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DEBBIE REYNOLDS
LIVES AND BREATHES
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EVENTS AND
SHOWS
ASSEMBLY HALL THEATRE,
TUNBRIDGE WELLS
Roy Chubby Brown
March 30 at 7.30pm
Britain’s most outrageous comedian 
returns with more riotous entertainment 
for those who are not easily offended. The
show is suitable for over-18s only. Tickets 
cost £19.50 and can be booked online at
www.assemblyhalltheatre.co.uk or call the
box office on 01892 530613/532072.

STAG THEATRE, SEVENOAKS
Sevenoaks Philharmonic Society
March 28 at 8pm
The society will be performing Requiem by
Karl Jenkins, conducted by Robyn Sevastos.
Tickets cost £12.50/£11.50 and can be booked
on 01732 450175. For more information see
www.stagsevenoaks.co.uk.

GREY LADY MUSIC LOUNGE,
TUNBRIDGE WELLS
Paul Dunton & Guests (pictured)
March 31 at 8pm
This week’s music showcase includes 

performances by Ian Knapp, Night Without
Sleep, The Naming of Things and headline
act, Tom Williams and The Boat. To find out
more see www.paulduntonandguests.com.

TRINITY THEATRE, TUNBRIDGE WELLS
Bridget Christie: My Daily Mail Hell (pictured)
April 1 at 8pm
Take a glimpse into the curious world of the
modern showbiz journalist as Christie reveals
her experiences as a diary columnist on the
Daily Mail. During her five years in the job,
she was strangled by Gene Wilder and fed a
fish by Peter Stringfellow. Tickets cost
£12/£10. To book call 01892 678678 or visit
the website at www.trinitytheatre.net.

THE PANTILES, TUNBRIDGE WELLS
Easter Events
April 3
Pick up some bargains at the indoor craft
market in the Corn Exchange from 10am to
4pm. There will also be a farmers market and
craft market on the Upper Pantiles from
10am to 4.30pm. Street performer Topper
and Woody’s one man band can be seen from
11am to 4pm, while the Second Wind Concert
Band perform on the Bandstand at noon and
2pm. See www.thepantilesonline.co.uk.

QUEEN’S HALL THEATRE, CRANBROOK
Laura Solon
April 1 at 7.45pm
The award-winning comedian presents her
multi-character show, Rabbit Faced Story
Soup, in which a publishing company is 
desperate to find a decent writer. Tickets cost
£10/£8 at www.wegottickets.com or by calling
01580 711856. The show is for over-16s.

SCOTNEY CASTLE, LAMBERHURST
Easter Egg Trail
April 2-5
Find your way around the castle’s beautiful
garden to discover some tasty treasure in this
fun trail, supported by Cadbury. The trail
costs £2 and children must be accompanied
by an adult. Booking is not required but 
normal admission prices apply. To find out
more see www.nationaltrust.org.uk or call
01892 893860.

SPA VALLEY RAILWAY, TUNBRIDGE
WELLS
Easter Specials
April 2-5
The railway will be running Easter specials
throughout the long weekend and on Easter
Sunday and Monday, there will be a bunny
hunt and Easter eggs for children. For more
information call 01892 537715 or visit
www.spavalleyrailway.co.uk.

LISTINGS

STAGED: Bridget Christie, top, and Tom Williams and the Boat, below, are on the bill
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“I’VE been doing this for 52 years
and I plan on doing it until I kick
the bucket,” says actress Debbie
Reynolds defiantly.

“I don’t plan to retire. I love my audience and
they love me back.”

Ms Reynolds has been in 60 movies, includ-
ing much-loved golden era classics like Singin’
in the Rain and The Unsinkable Molly Brown.

Now in her 70s, she’s still going strong. “I
work 42 weeks a year,” she says. This year’s
project is a one-woman variety show which will
tour 15 UK theatres in the spring.

Among them is Tunbridge Wells’ Assembly
Hall in April.

“I want to give the audience a good time
because these are hard times,” she says. “I do a
two-hour show with Gershwin songs and
Count Basie and Cab Calloway. I do a tribute to
Judy Garland who was a good friend of mine.”

