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Thomas Turner was a noble and faithful pioneer. He was born Jan. 23, 1830 in Wottenunder

Edge, Giouestershire, England. His father, John Turner, was also born 1797 in Wottenunder Edge,

England. His mother Sarah Cook was born in King Stanley Gloucester, England in 1770. 

In the early days of the Church, the apostles were sent to England as missionaries of the restored

church.  After the saints settled in Utah, more missionaries were sent to England.  It was around this

time that Thomas was converted to The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.  Brigham Young

encouraged the Saints to move to Zion.  Thomas had a testimony of the restored church and was

anxious to follow his newfound religion.  His testimony was strong enough that he was willing to leave

his home and his old life for this new religion.  The saints worked hard to earn the money to get passage

to Utah and no doubt Thomas awaited and worked towards his goal of settling with the saints.   He left

his father, mother, five brothers, one sister, and all his friends never to see them again.  He came to

Utah in the year of 1858 at the age of 28. 

Thomas met a woman by the name of Mary Elizebeth Davis, she was born August 16, 1838 in

North Wales. they were married approximately five years after Thomas left England.  The wedding date

is an approximate date of 1863.  

Brigham Young was anxious to have several settlements created throughout the territory.  He

assigned families to move and settle new towns in the surrounding area.  Thomas Turner  and his wife

Mary went to Fillmore, Utah.  Here he began to settle and raise his new little family.  There were two

children born to this happy couple.  Their first child, John Henry was born on Nov. 18, 1864. 

Times were diffiucult in Fillmore at this time.  Although the town was seeing success in growing

it still faced the problems of a new settlement.  AThe settlers were thinking of better ways to provide the
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necessities of life.  In 1864, N.B. Bartholomew attached a carding machine to his flour mill for carding

wool and rolling it into bundles from which the women could spin and weave it into the much needed

cloth.@ (Milestones of Millard)

       Food was still scarce, carrots and beets were boiled down to a dark strong syrup, which was

used to sweeten food; wild berries, currants, and plums were gathered and dried for winter.  The settlers

had very little clothing, as the cheapest kind of calico cloth cost a dollar a yard, and in order to obtain

wool clothing, the sheep had to be sheared, the wool washed and carded, dyed, spun into thread, and

woven into cloth, before the clothing could be made.@ (Milestones of Millard)

The family continued to build their new home, Mary surely had a busy life, caring for her child.

It seems that it was a full time job just to get food for the family to live on.

In 1965 the town all went to the upper room of the New State Capital building to hold memorial

services for Abraham Lincoln.  That spring they began work on getting a telegraph line through so

Fillmore could communicate with the outside world, but the line was not completed until 1865.

 Two years after the birth of their son,  they added a daughter, whom they named after her

mother.  Mary Elizebeth was added to their family on March 24,1866.  Just a little over a year later,

Thomas suffered a great loss.  Mary Elizebeth his wife and mother of two small children, died April 11,

1867.   She was buried in Fillmore=s first cemetary.   During the summer of 1868 a cemetery was

surveyed, just west of the first cemetery.

Thomas must have been very concerned about raising his two children without a mother.  He

was lucky to find a wonderful woman just seven months after his first wife died.   There was a woman

also living in Fillmore whom was willing to be his wife.  They made a trip up North and Thomas

married Eunice Clarinda Teeples in the Endowment house in Salt Lake City, Utah.

                                                                                                                                                      

Eunice was born in Nauvoo, Hancock County, Illinois on September 27, 1847. One year earlier

before  her birth, bitter opposition to the church had reached a point where the members of the church

were being forced out of their homes in beautiful Nauvoo.  Many of the Saints had already left their

homes, or were driven out by the mobs.   Eunice’s family was able to leave Nauvoo in the Heber C.

Kimball company.   Her father=s name was George Bently.  Her mother=s name was Hulda Colby
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Teeples.  They were able to come to Utah the following spring.   Eunice crossed the plains with her

parents.  The family settled in Ogden Utah.  She knew of the Mormon cricket plague and the Indian

Wars.  Later Brigham Young called them to go to Fillmore, Utah to build up the population and help

settle the small but growing town.  

