
Temple Jacob Newsletter 
 
High Holy Days Sept 2015 
 
Cemetery Visit  Sun, Sept 13  10:00 am  
Erev Rosh HaShanah  Sun, Sept 13  7:30 pm 
Rosh HaShanah  Mon, Sept 14   10:00 am 
Discussion w/Rabbi  Wed, Sept 16  7:30 pm 
Shabbat Torah Study Sat, Sept 19  10:00 am  
Potluck Havdalah  Sat, Sept 19  7:30 pm 
Kol Nidre   Tues, Sept 22  7:30 pm 
Yom Kipper   Wed, Sept 23  10:00 & 3:00 Break the Fast following 
 
This year we are pleased to welcome Debbie Massarano to lead us in worship.  
Debbie is the new Director of Livnot Chai – the pluralistic Jewish community teen 
learning program in Seattle.  Livnot Chai is open to all 8th – 12th graders and 
provides diverse opportunities to engage with the Jewish community, Jewish 
learning, and Social justice.  Debbie has served as a Jewish professional in a 
variety of settings over the past 30 years.  Growing up in Southern California, 
Debbie was active in her congregation.  She served on her youth group board, 
taught in the Religious School as a teen, and served on the regional NFTY board 
as Treasurer.  Debbie spent five summers as a counselor and songleader at the 
Union for Reform Judaismʼs Camp Swig in Saratogo CA. Following a degree in 
Child Development from Cal State-Fullerton, Debbie began her formal teaching 
career with the Los Angeles Unified School District.  Debbie has lived a total of 
two years in Jerusalem and is fluent in Hebrew.  While living in Dallas, Texas, 
Debbie taught at the Solomon Schechter Day School and then served as the 
Jewish Studies Coordinator for the Wise Academy – the Reform Jewish Day 
School in Dallas.  Debbie served as a Regional Educator for the Union for 
Reform Judaism.  During those seven years, she consulted with more than 150 
congregations on their educational programming from babies to adult learning.  
Debbie served as a resource for all things Jewish Education. Debbie earned a 
Master of Arts in Religious Education from Hebrew Union College-Jewish 
Institute of Religion.  Over the last 6 years, Debbie has served as a Director of 
Lifelong Learning at congregations in Dallas and Omaha, Nebraska.  She works 
diligently to provide vibrant and meaningful opportunities of connections with 
God, the Jewish People, Torah, Tikkun Olam and Jewish values and works to 
build communities filled with fulfilling relationships. She is very excited to join her 
five children (3 biological and 2 in laws) in Seattle and to bring their beloved 
Labrador, Teah, “home” to her kids. 
 
Feed the Rabbi 
Please contact Laura Fiss (LKFISS@MTU.EDU) to invite Debbie Massarano to 
share a meal with you. She will be with us for two weeks. Lots of opportunities. 



Break the Fast 
Please contact Holly Nemiroff (HOLLYEK70@YAHOO.COM) about what you will 
contribute to the Break the Fast.  This year we could use some extra help with 
food. 
 
Passings 
Temple Jacob lost two pillars of the community this summer. Bobby Kahn died 
on Monday June 15, in Rochester MN. Services were held Friday, June 19 
followed by burial at the Temple Jacob cemetery. Richard Kahn died on August 
25. Contributions in their memory may be made to Temple Jacob, PO Box 273, 
Hancock MI 49930. We offer condolences to Larry and Cindy Kahn of 
Londonderry, New Hampshire and their children, Joshua and Rebecca, on the 
eath of their Father, Grandfather, and beloved member of Temple Jacob, Richard 
Kahn. Condolences also go to Richard's sister, Majorie Kahn Druckman, and his 
brother in law, Daniel, of Potomac, Maryland. The funeral service was August 30 
at O'Neill Dennis Funeral Home with interment on August 31 at the Temple Jacob 
Cemetery.  May their memory be for a blessing.  
 
Temple Jacob extends its condolences to Peggy Jackson on the death of her 
father and to Don Arkin on the death of his father Norman Arkin. 
 
Youth 
From Noah Gershenson – president of UPTY (Upper Peninsula Temple Youth 
Group) and Vice President of NFTY/MI 
In the past year I've been to five NFTY weekend events: Mackinac Madness, Fall 
Kallah, Winter Kallah/Ski Trip, Ruachfest/Elections, and Spring Kallah.  At 
Elections, I was elected to the NFTY-MI board as the 5775-5776 Religious and 
Cultural Vice President.  As well, last year was Upper Peninsula Temple Youth 
(UPTY)'s inaugural year of involvement with NFTY-MI.  We have grown steadily 
up to four members, with high hopes for expanding further over the next year.  In 
addition, I've participated in NFTY Nashir, a weekend-long song leading institute 
for NFTY participants, in Chicago to improve my song leading skills for NFTY-MI 
and the congregation.  I plan on attending it again this March.  This past summer, 
thanks to the Shoer Family Education Trust, I spent my time at the URJ Kutz 
Camp in Warwick, NY studying torah and learning to be a leader in the NFTY 
community.  It was an incredible experience where I learned so much from other 
participants around me, as well as the faculty and staff at the camp.  I can't 
describe what a huge impact it had on me and how life changing the camp was in 
just this short newsletter.  There will be 3-4 statewide Kallot this next year in 
NFTY-MI as well as three more subregional events that will be located in the 
southeast, southwest, and Saginaw Bay areas of Michigan which are, as well, 
open to participants from all around the state.  
 



