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• TRB has requested that ABE80 produce a Tribal Transportation Themed TR News for 

publication in 2014. 
• Survey of potential article topics, authors 
• Timeline for TR News Production 

RESEARCH PROBLEM STATEMENTS AND FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES      
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NCHRP 17-49 Project update and announcement  
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http://www.trb.org/


TR News Tribal Transportation Themed Issue Timeline 

 

• Mid-October 
2012   

Conference call with TR News themed issue coordinators.  
Call conducted on October 29th between Russell Houston, Kelly and Ed to 
discuss timeframes, roles and responsibilities, and to ask questions. 
Discussion of Nov. meeting of ABE80, presentation of article topic and 
author survey for review and distribution. 

 • January 2013   Draft outline of themed issue vetted during committee meeting/s at the 
Annual Meeting. 

 • February 2013  Final outline of the themed issue w/ proposed authors submitted to the TR 
News Editorial Board for review and approval. 

 • By April 2013   Final outline returned to themed issue coordinators from the TR News 
Editorial Board w/ approval and/or suggested revisions 

 • May 2013   (if necessary) Revisions to the outline made by coordinators. 

 • May 2103   Authors’ commitments confirmed 

 • May 2013   Author and coordinators kick-off conference call--scheduled by Russell. 
Review of author responsibilities, process, and deadlines. 

 • June 2013   Author article outlines due to coordinators for approval. 

 • June 2013   Coordinators provide approval to authors to begin production. Suggest 
changes to the outline of the article if necessary. 

 • August 2013   Author and coordinator mid-process conference call—scheduled by 
Russell 

 • October 2013   Coordinators identify 3 peer reviews for each featured article and side-bar 
article in the issue. 

 • November 2013   Draft articles due to coordinators. 

 • November 2013   Articles submitted to peer-reviewers and Russell Houston. 

 • By February 1, 
2014   

Articles w/ peer reviews returned to authors. 

 • By April 1, 2014  Revised articles submitted to coordinators. 

 • April 2014   Coordinators provide final review and submit articles to the TR News 
Editorial Board 

 • By May 1, 2014   TR News either accepts or asks for final revisions to articles. 

 • June 2014   All final articles must be submitted to the TR News Editorial Board 

 • June to July 
2014   

TR News editors work with authors on final edits to articles. 

 • Sept 2014  TR News layout and design. 

 • October 2014   Publication of the themed issue. 

 



The Editorial Board of TRB’s quarterly publication, “TR News” has invited the ABE80 Committee to 
prepare a special edition of this publication that would be entirely devoted to Tribal transportation 
issues. The publication will be published in October 2014 but planning and development start now! 
 
The publication will generally include:  
 an introduction;  
 featured articles (roughly 2,500 words);  
 sidebar articles (no more than 550 words and relevant1 
to a feature article); 
 point of view/editorial (roughly 2000 words); and 
 research pays off articles. 
 
This brief survey is designed to gather your ideas and to determine support for proposed topics and 
authors for this publication. 
 
Please note that the ABE80 committee will contact any suggested authors to determine their interest 
and availability prior to sharing their contact information with TRB.  

1. Which potential subjects would you like to see in the themed issue? (Click all that 
apply.)

2. If you or someone you know could be an author for an article on a topic identified in 
question 1, please provide their NAME, potential SUBJECT, EMAIL, and PHONE NUMBER 
(if known) below. They will be contacted by the ABE80 committee to determine their 
interest and availability before their contact information is shared with TRB. 

 
ABE 80 will Coordinate a Tribal Transportation Themed TR News

Author 1:

Author 2:

Author 3:

Airport Development in Tribal Communities gfedc

Consultation between Tribes and State Agencies gfedc

Consultation between Tribes and Federal Agencies gfedc

Diversification of Tribal Transportation Resources 
and Assets 
gfedc

Environmental Justice, Transportation and Tribal 
Communities 
gfedc

MAP21 Impacts on Tribal Transportation Planning gfedc

MAP21 Funding Formula gfedc

Protection of Sacred Sites gfedc

Right of Way in Indian Country gfedc

Transportation Research Challenges in Indian 
Country 
gfedc

Transportation Research Successes in Indian 
Country 
gfedc

Tribal Tourism Development gfedc

Other Suggestions: 

55

66



3. We will need pictures that may be released to TRB for use in this publication. Do you 
have any tribal transportation themed pictures that you would like to share? If so, please 
describe and share the email contact information for the photographer so that we may 
contact them.
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Guide for Effective Tribal Crash Reporting

  Project Data
Funds: $200,000
Staff Responsibility: Christopher J. Hedges
Research Agency: University of Wisconsin - Madison
Principal Investigator: Dr. David Noyce
Effective Date: 7/15/2011
Completion Date: 1/15/2013

BACKGROUND
 
Safety is a major concern for roadway practitioners across the United States. In many states, the Native American population is disproportionately represented
in fatalities and crash statistics. For example, a study in South Dakota revealed that 737 crashes were documented in some fashion by tribal and Bureau of
Indian Affairs law enforcement agencies in 2005, but only 52 were reported in enough detail to be included in the state accident reporting system. As a result,
South Dakota tribes did not receive proportionate attention from state and federal programs that identify and target transportation safety issues. The issue is
similar for tribes in most states.   Native Americans’ risk of motor-vehicle related death is about 4 times that of the general population. The risk is even higher
for the population between 4 and 44 years old. Improved crash reporting by tribal law enforcement agencies would enable tribes to apply more successfully for
state and federal funds for  safety  improvements.  Some of  the causes behind the underreporting include tribal law  enforcement  capacity  (e.g.,  staffing
shortages and turnover, and lack of equipment, software, and training), lack of standardization in crash reporting forms and protocols, and issues of relations
between the state and tribes.  Improving crash reporting systems requires a relationship with the state agencies built  on trust and effective collaboration.
Without accurate reporting of all crashes on tribal lands, it  is difficult  or impossible to fully understand the nature of the problem and develop appropriate
countermeasures.  These  include  effective  transportation safety  planning  and  programs  aimed  at  DUI  prevention,  pedestrian safety,  roadway  safety
improvements, seat belt usage, child restraints, etc. It is therefore imperative to identify and facilitate the implementation of complete, accurate, and timely
tribal crash reporting systems and to document how these systems can contribute to more effective transportation safety programs. There is a need to identify
the methods, equipment, and software used and the training provided to those responsible for writing, filing, and reporting the tribal crash reports to state
agencies. Documentation of successful crash reporting programs as case studies with facts, stories, and lessons learned will serve as a valuable tool to
address tribal crash reporting issues as well as recommendations on how to implement these programs. 
 
