
Mental Health Services Act of 2004 
 

[The following sections describe the Prevention and Early Intervention Component and 
the way in which counties must contract to provide services under this component.] 

 
SECTION 4. Part 3.6 (commencing with Section 5840) is added to Division 5 of the 
Welfare 
and Institutions Code, to read: 
PART 3.6 PREVENTION AND EARLY INTERVENTION PROGRAMS 
5840.      (a) The Department of Mental Health shall establish a program designed to 

prevent mental illnesses from becoming severe and disabling. The program 
shall emphasize improving timely access to services for underserved 
populations. 

(b) The program shall include the following components:  
(1) Outreach to families, employers, primary care health care providers, 

and others to recognize the early signs of potentially severe and 
disabling mental illnesses. 

(2) Access and linkage to medically necessary care provided by county 
mental health programs for children with severe mental illness, as 
defined in Section 5600.3, and for adults and seniors with severe 
mental illness, as defined in Section 5600.3, as early in the onset of 
these conditions as practicable. 

(3) Reduction in stigma associated with either being diagnosed with a 
mental illness or seeking mental health services. 

(4) Reduction in discrimination against people with mental illness. 
(c) The program shall include mental health services similar to those provided 

under other programs effective in preventing mental illnesses from 
becoming severe, and shall also include components similar to programs 
that have been successful in reducing the duration of untreated severe 
mental illnesses and assisting people in quickly regaining productive lives. 

(d) The program shall emphasize strategies to reduce the following negative 
outcomes that may result from untreated mental illness: 

(1) Suicide. 
(2) Incarcerations. 
(3) School failure or dropout. 
(4) Unemployment. 
(5) Prolonged suffering. 
(6) Homelessness. 
(7) Removal of children from their homes. 

(e) In consultation with mental health stakeholders, the department shall revise 
the program elements in Section 5840 applicable to all county mental health 
programs in future years to reflect what is learned about the most effective 
prevention and intervention programs for children, adults, and seniors. 

 



5840.2    (a) The department shall contract for the provision of services pursuant to this 
part with each county mental health program in the manner set forth in 
Section 5897. 

… 
 
5897.     (a) Notwithstanding any other provision of state law, the Department of Mental 

Health shall implement the mental health services provided by Parts 3, 3.6 
and 4 of this Division through contracts with county mental health programs 
or counties acting jointly. A contract may be exclusive and may be awarded 
on a geographic basis. As used herein a county mental health program 
includes a city receiving funds pursuant to Section 5701.5 

(b) Two or more counties acting jointly may agree to deliver or subcontract for 
the delivery of such mental health services. The agreement may encompass 
all or any part of the mental health services provided pursuant to these parts. 
Any agreement between counties shall delineate each county’s 
responsibilities and fiscal liability. 

(c) The department shall implement the provisions of Parts 3, 3.2, 3.6 and 4 of 
this Division through the annual county mental health services performance 
contract, as specified in Part 2, Chapter 2, Section 5650 et seq. 

(d) When a county mental health program is not in compliance with its 
performance contract, the department may request a plan of correction with 
a specific timeline to achieve improvements. 

(e) Contracts awarded by the Department of Mental Health, the California 
Mental Health Planning Council, and the Mental Health Services Oversight 
and Accountability Commission pursuant to Parts 3, 3.1, 3.2, 3.6, 3.7, 4, and 
4.5 may be awarded in the same manner in which contracts are awarded 
pursuant to Section 5814 and the provisions of subdivisions (g) and (h) of 
Section 5814 shall apply to such contracts. 

(f)  For purposes of Section 5775, the allocation of funds pursuant to Section 
5892 which are used to provide services to Medi-Cal beneficiaries shall be 
included in calculating anticipated county matching funds and the transfer to 
the department of the anticipated county matching funds needed for 
community mental health programs. 


