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Screencasting with Screencast-o-Matic 
 
Why screencast? 
It’s generally easier to show than to tell someone how to do a task on a computer. Perhaps you’re 
not physically with them or they might need to see how to do the task more than once. In this 
case, screencasting – capturing what’s happening on a computer screen – is very useful. You can 
use screencasting to capture explaining a topic, editing a document, giving feedback, or creating 
some other short video with sound and images from the computer. You can also use 
screencasting to capture and share an image from your computer.  
 
Your task now is to create a screencast where you talk about a website that you have chosen 
because it is applicable to your future students and/or your terminal project work. Please choose 
a website that is related to language teaching and learning in some way. 
 
We’ll be using a tool called Screencast-o-Matic for this purpose. There are other free programs, 
including 

• Screenr: http://www.screenr.com - see a video demo on their site. This works best on 
Windows or on Macs running the latest version of the operating system. It gives you 5 
minutes for free. It lets you save or upload your files, then share them. Sign in with your 
Google account – very easy! 

• Jing: http://www.techsmith.com/jing/ - you’ll need to register; registering lets you use 
screencast.com to store your files, which is pretty handy. The files are saved in SWF 
format. If you save the files on your computer, you cannot easily play them. You need to 
save them on screencast.com and give the link to your file there. 

 
Screencast-o-matic is one of the easiest to use. It is also one of the most flexible in terms of 
saving the recording in different formats. 
 
Making your screencast 
Step 1: Go to Screencast-O-Matic: http://www.screencast-o-matic.com/  

Watch the video demo at http://www.screencast-o-matic.com/watch/c6lIFqX3H  Move 
the mouse to the bottom of the screen to see the menu. You can pause the screencast as 
needed or go backward to review what you’ve seen. You can also choose to play slower 
or play faster. You can see more tutorial videos at http://som.screencasthost.com/  

 
Step 2:  Open a new window, then open the website that you will demonstrate and talk about. 
 
Step 3: Go back to the Screencast-o-Matic window. Click on Start Recording. 
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Step 4: Click on Allow to allow the 

applet to run. 
 
 
 
 

 
You’ll see 
 
 
 
 
 
Step 5:  Switch to the other 

website screen.  
 Pull on the dotted lines to 

move the box. 
 
 Pull on the boxes in the  

dotted lines to  
resize the recording  
area to fit the screen 

.  
  
           
 
 
 
 
Step 6: When you’re ready, click on the red button at the bottom (the record button). Start 

playing Trace Effects and talk about what you are thinking and doing. 
 
 
Step 7: After 3 to 5 minutes, click on the blue Pause button at the bottom of the screen, then click 

Done.  
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Step 8: Preview your recording by 
clicking the green arrow (Play 
button) at the bottom of the 
screen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Step 9: If it looks good, then give your recording a name, and under 

Publish, click Screencast-o-Matic. It will take a little while to 
process and upload the video. Once it is there, you will have a 
URL that you can share. 

 
 
 
 
Step 10: Share the URL in the Discussion Board, along with your comments about what you 

learned from the experience of making a screencast.  
              
You did it! 
 
 
More about screencasting 
 
Screencasting isn’t just about creating a think-aloud. There are many other ways to use the 
ability to show, not just write or tell. Here are a few examples of screencasting in language 
teaching: 

• Sample screencast of a writing conference: http://www.screencast.com/t/mWIyKR0mJ 
• Video about 5 ways to use screencasting in teaching (assignments, explanation, 

frequently asked questions, digital storytelling, student-centered learning): 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vK1MLWMbDOI 

• Using Randall's Cyber ESL Listening Lab: http://www.screenr.com/Jpb 
• How to join an English Club writing group: http://www.screenr.com/Df7 