I don't think I've learned as much about myself so quickly or in such a fun manner 
as I have in my past year as a part of NFTY.  In just five short weekends spread 
throughout the school year, I've made connections with new, life-long friends as 
well as with myself and my own Judaism.  Being surrounded by such passionate 
young adults who share so much in common with me I couldn't help but to dig 
deeper into who I am as a person, as a leader, and as a Jew.  My time spent as 
a participant in NFTY has taught me to be passionate--to take a stand on 
important issues and pursue change.  It's taught me that being a leader is just as 
much about standing at the front of a room commanding attention as it is about 
sitting down in the middle of a crowd actively participating.  Just as important, 
NFTY taught me that being a Jew isn't the same for everyone, and it's not even 
the same for the same person from month to month, week to week, or even day 
to day.  One of the most amazing things about NFTY is the fact that I've 
experienced spirituality and prayer/worship in countless different ways--from a 
traditional service, to building sculptures out of leaves in the woods--and each of 
these experiences has helped me shape my own beliefs in a new way.  NFTY 
has forever changed me in such a positive way and will continue to do so for the 
remainder of my time as a participant. 
 
By the way, anyone can donate to the Shoer Family Education Trust to help our 
youth participate in the activities that are often down state. 
 
All of our students have been active in other Jewish camping and youth groups.  
Noah was joined by Eva Weissbach Nemiroff, Olivia Lohmann, and Daniel 
Gershenson for the Spring Kallah and Daniel was a counselor at URJ Camp 
Harlam this summer.  
 
We are also excited to send off three members of our community to college this 
year.  Ceci Wallace is headed to Oberlin, Aliza Levin is headed to the University 
of Illinois at Chicago, and Daniel Gershenson is headed to Yale. I think they all 
would agree that a holiday package may not be a bad thought. 
 
Birthright Israel registration for winter trips (December to March) opens on 
September 8th. As the only Reform Birthright Israel provider, URJ Kesher offers 
free trips to Israel for eligible young adults ages 18-26 to explore their connection 
to Israel, their Jewish identity, and the Jewish community at large. Please contact 
Susan (SBURACK@PASTY.NET) if you want to be on the priority registration list 
or check out GOKESHER.ORG. 
 
Grounds 
Thanks to Frank for the major clean up in the kitchen, installing the new water 
heater, the humidifier, cleaning the carpets and many other building amenities as 
well as watering and mowing the grounds. 
 



Thanks to the garden crew Frank, Frann, Laura, Andy, Holly, Zoe, Marina, Jack. 
Moshe, Lena and Susan for planting and weeding.  The flower borders have 
been blooming beautifully. Thanks to Craig Ekstrum for weed whacking and to 
Burt Seligmann for donating a working lawn mower. Thanks to Amber Campbell 
of G&S Nursery in Houghton for donating a van load of plants and flowers. 
 
Retreats and Events 
Thanks to a grant from the Ravitz Foundation, Yale Strom and Hot Pstromi 
performed at the Calumet Theatre on Monday 3 August. They came to us from 
the Ark in Ann Arbor and from here visited Marquette, the Sault, Petoskey, and 
Traverse City. The tour was arranged by L'Dor v Dor the six synagogue 
consortium. 
 
The next Intergenerational 6 Synagogue Retreat is Fri – Sun 23/25 October at 
Shanty Creek, near Traverse City. The theme of the week-end is Jewish 
Journeys. Rabbi Arielle Rosenberg, from Temple Beth Shalom, Traverse City, 
and Wendy Rose Bice of the Jewish Historical Society of Michigan will facilitate. 
  
The next L'Dor v Dor Women's Retreat will be Friday 20 November to Sunday 22 
November at the Holiday Inn in Munising. Registration for both events will be 
coming by e mail. 
 
The URJ Biennial takes place in Orlando FL Nov 4 -8. For more information go to 
URJ.org.  Temple Jacob will likely be sending a contingent this year. 
 
