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space fillers.  The next deadline for the newsletter is the twentieth (20th) of each month.  You can get a 

hardcopy of the newsletter from the office. 



 Page 2 
 

President -  
Andita Parker-Lloyd 

Presidential Ponderings –December 

Something in human nature causes us to start 
slacking off at our moment of greatest 
accomplishment. As you become successful, 

you will need a great deal of self-discipline not to 
lose your sense of balance, humility, and 
commitment.” 

--H. Ross Perot 
As I read the UU World online two things 

jump out at me Sunday Assembly movement  and a 

time capsule has been unearthed. They both 

intrigue me enough to discuss with you. First let me 

explain what the Sunday Assembly movement is. 

According to the magazine this is a new church for 

those, “who don’t believe in God but believe in 

good.” Well isn’t that a UU congregation? No it is 

not a UU congregation because the format is 

different. I know a different format may not 

overwhelm you into understanding that this unique 

but I want to let you know it is catching on. It is 

catching on in part because of the six word 

message, “Live better. Help often. Wonder more.” 

Who could disagree with that message? I 

for one am not one to disagree with it. I am 

thinking about putting it in my next revision of my 

theology. It speaks to me and offers something I 

can do. Live better to me means taking care of 

myself (mentally, physically, and spiritually). It is an 

ongoing process but it is possible to do. Help often 

is pretty self-explanatory. That is why I do service 

here with fellow congregants and in the 

community. Helping is rewarding on so many 

levels, I am still baffled that more people don’t 

volunteer. Wonder more is what I keep hoping me 

and my fellow UUCWV members and friends do on 

a daily basis. When you are experiencing wonder it 

can be a spiritual experience. I want everyone to 

experience it but know all good things start small. 

So this new movement is catching on because of its 

message but also because of its format. 

The format is quite simply singing, talking, 

silence announcements and a collection. Well you 

might be thinking that sounds like our format and 

thinking I am confused. I am not confused because 

that alone doesn’t make it different. It is the 

singing part that makes it different. A small band 

accompanies the group as they read the lyrics 

projected onto a screen or karaoke style projected 

onto a screen with recorded music. To those like 

myself who have visited an evangelistic church this 

is still not different from an experience we have 

had before. What is unique or spurring people to 

this assembly is that the songs are pop songs you 

might dance to. The atheists are celebrating life. 

The energy in the Assembly is different since the 

music and atmosphere is different.  

When looking at what I miss about being a 

Baptist, I always come back to the music that if 

sung right would sometimes bring tears to my eyes. 

When looking at our future we have already 

started on the path to trying to bring some of this 

energy into our new monthly Friday services. I also 

would love to see us incorporate some pop music 

in our Sunday services. Music is a powerful method 

of getting to the multitudes across ages and 

situations. Think about all of the songs that inspire 

you on a daily basis that may not be found in the 

UU music listings or any other religious music 

listing. I always think of Alicia Keys, India.Arie, and 

Katy Perry as my “soul sistas” since they have songs 

with lyrics that lift me up when I am down. I could 

easily see one of their songs on a Sunday being 

inspirational. I take away from learning about this 

Sunday Assembly movement is that we in the 

Unitarian Universalist movement need to keep 

trying to move our music to another level even at a 

“ 
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small congregation like ours. What would be 

included in our time capsule related to music? 

A time capsule that was placed in the 

building of our headquarters in Boston and is going 

to be opened in February 2014. This in is self is not 

what calls to me. I want for us at the UUCWV to 

consider what would be unearthed from our own 

time capsule (if we placed one in this building to be 

taken out when we move or at a set amount of 

time)? The children in coming of age groups have 

made time capsules to be opened in 15 years for 

them to reflect on. Those were specific to those 

groups and what they experienced during that 

time. That is great for them and I will hopefully be 

present for at least two of them to be opened. I am 

distressed to think of how to narrow down and 

create that capsule expressing who we are and 

hope to be in the future. My brain just hurts trying 

to think what would be good to place in there and 

what would be ok to leave out. I then as the 

president wonder if all my pondering over the time 

capsule is even worth it since there is no guarantee 

that this congregation will still be around in 25-50 

years to open this time capsule. I am not being 

negative but trying to truly get a sense in my head 

rationally what my heart says to me. My heart says 

this congregation will be here for my great-great-

great-grandchildren who move back to The Valley 

with their children. My head says that if we cannot 

get more people doing their fair share of the work 

to keep this congregation going, my grandchildren 

will not be sitting in this liberal community being 

accepted for who they are. Ponder these two 

things and see where you can make a difference! 

