
 
Steps toward developing a national consensus standard for sustainable agriculture in the United 

States are currently being undertaken by one of the most far-reaching, diverse multi-

stakeholder committees ever assembled. This group, consisting of representatives from U.S. 

agricultural production, food and clothing manufacturing, retail, government, environmental 

and labor organizations, academia and certification institutions, has united with the common 

goal of defining what should be considered “sustainable agriculture” and of tackling the 

complex issues surrounding sustainability claims on agricultural products.  

 

The Sustainable Agriculture Practice Standard is being developed in response to rapid interest in 

practicing, defining, standardizing and certifying sustainable agriculture. Establishing a national 

standard for sustainable agriculture practices has the opportunity to serve many purposes, 

including: 

 

• Defining sustainability practices and indicators throughout the supply chain on a life-cycle         

basis 

• Distinguishing best practices in crop production and handling 

• Guiding producers and handlers through stages of continuous, incremental improvement 

• Providing a common set of metrics to gauge sustainability progress—whether in a private 

supply chain, an industry sector or on a state, regional and national scale 

• Setting a reference benchmark for private sustainability efforts 

 

All stakeholders play a role in the outcome of the final standard. The entire standard setting 

process is being conducted under the rules of the American National Standards Institute (ANSI), 

the national voluntary standards body that has overseen the development of thousands of 

guidelines in nearly every business sector. Leonardo Academy, a non-profit organization, is 

facilitating the process as an ANSI accredited standard developer. 

 

For more information on the process and opportunities to participate, please visit:  

www.leonardoacademy.org/programs/standards/agstandard.html. 

 

 

Leonardo Academy is seeking charitable contributions to fund its work on the standard 

development process and to support active participation by as many stakeholders as 

possible.  
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