Eunice was a much loved angel of mercy to many of the sick and needy of Fillmore.  She had

a gift to serve others.  She was able to help others in their times of need.  She was a wonderful woman

who had compassion and love to share.  She was strong in her testimony of the gospel and full of love

for others.  She grew up in Fillmore, attended the schools and learned the homemaking skills from her

pioneer parent=s.    It was here in Fillmore that she met Thomas Turner.  Here was a man who had

recently lost his wife and was struggling with two small children.  She became an angel of mercy to this

small family, as she was willing to marry Thomas and take his children in as her own.  

Thomas and Eunice made the long trek to the Old Endowment House in Salt Lake City to be

married.  Eunice received her endowment and they were married on the same day, November 32, 1867.

They were blessed to have Heber C. Kimball perform the sealing.  He was an apostle and a great man

in the early history of the church and Grandfather to President Spencer W. Kimball.   They then made

the long trek back to Fillmore, Eunice cared for her new family as if they were her own.  A little over

a year later, they began to add more children to their little family.

A daughter was born to them February 9, 1869.  Her name was Harriet Ellen.  She was born in

Fillmore.  The family then moved to Holden, Utah where Thomas taught school for a few years.  While

they lived in Holden, twins were born.  Hulda 

Clarinda and Charles Abner were both born on October 24, 1871.  Eunice had her hands full

with five little children to raise all under the age of eight.  No doubt her skills she had learned from her

mother and her virtue of love and kindness helped her through these years.  

Soon after the twins were born, the family moved back to Fillmore.  They moved into their

home on the corner of Second South and Second West.  It was a nice little rock home and is still being

used today.   While in Fillmore, the rest of their family was born.  It was just under two years after

Charles was born they added another child to their home.  A little boy, John Franklin born Dec. 18,

1873.  



4, Thomas & Eunice Turner

Thomas and Eunice were very active in the little community.  They attended church and served

in their church callings.  Thomas= name was mentioned in a few places in the book, AMilestones of

Millard@, a history of Millard County.  Thomas was listed as a land owner in 1863, was listed as one who

worked for the city and was on the ANames mentioned in the expense account@ list.  No doubt he was

active in the various opportunities to build the new town.  The Turner=s were known for their hard work

and service.  Thomas was a shoemaker by trade.  He owned his own shop in Fillmore.  He was also

water-master for many years and did some farming.  He was a very busy man and a hard worker.  He

taught his children well and the skill was passed on through the generations as we saw what a hard

workers the Turners are.

The Turner=s were also a very talented family.  It seems that they could do a little bit of

everything, and everything they did, they did it well and excelled.  

Thomas was the leader of a Fife Drum Core.  The band consisted of three pieces.  Thomas

played the fife and piccolo.  John Trimble played the base drum and Jack Clothier the snare drum.

Their little band played for the public for many years.  

Thomas was the first convert and pioneer in his family.  He accepted the gospel in its early

stages of the restoration, the only one in his family to do so.  He had great faith in the Lord and was

willing to give up all he had including his family for the gospel.   He began the Turner tradition of faith

in God, hard work, and service to others.  Eunice was a daughter of a strong family who had also

accepted the gospel in the early years of its restoration.  They had strong testimonies and were

determined to follow their faith.  They survived the persecution we read about in the early days of the

church when the mobs were so bad.  They were driven from their home in Nauvoo and made the long

trek west to join the Saints in Utah.  After they had settled in Ogden they were again asked to leave and

go to Fillmore.  We came from a strong line of people we can be very proud of.  They both had strong

lasting testimonies of the gospel.  They carried temple recommends and served in the church all their

lives.   Thomas was a member of the choir, and taught classes in Sunday school and Priesthood

meetings.  He was a great missionary.  He taught the gospel to others, among those he taught were

Senator Willam H. King, Joshua Greenwood, James A. Melville, Charles R. McBride and others.  He

was a spirited man and helped anyway he could in Fillmore.   He was also called by the High Priest

Quorum to work on the Salt Lake Temple.  This would surely have been a difficult burden on Eunice

with her large family, yet she was probably pleased that her husband could be of such service.  If
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Thomas Turner was anything like his grandson Claude, he was probably the hardest worker there. 

