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Agenda  Sunday May 6, 2012 
Second Quarterly Meeting, Newark Campus 

 
Attendees: 
In person: Christine White (NJMS Senator, Chair); Yuri Jadotte (SN Senator); Lee Flowers (NJMS Proxy, 
Outgoing Chair); Michael Hayoun (NJMS Senator); Bill Cole (SHRP Senator); Sri Ram Pentakotra (SPH 
Proxy), Deidra Hollingsworth (SN Senator); Eileen Danaher (NJDS Senator); Varun Malik (SPH Senator); 
Fred Brown (SPH Senator), Arabelle Castillo (NJDS Senator) 
 
Over the phone: Alanna Guzman (GSBS Member-‐at-‐Large); Dewan Fahima (SOM Senator); Paul Boulos 
(SOM Senator); Stephanie Flaherty (SOM Senator); Shelly Uppal (GSBS Senator); Richard Arilotta (SPh 
Senator); Nakul Raykar (Guest) 
 

I. Call to order 
a. The meeting was called to order at 3:10PM 

II. Roll call 
a. The meeting was attended by 17 individuals. 

III. Approval of agenda 
a.  

IV. Approval of minutes 
a. The minutes from the February 19, 2012 meeting were unanimously approved without 

corrections. 
V. Bills 

a. Discussion of governing of university clubs by the Senate 
i. Christine began the discussion about the fact that there is currently no process 

for student organizations to work together across schools. This issue is even 
more pertinent because of the fact that CAC, a student organization between 
GSBS and SOM, has come into some issues dealing with the fact that its 
membership comes from two different schools. 

ii. Aside: Nakul came onto the conference call at 3:20PM. Lee awarded a 
certificate, signed by Nakul, to Christine. Christine also took some time to 

 
b. Bill to Grant the UMDNJ Student Senate the authority to grant student organization 

charters, as well as related policies and procedures 
i. 

Shelly mentioned that CAC just needs an officially-‐recognized name or status 

approval before it can form. Christine believes that we should still look at this 
bill as a path for allowing the Senate to charter student orgs in the future; it is 
a way to support and encourage students to support each other and work 
together. Paul discussed this with the SOM Dean and faculty/staff, and said 
they supported the idea of the charter, but they felt concerned about the lack 
of a support structure from the university for these clubs. There is also a need 
for school senators to follow-‐up with their inter-‐schools clubs on their 
campuses. Funding-‐wise, it will be a difficult issue. Christine agrees with the 
idea of having a follow-‐up bill to amend the role of Senators in this way. Lee 
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supports the idea of the Senate chartering organizations. A concern was 
brought up about need the blessing of the administration. Bill is primarily still 

everyone that we already have a precedent for this (i.e. the Christian Medical 
Dental Association and CAC). Yuri brought up the fact that while there is a 
precedent, there is no process to encourage student to collaborate across 
schools. Fred and Varun emphasized the need to discuss this proposal 

 Shelly discussed how CAC was 
formed based on who was willing to get involved from the schools. The Senate 
discussed how this bill will not resolve many issues, such as funding. Yuri 
emphasized that this bill explicitly says that funding will not be provided to 
student orgs by default at this time, but the Senate can address this issue in 
the long run. 

ii. Motion by Bill to pass this bill. Tabled for further discussion. 
iii. Eileen brought up the point that delaying passage of this bill would really be 

n since the summer is a good time for clubs to get 
started, as opposed to waiting until September. 

iv. 

this, but does not mean the Senate can award charters just yet. Motion 
approved unanimously. 

v. Motion by Sri to approve the rest of the bill as is after the word change in the 
title as motioned by Bill. 

1. In person: 9-‐1-‐0. Over the phone: 4-‐0-‐0. Final vote: 13-‐1-‐0. 
vi. 

the Senate regarding the content of this bill and the issue of inter-‐school 
student org charters: NJMS  Christine, SHRP  Bill, SN/Stratford  Yuri; 
SN/Newark  Deidre, SPH/Piscataway -‐ Varun, SPH/Newark  Fred, SOM  Paul, 
RWJMS  Varun and Christine, GSBS: Christine, NJDS  Eileen. 

c. Bill to charter student organization, the Haitian Health Professions Student 
Association (HPSA) 

i. Motion by Yuri to table this bill. Unanimously approved. 
ii. Eileen mentioned an idea for this student group to look into, www.fhhh.org. 

d. The SCOPE Newsletter 
i. The newsletter was presented and reviewed. There was positive feedback 

overall. 
ii. Motion to approve The SCOPE was unanimously approved. 
iii. Aside: it was made clear that the Student Senate does not have a formal 

further at a later date. 
iv. Aside: Yuri reminded everyone to please fill out the Senator profile sheet. 

