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This newsletter is under construction and always will be under construction; suggestions and ideas are wel-

come.  This editor is looking for pictures for the newsletter.  Also needed are quotes or sayings used for space 

fillers.  The next deadline for the newsletter is the twentieth (20th) of each month.  You can get a hardcopy 

of the newsletter from the office. 

Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Wyoming Val-
ley 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 2608 – Wilkes-Barre, PA 
18703-2608 

Telephone: (570) 696-3949 
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Presidential Ponderings – March 
 Andita Parker-Lloyd 

Will  you  marry-----  me?… 
“A hundred and five is the number that comes to 

my head 
When I think of all the years I wanna be with you 
Wake up every Sunday morning with you in my 

head 
That's precisely what I plan to do…” 

 
.K. I am not crazy and I am 
not really in need of a hus-
band or wife at this time but 

the concept of marriage is tied so 
intricately with commitment that I 
had to use this song. The congrega-
tion is gearing up for our steward-
ship campaign to reach our goals for 
the upcoming year and I need you to 
bind yourself to this congregation in 
a more permanent way this year. No, 
I don’t want you to tie yourself to 
the building but I want you to find 
those things that keep you coming 
back to the UUCWV. The things I 
want you to think about are the 
things that make it easy to say “I 
Do”. The things I think about are our spiritual home 
which is a constant place of growth with your the-
ology if you open your mind. I think of our caring 
for each other when we are better or worse, which 
happens to each and every one of us at one point 
in our journey with this congregation. I ponder 
when we are richer or poorer since that seems to 
challenge us to hold up different work ethics to get 
the bills paid. I contemplate when we are here in 
sickness and in health for each other, that com-
munity surrounding you at these times have 
brought more than one of us back to health. When 
we are healthy we want to make sure we love and 
cherish each other. This is not a romantic concept 
but a transcendent one. I know you might not want 
to reflect on this but for many of us the UUWCV 
will be with us until death do us part.” These are 
all of the magnificent thoughts that come to me 
about the congregation.  

 
 What this commitment also means is that 
you cannot be like Jason Derulo and sing “And you 
know one of these days when I get my money 
right…” as we are asking for the “Benjamin’s” right 
now. Jason did not have the right idea because as 
some of us who have many life experiences under-
stand --time does not stand still. You can keep 
waiting for your money to be right to have a baby, 
to commit to your partner, to go overseas but we 

are not guaranteed tomorrow! I 
won’t fret to commit more this 
year to UUCWV than I did last year 
because I am seeking to be a vi-
sionary member (according to the 
UUA guidelines of giving) of this 
congregation in the future. I want 
that because I want future Unitari-
an Universalists that happen to be 
in Northeastern PA to find our con-
gregation and make it their spiritu-
al home even after you have buried 
me, my children and my great-
grandchildren. So I challenge you to 
tie the knot or jump the broom but 
as Nike says it best—“Just Do It!”  

 
Leadership Development - 
Becca Boerger 

his is a busy time for leadership develop-

ment at UUCWV.  Please read further for 

news about a proposed bylaws change, our 

search for new leaders, and the volunteer recogni-

tion service on March 30. 

As you may have read in previous articles and re-

ports from the Leadership Development Commit-

tee, UUCWV has been having trouble filling leader-

ship positions because we simply have too many 

spots to fill for a congregation of our size.  The Long 

Range Planning team recognizes that we will need 

to re-work our leadership structure in any plan we 

produce, but we also need to make changes that 

will enable us to fill necessary leadership positions 

O 

T 

Sunday, March 2, 2014 is 

Stewardship Sunday. 

Stewardship and Spaghetti! 

Make plans to attend service 

on March 2, Stewardship 

Sunday. The delightful 

Ranwa Hammamy will be 

our guest speaker for the 

sermon and afterwards, enjoy 

a spaghetti dinner and group 

conversations hosted by the 

2014-15 Stewardship Chairs, 

Beth and Jim Doherty. Con-

tact Beth at 561-351-7428 or 

elizabethdoherty@kings.edu 

to learn how you can become 

involved. 
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now.  Therefore, the Leadership Development 

Committee is proposing to amend the congrega-

tion’s bylaws, moving from a Board of Trustees 

composed of 9 to 13 members, to a smaller Board 

of only seven members:  the four Board officers, 

who will be elected to two-year terms, and three 

other members, who will be 

elected to staggered three-year 

terms.  If a member of the Board 

resigns, the Board will select a 

short-term replacement to serve 

through the end of the fiscal year, 

after which the congregation will 

elect someone to complete the 

original three-year term.  In this 

way, we will maintain the original 

schedule of Board elections. 