OBJECTIVE
 
The objective of this research is to produce a guide for the development and implementation of effective tribal crash reporting programs in order to improve
tribal transportation safety planning and programs. The guide should assist state agencies in working with tribal law enforcement agencies and should include,
at a minimum, the following:
 
(a) A critical review of the root causes of the issues and deficiencies related to tribal crash reporting systems and programs;
(b) Methods to convey the importance and benefits of implementing better crash reporting to tribal members, Indian Health Services, and other government
bodies and social service agencies;
(c) Effective methods of communication, cooperation, and collaboration between state and tribal governments (see Special Note F);
(d) Recommendations on how to implement the crash reporting programs identified in this research; 
(e) Methods that state and federal agencies can use to assist tribes on the implementation of programs identified in this research, including methods to access
appropriate funding sources;
(f)  Recommendations on how the implementation of  effective tribal crash reporting systems can be used to improve transportation safety planning and
programs, based on current best practices among tribes in the United States;
(g) Applicability to tribes across the United States, taking local laws, regulations, and cultural and political differences into account; and
(h) Methods to evaluate and communicate the effectiveness of the programs identified in the guide. 
 

To create a link to this page, use this URL: http://apps.trb.org/cmsfeed/TRBNetProjectDisplay.asp?ProjectID=2973

Transportation Research Board. 500 Fifth St. NW, Washington, D.C. 20001
Copyright © 2012. National Academy of Sciences. All Rights Reserved.

http://apps.trb.org/cmsfeed/TRBNetProjectDisplay.asp?ProjectID=2973
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CHAPTER 1 – INTRODUCTION 

 
Transportation research needs are many, cutting across modes and geographic levels, and 
calling for many types of research. Local, state, federal, university, and private organizations 
sponsor and conduct such research. Some six dozen university transportation centers 
(UTCs) located across the country tackle different transportation themes, in addition to the 
many university transportation research institutes and centers that are not part of the UTC 
program. Non-transportation branches of government perform research of mutual interest to 
transportation professionals. A host of international programs produce research that can and 
should be funded in the United States. However, with all of this diversity and its attendant 
benefits comes much confusion:  

• Where can research statements be submitted to obtain funding?  
• Where can proposals be submitted to obtain funding? 
• Who is performing research in particular areas of interest?  
• What are the best places to search for research products of interest?  

No resources currently provide comprehensive or exhaustive answers to these questions. 
The primary purpose of this guide is to identify where to submit research statements and 
proposals to obtain funding. Other questions are addressed, to a limited extent, in Chapter 4. 
 

 
 

Transportation Research 
Board Programs 

 
•   National Cooperative  
Highway Research Program   
•   Innovations Deserving 
Exploratory Analysis 
•   Airport Cooperative 
Research Program 
•   Transit Cooperative 
Research Program 
•   Hazardous Materials 
Cooperative Research 
Program 
•   National Cooperative 
Freight Research Program 

State Department 
of Transportation 

Programs 
 

•State Departments 
of Transportation 
Research Programs 
•Transportation 
Pooled Funds 
P  

University 
Transportation 

Centers 

International 
Research 
Programs 

Private 
Corporations or 

Foundations 

Federal Research Programs 
•   Federal Highway 
Administration   
•   Federal Transit 
Administration 
•   Federal Aviation 
Administration 
•   Research and Innovative 
Technology Administration 
•   National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration 
•   Federal Rail Administration 
•   Maritime Administration 
•   Federal Motor Carrier 
Safety Administration 
•   Pipeline and Hazardous 
Materials Safety 
•  National Science 
Foundation  
•  National Institute of Health 
•  Department of Energy 
•  Department of Homeland 
Security 
•  Department of Education 
•  Environmental Protection 
Agency 
•  Department of Agriculture  
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The term research is used very broadly in this document (a more formal definition and 
classification of transportation research is provided in Appendix A). In the transportation 
profession, various terms express a research need—terms such as research problem, 
research idea, problem statement, research topic, and research proposal. Within this web-
page document, the term research statement will be used. Similarly, research program 
will be used to refer to any organization or agency that conducts research or to any 
cooperative effort to conduct research, and research product will be used to refer to any of 
the broad range of outputs, from new information to new devices, which can result from 
research.  

This web page is intended for transportation professionals who have research needs and 
are looking for funding or for programs that may be interested in their ideas. View more 
information on research needs identified by TRB committees, AASHTO Committees on the 
environment, and various organizations on the Research Program and Project Management 
web site.  In addition to identifying programs to which transportation professionals may 
submit research statements, it provides information on the preparation of winning research 
statements tailored to research programs. The web page functions as a guide to 
competitive transportation research programs. A substantial list of these research programs 
is presented in Chapter 3; it is limited to those programs that accept research statements 
from a broad community. While some research programs require that statements be 
submitted by a subset of the transportation community, such as a state department of 
transportation, they are typically fairly open and may not preclude cooperative efforts. 

It should be noted that this is a living document. Not only will it require regular updates as a 
function of the evolving state of transportation, but it is, in its current state, incomplete, with 
some sections still being developed. This is the first time a web page with this purpose has 
been assembled, and it is hoped that it not only provides users with real benefit, but that it 
may be continuously improved through user feedback. Appendix D contains information on 
submitting additional programs for inclusion on this web page and provides a link to a 
submittal form. Suggestions, additions, questions, or corrections may be submitted to Kim 
Fisher.  

 

http://rns.trb.org/�
http://environment.transportation.org/teri_database/�
http://environment.transportation.org/teri_database/�
http://www.transportationresearch.gov/rppm/researchagenda/Strategic%20Research%20Documents%20Documents/Forms/AllItems.aspx�
mailto:kfisher@nas.edu?subject=Funding%20Sources%20for%20Transportation%20Research:%20Competitive%20Programs�
mailto:kfisher@nas.edu?subject=Funding%20Sources%20for%20Transportation%20Research:%20Competitive%20Programs�
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CHAPTER 2:  WHAT ARE THE CHARACTERISTICS OF THE RESEARCH 
YOU WOULD LIKE TO HAVE FUNDED?  

There are many transportation research programs, each with distinct focus and 
characteristics. To strengthen your chances of success in being funded, this chapter is 
intended to help you consider the characteristics of the research you would like to see 
funded. Research characteristics are important for two reasons: 1) they help you identify 
which research programs are the best fit for your research statement, and 2) clearly 
addressing these characteristics in your research statement and proposals increases your 
chances of selection. Important characteristics to consider when writing a research 
statement and proposals include geographic relevance, transportation mode or topic, 
funding required, urgency, type of research needed, and partnership and cost-sharing 
interests. 

Geographic Relevance  
How widespread is the problem you are trying to address? Is it experienced in countries 
around the world (i.e. intersection design questions or air quality issues)? Is it strictly a 
problem in the United States (i.e. how to meet U.S. DOT planning requirements)? Is it 
shared by a region or several organizations (i.e. deicing concerns or design in seismic 
zones)? Or is it an even more specific problem that exists only in a small number of 
locations (i.e. specific species or geology)? )?   

Geographic relevance will affect the programs to which you submit your research statement, 
and will also affect the details that need to be included in the statement. National research 
programs, such as the National Cooperative Highway Research Program, focus on research 
statements that address problems experienced in a majority of the states. However, a 
research statement focused on a more localized problem while explaining how the research 
product could benefit a national audience can be successful. 

