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Community Seder If you are far from your family, please join us for the Temple Jacob 
Community Potluck Seder on Friday 6 April at 6 p.m. at Susan¹s. We do a shortened version. 
Students are always the guests of the congregation. It is imperative that you RSVP so that we 
know how many places to set. sburack@pasty.net or 906 482 3270. We need wine, charoset, 
main dish, potato kugel, vegetables, dessert, and ??? 
 
Centennial: We hope you are planning to join us to celebrate Temple Jacob¹s 100th 
anniversary. We are busy planning for a wonderful week-end of festivities as we launch into the 
next 100 years! 
 
DEADLINE for your family history is March 30 
DEADLINE for early registration is May 1 
 
Celebrate Temple Jacob¹s 100th Anniversary the week-end of August 9 - 12, 2012.  
 
Bring your family to explore their roots, visit the old neighborhood, renew old friendships, and 
share your memories. This is a once in a lifetime event, the 100th anniversary of a very special 
place. The schedule includes: A reception for the Temple Jacob history exhibit at the Carnegie 
Museum (the old library) on Thursday evening, a day to explore the Keweenaw, erev Shabbat 
services, sharing personal stories on Saturday morning, trolley tours of homes and businesses on 
Saturday afternoon, a Gala Dinner at the Rozsa Center Saturday evening and a bagel brunch on 
Sunday morning. 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                     
 
                           
 
 
                 Centennial Preservation Fund Committee 
 
The Temple Jacob Preservation Fund campaign is off to a good start. To those of you who have 
already contributed generously, we offer a heartfelt thank you. A list of contributors follows. To 
those of you whom we haven’t heard from yet, you want to be on this list! Please contact us if 
we don’t contact you. If you need more information, contact any of the members of the 
Committee. In the words of two of our Committee members:  
 
“I was delighted to volunteer to be on this committee. It’s been wonderful reconnecting with old 
friends. Temple Jacob was such an important part of our life in the Copper Country. I value its 
presence, and I want to see it preserved” ‹Roberta London. 
 
“I grew up here. I’ve been away for many years, and I’ve come back. Temple Jacob meant a lot 
to my family. I’m pleased to be able to volunteer for the Temple Jacob Preservation Fund 
Committee to help preserve this place of worship for future generations”. ‹Jack Reiss. 
 
For 100 years ‹through two World Wars, the Great Depression, and a myriad of manmade and 
natural disasters ‹Temple Jacob offered haven and hospitality to residents and visitors alike. Now 
Temple Jacob needs structural repair! Time and the elements, if left to their devices, will destroy 
this landmark structure which previous generations of Jewish families worked to build and 
maintain. Please help us preserve Temple Jacob so that generations to come may benefit as we 
have. Contributions are tax-deductible.  
 
Send  contributions to: 
 
Temple Jacob Preservation Fund, P.O. Box 273 Hancock, MI 49930 
Contributions of $250 or more will be recognized on a permanent Donor Wall 
Plaque mounted in the entrance to the Sanctuary. 
 
 
                    
 
 
 
 

Announcing the Willard and Lois Cohodas           
Challenge Grant 
  
Thanks to the generous support of Willard and Lois Cohodas, 
the Temple Jacob Preservation Fund is pleased to announce the 
Cohodas Challenge which will match the next $5000 of 
contributions to the Preservation Fund.  Please help us to meet 
this Challenge by sending your generous contribution today! 
 



 
                   
                      List of Contributors (as of March 15, 2012) 
 
Sustaining: $5000+ 
 
Benefactor: $2500-$4999 
Richard & Roberta London 
 
Sponsor: $1000-$2499 
Todd & Lorna Anderson, Sheila Klatzky, Elizabeth Klatzky Berman, Roberta Klatzky, Jack & 
Karen Reiss, Paul Shoer, Debbie & John Gershenson 
 
Patron: $500-999 
Antoinette Klatzky, Zachary & Lauren London, Kurt & Lois Rollman, Jean Joffee. 
 