Therefore, be it resolved that: 

The Bylaws of the Unitarian Uni-

versalist Congregation of Wyo-

ming Valley be amended to  

Delete current Article VI, Section 1, Section 2, Sec-

tion 7, and Section 8, which read: 

Section 1 At a meeting to approve these by-

laws, nine members of the congre-

gation shall be elected to serve on 

the Board of Trustees.  By drawing 

numbers, three to serve three-year 

terms, three to serve two-year 

terms, and three to serve one-year 

terms. 

Section 2 Thereafter, three members of the 

board shall be elected at each annu-

al meeting. 

Section 7  The congregation shall elect a board 

president, vice president, secretary 

and treasurer at the annual meeting.  

The term of office of each officer is 

one year and shall run concurrent 

with the fiscal year.  The elected of-

ficers shall serve as members of the 

Board of Trustees.  The Board of 

Trustees must have at least nine 

members and shall have no more 

than thirteen members. 

Section 8  The Board of Trustees 

shall elect a member of the congre-

gation to fill any vacancy of the of-

ficers or the Board of Trustees that 

occurs after the Annual Meeting.  

Anyone elected by the Board of 

Trustees to fill such a vacancy shall 

serve the remaining portion of the 

fiscal year. 

and replace with 

Section 1 The Board of Trustees 

shall be composed of a President, 

Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer, 

and three additional members.  The 

President, Vice-President, Secretary 

and Treasurer are each elected for a 

two-year term.  After an initial two-

year term, they may be elected to 

no more than two subsequent one-

year terms.  The remaining three 

Board members are elected for a 

three-year term, with one term end-

ing each year. 

Section 2 In the event Board members leave 

before the end of their term, the 

Board of Trustees shall elect a new 

member or officer to serve for the 

remainder of the fiscal year.  At the 

next congregational annual meeting, 

the congregation shall elect a mem-

Sundown Services 

UUCWV holds monthly 

Sundown Services on the 

second Friday of each 

month at 7PM in the Sanc-

tuary. These services are 

designed to be discussion 

based and to allow a more 

in depth exploration of top-

ics that are important to us 

as Unitarian Universalists. 

In additional they help to 

build stronger connections 

within our community. 

The Next Service is March 

14, 2014 
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ber to complete the remainder of 

that three-year term. 

Any amendment to the bylaws requires notification 

of the membership at least twenty days in advance; 

this newsletter article serves as that notice.  We 

will discuss and vote on the proposed amendment 

at our congregational meeting on March 30. 

In other Leadership Development news, we contin-

ue to work on identifying candidates for our open 

leadership positions.  All four Board officers are 

leaving their positions at the end of this year.  We 

are adopting a new process for choosing this year’s 

committee nominees.  The commit-

tee is working with current officers 

to produce job descriptions for 

each post, and we are asking all 

members of the congregation to 

think about who you would rec-

ommend to take on those roles for 

the next few years.  You can volun-

teer yourself or recommend some-

one else.  Please do think about 

who has impressed you with their 

abilities and commitment to the 

congregation, and contact Becca 

Boerger (beccaboerger@yahoo.com; 570-283-

4283) or either of the other members of the com-

mittee (Mindi Ramsey and Jeremy Connor) if you 

have information. 

And last, but not least, we are looking forward to 

the Volunteer Recognition Service on Sunday, 

March 30.  This congregation is blessed with mem-

bers who generously donate time and talent, to 

make our life together possible.  Please join us at 

this service so we can recognize YOU, as well as our 

many other volunteers.  (Please note:  the congre-

gation recognizes the volunteers in our Religious 

Education/Lifespan Faith Development Program 

during Family Sunday every year.  Those volun-

teers, and the RE/LFD program they support, are 

one of the bedrocks of this congregation.  Howev-

er, in the interest of time, we will focus on our oth-

er volunteers at the service on March 30.) 