Walter Cronkite was reading the news about 
Rolls-Royce having a recall campaign.  “Rolls-
Royce announces today that it is recalling 
Rolls-Royce made after 1966ecause of faulty 
not hinder steering wheel.”  
************************************** 

Lifespan Faith  
Development (LFD)- 
Jill Wetzel, Director 
jgwetzel@epix.net or (570) 954-1147 

et ready to groove at the UUCWV Dance-a-

thon on Saturday, Jan. 11! This mid-winter 

party will be a celebration for the whole 

congregation and a fundraiser for the youth group. 

(Snow date: Jan. 25). There will be instruction in 

Latin, Swing, Line Dance, and Dance Fitness!  We 

are looking for gift baskets and other donations for 

a silent auction to be held at the dance-a-thon.  See 

Jill or Jo by Jan. 5 to donate to the silent auction. If 

you can’t attend the dance-a-thon, please consider 

asking one of our youth if you can be a sponsor and 

make a donation toward our Boston trip. 

Our Whole Lives sexuality program for Grades K 

through 2 will begin this month with a mandatory 

parent/child orientation on Jan. 5 from 9:30 to 

11:30.  Classes will be held weekly through March 2 

from 9:30 to 10:30 with trained OWL teachers Isaac 

VonRue and Jessica Simon. 

The adult curriculum Spirit in Practice will begin on 

the 2nd Wednesday of the month starting on 

January 8, 2014 at 7:00 p.m. at the church.  Spirit in 

Practice, was developed in response to many UU 

adults’ desire to engage in life-giving spiritual 

practices. Ten workshops provide avenues for 

deepening spirituality and affirming spiritual 

growth in the congregation. Participants are invited 

to reflect, share, and grow together, exploring 

ways to nurture their connections with the sacred 

in everyday life. 

Individual items: 

Our Whole Lives (OWL) 

G 

mailto:jgwetzel@epix.net
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Mandatory parent/child orientation for Grade K-2 

OWL on Jan. 5, 2014 from 9:30 to 11:30 in the 

youth room. Contact Jill Wetzel: jgwetzel@epix.net 

or 570-954-1147. 

Spirit in Practice 

New adult class! Begins 

Wednesday, Jan. 8 at 7:00 

p.m. Meets at the church on 

the second Wednesday of 

each month.  Everyone is 

welcome to join.  Contact 

Becca Boerger for more 

information: 

beccaboerger@yahoo.com or 

570-283-4283. 

UUCWV Dance-a-thon 

Midwinter Dance Party  for all 

members and friends of the 

congregation. Saturday, Jan. 11, 2014 from 6 to 9 

p.m. (snow date: Jan. 25). Dance instruction in 

Latin, Swing, Line Dance, and Dance Fitness. A 

Silent Auction and Finger Food. Benefits the 

UUCWV Youth Group. 

 
January Collection for a Cause 

s we gather in our homes over the holidays, 

we are aware that some in our community 

have trouble keeping warm as the 

temperatures drop. 

The January Collection for a Cause will be the 

Commission for Economic Opportunity (CEO) with 

funds targeted to their Low-Income Home Energy 

Assistance Program. 

The LIHEAP Crisis Program is designed to provide 

emergency service to eligible persons who face a 

home heating related emergency. These 

emergencies may include low or no home heating 

oil, utility termination and/or breakdown of the 

home heating system. 

CEO, working in conjunction with the Federal 

Emergency Management Agency, PA Department 

of Community & Economic 

Development, United Way, 

Pennsylvania Department of 

Public Welfare, PPL Electric 

Utilities, UGI Utilities, UGI Penn 

Natural Gas, and with the help 

of many caring community 

organizations, is able to provide 

utility customers with access to 

assistance to help with bill 

payment. 

Thank you for your generosity in 

support of this valuable program 

for January's Collection for a Cause. 

or the Month of November, between the 

collection and contributions from members, 

UUCWV raised $241.78 for the Catherine 

McAuley House. This is in addition to the presents 

that were donated for the Congregation’s adopted 

family. 

Worship –  

Jon Hart 
1/5/2014 
Jo VonRue 

Convener 
Youth 

1/12/2014 
Rabbi Daniel Swartz 

Does the Earth Have a Prayer? 

