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Thank Yous & Announcements from  

• SPH Student Government 
Associations 

• Rutgers Information Center 
• And More!!! 

 

The Sc pe 
WhaT’S inSide? 

• Senate & School SGA Leadership – 3.0 
• Editor’s Foreword 
• Outgoing Chair’s Message 
• Chair’s Welcome 
• Executive Council Reports 
• The Scoop: Evidence-Based Healthcare, Systematic 

Reviews and Patient-Centered Outcomes Research 
– What You Should Know! 

• Hot Topics - The Senate’s Pulse on UMDNJ: Inter-
School Club Charter Poll Results, UMDNJ Student 
Government Restructuring Update 

• Student Spotlight: 2012-2013 School of Nursing 
Student Government Association-Newark 

• Scoping Out: Interprofessional Grand Rounds - 
Stratford is at it again! 

• Scoping Out: Thank You Note for Sandy Relief 
Effort 

• Random Shots: HD Quality Panorama of UMDNJ’s 
Newark Campus from the Stanley Bergen Building! 

• FYI: UMDNJ Student Government Manifesto 
(Unanimously Approved on March 3, 2013) 

• FYI: Senate General Meeting Minutes – December 
2, 2012 

The mission of the UMDNJ Student Senate is to serve as the official voice of the UMDNJ students on any and all issues of 
student concern, to serve as effective advocates for students and their student governments within central UMDNJ 

administration, and to facilitate increased inter-school student activities and involvement. 

 

Phenomenal Newark Panorama 
from Stanley Bergen Building! 

The UMDNJ Student Senate (soon to be 
known as the Rutgers Interprofessional 

Student Congress – RISC) 
New Name, New Faces, Same Goals 

THE SCOPE is an independent publication authored by UMDNJ students and edited and approved by the Student Senate at 
UMDNJ.  Any views, opinions, and representations presented in THE SCOPE are solely those of its authors and do not 
necessarily represent those of the leadership, faculty and staff of UMDNJ, nor reflect UMDNJ policy.  UMDNJ does not 
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2013-2014 UMdnJ STUdenT SenaTorS & SGa execS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SGA Representatives – Feel free to contact them and anyone from the Student Senate!! 

 

 

 

 

Legend: SENATE COMMITTEES – AA (academic affairs), CS (community service), IA (internal affairs), UA/LA (university and legislative affairs)  
(see last p. for descriptions); SGA LEADERSHIP ROLES – C (Chair), CC (Co-Chair), P (President), S (Secretary), T (Treasurer), VP (Vice President) 

Chair – Yuri T. Jadotte, MD, 
SN/NJIT/RU ’15, 
jadottyu@umdnj.edu, Editor-in-Chief 

 

Treasurer – Shelly Uppal, GSBS 
’13, SOM ’17, uppals1@umdnj.edu 

Secretary – Ashley Silakoski, 
RWJMS ’14, silakoal@umdnj.edu 

Vice Chair – Michael Hayoun, 
NJMS ’14, 
hayounmi@umdnj.edu 

ExEcutivE 

council 

GSBS – Sheetal Verma ’16, Narendra 
Kuber ’16 

RWJMS – Karan Shhabra ’16, Michael 
Dinizio ’16 (UA/LA), Ashley Silakoski ’15 
(CS) 

NJMS – Michael Hayoun ’14 (IA), 
Kiauntee Murray ’15 (CS), Preeya 
Khandge ’15 (UA/LA) 

NJDS – Shalom Fialkoff ’14 (UA/LA), 
Binni Patel ’14 (AA), Nancy Ahn ’16 (CS) 

SHRP – pending 

SOM – Paul Boulos ’14 (IA, UA/LA, CS), 
Shelly Uppal ’17 (AA), Osman Abbasi ’14 
(AA) 

SPH – Myan Colatat ’14 (CS), John 
Cambridge ’15 

SN –Yuri Jadotte ’15 (UA/LA, IA), 
Damon Josephsen ’13 (AA/CS), David 
Grimm ’13 School 

 

REPS 

GSBS – Newark: pending 
GSBS – New Brunswick: pending 
GSBS – Stratford: pending 
NJDS: pending 
RWJMS: pending 
SOM: pending 

SN – Newark: pending 
SN – Stratford: pending 
NJMS: pending 
SHRP: pending 
SPH – Piscataway: pending 
SPH – Newark: pending 
SPH – Stratford: pending 

mailto:jadottyu@umdnj.edu
mailto:uppals1@umdnj.edu
mailto:silakoal@umdnj.edu
mailto:hayounmi@umdnj.edu
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ediTor’S ForeWord 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STUdenT SpoTliGhT: 

 

Words of Wisdom and Thank You’s 
This is my last message as Chair. I'm graduating in May, 
and by the time the next edition of The Scope comes out, 
the new Senate Chair will have transitioned into office. 
I'm happy to say that the incoming Chair is excellent and 
will certainly be an outstanding leader for UMDNJ. 
Fortunately for me, I couldn't get enough of UMDNJ, so 
I'm at NJMS for another five years for residency and I'll 
hopefully get to see a bit of what will be a very exciting 
year coming up! 
 
As UMDNJ transitions into Rutgers and Rowan, please 
take advantage of the Senate and contact your Senator or 
our office with any issues or new developments. We meet 
with Dr. Rodgers and other members of UMDNJ 
administration, so we want to not only disperse 
information to our peers but also raise student concerns to 
the highest appropriate level of administration. Your 
school student council and senators are both excellent 
groups of people to consult. At the Senate, I'd like to see 
more collaboration between the Senate and each student 
council, as well as between the student councils of 
different schools. I know that there are a lot of the same 
issues and concerns facing students at different schools, 
and we've got a wealth of great minds in all of our eight 
schools that should be involved in more collaboration. I'm 
especially excited about THE SCOPE as a now well-
established method of communication for all students. If 
you'd like to reach out to other students on your campus 
or at the whole university, email us and we'll help decide 
what the best method of communication is for your event 
or initiative. (continued on right) 

By Yuri T. Jadotte, SN/NJIT/RU ’15 

I cannot tell you how proud I am of the UMDNJ Student Senate’s effort in putting this newsletter together. It is a collaborative effort by 
all the schools at UMDNJ, although it is led by yours truly. Here’s how this newsletter gets put together. First, the editor proposes a list 
of topics, based on events at UMDNJ, and inputs from the school student government associations, individual students randomly 
emailing us about what they’d like to see in the newsletter, and the UMDNJ Student Senate members. From this list, we figure out what 
is within the scope of the newsletter. This list is reviewed by the Student Senate Executive Council. The entire newsletter is then emailed 
to all Senators for peer review, approved (usually at the quarterly meeting), and finalized by the editor. I am also proud of the fact that 
we’ve now established a standard format for the newsletter that seems to be acceptable to the UMDNJ central administration. Their 
support is essential, not only for the school-wide dissemination of the newsletter (which the UMDNJ Student Senate is literally not 
allowed to do directly by itself!), but also for the continued existence of the Senate at the new Rutgers Biomedical and Health Sciences. 
We’ve also taken a number of other initiatives, such as uploading THE SCOPE online such that it can be read like a magazine in 
tablets and other mobile devices, and we have begun to use a monthly email digest that will keep all UMDNJ students informed of 
major initiatives of interest. These include announcement of the start of the AEL Interprofessional Honor Society application cycle, 
and notices related to the Rutgers/Rowan mergers (such as job openings from the Rutgers call center specifically seeking UMDNJ 
students, among other things)! We’re also thinking about expanding this newsletter into THE SCOPE Magazine!! Stay tuned! 

