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Preserving the Temple Jacob building and history 
Providing Jewish community for Houghton, Keweenaw, Baraga, 

and Ontonagon Counties 
 

ANNUAL MEETING 
Sunday July 22, 5 PM Temple Jacob 

We are accepting nominations for all board positions. 
 

NEWS of the past year 
The Temple Jacob community had a busy year. We met for Torah Study on the first Saturday 
each month at 11: at the Portage Lake District Library. Shabbat services were held each month, 
accompanied by a potluck. Thanks to those who led and those who volunteered their homes in 
the winter while the building was closed. 
 
Sukkot was observed at the Holdens’. Ruth Seidner led Simchat Torah. Chanukah at Frank’s 
with our traditional White Elephant gift exchange. Purim at the Fisses’ and Passover at the 
synagogue, opened earlier than usual. Thanks to David and Ilya for leading Seder, and to Frank 
for organizing the food and getting the building ready. 
 
In mid-September, members of the Temple Jacob community participated in events with 
Holocaust survivor Peter Gorog, who spoke at Michigan Tech. Susan gave a tour to Gorog and 
also joined him for a luncheon to discuss modern implications of the Holocaust. Michigan 
Tech’s Center for Diversity & Inclusion sponsored “Survivor: A Conversation with Peter Gorog, 
a Holocaust Survivor from the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum” on Wed, Sept 13. 
 
In mid-October, Temple Jacob hosted a lecture from Holocaust survivor Irene Miller, and she 
spoke at five local schools the following week with coverage in the Daily Mining Gazette. 
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Hot Pstromi performed at the Calumet Theatre on Oct 16 as part of a block booking tour that 
included Temple Beth Sholom in Marquette and Temple B’nai Israel in Petoskey, supported by a 
grant from the Ravitz Foundation. 
 
We gathered to say Kaddish for Susanna Peters’s mother on Oct 3.  
 
On Feb 17, Jim Kurtti, Finnish American Heritage Center, connected Susan with Finnish visitor 
Bror Traskbacka who was curious about Jews in the Copper Country. They met at K.C. 
Bonkers and Ilya Holden happened to be there and talked persuasively about what it is like to be 
a Jewish youth in the Copper Country. 
 
March 24, several members of Temple Jacob participated in the March for Our Lives on the 
Bridge. Ilya spoke eloquently before the March. 
 
Bishop Munib Younan lectured about "Christian-Jewish-Muslim Dialogue" at Finlandia 
University April 2, and members of Temple Jacob were invited. 
 
Our 104-year-old building survived the Father’s Day Flood with minimal damage.  
 
UPCOMING EVENTS  
L’Dor v dor Intergenerational Retreat (August 24-August 26) 
We encourage everyone to participate in our Intergenerational Fall Retreat Weekend in 
Manistique, Michigan. Many of our past attenders consider the Clear Lake Education Center in 
Manistique to be their very favorite venue.  
 
Our theme is “Putting the Pieces Together.” On hand will be Marquette’s 2017-18 student Rabbi, 
Zoe McCoon, for rabbinical services and music. Activities include Shabbat and Havdalah 
services, swimming, boating, and a glass-bottom raft trip across Kitch-iti-kipi, Michigan's largest 
spring. By the end of the retreat, you will feel like you are part of one large mishpochah. 
 
The cost per person is $36--remarkably low, due to our generous grant from L'Dor v'Dor 
Women's Consortium and support from the Ravitz Foundation. The price includes on-site rustic 
lodging, all meals, programming, activities, and materials. There are hotels available in the area 
for comfort lodging. 
 
Retreat Agenda: http://bit.do/Wild17A   
Retreat Menu: http://bit.do/Wild17M  
 
At the previous Retreat in the Sault in March, over forty participants, ranging in age from six 
months to over eighty years, and hailing from the UP, Petoskey, Ann Arbor, and Chicago, 
participated, enjoying a spirited Shabbat weekend of Torah, friendship, education, food, Tai Chi, 
swimming, cross-country skiing, snowshoeing, a tour of the Sault shul, a hamantaschen contest, 
and a Purimspiel. Guest speakers Alyssa Vert-Levine, of the Jewish Historical Society of 
Michigan, and David Contorer, of Hebrew Free Loan, brought knowledge and insight from their 
respective organizations. And the retreat was generously supported by the Jewish Women’s 



 3 

Foundation of Metropolitan Detroit and the Ravitz Foundation. Other weekend activities 
included: a children’s mask-making project and traveling trunk show; a visual one-hundred-
seventy-five-year history of Israel’s boundary and population changes; an intercongregational 
presidents’ meeting; group sharing of each community’s activities; a discussion of current anti-
Semitic threats and security innovations in each community; and ideas for future collaboration, 
including retreats, block-booking educational opportunities, and communal sharing of resources 
via long-distance learning. 
 