Transportation Mode or Topic 
If your research focuses on a specific mode of transportation, your decision about the 
funding source may be simplified, because many research programs focus on such modes. 
If, on the other hand, your research need focuses on policy, administration, or other non-
modal transportation issues, the appropriate program may be less clear cut. In this case, 
contacting potential research program staff may be necessary. 
 
In addition, some research programs fund only certain topics. Some examples include the 
Hazardous Materials Cooperative Research Program and the National Cooperative Freight 
Research Program. 
 
Funding Required 
Research programs vary widely in the maximum amount of money provided for each project. 
It is important to understand the funding-level guidelines and limitations of a research 
program when considering a research statement submittal. Proposing a $400,000 project to 
a program that funds projects of $100,000 or less will not get your research statement 
funded.   
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Urgency 
Research programs vary in their time frame for delivery. Finding a research program that 
matches the urgency of your research statement is critical. In some programs, it may take up 
to 3 years from the submission of a research statement to publish a research report. Other 
programs address needs that can be met within 6 months.  

Type of Research Needed 
The term research is used very broadly in this web page because the work conducted in the 
interest of advancing the transportation profession cuts across a number of activities. A 
more formal definition and classification of transportation research is provided in Appendix 
A. Transportation research can be as fundamental as testing materials for transportation 
infrastructure or as detailed as a statistical analysis of large data sets to identify the public’s 
response to rising gas prices. Applied research exists somewhere in the middle of the 
spectrum, using fundamental research to solve transportation problems. 
 
Partnership/Opportunities for Cost Sharing 
Some programs require cost sharing or a local match. The selection of your project may 
require that your research statement include information on where additional funding is 
available. For other research programs, cost sharing may not be required but could enhance 
the project’s chances for success. 
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CHAPTER 3:  WHICH RESEARCH PROGRAMS IS THE BEST FIT FOR 
YOUR RESEARCH STATEMENT? 
 
This chapter contains the details on transportation research programs. Keep in mind only 
those programs that accept research statements from the transportation community are 
included in this listing. A summary of key information on each program can be found in 
Appendix B. Suggestions on how to find transportation research products are provided in 
Chapter 4. 
 
Each research program description in this chapter contains the following information: 

• General Description  
• Type of Research Funded  
• Funding Levels and Project Time Frame  
• Schedule  
• Project Solicitation and Submission  
• Selection Process  
• Project Selection Criteria and Tips for Writing Winning Research Statements  

Further Information 

Additional information is always available from the program staff. They are able to provide 
guidance that can either improve the initial submittal or if a submittal is not successful they 
can provide advice for future funding requests. 

Did we miss a research program that should be included? Appendix D contains a form to 
submit information on additional programs. Alternatively, you can contact Kim Fisher with 
corrections, suggestions, questions, or additional information.  

Table 2 lists available research programs according to topic, geographic relevance, selection 
frequency, funding range, funding requirements, and specific research type. A similar table 
listed by programs can be found in Appendix C.  

The table below contain general information on the research programs included to 
date. Click on the program title for complete information  

 

PROGRAMS MODE/TOPIC RECENT FUNDING 
RANGE PROJECT TYPE 

Transportation Research Board (General Information) 
National Cooperative Highway Research 
Program (NCHRP) Regular Projects Highways, general $200,000–600,000 Standard 

NCHRP International Scans (NCHRP 20-
36) General $850,000 annually for 

about 4 scans 
Scan of international 
research 

NCHRP Domestic Scans (NCHRP 20-68A) General $80,000–150,000 Scan 
NCHRP Quick Response Project for the 
AASHTO Planning Committee (NCHRP 8- Highways $50,000–100,000 Quick Response (Task 

Order Projects)  

http://www.trb.org/ResearchFunding/Public/Blank1.aspx�
http://www.trb.org/ResearchFunding/Public/Chapter4ProposedOngoingCompletedResearch.aspx�
mailto:kfisher@nas.edu?subject=Funding%20Sources%20for%20Transportation%20Research:%20Competitive%20Programs�
http://www.trb.org/ResearchFunding/Public/RFTransportationResearchBoard.aspx�
http://trb.org/ResearchFunding/Public/RFTransportationResearchBoard.aspx#nchrp2�
http://trb.org/ResearchFunding/Public/RFTransportationResearchBoard.aspx#nchrp2�
http://trb.org/ResearchFunding/Public/RFTransportationResearchBoard.aspx#nchrp20-36�
http://trb.org/ResearchFunding/Public/RFTransportationResearchBoard.aspx#nchrp20-36�
http://trb.org/ResearchFunding/Public/RFTransportationResearchBoard.aspx#nchrp20-68a�
http://trb.org/ResearchFunding/Public/RFTransportationResearchBoard.aspx#nchrp8-36�
http://trb.org/ResearchFunding/Public/RFTransportationResearchBoard.aspx#nchrp8-36�
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36) 
NCHRP Quick Response Project for the 
AASHTO Environmental Committee 
(NCHRP 25-25) 

Environment $50,000–100,000 Quick Response (Task 
Order Projects) 

Research on Administration of Highway 
and Transportation Agencies (NCHRP 20-
24) 

Administration of 
state DOTs $75,000–350,000 Quick Response (Task 

Order Projects) 

NCHRP Quick Response Project for the 
AASHTO Highways Committee (NCHRP 
20-07) 

Highways; 
engineering and 
operations guides, 
standards, and 
policies 

$25,000–100,000 Quick Response (Task 
Order Projects) 

NCHRP Quick Response Project for the 
AASHTO Public Transportation Committee 
(NCHRP 20-65) 

Transit $25,000–100,000 Quick Response (Task 
Order Projects) 

Innovations Deserving Exploratory Analysis 
(IDEA) 

Highways, freight 
and rail safety, 
transit 

$25,000–100,000; 
$25,000–150,000 for 
Highway Program 

Standard 

Airport Cooperative Research Program 
(ACRP) Air $150,000–500,000 Standard 

ACRP Graduate Research Award Program Air $10,000 Graduate research 
Transit Cooperative Research Program 
(TCRP) Transit $150,000-$500,000 

million Standard 

TCRP International Transit Studies 
Program (TCRP J-03) Transit $500,000 annually International missions 

National Cooperative Freight Research 
Program Freight $20,000–500,000 Standard 

Hazardous Material Cooperative Research 
Program 

Hazardous 
material 
transportation 

$300,000–350,000 Standard 

TCRP Synthesis Program Transit $30,000 Synthesis report 
NCHRP Synthesis Program Highways $30,000 Synthesis report 
ACRP Synthesis Program Airports $30,000 Synthesis report 
Commercial Truck and Bus Safety 
Synthesis Program  

Commercial truck 
and bus safety $40,000 Synthesis report 

TCRP Legal Research (TCRP J-5) 
Transit and 
intermodal legal 
issues 

Not available Brief of legal issues 

ACRP Legal Research (ACRP 11-01) Airport legal issues $15,000–80,000 Brief of legal issues 