Words of Wisdom (continued from left) 
I have to take this last opportunity to thank some outstanding 
individuals who have been integral to the success of the Senate in the 
past year. Varun Malik and Jermey Taylor on our Academic Affairs 
committee put together the UMDNJ Recognition Awards to award 
faculty as the only student awards given at the university level. 
Kiauntee Murray and Richard Arilotta were on the phones the week of 
Hurricane Sandy to set up a means to donate money directly to the Red 
Cross that ended up raising hundreds of dollars. Richard was also an 
outstanding Treasurer and kept lines of communication open to the 
different student councils. Michael Hayoun and Bill Cole had the 
difficult task of developing a plan for the Senate during this time of 
change (and for a time, turmoil) and I'm happy to say we're very 
confident about the future of the Senate. Shelly Uppal and Sri Ram 
Pentakota have been the best student advocates and spent a year 
working on improvements for many aspects of student life. Finally, Paul 
Boulos and Yuri Jadotte - the Senate Vice Chair and Secretary - have 
been incredible. These are guys who show a tremendous amount of 
initiative and can be trusted with anything. Paul hosted the 
interprofessional grand rounds and serves as our sole liaison there. Yuri 
casually mentioned creating a newsletter one day and then puts out 
THE SCOPE on the next. Yuri also established the UMDNJ chapter of 
the AEL honor society this year. I can't wait to see what these guys have 
in store for next year. I just wanted to say thank you to everyone who 
has worked so hard for the students of UMDNJ, and I have confidence 
that both Rowan and Rutgers will be gaining some very talented 
students. Thanks for the privilege of working with all of you, and thanks 
for a great four years. 
 
Christine White, NJMS ’13 
Chair, 2012-2013 
UMDNJ Student Senate 
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hoT TopicS – The SenaTe’S pUlSe on UMdnJ: 

Poll Results: Should the UMDNJ Student Senate Award Inter-School Club Charters? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

UMDNJ Restructuring and the UMDNJ Student Senate: A Major Update! 

 

 

 

 

 

The UMDNJ Student Senate has been working hard to represent your needs and concerns at the level of central UMDNJ administration, 
and we will continue to do so at Rutgers Biomedical and Health Sciences, so long as we continue to exist there. Unfortunately, the 
UMDNJ Student Senate is not privy to any of the discussions regarding the mergers with Rutgers or Rowan, therefore we are unable to 
provide you with any substantial feedback or to advocate on your behalf in matters regarding the merger, which is an unfortunate reality 
for a school, given that student input can offer valuable insights to faculty, staff and administrators. Equally unfortunate is the fact that 
we do not know whether the UMDNJ Student Senate will continue to exist past July 1, 2013, i.e. day 1 of the merger. However, we 
have taken a number of steps to help promote its continuation at Rutgers. At the 1st quarterly meeting of 2013, all school Senators 
unanimously approved the UMDNJ Student Government Manifesto (see insert after this page for a reprint) with the full backing of 
individual school SGAs. Key features of this bill that should go into effect on July 1, 2013 include: renaming the Student Senate as the 
Rutgers Interprofessional Student Congress (RISC), requiring that school senators elected to the Rutgers University Senate be 
members of RISC, and recommending that Rutgers not change the current structures of student government at the UMDNJ schools. We 
will soon be submitting these recommendations to the Executive Secretary of the Rutgers University Senate, and the offices of 
UMDNJ’s President Rodgers, Rutgers’ President Barchi, and RBHS’ Interim Provost Molloy. We will keep you in the loop! 

Anonymous Student Quotes 
“I had a lot of fun at the NJMS/NJDS winter classic, but RWJMS representation was pretty low. I thought it would be 

great if we could institute more campus-wide events/programs like this one and really get all schools involved”. 
“I believe that come the Rutgers merger, it will also be very important for there to be inter-school interactions between 

RBHS and the rest of the Rutgers community”. 
“It seems unusual to me that the umbrella student governing body of UMDNJ (i.e. the Student Senate) does not already 
do this. UMDNJ consists of students from almost all of the health professions, and soon from virtually all of the health 
professions with the upcoming addition of the School of Pharmacy at Rutgers. Individual school student governments 

should of course retain their independence from the Student Senate, but providing oversight of inter-school clubs 
(including granting inter-school charters and budgets) is something the Student Senate should have been doing all along 

since its creation”. 
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University of Medicine and Dentistry of New Jersey 
Student Government Manifesto 

 
Draft proposed by the UMDNJ Student Senate Executive Council on September 27, 
2012, University Day, Newark Campus, and unanimously approved by the Student 
Senators on behalf of all UMDNJ School Student Governments on March 3, 2013 

 
“We, the students and student government leaders of the University of Medicine and Dentistry of New Jersey 
(herein referred to as UMDNJ), do hereby establish and promulgate this manifesto on this twenty seventh 
day of September, two thousand and twelve. 

UMDNJ is an institution with 58 years of history, and throughout this time, it has seen generations upon 
generations of students and student government leaders come and go, and as its individual schools were 
being established one by one, it has also seen generations of such students and student leaders and student 
governing bodies operate within the silos of their individual schools. Several efforts were undertaken to 
create a forum where students and student leaders from all of UMDNJ could gather and discuss issues of 
importance, not only to the university and its constituents, but also issues inherent to the broader aspects of 
being a student in the biomedical and health sciences professions. In 2009, more than 55 years after its 
founding, and with the support of the university administration, most notably the Office of the President, 
UMDNJ was finally able to create such a forum: the UMDNJ Student Senate. 

The mission of the UMDNJ Student Senate is to serve as the official voice of the UMDNJ students on 
any and all issues of student concern, to serve as effective advocates for students and their student 
governments within central UMDNJ administration, and to facilitate increased inter-school student activities 
and involvement. 

Since its inception, the UMDNJ Student Senate has served as the impetus behind a great number of 
initiatives, which have transformed the way students and student leaders communicate and do business at 
UMDNJ. This includes the following: 

 Regularly holding meetings at which all 8 UMDNJ schools have been consistently represented, 
 Serving as an outlet for the coordination of inter-school student activities, including the Japan 

Relief Fund and the Knit-a-Square Project, just to name a few, 
 Providing a support structure for the promotion, distribution and dissemination of student, faculty 

and staff activities and events, 
 Assisting in the development of inter-school policy initiatives and recommendations to be 

presented to UMDNJ’s central administration, such as on financial aid issues and campus safety, 
 Coordinating student lobbying efforts at the local, regional and statewide level, 
 And encouraging students to support the mission of UMDNJ [To Teach, To Discover, To Heal, and 

To Care] through the award of service grants and coordination of assistance to projects that 
support this mission using an inter-disciplinary approach. 

