
 

2015-16 Upsala Area Schools / MN Dept. of Ed. Testing Schedule
While the MN Department of Education strives to ensure the testing schedule remains unaltered, it is subject to 
change based on assessment decisions made by the state Legislature or reauthorization of the Elementary and 
Secondary Education Act (ESEA). 

OCTOBER 2015 
14 PSAT (optional for juniors – cost $15)  
19 Optional Local Purpose Assessment 

(OLPA) Reading Grades 3-8, 10 and 
Mathematics Grades 3-8, 11 Online begins 

November 2015 
13  ASVAB Career Exploration 

FEBRUARY 2016 
1 ACCESS for ELLs 2.0 Online and 

Alternate ACCESS for ELLs Paper begins 
19 Optional Local Purpose Assessment 

Reading Grades 3-8, 10 and Mathematics 
Grades 3-8, 11 Online Ends 

MARCH 2016 
7 MCA Reading Grades 3-8, 10 and 

Mathematics Grades 3-8, 11 Online 
Begins 

 MCA Science Grades 5, 8 and High 
School Online Begins 

 MTAS Reading, Mathematics, and 
Science Begins 

25 ACCESS for ELLs Online and Alternate 
ACCESS for ELLs Paper Ends 

APRIL 2016 
19 ACT Exam Grade 11 

MAY 2016 
3 ACT Makeup Exam Grade 11 
6 MCA Reading Grades 3-8, 10 and 

Mathematics Grades 3-8, 11 Online Ends 
 MTAS Reading, Mathematics, and 

Science Ends 
13 MCA Science Grades 5, 8 and HS Online 

Ends 

• All test sites will follow administration 
principles, rules, and guidelines set by the 
Minnesota Department of Education in the 
MDE test administration manuals to ensure 
integrity and security of the MCA tests.  

Helping your child succeed 
with State Testing 

Testing is used in schools to measure student 
achievement. State tests are given to students in a district 
once a year, based on their grade level and subject area.  
UAS staff members have been working hard to prepare 
students for the upcoming MCA, Aspire and ACT tests. 
Please take a moment to talk to your child(ren) about the 
importance of these tests.  

Check out the MN Department of Education’s Just 
for Parents Testing Information page, which provides 
access to general information about Minnesota 
assessments.  

Answers to frequently asked questions about the 
Minnesota Comprehensive Assessments (MCA), 
Minnesota Test of Academic Skills (MTAS), and 
graduation assessment requirements are available in a 
downloadable and printable Parent Fact Sheets. A test 
preparation fact sheet is also available. 

Reassure your child.  Tell your child that the test 
will be used to evaluate how well a school or 
school district is educating its students. It's 
important for kids to have a sense of the broader 
context.  

Put the test in perspective.  Explain that test scores 
are looked at along with many other pieces of 
information in determining your child's 
achievement level. Her grades and progress over 
time, for example, are also very important. 

Before the test:  
• Please ensure that they get a good night’s sleep the 

night before each test.   
• Please make sure they have a good, but not heavy 

breakfast in the morning.  
• Have your child dress comfortably in layers so that 

s/he can take clothes off or put them on, depending 
on the temperature of the room. 

District News 



 
 

 


