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3 Things for you to know about UMass Amherst

 Faculty–dedicated teachers with superb reputations and 
extensive industry contacts; internationally recognized; 
highly responsive to student needs; active as researchers, 
teachers, and scholars.

 Student Experience–a series of smaller communities within 
the context of a major, national, research university.

 A community committed to students-an opportunity to put 
your skills and abilities to work while still an undergraduate 
in: internships, co-ops, study abroad, undergraduate 
research, on-campus jobs, community service, etc.

 And all of this takes place in Amherst, MA, voted among 
the nation’s top college towns!
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Summary
 117 undergraduate degree programs, 76 master’s 

and 47 doctoral programs.
 Total enrollment of 22,000 undergraduates and 

6,500 graduate students from 50 states and 71 
countries. 

 1,300 full-time instructional faculty members.
 UMass Amherst is the flagship institution for the 

UMass system and the largest public 4 year 
research university in New England.

 Located on 1,450 acres in the scenic Pioneer 
Valley of Western Massachusetts.

 Since 2003, first-year applications have increased 
by more than 25,000-a 150% increase.  In-state 
applications have doubled, and out-of-state 
applications have more than tripled during that 
time.
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Rankings
 # 27 top Public Universities– US News & World Report 
 Among Top 100 most innovative universities - Reuters
 5th Consecutive ranking among 100 Best Value Colleges - Kiplinger's 

Personal Finance Magazine; Money Magazine most bang for your 
tuition

 # 1 Best Campus Food - The Princeton Review 
 Top 25 Healthiest Colleges by Greatist.com based on dining options 

and award-wining recreation center
 Top 50 Green Schools - The Princeton Review “sustainability is part of academic 

life” at UMass Amherst with 25 undergraduate majors that are sustainability-related and more than 300 
courses that include some sustainability emphasis.

 USA Today - Top 20 colleges most committed to community service
 The Chronicle of Higher Education has recognized UMass Amherst as 

one of the nation’s top-producing research universities for student 
Fulbright  and Goldwater scholarships.

 #7 Safest College Towns
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Investing in the Future of UMass Amherst

 $1.8 Billion investment in new buildings and 
renovations 
 $62 million Business Innovation Hub, fall  2018
 $85 million Physical Sciences Building, early 2018
 $52 million Integrated Design Building, spring 2017
 $65 million renovation and expansion of South College
 $21 million renovation of Old Chapel, fall 2016
 $21.8 million Furcolo Hall & Marks Meadow renovation & 

expansion to house College of Education, 2017 
 Installation of 15,576 solar panels throughout campus, 

saving $6.2 million over 20 years
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Design Building Old Chapel
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Physical Sciences South College
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Investing in the Future of UMass Amherst

Recently completed buildings and renovations include:
 $16 million renovation Skinner Hall for SON 
 $ 93 million North Residence Hall 
 $45 million in renovations to Hampshire & Berkshire dining halls & 

the Blue Wall
 $25 million Studio Arts Building
 $9.2 million renovation to the UMass Campus Center Hotel 
 Major expansion of the W.E.B. Du Bois Library Learning Commons 
 $120 million award winning Central Heating Plant
 $5.78 million George N. Parks Minuteman Marching Band Building
 $12.5 million UMass Police Department
 $34.5 million expansion of McGuirk Alumni Stadium and Football 

Performance Center
 $28.5 million John Francis Kennedy Champions Center for men and 

women’s basketball
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Integrative Learning Center

 $91 million, four story 173,000 sq. ft. structure opened fall 2014
 2,000 seats of new classroom space that will transform the undergraduate 

learning experience at UMass. 
 Classrooms are designed to encourage interactive and team learning, critical 

thinking, and trans-disciplinary learning and research.
 New home for Communication, Journalism, and Linguistics along with studios 

and specialized rooms for TV broadcasting and production, editing rooms, 
film screening rooms, computer classrooms, speech perception and auditory 
phonetics labs.
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Commonwealth Honors College Residential Community
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Commonwealth Honors College Residential Community 

 The $188 million complex adds 500,000 sq. ft. of residential, 
classroom, and administrative space to the campus, including 
1,500 beds and 9 new classrooms. 

