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Bill of Lading Glossary obtained from VICS VOLUNTARY GUIDELINES  
FOR THE  BILL OF LADING available at: http://www.vics.org/guidelines/bol/ 
 
ATA 
The American Trucking Association is a federation of associations, councils and 
conferences that represent the interests of the trucking industry; to influence Federal and 
State governmental actions; to advance the trucking industry’s image, efficiency, 
competitiveness and profitability; to provide educational programs and industry 
research; and to promote highway and driver safety.  ATA owns the copyrights to the 
Uniform Straight Bill of Lading as found in the NMFC. 
 
Bill of Lading 
The document and/or contract used to record and transfer detail information pertaining 
to a unique shipment. 
 
Bill of Lading Number 
The unique number assigned by the shipper in creating the Bill of Lading, which 
identifies the unique shipment (See Section III of this guideline). 
 
Carton Packing List 
A list of the products being shipped within the carton or container.  Used primarily for 
pick and pack shipments for receipt processing at the retail store location.  The purpose 
is for communication to the final receiving destination to identify carton contents.  The 
carton packing list commonly includes the total number of units per stock keeping unit 
(SKU).  This information is not to be included on the Bill of Lading and is not intended 
as a carrier document. 
 
CID Number 
Consignee Identification Number; a unique internal number assigned by the consignee 
for their own purposes.  Must not be the Bill of Lading number or the Pro number.  
Examples are appointment numbers and authorization numbers. 
 
Class 
A rating assigned to products based on their value and shipping characteristics, i.e. 
density and how the freight is packaged. 
 
Collect 
The consignee pays for the freight costs from the shipper’s door to their door. 
 
COD 
Cash on Delivery: refers to the payment for the goods being shipped.  If this section of 
the BOL is filled in, the carrier cannot deliver the goods until payment for the goods has 
been received. 
Customer Order Number 
The number used by the customer to identify the purchase of the goods.  
 
Declared Value 
Documents the dollar value of the goods being shipped.  Full value rates are applied. 
Only necessary when the value of goods exceeds the carrier’s defined shipment value or 
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the shipper requests the carrier to purchase additional insurance to cover the value of the 
shipment.  The carrier is responsible for the full liability if declared on the Bill of 
Lading. 
 
Delivery Manifest 
A carrier generated manifest that is a summary of LTL final destination shipments to a 
consignee.  The delivery manifest may include the manifest control number, trailer 
number, PRO numbers, Hazardous Material indicator, purchase order numbers, weight 
and carton count. 
 
DOT 
The abbreviation for the U.S. Department Of Transportation. 
 
EAN 
The European Articles Numbering Organization. EAN is the equivalent of the UCC 
outside of North America (USA, Canada, Mexico). EAN works in cooperation with the 
UCC administrators and the EAN.UCC system.  The EAN.UCC system consists of 
product and serialized identification codes, Application Identifiers and associated 
Symbology. 
 
EAN.UCC Company Prefix  
Part of the international EAN.UCC Data Structures consisting of an EAN.UCC Prefix 
and Company Number, both of which are allocated by either the UCC or an EAN 
International Member Organization. 
 
EDI 204 Motor Carrier Load Tender 
The Motor Carrier Load Tender is initiated by the shipper to a Truckload carrier.  The 
carrier responds to a load tender using the EDI 990 (Response to Load Tender).  The 
204 is used to convey Bill of Lading and Customer Order information and may be used 
to tender loads from multiple origins to multiple destinations. 
 
EDI 211 Motor Carrier Bill of Lading 
The Motor Carrier Bill of Lading is initiated by the shipper to a carrier as an electronic 
Bill of Lading.  It is used to convey Bill of Lading and Customer Order information, but 
is not to be used as a load tender, legal Bill of Lading, pickup notification or 
appointment schedule. 
 
EDI 214 Carrier Shipment Status 
The carrier sends the Carrier Shipment Status notice to the consignee and possibly to 
the shipper.  The 214 includes the Bill of Lading information as well as the pickup date, 
ETA and schedule time at the consignee’s facility.   
 
EDI 215 Motor Carrier Pickup Manifest 
The Motor Carrier Pickup Manifest is initiated by the shipper to a small package carrier.  
The 
215 provides the carrier a manifest of all shipments tendered to that carrier for a single 
day’s 
activity from a single shipping location.  The 215 can be used to convey a Bill of 
Lading 
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Number, Customer Order number, shipper bar code and/or carrier bar code to the carrier 
for each shipment.   
 