NCHRP Legal Research (NCHRP 20-6) Highway legal 
issues $24,000–100,000 Brief of legal issues 

Federal Research Programs (General Information) 

Surface Transportation Environment and 
Planning Cooperative Research Program 

Environment, 
Planning, Real 
Estate Services 

Varies Typicall applied research / 
some basic research 

Safety Innovation Deployment Program Safety Annual budget of about 
$12 million Standard 

Exploratory Advanced Research Safety, $500,000–2,000,000 Standard 

http://trb.org/ResearchFunding/Public/RFTransportationResearchBoard.aspx#nchrp25-25�
http://trb.org/ResearchFunding/Public/RFTransportationResearchBoard.aspx#nchrp25-25�
http://trb.org/ResearchFunding/Public/RFTransportationResearchBoard.aspx#nchrp25-25�
http://trb.org/ResearchFunding/Public/RFTransportationResearchBoard.aspx#nchrp20-24�
http://trb.org/ResearchFunding/Public/RFTransportationResearchBoard.aspx#nchrp20-24�
http://trb.org/ResearchFunding/Public/RFTransportationResearchBoard.aspx#nchrp20-24�
http://trb.org/ResearchFunding/Public/RFTransportationResearchBoard.aspx#nchrp20-07�
http://trb.org/ResearchFunding/Public/RFTransportationResearchBoard.aspx#nchrp20-07�
http://trb.org/ResearchFunding/Public/RFTransportationResearchBoard.aspx#nchrp20-07�
http://trb.org/ResearchFunding/Public/RFTransportationResearchBoard.aspx#nchrp20-65�
http://trb.org/ResearchFunding/Public/RFTransportationResearchBoard.aspx#nchrp20-65�
http://trb.org/ResearchFunding/Public/RFTransportationResearchBoard.aspx#nchrp20-65�
http://trb.org/ResearchFunding/Public/RFTransportationResearchBoard.aspx#idea�
http://trb.org/ResearchFunding/Public/RFTransportationResearchBoard.aspx#idea�
http://trb.org/ResearchFunding/Public/RFTransportationResearchBoard.aspx#acrp�
http://trb.org/ResearchFunding/Public/RFTransportationResearchBoard.aspx#acrp�
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http://trb.org/ResearchFunding/Public/RFTransportationResearchBoard.aspx#tcrpJ-03�
http://trb.org/ResearchFunding/Public/RFTransportationResearchBoard.aspx#ncfrp�
http://trb.org/ResearchFunding/Public/RFTransportationResearchBoard.aspx#ncfrp�
http://trb.org/ResearchFunding/Public/RFTransportationResearchBoard.aspx#hmcrp�
http://trb.org/ResearchFunding/Public/RFTransportationResearchBoard.aspx#hmcrp�
http://trb.org/ResearchFunding/Public/RFTransportationResearchBoard.aspx#tcrpSyn�
http://trb.org/ResearchFunding/Public/RFTransportationResearchBoard.aspx#nchrpSyn�
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environment, 
congestion 

Small Business Innovation Research 
Program General $100,000–750,000 For small businesses 

Remote Sensing and Spatial Technology 
Program 

Remote sensing, 
spatial information $600,000–1,800,000 Standard 

Intelligent Transportation Systems Program Intelligent vehicles 
and infrastructure $300,000–3,000,000+ Standard 

Highways for LIFE Technology 
Partnerships Program 

Improve work zone 
safety, reduce 
congestion, 
improve quality 
accelerate 
construction 

$200,000 - $500,000  Solicitation 

Federal Transit Administration National 
Research and Technology Program Transit technology $50,000–1,000,000+ Standard 

State Department of Transportation Programs (General Information) 
State Planning and Research Funds General $5,000–1,000,000+ Typically applied research 
Transportation Pooled Fund Programs General $300,000–1,000,000+ Standard 

University Transportation Research Centers (General Information) 
University Transportation Research 
Centers  General $10,000–2,200,000+ Standard 

 
 

http://trb.org/ResearchFunding/Public/FederalResearchPrograms.aspx#rsensg�
http://trb.org/ResearchFunding/Public/FederalResearchPrograms.aspx#rsensg�
http://trb.org/ResearchFunding/Public/FederalResearchPrograms.aspx#ritaIntl�
http://trb.org/ResearchFunding/Public/FederalResearchPrograms.aspx#fedLife�
http://trb.org/ResearchFunding/Public/FederalResearchPrograms.aspx#fedLife�
http://trb.org/ResearchFunding/Public/FederalResearchPrograms.aspx#fta�
http://trb.org/ResearchFunding/Public/FederalResearchPrograms.aspx#fta�
http://www.trb.org/ResearchFunding/Public/StateDepartmentofTransportation.aspx�
http://trb.org/ResearchFunding/Public/StateDepartmentofTransportation.aspx#stplng�
http://trb.org/ResearchFunding/Public/StateDepartmentofTransportation.aspx#stpold�
http://www.trb.org/ResearchFunding/Public/UniversityTransportationCenters.aspx�
http://trb.org/ResearchFunding/Public/UniversityTransportationCenters.aspx#univ2�
http://trb.org/ResearchFunding/Public/UniversityTransportationCenters.aspx#univ2�
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TRANSPORTATION RESEARCH BOARD 
 
What Is the Transportation Research Board? 
The Transportation Research Board (TRB) is a division of the National Academies, a private, 
nonprofit institution that includes the National Academy of Sciences, National Academy of 
Engineering, Institute of Medicine, and National Research Council. Created as the Highway 
Research Board in 1920, TRB promotes innovation and progress in transportation through 
research. Much more information about TRB. 
 
TRB Research Overview 
TRB administers a number of major research programs sponsored by other organizations. 
The oldest and largest of these programs, the National Cooperative Highway Research 
Program (NCHRP), is sponsored by the state transportation departments in cooperation with 
the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA). The Transit Cooperative Research Program 
(TCRP), initiated in 1992, is sponsored by the Federal Transit Administration (FTA). Both are 
applied research programs in which the potential users of research results have a direct role 
in project selection. In 2002, TRB began administering the Commercial Truck and Bus 
Safety Synthesis Program (CTBSSP), which is sponsored by the Federal Motor Carrier 
Safety Administration. The congressionally requested Airport Cooperative Research 
Program (ACRP), which began work in 2006, is sponsored by the Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA). Two other new programs were initiated in 2006—the Hazardous 
Materials Cooperative Research Program (HMCRP) and the National Cooperative Freight 
Research Program (NCFRP), both of which were authorized in the Safe, Accountable, 
Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU). 

