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Chag Pesach Sameach! Happy Passover! 
 

PASSOVER SEDER 
 
Join Temple Jacob for our Passover Seder on Monday April 10 at 6 pm. Set up and preparation 
begins at 4 pm. The Seder will be held at Temple Jacob this year! Please RSVP to Andy at 
afiss@mtu.edu. We need to know how many people are attending and how many are vegetarians. 
Students are always the guests of the congregation, as are those new to the area. Donations 
welcome to cover the cost of the catered main dish. 

 
L’Dor v’dor 
In the interest of avoiding conflicting dates, please mark your calendars for the upcoming L’Dor 
v’dor events! 
 
Intergenerational Retreats    Women’s Retreats 
October 20-22, 2017 Manistique   April 21-23, 2017 Munising 
March 9-11, 2018 Sault Ste Marie   November 17-19, 2017 Munising 
 
Hot Pstromi Returns 
L'Dor v’dor is planning a return engagement for the klezmer group led by Yale Strom tentatively 
scheduled for Monday October 16 in the Copper Country – with possible class visits to MTU and 
Finlandia and a master class for musicians. Hot Pstromi will also be musicians in residence at the 
Retreat in Manistique the following weekend. (See the announcement above!) 
 
Monthly Shabbat Services 
We continue to have monthly Shabbat services. Thanks to everyone who has led, hosted, and 
attended! 
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Torah Study 
We have been meeting at the Portage Lake District Library at 11 am on the first Saturday of the 
month for Torah Study. Join us for a lively discussion of the Torah portion! 
 
Since the last newsletter: Holidays and Potlucks 
We were so happy to have Debbie Massarano be with us to lead services for the High Holy Days 
again this year. We celebrated Sukkot at the Holdens’ house, Simchat Torah with our customary 
pizza, and Chanukah at Frank’s with our hilarious gift exchange. Frank organized the third 
annual “Going to the Dogs” and chili supper at the Nara Nature Center and Copper Country 
Humane Society. Thanks to all! 
 
History 
The Jewish Historical Society of MI (JHSM) brought Hasia Diner to Detroit to present on her 
new book Roads Taken: The Great Jewish Migrations to the New World and the Peddlers Who 
Forged the Way. Roads Taken is the worldwide story of young Jewish peddlers who, with 
commodities strapped on their backs, broadened the range of the retail distribution system, 
revolutionized consumerism, and were catalysts for migration and touchstones for social 
interaction and cultural understanding.  
 
Temple Jacob is a member of JHSM, and Susan saw the notice. The photo of Isidor Gartner from 
Frimodig's "Keweenaw Character" is the cover of the book jacket! She contacted Wendy Rose 
Bice, the director, and told her about TJ's connection. Wendy generously sent an autographed 
copy of the book. She asked about a copy of the photo. The credit for the book jacket photo says 
"Isadore Gartner, traveling salesman, photographed in Republic, MI, c 1880s. photo courtesy of 
Jack Deo/Superior View." He sells digital copies. Jack Reiss and Marjorie Kahn Druckman put 
together some information about the Gartner family, which was submitted to JHSM. 
 
Isidor Gartner 
Isidor Gartner was born in Breslau, Germany in 1869. His mother, Sophie Jaralof, died and his 
father, Jacob, remarried to Cecile Kottlartzig. Jacob and Isidor arrived at Ellis Island in 1885 and 
went to Detroit where they had relatives. Isidor, at age 15,  was outfitted as a peddler and sent 
north. He wired his father to meet him in the Copper Country, booming with copper mines at the 
time. 
 
Isidor and his father walked because of Jacob's fear of horses. Their territory was the mining 
locations of the Keweenaw Peninsula where they were successful enough to open a store in 1886 
on the corner of Hancock and Tezcuco Streets in Hancock. 
 
The store was successful and Jacob sent for his wife and three remaining children. The store 
prospered and moved to a bigger location on Quincy Street where it remained. It was known as 
the largest department store north of Milwaukee.  
 
