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SustainUS Policy Structure

✤ Policy Coordinators:  Matt Maiorana, Marcie Smith, Kavita Kripalani

✤ Advisor on UNFCCC Policy:  Josh Galiwango

✤ Advisor on the Commission on Sustainable Development:           
Imran Battla and Brandon Mikael        

✤ Advisor on the Convention on Biological Diversity:  Lea Lupkin 

✤ Advisor on the Commission on the Status of Women:  Geena Berry



History of the UNFCCC

✤ An international climate treaty signed at the United Nations Earth Summit in Rio de 
Janeiro, Brazil, in 1992, to “achieve stabilization of greenhouse gas concentrations in the 
atmosphere at a low enough level to prevent dangerous anthropogenic interference 
with the climate system.”

✤ The Convention has been joined by 191 States and the European Community; it was 
signed by President George Bush Sr. in 1992 and subsequently ratified by the Senate. 

✤ While the treaty does not include any legally-binding caps on greenhouse gas 
emissions, it includes provisions for the creation of protocols, which will outline 
mandatory emissions reductions and require independent ratification.  The most 
noteworthy of these is the Kyoto Protocol, which President Bill Clinton signed but the 
Senate failed to ratify.  Other non-ratifiers include Afghanistan, Australia, the Central 
African Republic, Turkey, Chad, Iraq, Somalia, and Zimbabwe.

✤ Draws a distinction between Annex-I (industrialized) and developing countries, 
acknowledging differentiated responsibility for greenhouse gas emissions.



Timeline of UN Climate 
Negotiations

2007          COP 13 in Bali, Indonesia - Bali Action Plan           
2006          COP 12 in Nairobi, Kenya - Nairobi Work Programme on Adaptation 
2005          COP 11 in Montreal, Canada - Kyoto Protocol enters into force

2004          COP 10 in Buenos Aries, Argentina  - Buenos Aries Programme of Work on Adaptation and Response Measures
2002          COP 8 in New Delhi, India - Delhi Declaration
2001          COP 7 in Marrakesh, Morocco - Marrakesh Accords; IPCC Third Assessment Report
1998          COP 4 in Buenos Aries, Argentina - Buenos Aries Plan of Action
1997          COP 3 in Kyoto, Japan - Kyoto Protocol adopted

1995          COP 1 in Berlin, Germany - Berlin Mandate
1994          Convention enters into force
1992          INC adopts the UNFCCC treaty text; the convention is opened for signatures at the Earth Summit in Brazil
1991          First meeting of the Intergovernmental Negotiating Committee (INC)
1990          IPCC and second WCC call for global treaty on climate change

1988          Establishment of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC)
1979          First World Climate Conference (WCC)



UNFCCC Structure

✤ Conference of Parties (COP)

✤ The Subsidiary Body on Scientific and Technological Advice (SBSTA):  

✤ The Subsidiary Body for Implementation (SBI)

✤ Ad-hoc Working Group on Long-term Cooperative Action (AWG-LCA)

✤ Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change  (IPCC)

✤ Meeting of Parties (MOP)

✤ Country Designation

✤ Annex I

✤ Annex II

✤ Non-Annex



Emission reduction strategies 
under the Kyoto Protocol

✤ Emissions trading

✤ GHG emissions - “A New Commodity”

✤ Clean Development Mechanism

✤ Allows emission-reduction projects in developing countries to earn certified 
emissions reduction (CER) credits, which can then be traded.

✤ Joint Implementation (JI)



General agenda items for the 
post-2012 agreement

✤ Creating streamlined, equitable mechanism for Technology Transfer (TT).

✤ Creation of strong emission reduction targets for Annex-I countries.

✤ Dramatic reform (?) of the Clean Development Mechanism and other financial 
mechanisms, markets, funds, etc.

✤ Creating just, effective mechanism for Reducing Emissions Deforestation & Forest 
Degradation (REDD) and emissions from Land Use, Land Use Change & Foresty 
(LULUCF).

✤ Provisions for community-led, justly-financed adaptation. 

✤ Coordination with domestic (U.S.) politics and policy.



Hidden (or not so hidden) challenges 
within the UNFCCC policy process

✤ Lack of transparency and accessibility within the UN process:  Look at delegation sizes.

✤ Pervasive power of Northern multinationals and international financial institutions (IFIs):  What’s the intention?

✤ Emissions reduction schemes/off-set schemes must be “measurable, reportable, and verifiable” (MRV):  Look at 
definitions (REDD).

✤ Difficulty reconciling development goals with the curbing of climate change:  Respecting “differentiated 
responsibilities and respective capabilities”.

✤ The demonstrated inability of the United Nations to back up a binding treaty:  Contradiction between the 
international scope of climate and environmental challenges and state sovereignty.

✤ Potential exacerbation of inequities and political scarcity around the world:  Off-sets and enforcement -- look on the 
streets.