For all of these programs, TRB organizes panels of experts to provide guidance on technical 
aspects of the research and to translate the problems into project statements with well-
defined objectives. Research proposals are then solicited from private and public research 
organizations with capability and experience in the problem areas to be studied. The 
technical panels review the proposals, recommend contract awards, monitor research in 
progress, provide technical guidance, and determine the acceptability of the final reports. 
More than 3,000 experienced practitioners and research specialists currently serve on 
Cooperative Research Program panels. TRB also manages programs of smaller studies 
focused on synthesizing current practices and analyzing legal issues in the NCHRP, ACRP, 
and the TCRP programs. 

www.trb.org

http://www.trb.org/AboutTRB/Public/AboutTRB.aspx�
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HELP DOCUMENT THE BENEFITS OF RESEARCH 
BE A CONTRIBUTOR TO “RESEARCH PAYS OFF” 

 

GIVE RECOGNITION TO SUCCESSFUL RESEARCH  

 

“Research Pays Off” is a continuing series of case studies in the Transportation Research Board’s 
bimonthly periodical, TR News.  These articles highlight research projects, studies, demonstrations, and 
improved methods or processes that provide innovative, cost-effective solutions to important 
transportation-related problems in all modes, whether they pertain to improved transport of people and 
goods or provision of better facilities and equipment permitting such transport.  Articles should describe 
cases in which the application of project findings has resulted in benefits to transportation agencies or 
the public, or in which substantial benefits are expected. 

 
Guidelines for Preparation of Research Pays Off Articles 

(approximately 750-1000 words) 
 

TITLE:  Should be short, descriptive, and captivating. 
 
INTRODUCTION: A short introductory paragraph. (50 words) 
 
PROBLEM:  Describe the transportation-related problem.  (100 words) 
 
SOLUTION:  Describe the research objectives, scope, tasks performed, and findings. (450 words) 
 
APPLICATION: Give a brief description of a project where the research findings were implemented 
(150 words) 
 
BENEFITS:  Describe the actual or expected benefits from this research or innovative approaches for the 
transportation agency or public in economic, social or environmental terms, e.g., monetary savings, 
reduced fatalities and injuries, reduced pollutant emissions, as well as enhanced productivity or 
performance.  (200 to 250 words) 
 
CONTACT PERSON: Provide the name, address, telephone number, and if available, Internet address 
of an individual whom readers can contact for further information. 
 
MATERIALS:  One or two illustrations (photographs, charts or tables) that may help the readers better 
understand the article. 
 
REVIEW: Members of the TRB Task Force on Research Pays Off review all articles.  The Task Force 
includes G.P. Jayaprakash, chair, Waseem Dekelbab, Ray Derr, Amir N. Hanna, Inam Jawed, Frank N. 
Lisle, Stephen F. Maher, and Joseph R. Morris. 
 
Electronically submit Research Pays Off articles to: G. P. Jayaprakash at Gjayaprakash@nas.edu, or 
Transportation Research Board, 500 Fifth Street N.W., Keck 488, Washington, D.C.  20001.  
Tel:  202/334-2952, Fax: 202/334-2003 

mailto:Gjayapra@nas.edu�


 

 
 

January 2012 

 

 

TRB Research Needs Statements (RNS) Database 
 

The TRB Research Needs Statements (RNS) database is a dynamic collection of 
research needs statements developed and approved by the standing committees 
in TRB’s Technical Activities Division. As such, the database reflects the high 
priority research needs at any given time. The collection of research needs 
statements are augmented and kept up to date by the TRB standing committees 
as part of their regular portfolio of activities. 
 
The database provides a shopping list for researchers and practitioners in the 
transportation community who fund and conduct transportation research, 
including TRB’s cooperative research programs, federal agencies, state 
departments of transportation, university faculty and students, consultants, and 
others. The database provides a national and global perspective on the research 
needs in many different areas, and should be considered as a source for timely 
and critical research topics by university professors and student researchers. 
 
Research needs statements can be searched through simple or advanced query 
screens, or browsed by committee or subject. Interested individuals can also 
subscribe to the database to receive monthly e‐mail messages whenever new 
research need statements are posted in selected categories. Individuals can 
subscribe, or change categories of interest, by entering their email address on the 
research needs statements database Subscribe/Unsubscribe page at 
rns.trb.org/subscribe.asp 
 
The RNS database can be accessed on TRB’s website at: rns.trb.org 
 
A summary of currently posted research needs statements follows. 
 

Over 1000 statements in the following subject areas have been posted to date*. 
   



 

 

Subject Areas  RNS

Administration and Management 95 
Aviation 51 
Bridges and other structures 102 
Construction 233 
Data and Information Technology 131 
Design 367 
Economics 91 
Education and Training 55 
Energy 56 
Environment 73 
Finance 103 
Freight Transportation 47 
Geotechnology 66 
Highways 770 
History 6 
Hydraulics and Hydrology 25 
Law 4 
Maintenance and Preservation 61 
Marine Transportation 9 
Materials 83 
Motor Carriers 26 
Operations and Traffic Management 239 
Passenger Transportation 26 
Pavements 108 
Pedestrians and Bicyclists 109 
Pipelines 4 
Planning and Forecasting 251 
Policy 42 
Public Transportation 199 
Railroads 44 
Research 77 
Safety and Human Factors 218 
Security and Emergencies 35 
Society 58 
Terminals and Facilities 69 
Transportation (General) 33 
Vehicles and Equipment 52 
* Note: a single RNS can be assigned to more than one subject area 
 

A resource to identify research funding is available at 
www.trb.org/ResearchFunding/Public/ResearchFunding.aspx 
 

Questions about statements in the RNS database or 
how to access the RNS database should be directed to:  
Michael DeCarmine 
Senior Program Associate 
Phone: (202) 334‐2952 
E‐Mail: mdecarmine@nas.edu 

General questions or comments about the RNS 
database should be directed to:  
Lisa Loyo 
Manager, Information Services 
Phone: (202) 334‐2990 
E‐Mail: lloyo@nas.edu 
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TRB Practice‐Ready Papers (PRP) Database 

 
 
The TRB Practice‐Ready Papers (PRP) database is a collection of peer‐reviewed papers identified 
by standing committees in the Technical Activities Division as having potential interest to 
practitioners as practice‐ready. The database allows users to search for papers by keyword, 
title, author, paper number, and index term, and browse by mode. In addition to the enhanced 
search capabilities, the database includes links to the full text of papers of interest to PRP 
database users. 
  
Practice‐ready papers are defined as those in which the research results presented and 
discussed make a contribution to the solution of current or future problems or issues for 
practitioners. Information presented in these papers is ready for immediate implementation or 
requires minimal additional research or implementation effort.  
 
The papers have been identified since 1998 by the standing committees in the areas of Design, 
Pavement Management, Structures, Construction, Asphalt Materials, Concrete Materials, 
Geology and Properties of Earth Materials, and Soil Mechanics. The standing committees in the 
Operations and Maintenance and Preservation areas joined the effort in 2009. Beginning in 
2010, all Groups in the Technical Activities Division identify practice‐ready papers. This effort 
was designed, initiated, and expanded to help practitioners to more easily find those papers 
which may be of most immediate interest to them. From the beginning, designating papers as 
practice‐ready has been very well received. 
 
