
Statement from USDA to SCS-001 Standards Committee 

Standards Committee Meeting, May 27-28, 2009 

 

 

USDA Statement (presented by Kirsten Jaglo, Agricultural Biotechnology Advisor, USDA-FAS): 

 

ANSI’s primary goal is to enhance the global competitiveness of U.S. business and the American 

quality of life by promoting and facilitating voluntary consensus standards and ensuring their 

integrity.  ANSI is active in both national and international standardization and is a major 

proponent of the United States Standards Strategy (USS).  The USS establishes a framework 

that can be used by all interests including companies, government, nongovernmental 

organizations, standards developers and consumers, to further improve U.S. competitiveness 

abroad while continuing to provide strong support for domestic markets. 

 

Two important components of the USS are that the process to develop standards, and 

standards themselves, should be: flexible, allowing the use of different methodologies to meet 

the needs of different technology and product sectors; and, balanced among all affected 

interests. 

 

With respect to sustainable agriculture, all agriculture must be able to find a place within a 

sustainable framework.  No one system or method of production will meet the needs of the 

entire U.S. market, or continue to provide the low cost and abundant food supplies necessary 

for the U.S. to maintain its export markets and provide food assistance abroad to those in need. 

 

USDA supports the safe and appropriate use of science and technology, including 

biotechnology, to help meet agricultural challenges and consumer needs of the 21st century.  

 

The U.S. regulatory process ensures that all biotech products that are commercially grown, 

processed, sold, and consumed are as safe for the environment and for human and animal 

health as their conventional counterparts. Biotechnology in the United States is rigorously 

regulated under a risk-based system and was initially established in 1986 under the 

Coordinated Framework. The U.S. government’s regulatory system is transparent, predictable, 

open to public comment, and based on sound science. It is continuously reviewed and 

evaluated to ensure that it meets the challenges of this evolving technology. The agencies 

responsible for its regulation are the USDA’s Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service, the 

Environmental Protection Agency, and the Food and Drug Administration. 

 

The USG believes that biotechnology and other new technologies can play an essential role in a 

comprehensive strategy for sustainable agricultural development and improved food security. 

 