 Will accommodate an expansion of the number of students who 
are able to participate in the Honors College. 

 The inclusion of advising, student services, and administrative 
offices in the complex will enable students to make better use 
of those services and will allow us to expand them. Some 
examples include:
• Honors Advising Center
• Faculty in Residence
• International Scholars Program
• Pizza & Prof Nights
• Weekly Wednesday Workshops 
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Integrated Science Building

 The $114.5 million Integrated Sciences Building forges a new model for science teaching and 
research focused on the integration of the life, chemical and physical sciences. This innovative 
concept will bring together the teaching of basic and advanced courses in chemistry and life 
sciences, provide flexible research laboratories that support interdisciplinary research teams and 
enhance the interaction between researchers and students, both graduate and undergraduate. The 
building provides 157,000 gross square feet of new space, consisting of:

 85,000 square feet of modern classrooms and laboratories offering specialized microscopes and 
access to advanced imaging technologies, lasers and sophisticated tissue culture facilities 

 Computer resource center
 300-seat auditorium equipped with state-of-the-art scientific demonstration facilities and active-

learning technology 
 Faculty and staff office space for Life Science, Chemistry, and Physical Science Departments
 $160 million Life Science Laboratories complex opened in spring 2013

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCOabz9H0_scCFQY_PgodJmIIuw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.umass.edu%2F150%2F&bvm=bv.102829193,d.cWw&psig=AFQjCNEKW5N561g8qlX2bMW6om84mocz1Q&ust=1442608083708805
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCOabz9H0_scCFQY_PgodJmIIuw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.umass.edu%2F150%2F&bvm=bv.102829193,d.cWw&psig=AFQjCNEKW5N561g8qlX2bMW6om84mocz1Q&ust=1442608083708805
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Student Recreation Center

$50 million three-level, 120,000 square foot building includes: 
 Weight & fitness area spanning two of the three floors 
 Three-court gym that is dividable 
 Three multipurpose rooms 
 A juice bar and lounge space 
 Free for all undergraduate students
 500,000 guests each year
 Led to UMass Amherst recent ranking as the 16th fittest college by Men’s 

Fitness. 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCNLijrD1_scCFYZ0PgodU4IPoA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fjoslinlesser.com%2Fprojects%2Fhigher-education%2Frecreation-center%2F&bvm=bv.102829193,d.cWw&psig=AFQjCNH4aorkiJ-ikep_4EpHeOUXWAv2sw&ust=1442608288504794
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCNLijrD1_scCFYZ0PgodU4IPoA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fjoslinlesser.com%2Fprojects%2Fhigher-education%2Frecreation-center%2F&bvm=bv.102829193,d.cWw&psig=AFQjCNH4aorkiJ-ikep_4EpHeOUXWAv2sw&ust=1442608288504794
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Academic Programs

 Carnegie I Doctoral/Research University
 117 Undergraduate Degree Programs
 10 Schools and Colleges
 Study Abroad, National Student Exchange, Five-

College Consortium, Co-ops, Internships* 
Community Engagement & Service Learning, & 
BDIC

* ranked among top 10 schools in the US for percentage of 
graduates who participated in internships
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Schools & Colleges

 College of Engineering - ranked as the best public 
engineering school in New England, enrollment of 1,833 
undergrads.

 College of Education - ranked in the top 50 among 
graduate schools of education by U.S. News and World 
Report.

 The College of Humanities and Fine Arts – has several 
nationally ranked departments including English, History, 
Philosophy, Classics, Music, Linguistics. Our faculty authors 
have won prizes that include the Pulitzer, the National 
Book Award, Guggenheim Fellowships, NEH grants, and 
several MacArthur "Genius Awards". 

 The Isenberg School of Management - Top 15 ranking 
among public schools of business by Business Week; #2 
ranking for Sport Management program, and top 5 ranking 
for Hospitality & Tourism Management.
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Schools & Colleges
 College of Natural Sciences - #1 grant funding recipient for 

the campus, with over $82 million in research funds and 24 
research centers.  New iCons program is an integrated and 
collaborative science program that immerses students in the 
hands-on process of engaging some of the most pressing global 
challenges like biomedicine, and renewable energy.