More recently, with UMDNJ’s embracement of the concept of interprofessionalism, which represents the 
newly established methodology to do business in the biomedical and health sciences, the UMDNJ Student 
Senate has been working hard to invigorate the university with the spirit of interprofessionalism at the 
student level, by pursuing the following highly successful initiatives: 
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 Increased support for the Inter-Professional Grand Rounds (IPGR) via better promotion and 
greater student participation, 

 The quarterly publication of THE SCOPE, the newsletter and print voice of UMDNJ students, 
which continues to receive rave reviews from all cross-sections of the university, including from 
individuals at the highest levels of central administration, 

 The creation of the 1st interprofessional honor society in the United States of America, the 
Alpha Chi Chapter of Alpha Epsilon Lambda, the Graduate and Professional School Student 
Honor Society, which represents a milestone in the history of the health professions and bodes 
well for the positioning of the university in raising its status as a visionary leader in 
interprofessional education, service, research and collaborative practice, 

 The creation of a support structure to encourage increasingly greater levels of 
interprofessional collaboration at UMDNJ via the granting of inter-school club charters, 

 And investigations on the benefits of having the UMDNJ Student Senate become a member of the 
National Association of Graduate and Professional School Students, which could bring 
tremendous benefits and opportunities to all UMDNJ graduate and professional degree students, 
including discounted health insurance and access to student advocacy initiatives at the national 
level. 

We have been following the development of higher education trends within our state and have carefully 
examined the legislative bill entitled “The New Jersey Medical and Health Sciences Education Restructuring 
Act” (herein referred to as NJMHSERA), which has been signed into law as of August 22, 2012 and will 
officially transfer all schools and assets of UMDNJ to Rutgers, the State University of New Jersey, with the 
exception of the School of Osteopathic Medicine, which will be transferred to Rowan University. While we 
applaud the benevolent motives and promising implications of this initiative, we are concerned by the 
absence of clear support for the continued existence of a student government support structure that includes 
all UMDNJ schools, which is a role currently fulfilled by the UMDNJ Student Senate. In light of this new 
reality, and in order to ensure the continued success of university-wide student advocacy and governing at 
UMDNJ, we, the students and student leaders of the governing bodies of the individual schools of UMDNJ 
and of the UMDNJ Student Senate, do hereby declare: 

 Whereas the name UMDNJ will no longer exist as of July 1, 2013, as a result of the NJMHSERA, 
 Whereas the new educational, clinical, and research entity which we call our home shall be named the 

Rutgers Biomedical and Health Sciences (herein referred to as RBHS), 
 Whereas, although the exact name “Student Senate” does not currently exist at Rutgers University, it 

is a fact that the name “Senate” already exists at several student governing bodies at Rutgers 
University, most notably the Rutgers University Senate, which is a large, university-wide 
authoritative body that consists of elected students, faculty, staff and other appointed members that 
regularly makes policy and other recommendations to the Rutgers President and Board of Governors, 

 Whereas two of Rutgers University’s campuses’ (i.e. New Brunswick and Newark,) each have two 
large student governing bodies that represent their respective two student populations (i.e. 
graduate and undergraduate), 

 Whereas the Rutgers University-Camden campus has one large student governing body that 
represents both its graduate and undergraduate student populations, 

 Whereas all individual school academic units at Rutgers University elect at least one student as 
University Senator to represent their concerns at the level of the Rutgers University Senate, 
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with the number being incrementally greater than 1 depending on multiples of 1200 enrolled full-time 
equivalent students at that individual school, 

 And whereas NJMHSERA states that RBHS is to maintain all of its individual schools and will 
also consist of the Rutgers College of Nursing (herein referred to as RCN) and the Ernest Mario 
School of Pharmacy (herein referred to as EMSOP), implying the existence of 9 distinct academic 
schools, united under the overall administrative banner of RBHS, 

Be it resolved that: 

 It is clear to all parties, both within and outside of Rutgers University, that we fully support the 
continued existence of a united student governing body for all 9 schools and for all students of the 
new RBHS, 

 From this day forth, the student governing body of the new RBHS may be called the Rutgers 
Interprofessional Student Congress (herein referred to as RISC), which is to be made legally 
official on July 1, 2013, at the same time as the completion of the NJMHSERA transition, 

 RISC shall consist of 3 elected representatives per academic school unit, bringing the total number 
of elected representatives to twenty seven (27), up from the current number of twenty one (21), due to 
the addition of RCN and EMSOP, 

 For each school, these elected representatives shall consist of the student(s) elected University 
Senator(s), plus one (1) or two (2) additional elected student representatives, who will hold the title 
of School Representative(s), for a maximum of three (3) elected representatives per individual 
academic school unit, 

 Each of these three (3) elected representatives shall hold the title of, and thenceforth be referred to as, 
Student Congressman or Congresswoman at RBHS. 

 With the exception of these changes which are being made to allow RISC to better fit into the Rutgers 
University student government framework, no other changes are recommended to the current 
bylaws, standing rules, structure and mission of RISC, 

 No changes are recommended to the structure of the individual school student governing bodies 
at any of the nine (9) schools of RBHS, 

 It is made clear that we cordially invite the students and student leaders of RCN and EMSOP to 
formally join us as full partners in the establishment of RISC at RBHS, 

 This manifesto is to become the official position of the student leaders of RBHS upon the 
signature of their respective student government representatives, and the contents of this 
document shall be considered the will of said student governing bodies starting on July 1, 2013, 

 Amendments may be made to this document between September 27, 2012 and July 1, 2013, by 
majority vote of RISC. 

In witness and support thereof, we, the students and student leaders of RBHS, have hereunto affixed our 
names and signatures.” 

UMDNJ Student Senate 2012-2013 Executive Council: 
Name    School & Year  Position   
Christine White  NJMS, 2013            Senate Chair      

  Paul Boulos   SOM, 2014   Senate Vice Chair  
Yuri T. Jadotte, MD  SN, 2015        Senate Secretary      
Richard Arilotta  SPH, 2013   Senate Treasurer  
Michael Hayoun  NJMS, 2014          Senate IA Co-Chair  
William Cole   SHRP, 2015              Senate IA Co-Chair  
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News from the Vice Chair 

By Michael Hayoun, NJMS ’14 
Greetings UMDNJ Students! My name is 
Mike Hayoun and I am a NJMS student class 
of 2014. As your Vice Chair my main goal 
for the year is to help ease our transition to 
Rutgers and to make sure we have fair 
representation in our upcoming new home. 
As a Rutgers Alum and current member of 
staff I am excited to welcome my UMDNJ 
family to my Rutgers family. I expect to see 
some growing pains starting this summer, but I 
know we will get through them together. 
Please let me know if there is anything the 
Student Senate can assist you with as we move 
forward. 

