
  
         
                     

EVENT SUMMARY  

THE STATUS OF JUVENILE JUSTICE IN ORANGE COUNTY  
A COMMUNITY CONVERSATION   
 

On December 18th 2013, four community 
organizations, the Santa Ana Boys and Men of 
Color working group, along with Santa Ana 
Building Healthy Communities, Christian 
Tabernacle and the Orange County 
Interdenominational Alliance, hosted an event 
in Downtown Santa Ana called “The Status of 
Juvenile Justice in Orange County: a 
Community Conversation.” After listening to the 
Disproportionate Minority Contact Summary 
Report and Recommendations at the Orange 
County Alternatives to Detention meeting in 
October 2013, and in conjunction with the 
recent findings by the UC Irvine School of Law 
Immigrant Rights Clinic which highlights Orange 
County Probation Department’s policy of 
referring immigrant children to ICE, we felt it was 
necessary to bring the information to a broader 
community in order to learn more about these 
findings and how to improve the Juvenile Justice 
system in the County.       

 

COMMUNITY 
ENGAGEMENT 
 

The goals of the gathering were to; 

1) Gain a greater understanding of how youth 
are processed through the Orange County 
Juvenile Justice system,  

2) Learn and discuss the Disproportionate 
Minority Contact and UCI Law School report, and                                                                            

3) Provide a space where community members 
could commit to developing community-
informed solutions and alternatives to detention. 

For more information or to get involved contact: Rafael R. Solorzano, Santaanabmoc@gmail.com 

The idea was simple. To improve our local juvenile justice system, community members and system 
employees must meaningfully collaborate. Parents, youth, faith community, and system leaders 
require a space and an opportunity to have a dialogue about the current status of immigrant and 
boys and men of color within the juvenile justice system in Orange County.  Over 130 community 
members attended the dialogue. Many of them had never participated in a community conversation 
about juvenile justice. 
 



 

This Summary was produced in collaboration with Santa Ana Building Healthy Communities (SABHC)  
Learning and Evaluation Team, housed at the University of California, Irvine 

THE STATUS OF JUVENILE JUSTICE IN ORANGE COUNTY  
A COMMUNITY CONVERSATION  
	  
Below	  we	  describe	  concerns	  raised	  by	  the	  community	  and	  make	  policy	  recommendations	  

The evening meeting involved a welcoming, a review and purpose for the gathering and opening prayer 
by lead pastor Aguilar.  To jumpstart the conversation, attendees experienced the juvenile justice system 
through a participatory exercise that highlighted aspects of a juvenile justice system where decisions are 
made that determine the outcome for a young person including a youth’s first encounter with a police 
officer, the use of the Risk Assessment Instrument, and the hearing with a judge in juvenile court.   

After the exercise, community members had an opportunity to hear from guest speakers who 
were instrumental in developing recent data about the Juvenile Justice system in Orange County.  At the 
end of the night, over 35 participants filled out commitment cards, signing up to get involved to create 
better alternatives for our youth through educational, advocacy, and volunteer opportunities in the 
County. 

The Key finding from “The Status of Juvenile Justice in Orange County: a Community 
Conversation” is that community members want to better understand the Juvenile Justice system and 
want to participate in making it better. 
 
Questions and Concerns Raised in the Forum were Related to 4 Key Areas:  
 

1) The rights and responsibilities of youth detainees and the process of being charged or released,  
2) The Risk Assessment Instrument (RAI) tool,  
3) How the Juvenile justice system impacts undocumented youth or undocumented parents who 

want to support their children when they are in the system, and  
4) The relationship between the Juvenile Justice system and the School System. 

 
Recommendations/Requests  
• Increase community involvement and representation in Orange County’s Juvenile Detention 

Alternative Initiative (JDAI). Community representatives should be given the opportunity to 
participate in each JDAI committee including the Executive Steering Committee.  
 

• The probation department should prioritize the development of community partnerships in an effort 
to create alternatives to detention that are community-based and culturally relevant. In line with this 
goal, the department should develop an inventory of all existing alternatives to identify where 
community can serve as a potential partner.   
 

• Increase community education about the local juvenile justice system by creating brochures and 
hosting community trainings that assist families with navigating the juvenile justice system, including 
when/how parents can advocate for their child.  
 

• Create a mechanism for parents and guardians to safely advocate for their children when they are 
detained by the Juvenile Justice system by providing clear information in Spanish and English. 
 
 