Synopsis: I will be speaking about the moral 

dimensions of climate change and what we as 

A 

F 

Sundown Services 
UUCWV holds monthly Sundown 

Services on the second Friday of each 

month at 7PM in the Sanctuary. These 

services are designed to be discussion 

based and to allow a more in depth 

exploration of topics that are important 

to us as Unitarian Universalists. In 

additional they help to build stronger 

connections within our community. 

The next meeting date is  - January 10, 

2014 

mailto:beccaboerger@yahoo.com
http://www.ceopeoplehelpingpeople.org/index.asp?Type=B_PRGSRV&SEC=%7B80A44C22-17BD-49BA-AAFF-1D512CA14C7F%7D&DE=%7BD75D1F27-2DEC-4893-9585-C14B0BC5463D%7D
http://www.ceopeoplehelpingpeople.org/index.asp?Type=B_PRGSRV&SEC=%7B80A44C22-17BD-49BA-AAFF-1D512CA14C7F%7D&DE=%7BD75D1F27-2DEC-4893-9585-C14B0BC5463D%7D
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individuals and communities of faith can do to 

address this crisis.  I'll include an introduction to 

the work of Interfaith Power and Light, including its 

Pennsylvania affiliate, as well as some teachings 

about Tu B'shvat, the Jewish new year of the tree, 

which is coming up on January 15th. 

Brief Bio - Rabbi Daniel Swartz has served as the 

spiritual leader of Temple Hesed of Scranton, a 

Union for Reform Judaism congregation, for the 

past 7 1/2 years.  During that time, he has brought 

Temple Hesed into a leadership role on a number 

of social justice issues, especially environmental 

concerns and LGBT/marriage equality 

activism.  Under his leadership, Temple Hesed 

recently won a Reform Movement-wide contest for 

participation in the Religious Action Center of 

Reform Judaism's networks.  He currently serves as 

as board president of Pennsylvania Interfaith 

Power and Light.  Previous positions include 

founding director of Greater Washington Interfaith 

Power and Light and Associate Director of the 

National Religious Partnership for the 

Environment.  Rabbi Swartz is also a published 

children's book author.  What's most important to 

him is his wife, Rabbi Marjorie Berman, and their 

daughter, Alana Swartz. 

Convener 
1/19/2014 

Rabbi Kaplan 
With Martin Luther King Day on the 20th- how 

about "Can we ever be beyond racism?  The 

Torah's view" The Torah is pretty clear about race, 

and about treatment of those who are "strangers" 

in our midst. If it was so clear thousands of years 

ago, why is it taking us so long to get it?  

As for bio- Larry Kaplan is the rabbi of Temple Israel 

in Wilkes-Barre, and sometimes thinks he may be a 

closet Unitarian Universalist. He teaches 

religion and Bible at Misericordia and Kings, and he 

and his wife Gerri are the parents of about 10 

children of varied ages, shapes, sizes, and colors. 

He is the author of the forthcoming book, Holy 

Sh@!- to be published once it is actually written. 

Convener 
Mindi Ramsey 

1/26/2014 
Rev. Craig Schwalenberg 

Sermon Blurb:  Every once in a while, if fortunate, 

we experience something unexpected, something 

transformative, something transcendent.  It is 

indescribable and, at the same time, 

unforgettable.  Timeless... and yet, terribly, 

wonderfully brief.  A Moment of Bliss.  Worth 

holding on to, worth seeking after, and worth 

sharing with each other… 

I am the Minister of the Unitarian Universalist 

Society of Oneonta. 

Bio Statement: Rev. Craig Schwalenberg serves as 

the minister of the Unitarian Universalist Society of 

Oneonta, NY.  He was called by the congregation 

4.5 years ago when he and his wife, Cheryl 

DeDecker, moved to Oneonta from their home 

state of Wisconsin.  Craig is a graduate of 

Meadville-Lombard Theological School, the UU 

seminary in Chicago, IL.  Craig and his wife enjoy 

geocaching and games.   Craig and Cheryl just 

bought and moved into their first house and are 

now in the throes of unpacking boxes.  Their dog, 

Spirit, is not very helpful in this task.  Their cat, 

Opal, isn't even trying to be helpful. 

Convener 
Kaylee Scruggs 

 
****************************************** 
“We will return to story of the Seven Dwarfs after 

a pause for a short sponsor’s message.” 
****************************************** 