Friend: $250-$499 
Neal Joffee & Tanya Feldberg, Hugh Field, Richard & Roberta Locke, Taussig families, Temple 
Beth Israel/Ann Arbor, Temple Beth Sholom/Marquette, Alex & Stephanie Bornes-Weil, Joseph 
Wildberg& Carol Ellstein, Paul & Lindy Wine, Sari London & Brian Wolkenberg, Phyllis 
Schiff. 
                                                             *** 
 
We have also received smaller gifts, which we gratefully acknowledge, from the following 
individuals and organizations: 
Bayard Beach- Good Shepard Lutheran Church, Ellen Campbell, Beverly Friend, 
Zvi & Marlene Gitelman, Diane Learner, Sharon Levine, Ellen Ravreby, Lillian 
Richards, Ethel & Gary Rosenblatt, Paul & Lindy Wine, Diane Morris. 
 
                                                     Thank you! 
Susan Burack, President. Ph. 906-482-3270 sburack@pasty.net 
Sheila Klatzky, Centennial Committee 914-683-8221. srklatzky@gmail.com 
Roberta London, Centennial Committee 414-351-3906. Roberta.wine.london@gmail.com 
Jack Reiss, Treasurer & Centennial Committee 906-288-3775. reissjg@alphacomm.net 
 
                                                  News 
Members of the Copper Country Jewish Community celebrated Sukkot & Shabbat at the 
Gershensons; Chanukah at the Levins where the white elephant gift exchange was a hoot; and 
Purim at the Peters/Wallaces. Thanks to our hosts. 
 
We lost one of our members on Jan 1 when Lou Owen died suddenly of an apparent heart 
attack. May his memory be for a blessing. Our thoughts and prayers are with Liz and children, 
Nate & Barbie. There will be a service in the spring at the Pilgrim River where Lou loved to 
fish. 
 
Our condolences to Iosif Pinelis whose father died. 
 
Congratulations and Best of luck to Shaye and Matt who finished his PhD. We are sorry to have 
them leave our community. They helped with the grounds clean-up, taught Hebrew class, blew 
the shofar, contributed to potlucks, and more. 
 
 
 



 
 
Harley and Ulla send greetings. They intend never to return to Michigan. They both have health 
challenges.  Harley reports that Portland has about 17,000 Jews and about 17 congregations. He 
says, “We have several holocaust survivors in our building, one who was a Polish slave laborer 
in Lorraine, one who was in a concentration camp factory and narrowly missed being shot, 
another who survived the war by fleeing to Shanghai, and one from Vienna who escaped to 
Portland during the war. Amazing people. Everyone's story is worth a book.” 
Twenty four of Harley’s books are available on the Kindle and Nook e-book lists as well as at 
lulu.com. Visit the web site www.hu.mtu.edu/~hlsachs where you can listen to two stories, read a 
third, read reviews, and find links to the books. 
 
Bob reports that Rusty continues to recover. 
 
Rabbi Rob Dobrusin was the High Holy Day Rabbi in 1980 and has fond memories of his time 
with our community. He is currently Rabbi at Beth Israel Congregation in Ann Arbor where 
Zachary London is a member He stayed with the Londons when he was here. 
 
There was an article about the Cohodas family in the latest issue of the Michigan Jewish History 
Journal. 
 
Neal Joffee and Tanya  Feldberg welcomed their first child, Elnatan Chaim Joffee on June 
18,2011. They donated in memory of Neal’s father Herman, grandfather Harry, and great uncle 
Jay. Congratulations on a new generation! 
 
Shir Tikvah Congregation in Bloomington IN was grateful to have the loan of one of our 
torahs. Rabbi Steve Ballaban reported, “We treated it lovingly. I think that a highlight of this past 
year was showing it to the Arjia Rinpoche, director of the Tibetan Cultural Center. He was very 
moved by the experience. We have deeply appreciated the loan”. 
 
Mayo Clinic Visitors: B’nai Israel synagogue in Rochester MN invites you to contact them if 
you are there. Their rabbi is the Jewish chaplain at the Clinic and they offer spiritual, emotional, 
practical, and material support during your stay. www.bnaiisraelmn.org. 507 288 5825. 
 
Randall and Sharon Levine and their children visited last summer while staying at their cabin 
near Michigamme. 
 
 
                              Report on the URJ Biennial 2011 
                         By Carolyn Weissbach, TJ Vice President 
 
 
I attended the 71st Biennial of the Union of Reform Judaism (URJ) December 14 – 18,  2011in 
Washington, D.C. Six thousand from 541 congregations attended. URJ represents 1.5 million 
NorthAmerican Jews. This convention was the largest ever and reportedly the largest Jewish 
movement gathering in the world. 
 