The PRP database contains approximately 540 practice‐ready papers dating back to 2006. Links 
to abstracts of practice‐ready papers produced between 2005 and 1998 are still available under 
the original catalogue format on TRB's website. About 200 practice‐ready papers presented at 
the TRB 91st Annual Meeting will be added to the database in February 2012. 
 
The PRP Database can be accessed on TRB’s website at prp.trb.org 

 
 
For information about the Practice Ready Papers Database or other TRB Databases contact: 
Lisa Loyo 
Manager, Information Services 
202 334 2990 (Desk) 
lloyo@nas.edu 

 



Cooperative Research Program Calendars 
NCHRP: 

 
September 15, 2012 Problem submission deadline for FY 2013 program candidates. 

 
TCRP: 

 
June 15, 2012 Topic submission deadline for FY 2013 program 

 
ACRP: 

 
March 4, 2012 Problem statement submission deadline for FY 2013 program 

 
National Cooperative Freight Research Program and Hazardous Materials Cooperative Research 
Program 

 
July 31, 2012 Problem statement submissions deadline for FY 2013 program. 

 
 

 
 



Propose ACRP, CTBSSP, NCHRP, and TCRP 
Synthesis Study Topics 

 
The Airport Cooperative Research Program (ACRP), Commercial Truck and 
Bus Safety Synthesis Program (CTBSSP), National Cooperative Highway 
Research Program (NCHRP), and Transit Cooperative Research Program 
(TCRP) are seeking study topics for the Synthesis Studies Program.  In the 
coming year, ACRP will pick 7 new topics, CTBSSP will pick 2, NCHRP will 
pick 13, and TCRP will pick 6.  These result in widely-used reports on key 
topics in transportation.  Proposed study topics may be submitted by 
anyone or any TRB Committee.

  ACRP  September, 2012 

  The deadlines for submissions for this 
funding cycle are-  

  CTBSSP July 13, 2012 (pending funding) 
  NCHRP February 17, 2012 
  TCRP  March 15, 2012  
 
All proposals for topics must be submitted at the following site on TRB’s 
webpage: 

http://www.trb.org/Studies/Synthesis/SynthesesSubmittal.asp 
 

A synthesis study documents existing knowledge and experience for 
specific transportation topics.  The following factors are considered in the 
selection process for new topics.    
 
• Does the topic address a problem that is widespread and of general 

interest? 
• Is the topic timely and critical? 
• Is there is sufficient information on the topic to warrant synthesizing 

what has been learned and written.  
• Is there no other ongoing or recently completed research on the 

subject?   
 
If you require further information, please feel free to contact  
 
Jon Williams, Program Director, Synthesis Studies 
202-334-3245 
jwilliams@nas.edu 

http://www.trb.org/Studies/Synthesis/SynthesesSubmittal.asp�
mailto:jwilliams@nas.edu�


 

 

Transit Cooperative Research Program 
TCRP 
 
TCRP Oversight and Project 
Selection Committee 
 
CHAIR 
Keith Parker 
VIA Metropolitan Transit  

Transportation Research Board 
500 Fifth Street, NW  

Washington, DC 20001 
Ph: 202/334- 3224 

Fax: 202/334 -2006 

 
MEMBERS 
John Bartosiewicz 
McDonald Transit Associates, Inc. 
Michael Blaylock 
Jacksonville Transportation Authority 
Raul Bravo 
Raul V. Bravo & Associates 
Terry Garcia Crews 
SW Ohio Regional Transit Authority 
Carolyn Flowers 
Charlotte Area Transit System 
Angela Iannuzziello 
Genivar Consultants 
John Inglish 
Utah Transit Authority 
Paul Jablonski 
San Diego Metropolitan Transit System 
Sherry Little 
Spartan Solutions, LLC 
Jonathan McDonald 
HNTB Corporation 
Gary W. McNeil 
GO Transit 
Bradford Miller 
Pinellas Suncoast Transit Authority 
Frank Otero 
PACO Technologies, Inc. 
Peter Rogoff  
Federal Transit Administration 
Jeffrey Rosenberg 
Amalgamated Transit Union 
Richard Sarles 
Washington Metro Area Transit Authority 
Michael Scanlon 
San Mateo County Transit District 
James Stem 
United Transportation Union 
Gary Thomas 
Dallas Area Rapid Transit 
Frank Tobey 
First Transit, Inc. 
Matthew O. Tucker 
North County Transit District 
Phillip Washington 
Denver Regional Transit District 
Alice T. Wiggins-Tolbert 
Parsons Brinckerhoff 
 
EX OFFICIO MEMBERS 
Michael P. Melaniphy 
APTA 
Robert E. Skinner, Jr. 
TRB 
John C. Horsley 
AASHTO 
Victor Mendez 
FHWA 
 
TDC EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
Louis Sanders 
APTA 
 
SECRETARY 
Christopher W. Jenks 
TRB 

 

 
 
 
 
 

The TCRP is sponsored by the Federal Transit Administration; research projects are selected by the Transit Development Corporation, 
and the Program is managed by the Transportation Research Board. 

 

 
January 10, 2012 

 
 

 
 
TO:  Distribution 
 
 
 
FROM:  Christopher W. Jenks 
  Director, Cooperative Research Programs, TRB 
 
 
Re:  Research Problem Statements for the Fiscal Year 2013 Transit 

Cooperative Research Program due by June 15, 2012 
 
 
 The purpose of this announcement is to solicit problem statements identifying 
research needs for the Transit Cooperative Research Program (TCRP) Fiscal Year 2013 
Program.  These submittals form the basis for selection of the annual TCRP research program. 
It is easy to develop and submit a problem statement for consideration.  Most are 1-3 pages in 
length using the enclosed outline. 
 
 The TCRP was authorized by the Intermodal Surface Transportation Efficiency Act of 
1991 and operates according to a memorandum of agreement among the cooperating 
organizations: The Federal Transit Administration (FTA); The National Academies, acting 
through the Transportation Research Board; and the Transit Development Corporation, Inc. 
(TDC), a nonprofit educational and research arm of the American Public Transportation 
Association.  The TCRP undertakes applied research and technical activities focusing on the 
needs of transit operating agencies.  Research is conducted in all areas of public transportation, 
including operations, policy, planning, service configuration, engineering of vehicles and 
facilities, maintenance, human resources, and administration.   
 
 The TCRP focuses on research that is consistent with, and supportive of, FTA's 
strategic research goals and TCRP strategic priorities.  Presented below are two FTA 
strategic research goals.   
 

(1) Support Increasing Livability – FTA conducts research designed to help transit 
agencies improve livability in their communities. Transit ridership is critical for 
realizing the economic, environmental, and mobility needs of our communities. 

 
 How can we assess the benefits of transit to a community? 

 How can we best estimate the cost benefits of system expansion?  

 



 

 

 How are changing demographics going to affect demand for different types of transit services? 