Eunice was very busy raising her children, and keeping her household going.  She was an ardent

church worker, especially in Relief Society and Temple work, she served actively in other organizations

as well.   She continued her compassion  for the needy and the sick as much as she was able.    She was

a woman of incredible faith and gave strong support to her husband in all the endeavors he was

involved with.  She was active with community service.  

Their family was not yet complete.  March 20, 1875 another boy was born into their growing

family.  This young boy was a special boy to our family as he later became the father of Claudie Turner.

 His name was James William.  He was the 7th child of Thomas and 5th child of Eunice. 

The family was not even near completion, George R. was born February 7, 1877.  Esther was

born May 6, 1879.  Sarah was born February 20, 1882.  Rachel was born October 31, 1884.  Alice

Eunice was born September 27, 1886.  Marion Francis was born January 15, 1891.  This makes a total

of 11 children for Eunice and counting the two that were born to Thomas=s first wife the total comes

to 13 children.  To this woman and mother to generations of which we became apart of we owe great

honor.  She was incredible.  Spencer W. Kimball writes:  AShe who can paint a masterpiece or write a

book that will influence millions deserves the admiration and plaudits of mankind; but she who rears

successfully a family of healthy, beautiful sons and daughters whose influence will be felt through

generations to come deserves the highest honor that man can give, and the choicest blessings of God.

Great blessings come to those who struggle through the years with small children.  When they have

reared them righteously, they will have crowns throughout eternity.@ 

On October 7, 1888, Thomas and his daughter Mary Elizabeth Andelin went to the Manti

Temple and spent a week.  They did the work for their mother and father, brothers, grandparents and

many friends.  Thomas was sealed to his first wife October 11, 1888 and his children were sealed to their

mother.  

The couple successfully raised all their children in the gospel.  They were faithful temple

workers.  After their children were grown and most of them married.  The younger  boys moved with

their parents to Salt Lake City where they could be near their parents and do temple work.   The Salt

Lake Temple was complete and no doubt Thomas was anxious to serve in the temple he labored so long
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to help build.  

Thomas Turner died at the age of 79 years old.  He died on January 15, 1909 in Salt Lake City.

He was buried in the Salt Lake City Cemetery.  His wife Eunice lived and additional 36 years.  She

continued serving in the Temple for many years and loved that work.  She also loved to come back to

Fillmore and visit with old  friends.  She saw the development of the mountainous area from its frontier

conditions  to the Metropolitan appearance.  

She lived to be 97 years old.  She lived with her daughter Mrs. William A. Middlet, (Hulda) onin

the late years of her life.  Keen and alert in her faculties despite her age, she maintained a constant

interest in the present day affairs.  She continued with hobbies of listening to radio, going for rides and

converstion with friends.   She painted each one of her daughters a beautiful picture and made a quilt

by hand.

She died at the home of her daughter Hulda Middleton, Mar. 19, 1945.  She reached the

incredible age of 97 years  old before she finally returned to her husband.  

We can all be proud to be of such a rich heritage.  These two faithful pioneers will be honored

by their posterity for eternity.  Thomas Turner=s picture is hanging in the Old State Capital building in

Fillmore, Utah.  We believe that he may have  labored with the other town members to help build the

State Capital building.  As their posterity we are grateful for the sacrifice they made in our behalf.  We

are blessed with the opportunity to live in this land of America because of Thomas’ willingness to leave

his family and homeland to come to America.  We are blessed to have the gospel that he loved enough

to give all that he had to follow it’s prophet. 

“...go thy way, sell whatsoever thou hast, and give to the

poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven; and come,

take up the cross, and follow me.”

Mark 10:21
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