EDI 856 Ship Notice Manifest 
The shipper sends the Ship Notice Manifest to the consignee.  The 856 is an electronic 
packing list that details the specific shipment attributes.  It also includes the shipping 
container numbers that have been bar coded and applied to the cartons and/or pallets.  
The key common data elements between the EDI 214 and the EDI 856 are the Bill of 
Lading number, the customer order number, and the “ship to” location number. 
 
FOB 
Free On Board: The point at which the title of the goods passes from the shipper (seller) 
to the consignee (buyer). 
 
Handling Unit 
The shipping unit level handled by the carrier when loaded on the trailer.  For example, 
when cartons are unitized onto a pallet, the handling unit is the pallet.  When cartons are 
tendered loose, i.e. not unitized, the handling unit is the carton. 
 
LTL 
The abbreviation for Less Than Truckload ground transport within the U.S.  
 
Master Bill 
A Bill of Lading used to summarize multiple Bills of Lading (commonly called 
underlying Bills of Lading), which represent one shipment.  The Master Bill of Lading 
number shall be documented in the Special Instructions section of each underlying Bill 
of Lading. 
 
NMFC 
The National Motor Freight Classification.  The publication produced by the NMFTA 
that classifies all commodity types and establishes level of rates for a shipment.  LTL 
Carriers that are members of the NMFTA subscribe to the NMFC and follow the 
commodity classifications. 
 
NMFC Number 
The National Motor Freight Classification item number.  The NMFC number is 
assigned by commodity type and is used by participating LTL carriers to determine the 
level of rates for a shipment. 
 
NMFTA 
The National Motor Freight Traffic Association.  The NMFTA is responsible for 
maintaining the NMFC and documenting carrier SCAC codes.  See the “SCAC code” 
definition for information about obtaining a SCAC code or a copy of the list of all 
SCAC codes.  
 
Pallet/Slip 
Pallets or Slips refers to the common types of unitizing cartons on a shipment. 
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Prepaid 
The shipper pays for the freight costs from origin to the consignee’s dock. 
 
Pro Number 
A unique number assigned by the carrier to identify a specific shipment. 
 
Package 
The lowest level of shipping unit of an item. The packages may be unitized into a 
handling unit for shipment, e.g. pallet, slip. 
 
Released Value 
Value of a shipment set by the shipper, which establishes maximum liability of the 
carrier. 
Usually results in lower freight rates. 
 
SCAC 
Standard Carrier Alpha Code.  A four-letter alpha code uniquely identifying a carrier. 
Carrier SCAC codes are assigned and maintained by the National Motor Freight Traffic 
Association (NMFTA).  To obtain a SCAC code or the list of all carrier SCAC’s, 
contact the NMFTA at 703-838-1868. 
Shipment 
The movement of freight from one origin point to one destination point. 
 
Shipment Packing List 
A summary by customer order of the number of pieces per stock keeping unit (SKU) 
and associated carton count on the shipment.  The purpose is for communication to the 
final receiving destination to be used for receipt check-in of cartons and/or units to the 
customer order. Not used for cross-dock shipments.  This information is not to be 
included on the Bill of Lading.  
 
Shipping Manifest 
The Shipping Manifest is a document generated by the shipper for a customer pertaining 
to store shipments that are shipped to a customer specified intermediate location (i.e., 
distribution center, consolidator) with the individual cartons marked for specific store 
locations.  This is commonly referred to as Ship To / Marked For Cross Dock 
shipments.  The manifest contains store level detail that typically includes store location 
numbers, store addresses, customer order numbers, number of cartons per order per 
store and weight/cube totals.  See Appendix E for recommended format and examples 
of use with the VICS BOL.   
 
SID # 
Shipper Identification Number, a unique internal number assigned by the shipper for 
their purposes.  Must not be the Bill of Lading number or the Pro number.  
Examples of uses are as an invoice number, supplier code or location code.  
 
Third Party 
The freight charges for a shipment are paid a party other than the shipper or consignee. 
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TL 
The abbreviation for Truck Load ground transport within the U.S. 
 
UCC 
The Uniform Code Council, Inc., which in cooperation with EAN administers the 
EAN.UCC system.  The EAN.UCC system consists of product and serialized 
identification codes, Application Identifiers, and associated symbologies. 
 
VICS 
Voluntary Inter-Industry Commerce Standards Association.  VICS establishes cross-
industry standards that simplify the flow of product and information in the general 
merchandise retail industry for retailers and suppliers.  VICS is made up of executives 
whose efforts are directed at projects that will improve the timely and accurate flow of 
product and information between companies. 
. 


