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Immersion 2012                                                                                                                                           
Architectural Design: Eco-conscious Living in LA 

Instructors: Karen Dunbar and Chris Payne 
 
SCHEDULE  
  
WEEK 1, March 13-16. We are taking field trips to the following places: 
  
TUESDAY, March 13 
9am-4pm 
Marsh Park on LA River Greenway (Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy) 
http://www.lamountains.com/parks.asp?parkid=669 
Roschen Van Cleve Architects office (Oakwood Parents) http://rvca.org/ 
  
WEDNESDAY, March 14 
10am-6pm 
Sci-Arc and the Sci-Arc student-designed CHIP House at the California Science Center 
http://www.sciarc.edu/ http://www.sciarc.edu/portal/about/solar_decathlon/index.html 
The first Living Home (Home of Steve Glenn, Living Homes CEO), Santa Monica 
http://www.livinghomes.net/primer.html 
  
THURSDAY, March 15 
9am-4pm [LUNCH PROVIDED] 
Avila Adobe on Olvera Street, Downtown LA http://www.olvera-street.com/html/avila_adobe.html 
The Lummis Home and Garden, Los Angeles, north of downtown 
http://museumsofthearroyo.com/lummishome.htm 
  
FRIDAY, March 16 
9am-4pm 
Theodore Payne Foundation, Sun Valley, California Native Plants nursery and education center 
http://www.theodorepayne.org/ 
The Schindler House & MAK Center for Architecture, West Hollywood 
http://www.makcenter.org/MAK_Schindler_House.php 
  
WEEK 2, March 19-23 
Mon-Thurs 9am-4pm 
Fri 8:00am-2:30pm (Setup 8am-10am; Students presentations 10am-12pm; 12-12:30pm LUNCH 
PROVIDED; 12:30-2:30pm studio clean up, group debrief and one-on-one assessment meetings) 
 
Dedicated to research and design work, model building, with a few guest speakers and culminates with 
student presentations on Friday. We will also have time on Friday for studio clean up, group and 
individual reflection, conversations with individual students to create their assessment. 
 
GOOD TO KNOW: 

• There will be brief readings to give students background context in theories of architecture and 
eco-responsibility in design, as well as information about eco-friendly materials and building 
methods (in class and as homework). 

 
• There will be various individual and group research tasks throughout the two weeks, both in 

class and as homework. 
 
• Students will create “idea books” that they generate during the entire class that includes 

research, collecting images or information, sketching, computer graphics, taking notes, etc. 
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• Design project: Students will be asked to design a dwelling for one person that incorporates 
both a living structure and its environment.  

 
• On the last day of the course, students will present their models to a panel of returning guest 

speakers for feedback. 
 

• On most days we’ll bring a brown bag lunches, but on a one field trip and on presentation day 
lunches will be provided.  

 
• The final half-day will be dedicated to clean up in the studio, to students reflecting on their 

experience as a group and to individual conversations with students about their assessment for 
the course. 

 
LEARNING GOALS: 
 

1. To offer an introduction to some basic concepts and “hands on” experiences in architectural 
design and to better understand what it is that an architect does. 

 
2. To educate ourselves on eco-conscious approaches to design, materials, development, and 

building. To become aware of some common and creative solutions that exist in eco-conscious 
form, structure, materials, etc. and to suggest how to use them in a design. 

 
3. To give students an opportunity for creative experimentation and problem solving on abstract 

theoretical as well as concrete physical levels through the process of applying information and 
knowledge about architectural design and eco-responsibility to their own designs for dwellings. 

 
4. To offer a consideration of the ethics of eco-responsibility in our daily lives, along with an 

opportunity to become more knowledgeable about that issue and develop a personal 
position/philosophy in that regard. 

 
5. To practice and improve our ability to communicate via a combination of visual imagery, three-

dimensional modeling and oral presentation to convey a coherent design concept. 
 
OPPORTUNITIES FOR GROWTH IN SKILLS: 
Exercises in how to: 

• effectively convey ideas in various formats (idea books, oral and visual presentations, sketching, 
drawing accurate floor plans and elevations, building models and proposals) 

• render a design “to scale” in two and three dimensions  
• work “hands on” with model-building tools and materials effectively and safely 
• improve research, data analysis and presentation skills through various exercises such as: 

conducting eco-audits of their own homes and the sites we visit; researching our field trip 
locations and preparing the group for the visit (each student will be responsible for framing an 
upcoming visit to a site for the group); researching design ideas, materials, building methods in 
relation to each student’s dwelling proposal. 

 
ASSESSMENT: The assessment categories for the immersion program are quality of involvement; 
growth of skills; and depth of understanding.  
The depth of a student’s understanding could be revealed in various ways. Some students may best 
express their ideas and understanding verbally or through writing or presentations; some students may 
do so via drawings and models. It seems important to remain open to the process of the class—to what 
students may learn that we as teachers cannot project or predict, as well as to what each can bring to 
the class in experience, knowledge or interest. We would also like to incorporate students’ own self-
assessments into the final assessment for this class. 