After Jacob's death, Isidor ran the business.  While on a business trip to Milwaukee he met Erma 
Abraham and they married in 1913.  They had two children. Isidor tired of the business and 
wanted to spend more leisure time. He enjoyed the camaraderie of his friends at the Elks Club. 
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So he passed the business down to his daughters Jean and Louise and their husbands Norbert 
Kahn and Ted Reiss who ran the store. Isidor Gartner died in 1952. Norbert and Jean had two 
children, Richard and Marjorie. Ted and Louise also had two children, Karen and Jack. Richard 
Kahn and his wife Roberta managed the store until its closing in 2010. 
 
Temple Jacob, the first synagogue in the Upper Peninsula, founded as "The First Congregation 
of Israel," was opened in 1912, the year after Jacob died at age 68. It has always been called 
Temple Jacob in his honor as he was the major donor. Ted & Louise Gartner Reiss’s son Jack 
continues the family connection to Temple Jacob, serving as Treasurer of the Congregation and 
Administrator of the Temple Jacob Cemetery. 
 
NOTE: In 1933, after he became an American citizen, Norbert visited his family in Germany. He 
witnessed the adverse conditions in Germany and began sponsoring family members. Norbert 
ultimately brought 39 people to America until the beginning of World War II when it was no 
longer possible. 
 
MEMBERSHIP COMMITMENT: If you’re interested in becoming a member of Temple 
Jacob, it’s not too late! The suggested membership dues amount is 1 – 1.5% of annual family 
gross income: 
 
Family Gross Income           Annual Commitment 
$0 - $25,000    $150 - $375  
$25,000 - $50,000   $250 - $750 
$50,000 - $100,000   $500 - $1,500 
$100,000 and over   $1,000 and up  
 
Contributions are always welcome and appreciated. Please send them to:  

Temple Jacob, PO Box 273, Hancock MI 49930. 
 
UPDATES  
Calumet Jewish Cemetery: David Goldman came up from the Detroit area to visit the Calumet 
Jewish Cemetery and research a relative who may have lived here. He encouraged Temple Jacob 
members to be involved with preserving the cemetery. 
 
NFTY: Eva Weissbach Nemiroff and Noah Gershenson attended the NFTY Convention in 
Chicago thanks to support from the Shoer family campership funds. 
 
Robert and Eva Nemiroff’s “Dreidel Fairness Study” was posted in the journal The Winnower. 
They determined that dreidels don't fall randomly. 
 
The Keweenaw Climate Community reached out to local congreations and included Temple 
Jacob to discuss energy conservation, energy efficiency, social justice and climate change. At 
Temple Jacob, we can participate by being mindful about disposables. 
 
If you have borrowed a book from the Temple Jacob Library, please return it so others may 
read it. Donations are always welcome. 
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FYI 
Hebrew Free Loan’s William Davidson Jewish College Loan Program provides interest-free 
loans to Jewish students from across Michigan for post-secondary study at accredited 
institutions. WDJCLP’s loans supply the final funds a student needs to attend school. These 
loans can be used for study at a college or university, or a graduate school or professional school 
that leads to a degree or a certificate. Please email info@jewishcollegemi.org with any questions 
or call 248.723.8184. Apply online at www.jewishcollegeloansmi.org from April 1-May 15, 
2017. 
 
THANKS to John, Leo, Robert, Andy, Ellen, Linda, Frann, Laura, and Susan for helping with 
the annual clean-up, to Laura for keeping us organized, to Andy for communicating with us, to 
David Holden for helping with the website, to Frank for building upkeep, to Deborah Goldman 
for donating books and Judaica, and to all who donate time and energy! 
 
Please update your information for our mailing list, and help us save on printing and postage 
costs by sharing your e-mail address with us! To receive the newsletter by e-mail instead of snail 
mail, send your address to templejacoboftheup@gmail.com  
 
Our website address is http://templejacobhancock.org 
Or come join us on Facebook! Look for Temple Jacob Hancock. 
 
Our Fundraiser 
Temple Jacob blank note cards with 12 different photos of the interior and exterior are great for 
High Holy Day greetings, Bnai Mitzvahs, condolences, etc. Available for $36 or $40 by mail to 
include shipping and handling. 
 

PLANNING ON VISITING? Please let us know! Contact Susan Burack 
at sburack@pasty.net or phone 906 482 3270. 

 