 What is the impact of congestion on transit systems? 

 What coordination technologies or methods are available to ensure that the transportation benefits 
available to seniors and disadvantaged populations are fully utilized?   

 How can more efficient and more effective provision of transit services promote sustainability?  What 
improvements to transit vehicles and infrastructure would reduce emissions and promote energy 
independence?  Which technologies now available or currently being tested promise the greatest 
improvements in energy conservation, fuel economy and reduction of harmful emissions?  What can 
FTA and individual transit agencies do to foster introduction of economical and environmentally 
friendly transit vehicles?  How can land use policies support these efforts?  

 How can we better integrate transit into our communities? 
 

(2) Support Improving the Performance of Transit Operations and Systems – FTA strives to make 
safe, affordable, reliable, accessible, and efficient public transportation available to all Americans. 
 

 How can we improve the reliability of our transit systems and the productivity of our transit 
workforce? 

 What technical and operational advances best contribute to cost-effective management of the 
planning, design, construction and operation of major transit investments?  

 What technologies and practices are available to promote the most cost-effective service and capital 
replacement policies? 

 How do we ensure transit assets are in a state of good repair?   

 How can we systematically promote life-cycle planning for transit assets? 

 What safety considerations should be factored in capital, operating, and maintenance expenditures?  
What obstacles currently prohibit safety factors from being part of the initial planning process of 
capital projects?  What technology and practical solutions can help transit agencies increase safety 
and security training, public awareness, and emergency preparedness?  How can we improve the 
safety of transit workers?  

 
 The TCRP has also established five strategic priorities: 
 
I.  Place the Transit Customer First:  The importance of the transit rider as well as the community at large as 
the customer was a principal outcome of the TCRP Future Search.  The American consumer society is 
demanding; no industry can prosper that does not place the customer first. 
 
II. Enable Transit to Operate in a Technologically Advanced Society:  TCRP will support public transportation 
to integrate state-of-the-art technology in all aspects of its business so that mobility needs can be served as 
communities change and customer needs evolve.  

 
III. Continuously Improve Public Transportation:  The TCRP will support communities throughout the United 
States to continuously improve public transportation. 

 
IV. Flourish in the Multimodal Environment:  More authority for transportation investment decisions is now in 
the hands of state and local decision-makers.  The transit industry must work harder and smarter to realize the 
intermodal flexibility and community-based planning opportunities offered by federal and other programs. 
 



 

 

V.  Revitalize Transit Organizations:  Information technologies, changes in the work force, and new roles and 
partnerships are revolutionizing the workplace.  By reinventing themselves, transit organizations can “Work 
Better – Cost Less.” 

 
 A list of TCRP projects may be found on the TCRP website: 
http://www.trb.org/TCRP/Public/TCRPProjects.aspx .  The FTA and TCRP priorities and ongoing TCRP projects 
should be considered in preparing a research problem statement.  A problem statement outline is enclosed.  
Problem statement submittals should follow the outline and may be submitted by anyone at any time.  However, 
the deadline for submitting problems for consideration in the FY 2013 program is June 15, 2012.  Problem 
statements may be submitted by e-mail to tcrp@nas.edu.  If sent electronically, it is preferred that the problem 
statement be sent as an attachment to the e-mail message in Microsoft Word format.       
 
 If you have previously submitted a research problem statement that was not selected for funding, but is 
still a relevant transit research topic, please feel free to resubmit the problem statement for consideration.  There 
are many good research topics that are not selected each year simply due to the level of funding available.  
Research problem statements must be resubmitted each year to receive further consideration. 
 
 The governing board of the TDC, which also serves as the TCRP Oversight and Project Selection (TOPS) 
Committee, will select the research problem statements for the FY 2013 program in the fall of 2012.  For 
problems selected by the TOPS Committee, requests for proposals will be issued, and contractors will be selected 
through a competitive proposal process. 
 
 Thank you very much for your consideration.  Your willingness to participate in the identification of 
relevant transit research topics is a key element of a successful, industry-driven TCRP.  Should you have any 
questions or need additional information, please feel free to contact me at 202/334-3089 or cjenks@nas.edu. 
 
 
 
Attachment 
 
 
 
 
Distribution:  Chair and Members, TOPS Committee; Executive Director, TDC; Associate Administrator, Research, Demonstration and 
Innovation, FTA; Associate Administrator, Budget & Policy, FTA; Liaison Representatives, FTA; APTA Committees; Directors, University 
Transportation Centers; Chair and Members, AASHTO Standing Committee on Public Transportation; Executive Secretary, Women’s 
Transportation Seminar; Executive Director, National Society of Black Engineers; Executive Director, National Association of Minority 
Contractors; CEO and President, National Urban League; President, National Council of Negro Women; President, Blacks in Government; 
Representatives, Historically Black Colleges; Board Members, State Delegates, and Associate Director, Community Transportation 
Association of America; Executive Director, Conference of Minority Transportation Officials; Executive Director, National Transportation 
Consortium of Minority Colleges & Universities; Society of Hispanic Professors of Engineers; National Forum for Black Public 
Administrators; Chair and Members, TRB Executive Committee; Chairs and Members, TCRP Panels; Chairs, TRB Group Councils and 
Sections; Chairs, TRB Committees (Transit); TRB State Representatives; TRB University Representatives; TRB Transit Representatives; 
TRB Sustaining Associates; Chair, Subcommittee on NRC Oversight; and TRB Staff (Selected). 
 
 

http://www.trb.org/TCRP/Public/TCRPProjects.aspx
mailto:tcrp@nas.edu


 

 

 

OUTLINE FOR TCRP PROBLEM STATEMENTS 

 
I. PROBLEM TITLE 
 
 The title should be no more than 10 words. 
 
II. RESEARCH PROBLEM STATEMENT 
 
 In no more than three paragraphs, provide a general description of the problem or need. 
 
III. OBJECTIVE 
 
 Include a clear, concise statement of the objectives (anticipated products) that are expected to be met by this particular research. 
 
IV. RESEARCH PROPOSED 
 
 Provide a statement of the specific research proposed, how it relates to the general problem statement in Section II and, if 

possible, the research approach and the tasks envisioned. 
 
V. ESTIMATE OF THE PROBLEM FUNDING AND RESEARCH PERIOD 
 
 Recommended Funding:  Include an estimate of the funds necessary to accomplish the objectives stated in Section III.  As a 

general guideline, the present cost for research usually averages approximately $200,000-$250,000 per professional staff-year.  
TCRP projects typically are in the $400,000-$600,000 range.  A detailed budget is not necessary. 

 Research Period:  Provide an estimate of the period of time needed to complete the research, including 3 months for review and 
revision of a draft final report. 

 
VI. URGENCY AND PAYOFF POTENTIAL 
 
 Include a statement concerning the urgency of this particular research.  Identify and, if possible, quantify the potential and 

magnitude of payoff from the achievement of the project objectives.  Any institutional, political, or socio-economic barriers to 
implementation of the anticipated research products should also be identified.   