 College of Nursing –UMass Nursing program is the leader in 
innovative teaching methodology of using lifelike mannequins and 
clinical scenarios.

 School of Public Health and Health Sciences – the only 
public, accredited School of Public Health in New England, all 4 
majors have experienced incredible growth in the past decade, 
while experiencing a 34% increase in research funding.

 College of Social and Behavioral Sciences – has several 
internationally recognized departments, with award-winning 
faculty committed to teaching, research, and public service. 

 College of Information and Computer Sciences - committed 
to multi-disciplinary research and unique culture of collaboration 
that enhances both research and teaching, ranked among the top 
25 programs by US News & World Report.
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Commonwealth Honors College

The Premier Honors College in New England – characterized by 
small classes and close interaction with faculty, the Honors College 
provides a diverse community of academically talented students with 
extensive opportunities for analysis, research, leadership and 
community engagement within a nationally recognized research 
university.

 650 first-year students, 3,300 students 
 Average GPA– 4.28, average SAT–1360, holistic review
 Small Honors courses – with a maximum of 17 students
 On-going advising
 Undergraduate Research Opportunities
 Honors Research Grants & Fellowships
 $188 million Commonwealth residential and teaching community
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Faculty
 1,300 Full-time faculty
 Ranked 61st among the top 200 national research institutions 

for receiving distinguished faculty awards.
 Student to faculty ratio–18:1
 63% of classes have 30 or less students
 7 UMass Amherst Faculty among “World’s leading Scientific 

Minds,” according to Thomson Reuters
 The campus attracts over $200 million in externally sponsored 

research each year, demonstrating its contribution to 
Massachusetts's position as a technological and economic 
leader. Funding supports the creation of new knowledge and its 
translation into the technical innovations and scholarly works 
that create opportunity for students, faculty and the public.  
There are more than 70 research centers and institutes on the 
Amherst campus.
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Value

 Ranked among the “100 Best Values in Public 
Colleges” by Kiplinger’s Personal Finance magazine, 
for 5 years in a row. 

 Money magazine ranks UMass Amherst among the 
nation’s best colleges based on most bang for the 
tuition buck.

 More than $290 Million in Financial Aid Awarded to 
undergraduate students.

 Over 70% of students receiving Financial Aid
 In-state Cost - $26,867
 Out-of-State Cost - $44,100
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Student Life
 Named to Princeton Review’s “Colleges With A Conscience”, one of 81 

colleges selected for a student-body that emphasizes service-learning 
and integrates community service with academics. 

 Teach for America named UMass Amherst as one of the top large 
universities in the country contributing graduating seniors to its 
teaching corps.

 Dining services has many multiple national awards, including the Gold 
Award by the National Association of College & University Food 
Services, #1 Best Campus Food by Princeton Review, and 5 Guinness 
World Records.  2nd largest campus dining operation serving 45,000 
meals daily.  

 Amherst, MA has been named the top college town in North America.
 Over 250 Registered Student Organizations
 19 NCAA Division I teams
 Over half of the student body participates in intramural and club 

sports.
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Residential First Year Experience
RFYE is a unique living experience designed to help first-year students 

successfully transition into the academic, social, and personal demands of 

college.

RFYE strives to assist First Year Students with:

 Making Connections at UMass Amherst 

 Transition to College Life 

 Academic, Career and Life Planning 

 Civic and Community Engagement 

 Leadership Skills and Involvement 

The staff in each hall are available to provide academic and personal support 

as well as activities and events that will help students become familiar with 

campus and successfully navigate course work. 
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Residential Academic Programs
 For more than 50 years, RAP has offered unique living and 

learning opportunities designed to help first-year students have 
a smooth transition to UMass Amherst. 

 Become part of a community of students who share a common 
interest and take classes with students who live in your 
residence hall.

 Ensure students are aware of the multitude of resources and 
opportunities that are available.

 Connect easily with classmates for study groups and class 
projects.

