
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 
 
January 20, 2010 
 
TO:  Nakul Raykar 
  President, Student Senate 
 
FROM:  Lacretia A. Caldwell 
  Special Assistant to the Executive Vice President 
 
SUBJECT: Projects Concerning Substance Use and Abuse 
 
 
There are two items that require input from the Student Senate. The first item is a brochure regarding 
substance use and abuse which the University is mandated to distribute to students, faculty and staff 
on an annual basis.  The brochure provides information about alcohol and other drugs, standards of 
conduct, relevant federal, state and local laws, University sanctions for and health risks of drug and 
alcohol abuse, and a description of counseling services available to University members.  The 
brochures are distributed to the student body through the Office of Student Affairs at each School.  At 
this time, we are soliciting student input on the following areas: 1) content; 2) distribution methods; 
and 3) format and appearance.  For your convenience, I have attached 12 copies of the brochure.  
Please forward a copy to the appropriate individuals who can provide constructive feedback.  If you 
feel that hosting a student focus group would be more productive, please suggest an ideal date and 
time.  Production of the pamphlet is scheduled for the Spring, therefore I would appreciate a response 
on behalf of Student Senate by March 1st. 
 
I would also appreciate the Senate’s input on a relatively new program called the Red Watch Band 
movement (RWB).  RWB is a voluntary training program designed to give students information about 
alcohol poisoning along with step-by-step instructions on what to do if they suspect someone of 
having consumed a toxic amount of alcohol.  For a complete description of the program, please refer 
to the RWB website: http://www.stonybrook.edu/sb/redwatchband/index.html.  As you will see, 
the program is geared for undergraduate colleges/universities.  We realize that the majority of 
UMDNJ students are adults in postgraduate training programs, however, it is unclear whether or not 
binge drinking is a problem among our student population.  Therefore, we are asking the Student 
Senate to review the background information and advise if this is a worthwhile project.  I respectfully 
request the response on or about April 15th.  If you have any questions about the annual brochure or 
the RWB, feel free to contact me at 973-972-6566. 
 
Thank you. 
 
Attachments 
 

C:  D. Rodgers, MD 
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