VI. Committee reports  quarterly reports 
a. University and Legislative Affairs 

i. Student Health Clinic Issue: Sri wanted to approach Dr. Rodgers, but a few 
students wanted to approach the clinic director Dr. Schroeder first. However, 

http://www.fhhh.org/
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she will be leaving the university soon, thus the next channel is to speak to the 
next director Dr. Brazeau. Christine and Sri will follow-‐up. The issue is that 
only some students at UMDNJ can participate in the Student Health Clinic. 
Eileen brought up the issue of the Student Health Clinic availability and 

meeting with Dr. Brazeau. 
ii. Cafeteria Hours Issue: the Senate was given an update on the possible 

expansion of cafeteria hours. Dr. Owens was open to the idea. 
iii. UMDNJ Merger Issue: Lee mentioned that we should speak to Thaddeus Diggs 

about staying in the loop for this issue, and that the Senate should ask to be on 
the governmental relations committee (GRC) list. 

b. Internal Affairs 
i. Senator orientation: Mike and Bill want to do a Senator Orientation in order to 

make the roles of the position more clear. Mike will work on a YouTube 
orientation for the new Senators. 

ii. Mike also made a call for more Senators on the IA committee. It is important 
for Senators to follow-‐up with and stay involved in their committees. 

c. Community Service 
i. 

grant was awarded from a conference call last week to the UMDNJ Stem Cell 
Society in the amount of $130 to prepare brochures for an off-‐campus event. 

ii. Spring Food Drive: the annual drive is on-‐going, and is scheduled to end on May 
12. So far there is a full box collected. 

iii. SG Komen Race: The Senate is participating in the SG Komen Race for the first 
time this year. Committee members raised $170. Donations will go to Mobile 
Mammography (a free screening program for breast cancer) 

iv. Richard has some ideas that he is working on with Alanna. They will forward 
the contact info for all of these activities to the Senate. 

v. Newark Gardening Project: Mike will contact Will to follow-‐up on this, after 
Step 1 studying is over. 

d. Academic Affairs 
i. Discussions from this committee tabled until Varun returns. 

VII. Officer reports 
a. Chair 

i. Long-‐term strategy for relationship with the university administration: this is 

coming into conflict with the university administration. 
ii. Disciplinary Action Issue: Lee brought up an update on this. The Senate has 

existed for 3 years now. The administration has gradually become less 

ting another 
meeting with her. Lee brought up the disciplinary action suggestions that the 

the issues brought up by the Senate have been resolved, which does not appear 
to be the case. Bill also brought up the fact that the UMDNJ Academic Affairs 
Committee is discussing the disciplinary action policy, and that it seems at this 
time that some of the faculty members appear to be in support of some of the 
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same changes that the Senate is proposing. Lee added that the Faculty Council 
seems to agree with some of our ideas as well on this issue. Christine is 
meeting on May 7 with Lacretia to discuss the expectations for our meetings 
with Dr. Rodgers, particularly given the fact that UMDNJ is in a transition 
period at this time. The fact that the Senate should consider the Star Ledger 
option in terms of the disciplinary action issue was brought up again, The 
Senate is considering whether this is an appropriate strategy. Eileen mentioned 
that the Senate should be careful about approaching a newspaper because this 
may have a negative impact on the schools and the value of our diplomas as a 
whole. There was consensus on this point. Bill pointed out that this issue is still 
a major concern because the disciplinary policies, as written as of now, give 
the administration carte blanche in terms of how to discipline students. 

iii. public 
response for the disciplinary action issue. Unanimously approved. 

iv. Motion by Lee to allow the following individuals to be on that committee: Lee, 
Yuri, Christine, Eileen, Sri, Mike. Unanimously approved. 

v. New Conference Call Number Issue: tabled by Christine for the next meeting. 
b. Vice Chair 

i. Interprofessional Grand Rounds (IPGR): they went well. More plans to continue 
this on the Stratford campus. 

ii. Mental health taskforce: first meeting will be on Monday May 14, Newark. Paul 
will follow-‐up on this. 

iii. 
 

c. Secretary 
i. Yuri asked everyone to fill out the senator profile form. It will be sent via email 

as well, to be returned ASAP. 
d. Treasurer 

i. Grant approved for $130 for inter-‐school project on stem cells. Christine will 
follow-‐up with him on disbursement. 

ii. Richard will send his updates to Yuri and Christine for the newsletter. 
VIII. Public sector 

a. No new items for discussion. 
IX. Elections 

a. Secretary 
i. Motion for Yuri Jadotte to be elected Secretary of the Student Senate. 

Unanimously approved. 
b. Academic Affairs (AA) Committee Co-‐Chair 

i. Jeremy Taylor from SPH has submitted a statement to be nominated for the 
position of Co-‐Chair of the AA committee. Sri Brought up the concern of having 
both AA Co-‐Chairs be from the same school. 

ii. Motion for Jeremy Taylor to serve as AA Co-‐Chair. Unanimously approved. 
c. Outstanding senator positions 

i. SN is working on electing its two remaining senators. Yuri has made the SN SGA 
at Stratford aware of this and they are working on it. Deidre will speak to SN 
SGA in Newark since she is graduating soon. Fred is acting as SPH Senator. 
There is still one opening for GSBS Senator. 
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ii. Aside: Lee gave some certificates to the outgoing members of the Senate. 
X. Photo 
XI. Adjournment 

a. The meeting was adjourned at 6PM 