Recount from the Treasurer 

By Shelly Uppal, GSBS ’13 

I have transitioned from University/Legislature 
affairs senator to Treasurer on the Executive 
Committee. I am eager to take on this new 
responsibility and thrilled to continue working 
with my amazing team and the new senators. 
Last year, one major initiative taken on by the 
UMDNJ senate was the preparation of funds, 
clothing, and food for Hurricane Sandy relief. 
The three UMDNJ campuses all collaborated 
together, and thus, we were able donate an 
immense amount of support and supplies. On 
Stratford campus, the organization Relay for 
Life was the first to combine two schools on 
the board. The collaboration between GSBS 
and SOM led to record-breaking donations 
toward cancer research. Following these 
examples, my goal for the upcoming year is 
to emphasize the need to collaborate. I 
would like to personally help organizations 
that aim to do this, and I hope that we might 
even be able to create a joint monetary fund 
for all of the campuses. 

With the changes occurring to UMDNJ, I think 
it is also very important to pre-emptively 
build good relations between the Senates of 
Rowan and Rutgers. Despite the new name 
changes that our university faces, we should 
still support each other and work together. 

A Minute Word from the Secretary - By Ashley Silakowski, RWJMS ’14 

I’m excited to be serving as the Secretary to the UMDNJ Student Senate this year, 
especially during this important transitional time. Throughout the upcoming year I 
will be maintaining a record of topics discussed at the Student Senate meetings 
and will make them accessible to the faculty and student body. I understand that 
everyone has a busy schedule and may not be able to sit in on a meeting, but keeping 
an eye on these minutes will allow you to keep your finger on the pulse of what is 
happening within the Student Senate and UMDNJ as a whole. I will be keeping the 
Student Senate webpage up-to-date with relevant information, files, and links so 
this will be a great central location to find all things Student Senate related. 
In keeping with the times, the Senate will use current social media outlets to help 
keep students informed about events within the greater UMDNJ community and 
within the Senate- so make sure you add us on Facebook and follow us on Twitter! 
 
Feel free to reach out to me at any time if you have questions about the Senate 
meeting minutes or materials on our website. Additionally, I encourage you to 
contact me if there is anything that you think should be added to the meeting agenda 
for the Senate to discuss. Remember, the Senate is here to represent the student 
body, and the best way for us to do that is to hear your opinions and discuss 
matters relevant to you! 

Chair’s Welcome - By Yuri T. Jadotte, SN/NJIT/RU ’15 

There is much ahead of us this year. Like the rest of UMDNJ, whether you are 
merging into Rutgers or Rowan, you will be affected by the many changes ahead, 
whether they relate to academic matters (ex. disciplinary policies), university affairs 
(ex. tuition, campus safety) or community-related issues. And as we have done since 
the Student Senate’s inception in 2009, we will continue to pursue student 
advocacy, particularly at the level of central administration. This is the first and 
foremost purpose of the Student Senate. To that effect, there are a number of goals I 
think we need to accomplish this year. In line with the administration’s main goal, 
we will continue to  make it our job to ensure that there is a smooth transition for all 
students, between now and July 1, 2013, as well as beyond that date. 
 
However, I believe that the real challenges will begin past July 1: once all the 
technical and logistical differences between UMDNJ and the other universities are 
hashed out, the process of merging organizational cultures begins. This is where my 
second goal comes in, and is already well underway: UMDNJ students will need to 
take a proactive stance in interacting and integrating with students from the 
other universities. This goes beyond simply saying hello and getting to know them 
as people (which we’ve already been doing anyway since the various campuses are 
literally across the street from each other), but rather delves into developing a shared 
appreciation of the revamped universities and a shared commitment to their success. 
We’ve begun by facilitating inter-school student activities, and encouraging 
interprofessionalism within UMDNJ, among other initiatives. 
 
Finally, our third major goal is to continue to serve as an outlet for student voice. 
Having a voice is an important initial step in developing a collective identity, and we 
at the Student Senate live for expanding student voice as much as possible. THE 
SCOPE is but one manifestation of this idea. Lastly, if you see me around, please 
don’t be shy to express your concerns or to just say hi! 
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thE scoop: Evidence Based Healthcare, Systematic Reviews & 
Patient Centered Outcomes Research – What You Should Know! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By Yuri T. Jadotte, SN/NJIT/RU ’15 

As members of the healthcare professions, we often 
encounter the terms evidence-based “blank” (insert “medicine”, 
“nursing”, “healthcare”, “decision-making”, “policy”, “practice”, 
and a slew of other terms). We also hear about the notions of patient 
centered healthcare or outcomes research. Often these terms are 
applied erroneously, and even when applied correctly, the message 
often gets lost in transition and translation. I say lost in transition 
because the messenger (read: student, faculty, or staff) uttering these 
words may not really grasp the meaning behind them, and lost in 
translation because the recipient (read: student, faculty, or staff) may 
either not understand the correct meaning of the term or not detect 
the error itself. This certainly makes for confusing communication 
all around. Add to that the ingrained differences in the 
communication patterns of the various professions and professionals, 
and you’ve got yourself a real challenge in healthcare, never mind 
the confusion this may pose for patients! So my thought here is to 
give a brief overview of what evidence-based “blank” really is, as 
well as comment on how it relates to patient-centered care. 

I’ll begin with a “throat-clearing sentence” (i.e. a general 
statement that is wide in scope yet allows one to then zoom in on a 
topic). Generally you are told not to do this in writing, but in this 
context, it is illustrative of what evidence-based healthcare does: that 
is, its main tenet is to gather as wide a base of evidence as is 
available and pertinent, then, by using a well-defined (clinical, 
research, or practice-related) question, zoom in on the highest 
quality evidence. If you remember anything from reading this 
article, this should be it. Ok, here we go. 

Healthcare delivery has become an incredibly complicated 
and complex endeavor. This is true not only for the patients who 
receive the care and for the clinicians who provide it, but also for the 
healthcare systems that are supposed to facilitate this interaction. 
Patients are living longer, with multiple chronic conditions, face a 
multitude of health care decisions, and have a wide variety of 
traditional and alternative treatments and solutions to choose from 
for their ailments (Institute of Medicine, 2001). These factors are 
making it ever more difficult for them to consistently make the best 
choices for their health. Let’s not even consider the role of 
healthcare literacy and other social determinants of health and all 
their implications for patient decision-making (I’ll leave that for 
another scoop article)! The bottom line for our purposes here is that 
the explosion of knowledge in the health sciences clearly poses a 
major decision-making challenge for patients. (continued on right) 

(continued from left) 
Simultaneously, this same explosion of 

knowledge in the biomedical and health sciences puts 
clinicians at a difficult crossroad due to substantial time 
constraints. This certainly applies to students (i.e. much of 
what you are studying/memorizing/learning is being 
revisited and revised as you study it, making it nearly 
impossible for you to truly stay current at all times of your 
own volition). Clinicians also face this challenge (perhaps 
even more so): they must chose to either practice their 
craft based primarily on the knowledge learned during 
their professional schooling and short continuing 
educational sessions, or they must decide to dedicate a 
substantial portion of their lives to keeping up with 
expanding knowledge in their field. The former is now 
recognized as being insufficient as a means to stay up-to-
date (Cooke, Irby, Sullivan, & Ludmerer, 2006). The latter 
is a daunting task and is also an extremely inefficient way 
of dealing with the aforementioned dilemma. 