URJ-affiliated congregations, leadership, rabbis, cantors, performers, national and Jewish 
speakers, youth and others exchanged ideas, planned for the future and celebrated Judaism. 
Outgoing URJ President Eric Yoffee was honored and incoming President Rick Jacobs was 
welcomed.  A Campaign for Youth Engagement was initiated, and 50 years of social and 
political action by the URJ¹s Religious Action Center (RAC) was celebrated. 
 



 
            
         Featured speakers included: President Barack Obama, Ehud Barak,Israel¹s Deputy 
Prime Minister and Minister of Defense, House Majority Leader Eric Cantor, Natan 
Sharansky (reknowned Refusenik), and Author Wendy Mogel. Actor Theodore Bikel was 
presented with the first URJ Award in Memory of the late Debbie Friedman.  Bikel, known for 
his portrayal of Tevye in Fiddler on the Roof, wowed attendees in Hebrew, Yiddish and Ladino. 
U.S. and Israeli musicians performed. Reform rabbis and cantors (including TJ member Debbie 
Gershenson¹s brother-in-law) led events and contributed to the proceedings. 
          In his well-received speech, President Obama thanked URJ and the RAC, saying, ³you 
helped draft the Civil Rights and Act and the Voting Rights Act, you helped liberate Soviet Jews 
You have made a difference on so many of the defining issues on the last half century and 
without these efforts, I probably wouldn¹t be standing here today.² He talked about his daughter 
Malia attending friends¹ Bar and Bat Mitzvahs. He said, "America's commitment...and my 
commitment to Israel and Israel's security is unshakeable." I had the unique, unexpected 
opportunity to shake the President¹s hand.  When I returned to the UP, several TJ congregants 
asked to shake the hand that shook the hand. 
         I gave a big Shalom to our Rabbi Steve Mills, URJ Lead Senior Rabbi and our former 
student Rabbi P.J. Schwarz and I shared Shabbat Dinner and services with Aaron Scholnik 
from Temple Beth Shalom, Marquette.  I learned about new programs for Jews young and old, 
met rabbis, cantors and educators from across the country, and participated in Shabbat and Torah 
study sessions. 
         On a spiritual, intellectual and personal level Biennial was an enriching and very moving 
experience.  I had the opportunity to meet Rabbi Jacobs, talk with representatives of URJ camps 
and meet a Shoer family grandson excited about the upcoming 100th anniversary.  I attended the 
Council of President¹s meeting (on Susan¹s behalf), and a meeting of the Central District. 
         This was my first Biennial. I brought back ideas about programs, ways to connect via new 
communications options, youth engagement opportunities, and grant funding possibilities. I 
spoke about Temple Jacob with other congregations - our history, our committed membership, 
the accomplishments of our youth, our hands-on approach to observance, education and 
celebration, programs, active membership, committed leadership, Shoer Family URJ 
camperships, and the size of our congregation, one of the smallest.  
Go to http://urj.org/biennial11/webcast and see the joy and enthusiasm - and listen to the 
music and the speeches.  Also, look at Spring 2012 edition of Reform Judaism magazine. You 
may recognize me on p. 41, the second person from the left sitting at a conference table. My 
attendance was made possible by TJ, URJ and the efforts of Rabbi Mills. 
 
Beutel Seminar The trip to Israel was beyond expectations on many levels. I spent the 
first week with family of a friend with trips to Masada and Safed and the market  and museum in 
Jerusalem. Then ten 10 days with 17 people from 11 countries at the World Union for 
Progressive Judaism Beutel Seminar. We went to Tel Aviv, two kibbutzim in the Negev, Mt 
Herzl, Yad Vashem, and time in the Jewish Quarter of the Old City.  What a country, old and 
new with layers of complexity and so much diversity: Jews from all over the world, spirituality, 
archeology, history, sociology, etc. More than ever, the phrase, “on the other hand,” is 
meaningful . . . 
A friend of Melanie Lieb, Shoshana Rappeport, gave us a tour in Safed. She and her husband are 
launching a new enterprise, growing argan, a substance much in demand for cosmetics. They are 
looking for investors. If you are interested, contact Susan for more info. She has a prospectus. 
 
