaking stained glass 

windows.  Many of the old church windows also tell a story. With each part of the window 

telling a part of the story, almost like a modern cartoon. Most breathtaking are the three rose 

windows, which all date back to the XIIIth century, although they have received some 

restoration work during the years.  The windows you can see today are very much true to 

what the windows looked like  in the XIIIth century, quite amazing.   

Minute 08:46___________________________________ 

Even though the cathedral is the obvious point of focus, there are some surrounding places  

and monuments that are worth noting. If you look at the cathedral’s front you will see a large 

statue to your right . The inscription reads: "Charlemagne et ses levdes", meaning 

“Charlemagne and  his noble servants”.  Charlemagne also known as Charles the Great. He 

was a great French King during the 8th century, who helped define Western Europe we know 

today through his conquering. The statue is not as old as Notre dame itself  as the statue was 

created in eighteen eighty six (1886) by Louis and Charles Rochet. 

Minute 09:34 _______________________________ 

 Another interesting detail can be found in the pavement, in front of the cathedral .If you look 

around  you should see a circular marking. Point Zero ,  les routes de France  meaning Point 

Zero, the roads of France. This is the location where all distances are  traditionally measured. 

Many countries have the so called kilometro zero  point and France’s point happens to be right 

here. The marking is also considered to be the official center of the city of Paris.  

 