 

Lifespan Faith  
Development (LFD)- 
Jill Wetzel, Director 

he first meeting for the multi-generational 

group studying Wisdom from the Hebrew 

Scriptures will be on Friday, March 7, at 

6:00.  We will begin with food, hear a story from 

the old testament of the Bible, and 

then break into groups for activities 

and discussion to help us grow in 

spiritual depth and understanding. 

This group is appropriate for ages 

six through adult. Please contact Jill 

Wetzel for more information: jgwet-

zel@epix.net or 570-954-1147. 

Pancake Breakfast! 

The Youth Group will be serving 

breakfast on Sunday, March 9 from 

9 to 10 to raise money for their trip 

to Boston. Suggested donation is $5 per person, or 

$10 per family. Don’t forget to set your clocks 

ahead for Daylight Savings time! 

Coming of Age mentors will meet at noon on 

March 9 to check in and discuss the COA retreat on 

May 16-17. The next LFD Committee meeting will 

be on April 13 from 12 to 1:30.  We will discuss 

Family Sunday, the summer program, and fall cur-

ricula. 

The adult curriculum Spirit in Practice will meet 

again on March 12 at the church at 7:00 p.m. New 

members are welcome to join. Contact Becca  

T 
FABRIC SCRAPS NEED 

They UUCWV Youth Group 

is working on a great project 

for the congregation, but they 

are in need of fabric scraps of 

spring colors, something 

bright and happy! Please en-

sure the scraps are at least the 

size of an 8x10 piece of pa-

per. If you have scraps to do-

nate them, please give them 

to Jo VonRue, or, if she is not 

there, please place them in the 

Youth Room. 

 

mailto:beccaboerger@yahoo.com
mailto:jgwetzel@epix.net
mailto:jgwetzel@epix.net
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Boerger for more information: becca-

boerger@yahoo.com or 570-283-4283.  

Adult OWL meets on the third Sunday of the month 

to discuss the rich and complex subject of sexuality. 

Their next meeting is March 16 at noon. 

The Coming of Age group will travel to Northum-

berland, PA on March 23 to tour the Joseph Priest-

ley Chapel, house, and museum.  They will also at-

tend the worship service and youth group meeting 

at the UU Congregation of the Susquehanna Valley 

that morning. 

April 6 will be our annual Holi Festival and potluck. 

Start looking for recipes for Indian dishes, or check 

with Helene Elko and Terry McCurdy for ideas of 

what to bring. The collection for a cause in April 

will go toward supporting Kromdihok Tangsang at 

the Margaret Barr Children’s Village in India. 

Save the date! The annual family camping trip at 

Camp Lackawanna is set for August 16-17, 2014. 

Families will spend time canoeing, picnicking, sing-

ing, and worshipping along the Susquehanna River 

in the beautiful endless mountains. Everyone is 

welcome! 

Long Range Planning  
Becca Boerger  

here is little new information from the Long 

Range Planning team (our February 13 meet-

ing had to be cancelled due to snow) but 

there’s still lots of important stuff happening.  We 

are currently working to draft a vision statement – 

or actually, three vision statements.  1) We will 

provide a vision of what our congregation would 

look like if we maintained essentially the same ac-

tivities we have now, with an emphasis on doing 

the best job we possibly can in all those endeavors; 

2) A vision of our congregation with an increased 

emphasis on social justice work and service to the 

community; and 3) A vision of our congregation 

with more attention paid to membership growth. 

After the committee produces these three visions, 

they will be distributed to all members prior to a 

congregational meeting on March 30 to discuss 

what our final vision statement should look like.  If 

you have any questions or comments before the 

meeting, please feel free to contact Becca Boerger, 

the chair of the committee 

(beccaboerger@yahoo.com; 570-283-4283); or any 

other member of the Long Range Planning team. 

Please mark the date of the congregational meet-

ing – March 30, following the service - in your cal-

endars.  This work is too important to miss! 

Membership - 
Steve Ris  

ome of you know me, but I am hoping to 

know more of you and welcome others as I 

am stepping into the leadership of the Mem-

bership Committee.  Fortunately, I am co-chairing 

the committee with Becca Boerger, who is already 

familiar to all of us as one of our strongest leaders, 

and someone with whom I am excited to be work-

ing.   