 
VII. RELATIONSHIP TO FTA STRATEGIC RESEARCH GOALS and/or TCRP STRATEGIC PRIORITIES 
 
 Categorize this problem statement using the FTA strategic research goals and/or the TCRP Strategic Priorities. 
 
VIII. RELATED RESEARCH 
 
 If available, provide information on other research—completed, in progress, or pending—that is closely relevant to the proposed 

problem.   
 
IX. PERSON(S) DEVELOPING THE PROBLEM 
 
 Provide the specifics (i.e., name, title, address, telephone, and fax numbers) for the person(s) who developed the problem. 
 
X. PROCESS USED TO DEVELOP PROBLEM STATEMENT 
 
 State whether this problem statement is the product of an individual, a formal committee, or another group. 
 
XI. DATE AND SUBMITTED BY 
 
 Provide the specifics (see Section IX) of the person(s) who submitted the problem and the date of submission. 
 
   Submit to:  Christopher W. Jenks, Director  
     Cooperative Research Programs 
     Transportation Research Board 
     500 Fifth Street, N.W. 
     Washington, D.C. 20001 
     202/334-3089 
     FAX 202/334-2006 


	Geographic Relevance 
	How widespread is the problem you are trying to address? Is it experienced in countries around the world (i.e. intersection design questions or air quality issues)? Is it strictly a problem in the United States (i.e. how to meet U.S. DOT planning requirements)? Is it shared by a region or several organizations (i.e. deicing concerns or design in seismic zones)? Or is it an even more specific problem that exists only in a small number of locations (i.e. specific species or geology)? )?  
	Transportation Mode or Topic
	Urgency
	Research programs vary in their time frame for delivery. Finding a research program that matches the urgency of your research statement is critical. In some programs, it may take up to 3 years from the submission of a research statement to publish a research report. Other programs address needs that can be met within 6 months. 
	Type of Research Needed
	The term research is used very broadly in this web page because the work conducted in the interest of advancing the transportation profession cuts across a number of activities. A more formal definition and classification of transportation research is provided in Appendix A. Transportation research can be as fundamental as testing materials for transportation infrastructure or as detailed as a statistical analysis of large data sets to identify the public’s response to rising gas prices. Applied research exists somewhere in the middle of the spectrum, using fundamental research to solve transportation problems.
	Partnership/Opportunities for Cost Sharing
	Several multi-year quick response research programs have been established within the larger NCHRP program. These projects are designed to provide small, quick turn around research products for specific transportation topics. Each quick response program is described below.
	For more information contact:
	Gwen Chisholm Smith
	Senior Program Officer
	Transportation Research Board
	202-334-3246
	For more information contact:
	Lawrence D. GoldsteinSenior Program OfficerAirport Cooperative Research ProgramTransportation Research Board500 Fifth Street, NWWashington, DC 20001

	Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), U.S. DOT
	Section 3.2.4
	Section 3.2.6
	Section 3.2.7
	Section 3.2.8


	Private companies or foundations 
	– Information Pending
	International Research Programs
	Geographic Relevance
	Mode or Topic
	Immediacy
	Recent Funding Range
	Partnering
	Project Type
	National
	Highways, general
	Yearly: September submission; March selection
	$200,000–600,000
	Not available
	Standard
	National
	General
	Yearly
	$850,000 annually for about 4 scans
	Ability to co-fund is a selection factor; FHWA offices that submit proposals must fund 25%
	Scan of international research
	General
	Yearly
	Not available
	Scan
	Highways
	Quick response
	$50,000–100,000
	Quick Response (Task Order Projects)
	NCHRP Quick Response Project for the AASHTO Environmental Committee
	National
	Environment
	Quick response
	$50,000–100,000
	Quick Response (Task Order Projects)
	Administration of state DOTs
	Quick response
	$75,000–350,000
	Not available
	Quick Response (Task Order Projects)
	Highways; engineering and operations guides, standards, and policies
	Quick response
	$25,000–100,000
	Not available
	Quick Response (Task Order Projects)
	Transit
	Quick response
	$25,000–100,000
	Not available
	Quick Response (Task Order Projects)
	Highways, freight and rail safety, transit
	Twice yearly for highways and transit: March and September; yearly for safety: March
	$25,000–100,000; $25,000–150,000 for Highway Program
	Standard
	National
	Air
	Yearly: April submission; July selection
	$150,000–500,000
	Not available
	Standard
	National
	Air
	Yearly: June submission; September selection
	$10,000
	Not available
	Graduate research
	National
	Transit
	Yearly: June submission October selection
	$150,000-$500,000
	Not available
	Standard
	National
	Transit
	Twice yearly: missions in spring and fall
	$500,000 annually
	Not available
	International missions
	National
	Freight
	Yearly: July submission; fall award
	$20,000–500,000
	Not available
	Standard
	National
	Hazardous material transportation
	Yearly: Oversight committee meets in November
	$300,000–350,000
	Not available
	Standard
	National
	Transit
	Yearly: March submission; May selection
	$30,000
	In some cases, agencies augment consultant funding
	Synthesis report
	Highways
	Yearly; February submission; May selection
	$30,000
	In some cases, agencies augment consultant funding
	Synthesis report
	Airports
	Yearly: October submission; December selection
	$30,000
	In some cases, agencies augment consultant funding
	Synthesis report
	Commercial truck and bus safety
	Not available
	$40,000
	In some cases, agencies augment consultant funding
	Synthesis report
	Transit and intermodal legal issues
	Not available
	Not available
	Not available
	Brief of legal issues
	Airport legal issues
	Not available
	$15,000–80,000
	Not available
	Brief of legal issues
	Highway legal issues
	Not available
	$24,000–100,000
	Not available
	Brief of legal issues
	Environment
	Yearly
	$20,000–750,000
	Requires 50% non-federal match; proposals including cost sharing may receive preference
	Standard
	National
	Safety
	Not available
	Annual budget of about $12 million
	Requires 20% non-federal match
	Standard
	National
	Safety, environment, congestion
	Yearly: May submission; September award
	$500,000–2,000,000
	Requires 20% non-federal match
	Standard
	National
	General
	Twice yearly: April and November submissions
	$100,000–750,000
	Not available
	For small businesses
	National
	Remote sensing,
	Not available
	$600,000–1,800,000
	Requires 50% non-federal match
	Standard
	National
	Intelligent vehicles and infrastructure
	Posted by project;
	$300,000–3,000,000+
	Not available
	Standard
	National
	Transit technology
	Posted by project
	$50,000–1,000,000+
	Requires 50% non-federal match
	Standard
	State or national
	General
	Varies by state
	$5,000–1,000,000+
	Requires 20% non-federal match
	Typically applied research
	Regional or national
	General
	May take over a year to initiate
	$300,000–1,000,000+
	Not available
	Standard
	State or national
	General
	Varies by center
	$10,000–2,200,000+
	Requires 50% non-federal match
	Standard
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