Your trip to Israel: Rabbi Mills and his wife Rabbi Estelle have invited members of 
Temple Jacob to join them on a trip to Israel at the end of 2012. 
Please contact if you are interested. 
 



 
 
 
Central District: Susan has been elected to a position on the URJ Central District Council and 
also serves on the Small Congregations Committee of the District. She attended a Council retreat 
at Camp OSRUI in March and is helping to plan a Small Congregations Kallah to be held in 
S.Bend IN in May. Interested in attending? 
 
Outreach: Classes in midrash were presented at World Religions classes at 
Finlandia and MTU in fall and spring semesters 
 
History: Jean Joffee who came to the Copper Country when she married Jay in 1949 says, “It 
was damp in Temple Jacob so the records were removed to the special dry storage room at 
Joffee's Mens store which went down in flames in 1972. Lots was lost.” 
 
Stacy Berman Zenn writes: 
“I visited your Synagogue approx. 40 years ago, because my Grandmother, Hessie Fisher 
Goldberg and her family lived in Hancock, and were members in Temple Jacob's early days. I 
remember the copper mines, Hancock and Houghton, the pasties, and the Synagogue, 
My Great Grandfather, Simon Fisher came to Hancock/Houghton from Eastern Europe, 
sometime in the 1880s, settled in the area, then brought over his siblings, Minnie, Benny, May, 
Sylvia, Charlotte, Jules, many of whom also settled in Houghton and Hancock. My Great 
Grandfather, Simon Fisher owned a store for the miners at the site of the Copper Crown Motel in 
Hancock. 
Anne Goldstein, my Great Grandmother, came as a child, when orphaned. We believe they 
married in the UP. 
Their children: George, Elizabeth (Bess), Charlotte (Lottie), Harold (Harry), Hessie married my 
Grandfather, Saul Goldberg (my mother was their second child, Raeann Berman.) Simon and 
Anne lived in Hancock, I do remember seeing the house all those years ago. 
 
My Great Uncle George Fisher, worked on the Houghton newspaper. All of the siblings went to 
High School in Hancock. I am not sure when any of them left. My mother remembered visiting 
there when she was growing up. 
My Grandma Hessie was always a small town girl at heart who made friends with everyone she 
met. I never heard her say a bad word about anyone. She married my Grandfather, Saul 
Goldberg, who's parents were Irish Dubliner Jews (Calhoun was the surname, my great 
grandfather was Abraham Calhoun) He and his brother came to Chicago mid 1850s from Dublin, 
and married twin sisters Rachel and Rebecca Goldberg--both took their wives last names 
because the Jewish community in Chicago would not do business with them, either because of 
their brogues or the Calhoun moniker”. 
 
Thank you to the following for contributions: Joe Kirkish, Sam and Barbara 
Gershenon, Diane Morris, Liz Manela, Richard and Roberta London in memory of 
the Joffee family, Randell and Sharon Levine, Marj and Dan Druckman, Roberta 
Fleischman and Mike Smith, and Jean Joffee. 
 
Thanks: Thank you to Marina for maintaining lists, formatting & mailing the newsletter, to Bill 
for synagogue maintenance, Jack for cemetery upkeep and finances, Peggy for the web site and 
facebook page  To Holly for organizing the library and the books that Harley donated. To all 
who helped with the annual clean up Sunday 25 Sept including Marina, Bill, Robert, Holly, 
Eva, Debbie, Noah, Daniel, Joel, Ann, Jacob, Shaye, and Susanna. To our holiday potluck 
hosts. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Visit www.thetemplejacobwebsite <http://www.thetemplejacobwebsite/> for all the 
information about the Jewish community in the Copper Country and for more info, photos, 
history, recipes, and more. 
 
Browse www.urg.org <http://www.urg.org/> the web site for the Union for Reform Judaism 
for fabulous resources. 
 
If you received this newsletter by snail mail, please help us save paper and postage by sending 
your e mail to mpinelis@sbcglobal.net. And, add this address to your e mail address book to 
insure delivery. 

                                               
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                               
                                               
 
                                                    
 
 
 
 
 
                                             
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                  SAVE THE DATE! 

                      100TH ANNIVERSARY OF TEMPLE JACOB 

August 9 – 12 2012 

               
  
 

 

 

Temple Jacob 
PO BOX 273 
Hancock, MI 49931 
 


