
2017 THESA Rider 
Boys Baseball FAQ 

Below are a few FAQ’s for Boys Baseball - additional information about THESA in general can 
be found on the website per the Athlete Handbook. 

1.  How many teams do you field? 
For the 2016 season we fielded three High School teams (Varsity, JV-A, JV-B) and one Junior 
High team (8th Grade).  For 2017 the number of teams will be determined based on the 
number of qualified players, coaches and fields (note - we anticipate the same number of 
teams as in 2016).  Players will be placed on the high school teams based on skill level and 
play time is not guaranteed.  The junior high team is focussed on development and will have 
more equal play time. 

2.  How do we get on a team? 
Tryouts for the spring 2017 teams will be September 10th for 8th Grade team and September 
17th for High School teams with the make up (with advance approval) on Monday, September 
26th.  For tryout details see the the THESA web site. 

3.  Where do you work out?  What time are workouts? 
The High School generally practices at the NEO fields on the corner of North Loop 820 and 
Highway 377 between 3:00 p.m. and 5:30 p.m.  While we have used the NEO facility for 
several years, there is always the possibility that another mid-cities location becomes 
available for us.  The JV-B and 8th Grade Junior High team practices 2 hours from 5:30 p.m. 
to 7:30 p.m. also at the NEO field.  As with the High School teams, we continue to look for 
quality practice locations for all teams. 

4.  How often do you practice? 
All teams practices Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday.  The high school season begins 
mid-January and ends around the first of May while the 8th Grade and JV-B start the following 
week and end around the last week of April.  We generally tell families that we have 4 to 5 
“events” a week on average.  The season does go straight through without a spring break 
period.  Players and families are asked to prepare accordingly.  If there is a reason practice or 
games will be missed during the season, the conflict needs to be addressed the with team 
head coach as soon as possible.  Player absence from practice or games impacts the plan for 
each practice or game. 

5.  What are the fees? 
Last year, the sport fee was $850 plus a separate uniform fee.  This year, the uniform fee will be 
$200 in addition the sport fee with the final sport fee still to be determined.  Fees cover most 
player expenses (field rental, equipment, tournament fees, etc.) for the year except for 
travel, if any.  Additionally there is a “THESA Family Fee” of $40 per family.  The family fee is 
paid annually and there is only one fee per family, regardless of the number of athletes or 
sports and is used to cover THESA organization and administration costs.  Players are 
responsible for an all black high school NOCSAE approved batting helmet, a “-3” BBCOR bat, 
metal spikes, white practice pants, and other personal equipment.  For the JV-B and Junior 



High teams the season fee will be approximately $450.  Fees cover most player expenses 
(uniform - hat, jersey, pant, field rental, equipment, tournament fees, etc.) for the year 
except for local game travel.  8th Grade players are to use a “-5” USSSA 1.15 BPF certified 
bat.  Players are responsible for cleats (rubber or metal, white practice pants, and other 
personal equipment. 

6.  When are the fees due? 
A $200 non-refundable deposit is required at tryouts.  However, this payment will not be 
deposited unless the athlete makes the team.  The remainder is due no later than the first 
practice of the spring season in January.  Any “hardship” situations will be addressed by the 
coordinator and/or board and must be requested in advance of when payment is due. 

7.  Do you cut players? 
While we would prefer to have a spot for all players interested in playing, unfortunately that 
is usually not possible and therefore we probably will not have a spot for all players trying 
out.  Players are selected based on skill, attitude, potential development, team needs, and 
other specifics related to the teams. 

8.  How many players per team? 
We usually have 12-13 players on each team, sometimes more if we have specialty players 
(like pitchers or designated hitters). 

9.  Do all players play?  Do you follow a “Recreational League” Format? 
THESA is organized as a competitive group so we do not follow a recreational format where 
there is equal playing time for all players.  Playing time and positions are at the sole 
discretion of the head coach.  At the JV-B and Junior High level we do recognize that there 
are developmental needs for sub-varsity players and playing time is important.  At the Varsity 
level there is no guarantee of playing time.  At the Junior High level play is balanced and 
athletes play a number of positions to learn skills at infield and outfield positions.   

10.  What days are games? 
Game times will vary depending on the opponents the particular week and are usually in the 
afternoons or evenings during the week, however; there will be some Saturday games.  We 
attempt to leave Wednesday nights free with no baseball scheduled.  A practice schedule will 
be given after the teams are determined. 

11.  What are the eligibility requirements for baseball? 
We participate at the varsity level in the Home School World Series therefore players must 
meet the requirements found on http://hwsa.net/tournament/rules . We sometimes allow 
players from small private schools without a baseball program to participate. Please call if 
there are any questions. 

12.  Does THESA accept donations?
THESA is a 501c (3) organization under IRS rules and we will give a receipt for all donations. 
Donations help us keep the cost down and improve our programs. 

Direct questions about the JV and Varsity teams to:  Jon Dickens – Baseball Coordinator, 
jmlegacy84@ymail.com, 817-733-5029 

Direct questions about the JV-B and 8th grade teams to:  Ron Orr, Coach, ron@ronorrconsulting.com, 
817-454-5992
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