HIGH HOLY DAYS SCHEDULE (Tentative) 
 
Sunday 2 September  10:00 am Annual Clean Up 
Sunday 9 September  10:00 am Cemetery Visit 
Sunday 9 September  7:30 pm Erev Rosh HaShanah & oneg 
Monday 10 September  9:30 am Rosh HaShanah Warm-Up for Kids 
Monday 10 September  10:00 am Rosh HaShanah followed by Tashlich 
TBD    Potluck and discussion 
Friday 14 September   7:30 pm Erev Shabbat potluck & services 
Saturday 15 September 10:00 am Torah Study at Temple Jacob  
Tuesday 18 September  7:30 pm Kol Nidre 
Wednesday 19 September  10 am  Yom Kippur Morning Services 
Wednesday 19 September 3 pm  Yom Kippur Afternoon Services & Break the Fast 

 
Jewish Educator Debbie Massarano 
We are delighted to have Debbie Massarano returning to lead services for her third year! She has 
over 30 years of experience as a Jewish professional, including as a teacher, song-leader, 
regional educator, and synagogue administrator. This year, the Keweenaw Unitarian Fellowship 
has invited Debbie to speak to their group. 
 
“Feed the Rabbi” 
There are multiple opportunities to “Feed the Rabbi,” contact Debbie directly at 
demassarano@gmail.com to sign up for breakfasts, lunches, and dinners. 
 
HOLIDAY CALENDAR for 5779 (2018/19) 

Sukkot    Sept 23 – 30   
Simchat Torah   Sept 30 – Oct 1 
Chanukah   Dec 2 – 10  
Tu B'shvat   Jan 20 – 21  
Purim    March 20 – 21  
Passover    April 19 – 26  
Yom HaShoah   May 1 – 2  
Shavuot   Jun 8 – 9  

 
MEMBERSHIP COMMITMENT: We want and need to count you as a member. The 
suggested membership amount is 1 – 1.5% of annual family gross income. Newcomers are not 
expected to pay dues for their first year, and students are always guests of the congregation. Dues 
should be paid by September 1. 
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Family Gross Income           Annual Commitment 
$0 - $25,000    $150 - $375  
$25,000 - $50,000   $250 - $750 
$50,000 - $100,000   $500 - $1,500 
$100,000 and over   $1,000 and up  
 
UPDATES  
Congratulations to Eva Weissbach Nemiroff on her graduation from high school. Eva is a 
counselor at Buck’s Rock summer camp and is headed to Sarah Lawrence College in the fall. 
 
The Fiss family is expecting a baby around the High Holy Days. 
 
Frann Grossman is serving on the Board of the Keweenaw Green Burial Association 
representing Temple Jacob. Traditional Jewish burials have always been green. Go to 
https://kgba.weebly.com or contact Frann for more information. 
 
Rabbi Dalia Marx, our student rabbi for two years when she was at HUC-JIR Cincinnati, is part 
of a new group of 25 rabbis added to the Women Rabbis collection on jwa.org. As a professor of 
liturgy at the Jerusalem campus of Hebrew Union College–Jewish Institute of Religion, where 
students from around the world learn to become Reform rabbis, Dalia Marx is helping to shape 
how a new generation approaches prayer. Their stories not only illuminate examples of 
rabbinical leadership but also shed light on universal experiences—the tricky juggling of work 
and life, the challenge of owning one’s authority, and the unexpected discoveries along one’s 
professional journey. The overall narrative in Women Rabbis is one of extraordinary 
perseverance, leadership, and creativity. 
 
Rabbi Faedra Weiss wrote: “Temple Jacob was my first High Holy Day pulpit. A wonderful 
experience! In our recent move, I found the letter from the congregation inviting me--by a vote 
of 12 to 3. Women rabbinic students were unusual in 1977--I hope I helped pave the way. I 
always enjoy hearing the news from Temple Jacob and hope I will have the opportunity to visit 
soon!” 
 
Rabbi Joseph Meszler, who also served as our student rabbi, wrote a revision of Unataneh 
Tokef which we read at services during the High Holy Days. He is the Rabbi at Temple Sinai in 
Sharon, MA. 
 
MTU Jewish Student Group: Thanks to Zach Rubenstein for getting everything in place for an 
official Hillel to form at Michigan Tech. Because he left for a job in Seattle, the group does not 
have an advisor. 
 
WELCOME to Roz Heidtke who grew up in Petoskey and to Jennifer Rachels, a new PhD 
student at Tech in Energy Policy. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Calumet Jewish Cemetery: Inspired by David Goldman's visit a year ago, a crew of David 
Moss and Colleen Beaman, Candace Stanlake and Alan Beth, George and Brenda Nousianen, 
and Paul and Anita Campbell, Frank, Eli, Jack, and Susan have cleared trees and brush and 
marked a trail from Tamarack Waterworks Road to the Calumet Jewish Cemetery. Thank you for 
all your hard work! On Sunday May 20, a crew gathered to clear trees and brush and search for 
boundary lines. It was a perfect time to be there because it was early enough in the season that 
things were visible.  
 