For example, a recent article showed that more 
than 7,000 articles are published monthly in medical 
journals relating to primary care alone, and that primary 
care physicians would need to dedicate more than 600 
hours per month to stay completely current (Alper et al., 
2004)! The realization of this dilemma for both patients 
and clinicians gave rise to the field of evidence-based 
medicine, which is now more broadly known as evidence-
based healthcare and its numerous specialty-specific 
derivatives, such as evidence-based nursing and evidence-
based practice (Sackett, 1996; Slavin, 1986). 

So here’s the scoop! Evidence-based healthcare 
is founded on the idea that in order to facilitate the task of 
clinicians in managing ever mounting amounts of 
knowledge on health interventions and phenomena, as well 
as the ability of patients to navigate the sea of options 
available to them, there must be a process in place that 
guides the synthesis (read: the production, generation, or 
creation) of the best available evidence from the existing 
research literature for a particular patient population, 
with equal consideration given to clinical expertise, 
patient preferences, and the context of care (Holly, 
Salmond, & Saimbert, 2011). (continued on p. 7) 
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Hot topics – tHe senate’s pulse on uMDnJ:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Topics (for May 2013 issue): 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Is there is a student-related issue you want to write about? Do you want more lounge space in your school? Are the cafeteria hours on 
your campus too short? What is your opinion of the UMDNJ/Rutgers/Rowan merger? Are you having difficulty accessing a student 
service office? Email us and voice your opinion. That’s what “Hot Topics” is all about. Contact us at umdnjsenate@gmail.com. 

Hot Topics Poll 
Should students directly partake in the on-going merger discussions and 

transitional committee meetings? 
Click here: UMDNJ Student Participation in Merger Transition 

AND MUCH, MUCH MORE!!! Hot Topic: Updates on Student Health Insurance 
Policy; Hot Topic: Updates on UMDNJ-Rutgers-Rowan Mergers; Hot Topic: The 
National Association of Graduate and Professional Students & More Student Advocacy 

Evidence-Based Healthcare (continued from page 6) 
Other terms you will hear in this context include comparative effectiveness research, patient centered (outcomes) 

research (or care, decision-making, etc). There is even a new federal funding agency to support this type of research (known as 
PCORI, see www.pcori.org for more details), similar to how the NIH supports the randomized controlled clinical trials. The 
bottom line is, however, that they all relate to the above definition and aspects of evidence-based healthcare: 1-they are designed 
to help patients and clinicians decide what type of treatment or management is best given available options, 2-they emphasize the 
need to customize these treatments or interventions (I) for specific patient populations (P), whether or not you have a comparator 
(C) intervention or population, and for what purpose or outcome (O). Some of you will recognize the PICO acronym. If you 
don’t, it’s ok, just Google it and you will learn quite a bit. 
 So what drives evidence-based healthcare? How do we know what we are doing for a patient is evidence-based? We 
should not rely on the separate results of 1, 2 or even 3 randomized controlled trials, nor should we rely on anecdotal evidence or 
expert opinion alone, without having first made a concerted and systematic attempt to find all relevant evidence for our question! 
Systematic reviews have emerged as the accepted research method to generate the best evidence for a particular clinical 
question from the research literature. A systematic review is a rigorous research methodology whereby at least two researchers 
develop a pre-established, peer-reviewed protocol in order to select studies relevant to a specific clinical question and to appraise 
their quality with regards to their risk of bias, and to synthesize results in a way that provide a valid and reliable response to the 
clinical question (Holly et al., 2011; Shemitt, Mugford, Vale, Marsh, & Donaldson, 2012). (continued on page 9) 
 
 

THE SCOOP: Translational Health Science? 
What it Means and Why it Matters! 
(public domain image, obtained from 
http://www.ncats.nih.gov/research/cts/cts.html) 
 

mailto:umdnjsenate@gmail.com
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/12opC2Uu_b6YafOBTvz-me4-LZyV23Lr4S7vkUp72DUE/viewform
http://www.pcori.org/
http://www.ncats.nih.gov/research/cts/cts.html
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stuDent spotligHt 

2012-2013 School of Nursing Student 
Government Association – Newark 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Goings on at the School of 

Nursing 

     The School of Nursing SGA was 
busy with a number of events this past 
semester. Students took time to 
volunteer at Saint Theresa's 
Missionaries of Charity Soup Kitchen. 
Volunteers assisted with preparing the 
food, setting up, serving meals, 
cleaning up, and washing dishes. It 
was very organized, and very much 
appreciated. Students describe the 
experience as a great time, and worth 
the effort. Past graduates can still be 
found there cutting up pies and 
washing dishes. So if you have some 
time, why not spend a few hours at the 
local soup kitchen. For more 
information, contact the SN-SGA.  
     The board members took a trip to 
Atlantic City to attend the New Jersey 
State Nurses Association 2012 
Professional Summit. The theme was 
“Superior Practice: Improving 
Outcomes”. The students had the 
opportunity to sit in on some very 
motivating and enlightening seminars. 
One of the speakers was Marla 
Weston, American Nurse Association 
CEO. Her topic was “Health Care at a 
Turning Point: Seizing the 
Opportunity”. She spoke of the need 
for nurses to demand a voice in 
politics and healthcare. She advocated 
for nurses to strive for leadership roles 
and continue in the efforts to improve 
the nursing field.  She was one of the 
many inspirational and accomplished 
nurses at the summit. The students 
also had the pleasure of meeting the 
board members from the Stratford 
campus. They discussed the program 
and their experiences over lunch. It 
was a very encouraging trip to say the 
least. Nursing students have an 
abundance of opportunities and 
mentors awaiting them after nursing 
school. (continued on right) 

Picture 3. 
Volunteers 
getting ready 
to distribute 
the Halloween 
Bags. 

(continued from left) 
A fun Halloween treat for 
the children at University 
Hospital was planned as a 
joint venture between the 
SN-SGA and SPH-SGA. 
Presidents, Danielle 
Massaro and Jennifer 
Vergeon brought the two 
schools together to collect 
donations of toys, books, 
dolls, videos, and other 
goodies. The donations 
were organized into 
baggies that were 
distributed to the children. 
Volunteers involved in the 
distribution described the 
children as grinning and 
excited to have received 
the gifts. It was a very 
successful and 
heartwarming event.      
     The other event we 
wish to highlight is the 
Holiday Adopt-A-Family. 
It has turned into a 
tradition for the school of 
nursing, and is a favorite 
among many. Family 
profiles are acquired from 
Apostle House and 
donations are collected 
accordingly. The 
donations are wrapped by 
volunteers and distributed 
to the families in need. It 
was a grand and fulfilling 
endeavor. Thanks to all 
those who were able to 
donate or volunteer! In 
the future, we would love 
to have even more helping 
hands. On behalf of the 
SN-SGA, we thank you 
and we look forward to 
working with you all! 

Picture 1. 
Students at 
Saint 
Theresa's 
Charity 
Soup 
Kitchen. 

Picture 2. 
Newark and 
Stratford SGA 
Board 
Members at 
the New 
Jersey State 
Nurses 
Association 
2012 
Professional 
Summit. 