 Receive support and assistance with academic decisions.
 Make a large university feel like a much smaller place.
 About half of the freshmen class joins a RAP, open to all majors.
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Types of RAPs

 General Education RAPs
• taking a small class with people 
from a variety of majors 
(including exploratory) who live 
in the same residence hall.
• enable you to explore
new and interesting ideas while 
moving forward in meeting your
university Gen Ed requirements.
• Designated residence 
hall where you will have the 
opportunity to participate in 
various activities and events 
designed to enhance your
experience and deepen your 
connection with your RAP peers.

 College/School Raps -
designed to enable first-year 
students to join a RAP with students 
who are declared or exploring similar 
majors.

• Connect RAPs are open to both 
declared and undeclared students 
within their school/college.

• Exploratory RAPs are open to 
undeclared students who are in 
the Exploratory Track within a 
particular school/college. 

• Major RAPs are open to 
students entering declared in 
specific majors. 

• RAPs for Commonwealth 
Honors College Students
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Admissions Process
 Early Action (Non-Binding)

 Apply by November 1st

 Supporting Credentials due by November 20th

 Begin releasing decisions on December 15th

 Regular Decision
 Apply by January 15th

 Credentials due by February 1st

 Begin releasing decisions in mid-March
 Required Materials 

 High school transcript
 SAT or ACT Scores–sent by testing agency
 Essay 
 Letter of recommendation

 UMass Amherst is an “Exclusive” user of the Common Application.
 Once your application is received you will be able to check the status 

of your application and receipt of application materials online.
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The Admissions Decision
 We use a holistic review process to carefully consider 

applicants in an individualized context. We 
are interested in the behaviors and attitudes that 
make students great learners and full contributors to 
the vibrancy of a campus community. We seek to 
admit diverse students who will contribute fully to 
campus life. No specific grade point average, test 
score, or other qualification by itself ensures 
admission. 

 Factors include: academic record of achievement, 
personal qualities, co-curricular involvement, 
standardized test scores, writing ability, life context, 
and teacher/counselor recommendations.
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Admissions Criteria

Fall 2016 First-Year Enrolled Class

 Average GPA– 3.8/4.0
 Average SAT– 1225/1290-1300 on new scale
 Average ACT– 27
 17 Academic Units*
 For the Fall 2016 Class, we received more than 

41,500 applications for a class of 4,650, a record 
number of applications for the 11th year in a row.

* We require 4 years of math, including math in their senior year
and 3 years of a lab science.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
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GPA Calculation

 All grade point averages are recalculated and 
converted to a 4.0 scale

 Courses must be college preparatory
 Only use academic coursework: English, math, 

science, social studies, foreign language, and 
one elective per year

 AP/College level credit- +1.0
 Honors credit- +.5
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More Selective Majors

 Commonwealth Honors College
 A- GPA, 1350 SAT, holistic review

 Isenberg School of Management
 3.7 GPA, 1270 SAT, 4 years of math

 College of Engineering
 3.7 GPA, 1270 SAT, 4 years of math, chemistry & physics

 Nursing 
 Limited number of spaces, 4.0 GPA, 1320 SAT is the average 

for those who enrolled fall 2016
 Sport Management

 Similar to Isenberg, faculty review, resume
 Computer Science

 3.7 GPA, 1300 SAT, pre-calculus
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Financial Assistance

 Complete FAFSA* by February 15th, online form available 
at www.fafsa.ed.gov

 Types of Financial Assistance
 Scholarships
 Grants
 Tuition Credits
 Work Study
 Loans

* To ensure the receipt of a timely financial aid package, 
your name, date of birth and social security number must 
match your FAFSA form and your admissions application.  

http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/
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What’s Next?

 Group Information Sessions–twice daily,
Monday thru Saturday during the academic year 

 Campus Tours-twice daily, Monday thru 
Saturday during the academic year

 Admitted Student Open Houses–held in 
February and April

 Candidate Reply Date–May 1st
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How To Reach Us

 Online at http://www.umass.edu/admissions/

 Email Address mail@admissions.umass.edu

 Phone Number 413-545-0222 

 Fax Number 413-545-4312

http://www.umass.edu/admissions/
mailto:mail@admissions.umass.edu
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