The group’s goals are to investigate depressions in the ground with GPS to identify other 
possible burial sites, to survey the property, and establish boundaries, to keep brush cleared, and 
to explore possible fencing. Signage, and a relationship with Keweenaw National Historical 
Park, as well as documentation are part of longer-range plans. 
 
The Houghton County Genealogical Society documented the site in 2002 and the Campbells 
have compiled a notebook about the cemetery including information about the Altman family 
who drowned in the fire on the ship, the Bon Voyage, and about residents of Calumet buried 
there before 1910. 
 
Call for Applicants for the William and Jennie Shoer Campership Fund: Dedicated to 
supporting Temple Jacob children with funds to attend summer camp. William Shoer grew up in 
Hancock where his father had a grocery store where Gemignani’s is now. The family lived above 
the store. Until his death, he stayed connected to Temple Jacob, sending contributions and 
memories at each holiday. After his death, his brother and two nephews delivered a bequest to 
us, and, when they met our children, decided to establish the Shoer Fund in memory of William 
and Jennie Shoer. 
 
Funds are to be used by member families of Temple Jacob to support activities of children 
younger than 18/pre-college. First preference will be given to attendance at Jewish summer 
camp. If additional funds are available after meeting that need, funds may be applied to other 
youth activities such as travel down- or out-of-state for attendance at an event hosted by an 
organization for Jewish Youth (eg. NFTY). 
 
To apply: Please provide the name and age of the child, the purpose for which the funds are 
requested, and the amount requested. Receipts will be required before funds are issued, but a 
decision can be rendered in advance of payment. Applications to the fund should be addressed to 
the board; any board members whose families submit applications will recuse themselves from 
the decision process. 
 
Deadline: February 1. However, we welcome inquiries and can accept applications at any time. 
 
We strongly encourage families with eligible children to apply for this wonderful resource, 
generously endowed by the Shoer family. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS form an important part of sustaining Jewish life in the Keweenaw. Our 
members are staunch but few (we have 10 member units currently). If you are celebrating a 
simcha, wish to honor a relative or friend, feel moved by your recollections of the beauty of our 
building, or otherwise are thinking of us "Frozen Chosen," you can reach us at: 

Temple Jacob, PO Box 273, Hancock MI 49930. 
 

 
GENEROUS CONTRIBUTIONS have been received from Jackson Cone & Kayla Chase; Bob 
& Rusty Lytikainen; Joseph Wildberg & Carol Ellstein; Jerrie Sasson; Barbara Saul; Roberta & 
Rick London; Wayne & Cass Haapala; Cemetery Funds in Memory of the Joffee Family & Jill 
Joffee Strauss; from Roberta Locke; Neal Joffee; Jack Reiss & Karen Lee; Preservation Funds 
from Larry Kahn. Thank you for your generosity! 
 
We are delighted to keep offering the Shoer Family Campership Fund because of the generosity 
of the Shoer Family! 
 
Contributions are always welcome and appreciated. Please send them to:  

Temple Jacob, PO Box 273, Hancock MI 49930. 
 
THANKS to everyone who helped lead a service, clean the temple; who hosted Debbie for a 
meal; who gave a reading, sang a prayer, or helped with the Torah service; who brought a dish to 
a potluck; who helped organize an event; who helped do the dishes, who helped maintain the 
grounds. Thanks to Eli for carrying the flag in the Parade of Nations. Thanks to Larry Kahn for 
housing Hot Pstromi. 
 
And especially THANKS to the Temple Jacob Board: to Laura as President, a role she never 
envisioned but one she has fulfilled with grace and charm; to David as Vice President, for never 
failing to pitch in with insight and wisdom; to Jack as Treasurer, for keeping us grounded 
financially and overseeing the Temple Jacob Cemetery; to Andy as Secretary, for keeping us 
informed and maintaining our web presence. Gratitude for your service! 
 
Please update your information for our mailing list, and help us save on printing and postage 
costs by sharing your e-mail address. To receive the newsletter by e-mail instead of snail mail, 
send your address to templejacoboftheup@gmail.com  
 
Temple Jacob blank note cards with 12 different photos of the interior and exterior are available 
for $36 or $40 by mail to include shipping and handling. 
  
Our website is http://templejacobhancock.org   
Join us on Facebook: Temple Jacob Hancock.  
 

PLANNING ON STOPPING BY FOR A TOUR? Please let us know. Contact Susan Burack 
sburack@pasty.net 

906.482.3270 
 