Picture 4. 
Volunteers 
with the 
children at 
the 
Halloween 
event. 



  

 

 
Eight Schools, One Voice  February 2013, Page 9 

THE SCOPE is an independent publication authored by UMDNJ students and edited and approved by the Student Senate at UMDNJ.  Any views, opinions, 
and representations presented in THE SCOPE are solely those of its authors and do not necessarily represent those of the leadership, faculty and staff of 
UMDNJ, nor reflect UMDNJ policy.  UMDNJ does not control the content of THE SCOPE and is not responsible, and accepts no liability, for its content. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

classifieDs & news You can use 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Evidence-Based Healthcare (continued from page 7) 
More succinctly, systematic reviews form the foundation of evidence-based healthcare because they 

take into consideration all the factors that allow clinicians and patients to confidently make decisions, while at 
the same time not requiring that those same clinicians and patients go out and generate the answer themselves 
from the massive and growing body of scientific knowledge in the health sciences. 
 So I will end here for now. I know I am leaving many of you with perhaps more questions than answers, 
but remember the goal was to get a feel for what is meant by evidence-based “blank”, and I hope you have gotten 
that from this article. If you want more details, feel free to email me, ask a professor (and test their knowledge of 
evidence based healthcare!), discuss with each other, or Google it. It is well worth your time, as current or future 
clinicians or other biomedical and health science professionals, to be fully cognizant of the meaning and 
implications of this phenomenon. (finished with references listed on page 16) 

RU-Info is looking for students to work as Information Assistants in the Rutgers Information Center. The 
Information Assistant position is responsible for answering a wide variety of inquiries that come into the main 
information center for the university. This position requires patience, professionalism, and a willingness to learn. 
Information Assistants need to balance representing the university while sharing a personal student perspective, 
and the ability to tolerate and adapt to a wide range of situations.  
 

Starting Wage: 
$7.25/hour to start 
 

Training: 
10-35 hours of paid training to commence, once hired 
 

Hours of Operation:  
8:30 a.m.-8:30 p.m., Monday through Friday 
10:00 a.m-4:00 p.m., Saturday and Sunday 
Hours may fluctuate during special events or emergencies 
 

Schedule: 
10-12 hours per week is required (including final exam periods), scheduled around your academic class schedule 
 

Work Location: Davidson Hall, 96 Davidson Road, Busch Campus, Rutgers University, New 
Brunswick, NJ 
 

More Information? Call 732-445-5745, or email: cishiring@rucampusinfo.rutgers.edu 

Are you or do you know a UMDNJ Student, Faculty or Staff member who uses Microsoft Office? Is your version totally 
out of date, i.e. earlier than 2010 for PCs, 2011 for Macs? Did you know you can get a copy of the entire Microsoft 
Office suite (for Macs and PCs) for dirt cheap? Normally the suite cost $150+, but you can get it for your home 
computer for $10!!! Check out the UMDNJ IST Website: http://istreg.umdnj.edu; select “Microsoft Home Use Program”, 
enter your UMDNJ username and password, check the agreement, then check your email for instructions on how to select 
your preferred format (CD or download), pay $10 for it and…Voila!! I have been using this since 2011!  – By Yuri Jadotte 
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http://ruinfo.rutgers.edu/
http://ur.rutgers.edu/node/783
mailto:cishiring@rucampusinfo.rutgers.edu
http://istreg.umdnj.edu/


 APRIL 12TH, 2013   

PUBLIC HEALTH 
PRACTICE: THE REAL 
WORLD EDITION 

All UMDNJ Staff and Students:  

The School of Public Health is hosting a networking opportunity!  

Come to hear from and interact with one-on-one real public health 

professionals and practitioners. Space is limited, so RSVP by 

emailing Samira Hachil at hachilsa@umdnj.edu with subject 

header “Public Health Practice Event”, your name and how many.  

Everyone is invited!  

 
 

 
        MEET WITH  

REAL WORLD  

PUBLIC HEALTH 

PRACTITIONERS!            

 

PROFESSIONALS 

FROM: 

 LOCAL HEALTH 

DEPARTMENTS,  

CDC, 

NONGOVERNMENT 

PROGRAMS, 

 AND MORE!  
 

 

FREE DINNER! 

(SPACE IS LIMITED) 

 

RAFFLE WITH 

PRIZES!  

 

DRESS CODE: 

BUSINESS CASUAL 

    

SCHOOL OF PUBLIC 

HEALTH: STUDENT 

GOVERNMENT 

ASSOCIATION EVENT  

Rosemary Gellene Room  
 Medical Science Building 

Friday, April 12th, 2013 

5:00 – 8:00 pm  

 

 

 

 

mailto:hachilsa@umdnj.edu
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Scoping out: Interprofessional Grand Rounds Continue in 
Stratford – Newark and New Brunswick Take Note! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scoping out: Thank you note from the President of the NJ 
Chapter of the American College of Osteopathic Family Physicians for 
the Student Senate’s and Stratford’s Hurricane Sandy Relief Efforts! 

 

 

By Paul Boulos, SOM ‘14 
The 2012-2013 Inter-
Professional Grand Rounds 
series at the Stratford Campus 
began with a simulated case 
conference on “An Inter-
Professional Approach to 
Care of a Child with 
Autism.” The Inter-
Professional Grand Rounds 
series highlights the benefits to 
patients when healthcare 
professionals work together as 
a team.  The theater in the 
round style event on Tuesday 
November 13th, 2012 was 
host to over 140 students and 
sponsored by the School of 
Public Health, the Graduate 
School of Biomedical 
Sciences, the School of 
Health Related Professions 
and the School of Osteopathic 
Medicine.  The case focused 
on a team approach to a 
pediatric patient with autism in 
which panelist engaged in 
direct conversations over the 
management and treatment of 
the disorder. (continued on 
right) 

(continued from left) Panelist case discussions where headed by Dr. Jacqueline Kaari, DO, 
FACOP, FAAP the associate professor and acting chair of Pediatrics at UMDNJ-SOM, and 
included Jamie Luliucci, MSN, RN, CNP instructor of Pediatrics at SOM, Dr. Laura Phillips, 
DPT, assistant professor of Rehabilitation and Movement Sciences at SHRP, Dr. Patty Vitale, 
MD, MPH, Adjunct Assistant professor, Epidemiology at SPH, and Dr. Jane Ziegler, DCN, RD, 
LCD, Nutritional Science SHRP.  The simulated case presentation allowed students to grasp the 
importance of orienting patient centered healthcare to optimize information under a team 
approach in which treatment and management of illness are decided in the patient’s best interest. 
The continuing success of the Inter-Professional Grand Rounds series is largely attributed to the 
tireless efforts of Vivian Lubin, Chief Operating Officer of UMDNJ-SOM, and the faculty 
administration at UMDNJ-Stratford.  Their commitment to establishing an inter-professional 
approach to teach and provide health science education to the students has been invaluable.  The 
series continues in the spring with a focus on “Improving Geriatric Patient Care”. 
 

Thanks so much for responding.....I'm sure the clothes will make it to those in need......as an alum I'm 
moved by everyone's swift response to my request for help.  My patients and I thank you all. Never 
been more proud to be part of the SOM family.  Please forward this email and my gratitude. 