As I think back on my own memories as a visitor 

and new member of the UUCWV, I recall how there 

were certain people who seemed to embody the 

open and hospitable philosophy of Unitarian Uni-

versalism and communicate this friendliness and 

warmth to me.  To use one example, our dear de-

parted friend, George Powell       introduced him-

self to me on one of my first visits and made me 

feel like we were old friends.  I hope to be able to 

promote that generous spirit in the future.   

One way to help support a welcoming community 

would be to create a photo directory to help new-

comers match faces with names, as well as helping 

T 

S 

mailto:beccaboerger@yahoo.com
mailto:beccaboerger@yahoo.com
mailto:beccaboerger@yahoo.com
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those of us who have been around for a while but 

who are a little slow in name recognition.  This is a 

project I hope to begin soon, but until then, we can 

all help each other as well as our newer visitors by 

wearing our nametags on a regular basis.   

We are looking for others who would like to join us 

on the membership committee, so if you are some 

one who would like to share your spirit of open-

ness and help us create a more welcoming congre-

gation, see Becca or me and we can work together 

to make the UUCWV an even more friendly and 

openhearted community.   

Social Action at UUCWV  
lease join The Youth Group/Social Ac-
tion Committee on Saturday, March 1st 
to volunteer at The HUB which is a local 

non-profit organization that puts together kits 
for people and families in need. The kits con-
tain miscellaneous items, all depending on 
what the target population needs. We will be 
meeting at the UUCWV at 9:00am and will fin-
ished there about noon, as it is just down the 
road on 8th street. .  Please email Jo with any 
questions. 

 
or the month of January, UUCWV raised 

$201.49 to help support the Commission on 

Economic Opportunity with funds targeted 

to their Low Income Home Energy Assistance Pro-

gram. 

Worship 
Jon Hart 
Poetry Sunday  

o you have a poem you'd like to share with 
the congregation? If so, then you won't 
want to miss Poetry Sunday on June 29, 

2014. Instead of a sermon, we will have poetry 
readings, which may be your own poetry or poetry 
written by someone else. To sign up, contact Jon 
Hart (jhart@luzerne.edu or 570-696-2959) and let 

him know approximately how long your poem(s) 
would take to read. 

 
3/2/2014 

Stewardship Sunday 
Speaker: 

Ranwa Hammamy 
Sermon Title: Not Forgotten 

I am not forgotten. You are not forgotten. We are 
not forgotten. In this three-part sermon, we will 
celebrate the power of community to affirm the 
value and ensure the visibility of every being. As 
Israel Houghton reminds us in his song "I am not 
forgotten," we are all fearfully and wonderfully 
made. How does our Unitarian Universalist faith 
help us to live out that beautiful truth, within and 
beyond the church walls? How does the history of 
our tradition set a powerful precedent for us to fol-
low? And what tracks will we leave for future gen-
erations? 
 
Bio - Ranwa Hammamy is a Candidate for Unitarian 
Universalist Ministry and a second-year Master of 
Divinity student at Union Theological Seminary in 
New York City. Her focus is on Interreligious En-
gagement, and she hopes to serve our living tradi-
tion by cultivating its potential to lead efforts in 
interfaith dialogue and cooperation in systemic so-
cial change. She currently serves as the Lead 
Teacher for Religious Literacy with First Unitarian 
Church of Philadelphia, where she has been craft-
ing and piloting a new children's religious educa-
tion program titled "Patchwork." 

Convener: 
Isaac VonRue 

 
3/9/2014 
Speaker: 

The Rev. Lowell R. Patton 
“Is there right and wrong and if so who gets to de-

cide?” 

Lowell’s understanding of right and wrong and who 

gets to decide comes from the first creation story 

in Genesis and the story of Adam and Eve being 

P 

F 

D 
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kicked out of the Garden of Eden in the Bible.  It 

also comes from his reading of Charles Darwin “The 

Origin of the Species and the Descent a Man.”     