✤ Economic crisis, economic nationalism, and increased militarism.



Policy on the Ground 

✤ Investigating & Monitoring:  Following, interpreting 
and distilling developments in the negotiations.

✤ Translating:  Communicating these developments 
and their relevance to other working groups, 
especially Media and Direct Action representatives.

✤ Speaking Truth:  Writing position briefs for 
distribution to official country delegations; 
presenting statements in UN sessions; giving 
interviews.

✤ Collaboration:  Coordinating within the International 
Youth Delegation, other ENGOs (CAN), particular 
country delegation blocs (e.g. AOSIS) on public 
policy positions.

✤ Lobbying:  Liaising with official country delegations, 
in particular the U.S. State Department.



To-do List!

✤ Weekend Goals

✤ Establishment of working groups, designation of point persons.

✤ Creation of fall timeline.

✤ Fall Goals

✤ Revision/distribution of SustainUS policy positions.

✤ Continuing to submit these positions to the UNFCCC.

✤ Consolidating UNFCCC guide materials with Grassroots and Communications; possibility of translations.



✤ Ideas and proposals on the elements of paragraph 1 of the Bali Action Plan. (SustainUS on behalf of the International Youth Delegation AND in consultation with 
the International Youth Delegation).

✤ Views and proposals for further elaboration of the options, elements and issues contained in the annex “options and proposals on how to address definitions, modalities, 
rules and guidelines for the treatment of land use, land-use change and forestry (LULUCF)”. (SustainUS on behalf of the International Youth Delegation)

✤ View on issues relating to indigenous people and local communities for the development and application of methodologies. (SustainUS independently)

✤ Experiences and views, including country-specific information where possible, on needs for technical and institutional capacity-building and cooperation in, inter alia, the 
implementation of methodologies for estimating and monitoring changes in forest cover and associated carbon stocks and GHG emissions, incremental changes due to 
sustainable management of forests, reduction of emissions from deforestation and forest degradation, national and sub-national monitoring and reporting systems, and 
methodologies for forest inventories, ground-based and remote-sensing approaches. (SustainUS independently)

✤ Further elaboration of the options, elements and issues contained in Annex III to the report of the first part of the sixth session, and Annex IV to the report at the resumed 
fifth session, including views on how and which proposals could address cross-cutting issues (LULUCF).  (SustainUS on behalf on the International Youth 
Delegation).

✤ Carbon dioxide capture and storage in geological formations as clean development mechanism project activities. (SustainUS independently)

✤ Nairobi work programme on impacts, vulnerability, and adaptation to climate change. (SustainUS independently)

✤ Nairobi work programme on impacts, vulnerability and adaptation to climate change, information and views on matters relating to the availability of information on the 
socio-economic aspect of climate change and improving the integration of socio-economic information into impact and vulnerability assessments, including information on 
the development of socio-economic scenarios and for understading adaptive capacity. (SustainUS independently)

✤ Further guidance relating to the CDM.  Views on carbon dioxide capture and storage in geological formations as CDM project activities. (SustainUS independently)

✤ Views on the implications of possible changes to the limit established for small-scale afforestation and reforestation clean development mechanism project activities under 
decision 6/CMP.1. (SustainUS independently)

SustainUS Policy Submissions



Upcoming Policy Submissions

Description Date Due
1 Elements of Paragraph 1 of the Bali Action Plan (AWG-LCA)

(Establishes the four pillars of the Bali Action Plan) 11 September
2

Nairobi work programme on impacts, vulnerability and adaptation to climate change 
(SBSTA) 

(Specifically socio-economic information)
18 September

3
Nairobi work programme on impacts, vulnerability and adaptation to climate change 

(SBSTA) 
(Specifically adaptation planning and practices)

18 September
4

Fourth Review of the financial mechanism (SBI)
(Operation of funds under the Global Environmental Facility as an operating entity of the 

financial mechanism, Special Climate Change fund, and Least Developed Countries Fund.)
28 September

5 Assessment of Special Climate Change Fund (SBI)
(How the Special Climate Change Fund can support implementation projects.) 28 September

6 Matters relating to Article 4, paragraph 8 &9, of the Convention:  Progress on the 
implementation of decision 1/CP.10 (SBI) 28 September

7 Carbon dioxide capture and storage (CCS) in geological formations as clean development 
mechanism (CDM) projects activities (SBSTA) 28 September



Available Roles for COP 15

✤ Finance Mechanisms:  Reform of Clean Development Mechanism, Carbon & Forest Markets

✤ REDD/LULUCF:  Forest Markets, Indigenous Rights, Land Tenure Reform, Biodiversity preservation 

✤ Technology Transfer:  Renewable Energy Technology, North/South Power Dynamics 

✤ Adaptation:  Water, Arable Land, Environmental Refugees

✤ Mitigation:  Emission Targets

✤ Media & Direct Action Liaison

✤ Domestic Coordination