Ms Reynolds also promises a lot of singing,
dancing, impressions, film clips and bloopers of
all the greats. “And,” she adds, “it’s very funny.

“All the Gabor sisters were friends of mine
and in the act, I have Zsa Zsa Gabor advising
Paris Hilton on how not to get arrested for slap-
ping a policeman.”

Zsa Zsa Gabor was at one time married to
Paris’ great grandfather, and like Paris, spent
time in jail.

In the course of her career, Ms Reynolds has
danced with both Gene Kelly and Fred Astaire:
“They were both great in their own way. Fred
was more balletic, ballroom. Gene was more of
a man’s man dancer.”

Talk of Kelly in particular stirs up memories
of Singin’ In The Rain.

“I’ve just finished reading a book on the mak-
ing of Singin’ in the Rain. It’s always interest-
ing to read anything about yourself. I had a lot
to learn and Gene Kelly was a task master and
he taught me well. But at the time I was crying
and got upset.” She has been quoted as saying
Singin’ In the Rain and child birth were the
most difficult experiences of her life.

The impressions were what launched Ms
Reynolds’ career – she won a beauty contest at
the age of 16 by impersonating Betty Hutton.
She continued to work on the skill, even enlist-
ing the help of her targets: “I made a picture
called The Catered Affair with Bette Davis and
I was always impersonating her. She would
say: ‘Do me bigger. That’s not good enough’ and
she would work with me on it. And I worked
with Mae West – she was really good to me.”

Ms Reynolds is definitely an impression con-
noisseur, and in the course of the interview she
switches voices regularly.

She says (in a New York drawl): “I like doing
Barbara Streisand because she talks like a
New Yorker, but when she sings, she sings per-
fectly.” I am reminded of a collector who wants
to bring my attention to the particular beauties
of each treasure.

Another favourite voice is James Stewart:
“Jimmie Stewart had a special way of talking,”
she says, describing the work they did together
on the epic family saga How The West Was
Won. “He loved one song in that movie so I
would always call him and sing to him.”

Another aspect of Ms Reynolds life is her col-
lection of movie memorabilia: “I started collect-
ing in 1970 and it’s now the largest permanent
collection in the world. I plan on building a

museum.” She has more than 4,000 costumes
from the silent era right up until the present
day. She reels off a list of iconic pieces: “I’ve the
gingham dress from The Wizard of Oz, and
Grace Kelly’s clothes from To Catch a Thief.
The guitar from The Sound of Music.

“The white subway dress is my favourite, but
I’ve 19 of Marilyn’s dresses.”

And is there anything she would like to own?

Debbie Reynolds
all-dancing show

Alive and
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“I want to get Johnny Depp’s pirate outfit – the
wig and all the bracelets. And something from
Titanic.”

Ms Reynolds says that it is harder these days
to come by film memorabilia. “When I brought
originally, it was at auction. Studios were
falling apart and I was able to buy. Today it’s
harder to buy from independent productions
before they sell or give them away.”

Of all her achievements, what makes Ms
Reynolds most proud? “A mother would say her
children. I’ve got two wonderful children – my
daughter is Princess Leia, Carrie Fisher, and
my son is a lovely young man. I’m proud I’ve
survived in a tough industry because of my
faith. I was able to get through it all and have
a successful life.”

She says: “I was very lucky to be working in
the golden era. We were all under contract. It
was like a university. We got to be very good
friends with each other and remained friends
through the years.

“Fred Astair, Cary Grant… these people
would be just walking around the lot.”

Ms Reynold’s stories and impressions really
do bring to life the screen legends. Her collec-
tion of memorabilia is not just physical, and
anyone who knows and appreciates the power
of tinselly magic should take this opportunity
to see an all-singing, all-dancing display of
golden era history.
• Debbie Reynolds will be Alive and
Fabulous on Saturday, April 10, at
7.30pm at the Assembly Hall in
Tunbridge Wells. For tickets, priced at
£29.50, call 01892 530613.

s is on tour with her all-singing,
w celebrating Hollywood history

SHE’S A STAR: Debbie Reynolds has been
entertaining people for more than 50 years
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