Elections 
At the Temple Jacob Annual Meeting at the synagogue Thursday 20 August the 
following were elected to serve for the coming year: President John Gershenson, 
Vice President Laura Fiss, Secretary Holly Nemiroff and Treasurer Jack Reiss. 
Andy Fiss volunteered to be the web master and Mike Smith will oversee 
communications. 
 
Welcome 
We welcome Davis Moss and his wife Colleen Beaman from Milwaukee to our 
community. They have a summer place on Lake Medora and have connected 
with Candace Stanlake and Alan Beth from Floridawho also spend summers at 
Lake Medora. 
 
William Shoer & Jennie Smidt Shoer  
William Shoer, one of ten children was born in Maruqtte in 1914. His father 
emigrated from the area of Courland in what is now western Russia. His mother 
came from the area of Riga, Latvia. They established a grocery in Hancock in the 
building that now houses Gemignaniʼs. They lived above the store. 
 



William was a veteran of World War II, serving as a military policeman. William 
and Jennie were married in September 1948 and honeymooned in Hancock. 
They lived in Peabody MA. William, his father and his two older brothers 
partnered in a food service business in Salem MA.  
 
William sent contributions and memories of his youth in Hancock to Temple 
Jacob on the occasion of Jewish Holidays. After William and Jennie died, the 
Shoer Education Trust was created. It provides funds every year for camperships 
and other Jewish educational projects for Temple Jacob youth. 
 
Rabbi Kaplan 
Rabbi Dana Evans Kaplan was our student rabbi in 1990. He saw our call for a 
High Holiday Rabbi and got in touch. He is now the rabbi for the congregation in 
Jamaica.  He writes, “ I have always remembered my student Rabbi ten-day time 
in Houghton Hancock with great fondness. It was my first student Rabbi position. 
I had just been in rabbinical school for a month. Because I was studying in the 
Jerusalem program, I needed a pulpit that was only for the high holy days 
because I wasn't going to be able to come back and forth every few weeks from 
Israel!  
 
Etcetera 
Harley Sachs and Susan Burack went to visit a Jewish prisoner at the minimum 
security prisons. It was pretty secure. We brought him a prayer book at his 
request, which he didn't even glance at. He must have been told by his lawyer to 
ask for a prayer book to show religious devotion. It was an interesting 
afternoon. People seemed so hungry for Judaism. There were so many nice 
people there.”  
 
Susan spoke about the Holocaust to five Freshman English classes at Houghton 
High School. They read Elie Wiesel's "Night." Some of their responses follow: 
"Of all the things you have taught us today, I will always remember how 
amazingly complex the Jewish faith is and all the traditions."  "I learned that the 
Holocaust affected the Middle East as well as Europe and that Jews come from 
three different places."  "I will remember how vibrant Jewish culture seems, 
despite the Holocaust and other Anti-Semitic persecutions."   "I learned that 
'Israel' means 'wrestle with God,'. I also learned that Judaism isn't about 
answering questions but asking questions."  "The main thing that I will remember 
is the beautiful, vibrant culture of the Jewish religion. It interested me that the 
Jewish culture still remains throughout empires in history."  
 
Moshe Einav was also invited to speak about the Holocaust to a class at 
Houghton High School. 
  



Rav Maya Liebovich first woman reform rabbi of Israel and her husband 
Menachem, visiting summer rabbi at Temple Bnai Israel, Petoskey, toured 
Temple Jacob at the end of June while exploring the UP including Marquette, the 
Keweenaw and the Porkies. Other visitors included Laura Fissʼ parents, and an 
Israeli couple from Ann Arbor visiting Tech with their grand daughter, a 
prospective student. 
 
Dieter Adolphs, Humanities Professor at Michigan Tech is coordinating a 
conference on Family and Partnership Relationships During and After Exile for 
the Biannual Meeting of the North American Society for Exile Studies. He is 
interested in including information about the Kahn Family and Conference 
attendees will have a tour of Temple Jacob. Adolphs lives in the house in East 
Hancock built for Isidor Gartnerʼs daughter, where Ted and Louise Reiss lived 
with their children. 
 
Than you 
Our Treasurer appreciates you payment of dues 1 – 1½% of household income 
by 1 Sept. Contributions are always welcome.  Mail to Temple Jacob, PO Box 
273, Hancock MI 49930. 
 
Temple Jacob blank note cards with 12 different photos of the interior and 
exterior of the synagogue are wonderful for High Holiday greetings, Bʼnai 
Mitzvah, condolences, etc. Available at TJ for $36. Or by mail for $40 to include 
shipping and handling. A TJ fundraiser! 
  
If you have borrowed a book from the Temple Jacob library, please return it so 
others my read it. Donations of Jewish books are welcome. 
 
Our website address is http://templejacobhancock.org.  
 
Receive all of our updates by e-mail.  Send a note to us at: 
templejacoboftheup@gmail.com. 
 