Dr. Antonios Tsompanidis 
Dr. Antonios Tsompanidis, DO, FACOFP    Reprinted with permission of author 
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Random ShotS! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Foregound: Administrative Complex (ADMC) on Bergen Street at the UMDNJ Newark 
Campus. Background: View of Downtown Newark from Stanley Bergen Building! 
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Random ShotS! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Forergound (L to R). Student Housing Complex & Norfolk Deck; NJ Dental School, 
Medical Science Building, University Hospital & Ambulatory Care Canter; P2 Deck & 

Doctors Office Center. Background: Downtown Newark, with 12th Ave in diagonal. 

Do you want to contribute to random shots? Email us your pics at umdnjsenate@gmail.com 

mailto:umdnjsenate@gmail.com
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FYI: Senate General MeetInG MInuteS 12-02-12 

Agenda – Sunday December 2, 2012 
Fourth Quarterly Meeting, Stratford Campus 

 
Attendees: 
In person: Christine White (NJMS, Chair), Jermey Taylor (SPH, AA Co-Chair), Courtney (SN-Stratford), 
Shelly Uppal (GSBS-Stratford), Osman Abbasi (SOM), Paul Boulos (SOM, Vice Chair), Bill Cole (SHRP, IA 
Co-Chair) 
 
Over the phone: Dewan (SOM), Yuri Jadotte (SN-Newark, Secretary), Gerard Limerick (GSBS-
Piscataway), Arabelle Costello (NJDS), Mike Hayoun (NJMS, IA Co-Chair), Kiauntee Murray (NJMS, CS Co-
Chair), Richard Arilotta (SPH, Treasurer, CS Co-Chair), Rich Lebano (RWJMS) 
 

I. Call to order 
a. Meeting was called to order at 12:15 PM. 
b. Aside: Christine stated that this is the last meeting for this year. The next meeting will 

be mainly for elections to executive positions in the Student Senate. 
II. Roll call 
III. Approval of agenda 

a. Approved unanimously. 
IV. Approval of minutes 

a. Approved unanimously. 
V. Bills 

a. The SCOPE newsletter editorial role: Yuri discussed two ideas; first, making at least 
one of the Executive Council members a de facto editor, plus have at least one other 
editor, and second, making responsibility for producing and publishing THE SCOPE a 
part of a committee or its own separate committee. Christine thinks that it sounds 
appropriate to have it as a subcommittee of academic affairs. Jermey agreed with this. 
Christine volunteered to write the bill for it for the next meeting. Christine also 
mentioned that we should perhaps make those elected positions. Bill agrees. 

b. Aside: Christine also mentioned that there will be another bill at the February meeting 
to formally change the name of the Senate. 

VI. Committee reports – quarterly reports 
a. University and Legislative Affairs: Shelly said UDP and the PhD students worked 

together for the clothing drive. The President of the Family Med Association of NJ has 
sent a letter thanking UMDNJ for this effort, and we should include it in THE SCOPE. 
She also discussed updates on security, and wants to do a poll on student safety at 
UMDNJ, also to be included in THE SCOPE. She also discussed the UMDNJ Ball, and 
wanted to know how the Senate can contribute. Christine asked when the ball would 
be. Shelly believes close to April or May. Christine mentioned that it may be best to 
decide the Senate's contribution at the February meeting, but in the meantime we can 
have a discussion with the Treasurer. Shelly said they are trying to celebrate all 8 
schools: it would first be cocktail hour, followed by short 10-minute discussions about 
each school, and a party afterward. Shelly will bring exact details in February. 
Christine wanted details on whether there will be some fundraising, and whether 
tickets will be sold and will be cheaper for students. Jermey said to be sure to have all 
logistics ready for a vote in February, and he think SPH Piscataway could potentially 
support the event. Yuri mentioned that we should contact all the school SGA's since 
many of them have decent sized budgets. Christine concurred, and she said that many 
school have been looking for an opportunity in meeting students from other school. 
Christine said that we will also ask Dr. Rodgers to support this as well, as she has said 
she is open to these types of ideas. 

b. Internal Affairs 
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i. Senate Name & Structure: Mike said he has to do more follow-up on this, 

especially with the Rutgers schools. Bill also stated that he has more work to 
do on this. He will investigate what Rutgers will allow us to do. Christine said 
that at this point it is important to start getting documented support from the 
2 Rutgers schools, especially at the student government level. 

c. Community Service 
i. Sandy Hurricane Relief: Kiauntee reported that we had a good turnout and got 

a lot of stuff together to give to shelters. The Newark initiatives will be running 
until December 14th. Also, so far we've raised $925 for the Red Cross. Richard 
said SPH in Piscataway has been really aggressive with this effort. 

ii. Aside: He also stated that he has built a closed loop of communication with 
schools without having to depend on the SGA's. He contacted several school 
administrative offices, and we have their support in contacting their students 
directly via email. Christine believes it would be beneficial if we could find a 
way to standardize this contact info. Rich will add this information to the 
Senate Roster on Google Docs. Christine said that this is a good idea because 
every once in a while a school falls through the cracks, and Rich said this is why 
it is beneficial to go through the administrative offices. 

d. Academic Affairs 
i. University Day, September 27: Jermey said that University Day went well, and 

the Student Senate Recognition awards were given out and appreciated. 
ii. Aside: Paul also discussed the last interprofessional grand rounds in Stratford. 

There were 140 students present, and many fields speaking, including 
Genetics, Nutrition, and Medicine. This format was slightly different, more of a 
theater and discussion style than your typical grand rounds. Paul said it's 
starting to really be a tradition now, and thinks the Senate should try to make 
it happen more frequently. He believes the merger transition has slowed faster 
progress on this. He said it was recorded and is available on the my.UMDNJ.edu 
portal. He will also prepare a blurb for the next issue of THE SCOPE. Christine 
wanted to know how the administrators would like to get a student involved. 
Paul said that they have asked him about this, and they think the Student 
Senate's involvement is critical. Paul thinks it may be beneficial to add this role 
to the Vice Chair position of the Senate. 

iii. AEL Progress Report: Yuri said there were 46 complete applications, 2/3 from 
SOM, for the founding cohort. We should have a response 1 week before 
Christmas. We also had 46 incomplete applications, 1/2 from SOM, for the 
Spring 2013 cohort. Once founders are selected, the application process will re-
open for more for Spring 2013. We will need the Senate's assistance in terms of 
locating a school venue for the founding induction ceremony. It will probably 
need to be on the New Brunswick campus given its central location. Christine 
said that we can talk to Lacretia about getting a room, although perhaps we 
may want a nicer room than where the Senate meetings are held. Bill said that 
there is a nice reception hall where we could have this. Christine said that she 
would also support having some refreshments at this reception, financed by the 
Senate. Bill wanted to know how long the application process will be. Yuri 
clarified that there are two inductions per year, Fall and Spring, and the 
application cycle lasts at least 4 weeks, but will be determined by the students 
selected as founders. 