Lowell’s childhood occupations were a newspaper 
boy in Noxen, working at Sandy Beach at Harvey’s 
Lake, and working at the Town House Restaurants 
in Dallas.  After returning from the Navy, he 
worked as a Medical Technologist for over 20 years 
at the Robert Packer Hospital and Towanda Memo-
rial Hospital.   He also assisted in autopsy for a 
short time.   After attending Bangor Theological 
Seminary, he worked part time at the Towanda 
Universalist Unitarian Church.  He also volunteered 
as the chaplain for the Towanda Memorial Hospital 
Hospice program.  Needing a fulltime job he left 
those jobs and worked for about 10 years as a Mo-
bile Therapist (MT) and a Behavioral Consultant 
Specialist (BSC) for the Behavioral Health Rehabili-
tation Services (working with children 2 to 18 years 
of age who have behavioral problems) at NTC and 
NHS. As a MT, he specialized in working with Chil-
dren with anger problems and as a BSC, he worked 
with children who were diagnosed with autism.  
Lowell then decided to retire and return to his 
roots when he is passing his time as a bagger at 
Thomas.   

Convener: 
Andita Parker Lloyd 

 
3/16/2014 
Speaker: 

Rev. Darcy Laine 
"Language of Reverence" 

Former president of the UUA Rev. Bill Sinkford pos-
ited that Unitarian Universalists needed to develop 
a "Language of Reverence." A great brouhaha 
followed as UUs around the country came out on 
both sides of the issue. Do Unitarian Universalists 
need a Language of Reverence? What might a lan-
guage of reverence look like for us? 
 
Rev. Darcey Laine grew up in a musical family, and 
has a bachelor’s degree in Music performance from 
Indiana University.  She attended Starr King School 
for the ministry where she developed a passion for 

ministry with children and youth.  After her ordina-
tion in 1998 she served as DRE for the First UU 
Church of Stockton, then  settled in Silicon Valley 
where she served as Minister of Religious Educa-
tion for the Unitarian Universalist Church of Palo 
Alto for  seven years.  Rev. Laine returned to the 
East Coast in 2007 to focus on sustainable living, 
and now lives with her partner, son and dog in Ith-
aca NY.  Since 2008 she has been settled as the par-
ish minister of the Unitarian Universalist Church of 
Athens and Sheshequin, and enjoys guest-
preaching at congregations around the region. 

Convener: 
Jan Ashford 

 
3/23/2014 
Speaker: 

Rabbi Kaplan 
"Reflections on the Holy Land" 

Rabbi Kaplan's almost annual trip to Israel returns 
to the States on March 13. He'll share some reflec-
tions on the spiritual nature of the visit, as 
well as the time the group spent with students at 
an elementary school who mostly come from Ethi-
opia and how they have acculturated to a new lan-
guage, new customs, and indoor plumbing. Tech-
nology permitting, he may also show pictures from 
the trip. 
 

Bio- Larry Kaplan is the rabbi of Temple Israel in 
Wilkes-Barre, and sometimes thinks he may be a 
closet Unitarian Universalist. He teaches religion 
and Bible at Misericordia and Kings, and he and his 
wife Gerri are the parents of about 10 children of 
varied ages, shapes, sizes, and colors.  He is the au-
thor of the forthcoming book, Holy Sh@!- to be 
published once it is actually written. 

Convener: 
Steve Ris 

 
3/30/2014 
Speaker: 

Mindi Ramsey 
It's time to say thank you!  Our special Volunteer 
Recognition Service is coming up Sunday, March 

30th.  In true UU spirit, ours is a congrega-
tion committed to giving back.  You will be amazed 
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to see how many people we need to honor.  So 
come one, come all, and help us say thank you to 

our dedicated volunteers at UUCWV! 
 Convener: 

Becca Boerger 
 

Board Officers 
President, Andita Parker Lloyd 
Vice-President, Ellyn Ramich 

Treasurer, Isaac VonRue 
Secretary, Jon Lindgren 

Board Members 
Shawn Murphy 

Ken Bogert 
Jim Doherty 
Helene Elko 

Jeremy Connor 

Chairs 
Finance, Seeking Leader 

Long Range Planning, Becca Boerger 
Stewardship, Beth & Jim Doherty 

Music, Valerie Kepner 
Worship, Jon Hart 

Membership, Seeking Leader 
Social Action/Social Justice,  

Building & Grounds, Rob Lewis 
Pastoral Care, Helene Elko 

Religious Education, Jessica Simon 
Lifespan Faith Development Director, Jill Wetzel 

Youth Advisor, Jo VonRue 
Leadership Development, Becca Boerger 

Communications, Seeking Leader 
Office Administrator, Seeking Leader 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 