VII. Officer reports 
a. Chair: Christine discussed elections the February meeting, and said this usually takes a 

lot of active effort from all Senate members. This is important because we first need to 
get the schools to elect Senators, and then we need to let these Senators know about 
the positions they can run for. Mike volunteered to help with the latter. Bill will be a 
little more proactive with SHRP, but he said that he will begin to teach in January 2013 
so he needs to help them fill in seats quickly. Christine volunteered to go to SGA 
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meetings to discuss this. Yuri said that we need to be more aggressive about contacting 
the SGA's. Christine said she will work with Rich to update the contact list, find out 
when the school SGA's are meeting, and different senators can go to their meetings. 

b. Vice Chair: a big problem is that we may need to have the Senator elections separate 
from the other SOM elections. Paul also discussed the fact that there is a lot of 
negativity going on in social media forums. He thinks perhaps we should send out an 
email asking students to be more respectful, and he doesn't want this to cause 
administrators to block student's ability to send mass emails to their peers. Christine 
said that we should perhaps consider supporting a policy for adequate behavior via 
social media. Paul said that it has been about professors, or other gripes that they 
have, and even cheat sheets. Osman wanted to know if other campuses and schools 
have this problem, and there consensus that it is present at other schools. Paul said 
that at SOM, the problem is negative Facebook posts and not the listserves. There is 
also a problem of students sending out direct emails to professors that are 
inappropriate. Christine said we will work on this. 

c. Secretary 
i. UMDNJ Student Senate at RU-SBHS – The 2012 Student Manifesto: Yuri asked 

for feedback. Christine said the goal was to get the SGA's support on this, but it 
is harder to get non-Senators to read it, so she suggested having a conference 
call meeting on December 12 at 9PM, to discuss this with all the SGA's. 
Courtney said that it may be best to put "SGA" in the subject of the emails we 
send; otherwise they may just be deleted. Yuri said we need to talk to the 
Rutgers schools about this ASAP. Bill said we should be aware that everyone at 
Rutgers is probably really hesitant about this. Christine said we should still be 
prepared on our side as a Senate and we need to nevertheless try to reach out 
to them even though there is uncertainty. 

ii. National Association of Graduate and Professional Students (NAGPS): 
1. Conference report: it was an informative experience, from student 

advocacy to networking. Yuri stated that he also presented there, and 
that he was awarded a travel grant. 

2. Membership pros & cons: Yuri stated that he supports joining NAGPS 
overall, but he thinks we should perhaps hold off for now because their 
health insurance option, which is a critical reason why we would want 
to join, is not available for the State of NJ. He does not know why this 
is the case but will find out. 

3. Avoid-the-fiscal-cliff campaign: NAGPS is leading a national online 
petition campaign to show that graduate students oppose the fiscal 
cliff, as it would have tremendous effects on education and research 
budgets nationally. There was general consensus that it is a good idea 
for us to support this initiative, but we should do it through the SGA's 
and not send an email out to all students. 

iii. THE SCOPE Newsletter: Yuri said it is ready. There is a general consensus that 
it may be best not to use the names "Rutgers Interprofessional Student 
Congress" and "Rutgers Biomedical and Health Sciences" since we are not there 
yet officially. There is also a concern that SOM would be excluded if we 
maintain the name "Rutgers" in there anyway. 

1. Motion by Christine to approve THE SCOPE was seconded. Approved 
unanimously provisionally, pending these and other revisions and 
additions to be made by the Senate prior to publication. 

iv. Aside: Yuri also mentioned that SOM should also try to figure out how it will fit 
into the Rowan student government framework. Paul and Osman said that SOM 
is in contact with Rowan and Cooper Medical School, and they are trying to 
figure this out. 

d. Treasurer: Rich wanted to know if we have any reassurances that our funds will not be 
re-allocated to Rutgers, especially since we have not spent our funds fully and have 
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carried over money every year. Christine said there are no guarantees, and even if we 
spoke to Dr. Rodgers this would not give us a guarantee either given the uncertainly on 
future leadership at UMDNJ. Bill stated that here is no way to formally protect our 
funds, although we may be able to get a better feel for how they will do this. Rich also 
thinks we should talk to Rutgers to find out about how funding is currently allocated to 
the Rutgers SGA's. Christine said we should consider spending more money, so that we 
can get Rutgers to understand that we are active, by spending on AEL, more community 
service, the UMDNJ Ball, and even paraphernalia with the Student Senate's new name. 

i. Aside: Rich inquired whether we should consider speaking to the Rutgers 
Senate. Bill said we should not expect too much from speaking to either the 
UMDNJ Faculty Senate or the Rutgers Senate. Yuri brought up that perhaps we 
should consider joining NAGPS after all. Christine said that we need to have an 
in-depth discussion about NAGPS and we can have a formal vote on joining 
NAGPS at the February 2013 meeting. Bill said that we should find out whether 
or not Rutgers could decide that our joining NAGPS is invalid. Yuri said he will 
investigate this with the NAGPS national board, to see if we would have some 
legal recourse in that case. 

VIII. Public sector 
IX. Elections 

a. Outstanding senator positions: Christine mentioned that SN needs additional Senators, 
as well as RWJMS. Courtney wanted to know more about the Senate so she can report 
to her SGA and school about this. Christine will have a discussion with her after the 
meeting. 

X. Adjournment 
a. Meeting adjourned at 2:30 PM. 
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Follow us on: 

 @UMDNJ_Senate 

 UMDNJ Student Senate 

 UMDNJSenate 

 UMDNJ Student Senate 

 

UMDNJ Student Senate 
65 Bergen Street, Suite 1551, Newark, NJ 07101-1709 

umdnjsenate@gmail.com or studentsenate@umdnj.edu, Tel: (973) 310-2781 
 

Please leave a message, we will return your call and/or address your concern! 
 

UMDNJ Senate Website 
https://sites.google.com/site/umdnjstudentsenate/ 
http://www.umdnj.edu/acadweb/studentsenate/ 

 
Senate Standing Committees Descriptions & Co-Chairs/Contact Persons 

 
Academic Affairs: Develops and maintains a good relationship with the administration and faculty to 
address student concerns, including student academic issues such as student advising, course offerings, 
research and scholarship opportunities. Email: Binni at patel262@umdnj.edu for more info or to join. 
  
Community Service: Develops and coordinates community service efforts among students from various 
schools. Email: Myan at patel262@umdnj.edu or Nancy at patel262@umdnj.edu for more info or to join. 
  
Internal Affairs: Addresses internal matters of the Student Senate, such as changes to the Constitution 
and Standing Rules, removal of officers, loss of Senate voting privileges, and committee attendance. 
Email: Sachi at patel262@umdnj.edu for more info or to join. 
 
Legislative Affairs/University Affairs: the Legislative Affairs arm of this committee advocates for 
student interests at the local, state and federal levels on pertinent issues, remains as non-partisan and 
unaffiliated with the UMDNJ administration as possible, and organizes annual lobbying efforts in 
coordination with Office of Government Affairs and local budget hearings. The University Affairs arm of 
this committee addresses non-academic student concerns, working with the administration to resolve 
them. Email: Shalom at patel262@umdnj.edu or Preeya at patel262@umdnj.edu for more info or to join. 
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