
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

John came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him.  
 He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light.  

John 1:7-8 
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Third Sunday of Advent            December 17, 2017 
“Rejoice always,” begins the reading from First Thessalonians. Isaiah and the psalmist make clear 

that God is turning our mourning into laughter and shouts of joy. “All God’s children got a robe,” 

go the words of the spiritual. It is not so much a stately, formal, pressed outfit as it is a set of party 

clothes, clothes that make us feel happy just to put on. We receive that robe in baptism, and in 

worship we gather for a foretaste of God’s party. 
 

Regular text is spoken by the Pastor or Worship Leader 
Bold text is spoken by the Congregation 

*Indicates to please stand as you are able 
 
 

PRELUDE           
 

BELL & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, + and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
 

Stir up our hearts, O Lord, and come. 

Make all things new. 
 

For past wrongs that prevent us from moving forward: 

Stir up our hearts, Lord, and make all things new. 
 

For any lingering bitterness that scratches our soul: 

Stir up our hearts, Lord, and make all things new. 
 

For any action that has wounded us or by which we have wounded others: 

Give us the peace of Christ as we wait, the love of Christ as we act, and the 
grace of Christ as we speak. 

 

In this season of hope and expectation, let us confess our sins in the presence of God 
and of one another. 

 

Silence for personal reflection 
 

God of advent, 

restore our hearts with your loving presence.  In this season of decreasing 
daylight, we confess the shadows of sin in our lives. We cling to the 
worldly things around us and we put ourselves above all.  We often fail to 
serve you when we do not serve others.  Free us from the power of sin 
and lead us to live as your holy people, in the light of Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. Amen 
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Hear the Good News: God’s Son, the light of the world, was sent to free us from sin.  As 
a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore 
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of 
the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen 
 

*LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

God of Advent, gather us, forgive us and keep us awake as we light this circle of light.   
You continue to do great things for us, may we be your light in the world, serving those 
who look for the dawn of your justice and mercy. 

Amen. 

1 

2 
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*OPENING HYMN                          “Hark, The Glad Sound” 
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*GREETING AND PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 
Stir up the wills of your faithful people, Lord God, and open our ears to the words of your 

prophets, that, anointed by your Spirit, we may testify to your light; through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

 
 

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD 
FIRST READING                  Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 

The Spirit of the LORD is upon me, because the LORD has anointed me to preach 
good news to the poor.  

He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim freedom for the captives and 
release from darkness for the prisoners,  

to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor and the day of vengeance of our God,  
to comfort all who mourn, and provide for those who grieve in Zion—  
to bestow on them a crown of beauty instead of ashes,  
the oil of gladness instead of mourning,  
and a garment of praise instead of a spirit of despair.   
They will be called oaks of righteousness, a planting of the LORD for the display of his 

splendor. They will rebuild the ancient ruins and restore the places long devastated; 
they will renew the ruined cities that have been devastated for generations. 

“For I, the LORD, love justice; I hate robbery and iniquity. In my faithfulness I will 
reward them and make an everlasting covenant with them. Their descendants will be 
known among the nations and their offspring among the peoples. All who see them 
will acknowledge that they are a people the LORD has blessed.”  

I delight greatly in the LORD; my soul rejoices in my God.   
For he has clothed me with garments of salvation and arrayed me in a robe of 

righteousness, as a bridegroom adorns his head like a priest, and as a bride adorns 
herself with her jewels.  

For as the soil makes the sprout come up and a garden causes seeds to grow, so the 
LORD will make righteousness and praise spring up before all nations. 

 
The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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PSALMODY – MARY’S SONG from Luke 1:46-55 
With all my heart I praise the Lord, and I am glad because of God my Savior. 

God cares for me, his humble servant. 
From now on, all people will say God has blessed me. 

God the almighty has done great things for me, and his name is holy. 
He always shows mercy to everyone who worships him. 

The Lord has used his powerful arm to scatter those who are proud. 
He drags strong rulers from their thrones and puts humble people in places of power. 

God gives the hungry good things to eat, and sends the rich away with 
nothing. 

God helps his servant Israel and is always merciful to his people. 

The Lord made this promise to our ancestors, to Abraham and his family 
forever! 

 
SECOND READING             1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 

Be joyful always; pray continually;  give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God’s 
will for you in Christ Jesus.  Do not put out the Spirit’s fire; do not treat prophecies with 
contempt. Test everything. Hold on to the good. Avoid every kind of evil. May God 
himself, the God of peace, sanctify you through and through. May your whole spirit, 
soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.  The one who 
calls you is faithful and he will do it. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
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* HOLY GOSPEL                         John 1:6-8, 19-28 

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 1st chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness to testify 
to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8He himself was not the light, but he came 
to testify to the light. 
  19This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests and Levites from 
Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” 20He confessed and did not deny it, but confessed, “I 
am not the Messiah.” 21And they asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am 
not.” “Are you the prophet?” He answered, “No.” 22Then they said to him, “Who are you? Let 
us have an answer for those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?” 23He said,  
 “I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, 
 ‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’ ” 
as the prophet Isaiah said. 
  24Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. 25They asked him, “Why then are you 
baptizing if you are neither the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the prophet?” 26John answered 
them, “I baptize with water. Among you stands one whom you do not know, 27the one who 
is coming after me; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandal.” 28This took place in 
Bethany across the Jordan where John was baptizing. 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 

MESSAGE                “Come And See Who You Are Missing”  
 
 



 8 

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 
 

* HYMN OF THE DAY               “He Came Down” 
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 * PROFESSION OF FAITH – Apostles Creed 
 I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
 creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 He descended into hell.  
 On the third day he rose again; 
 He ascended into heaven,  
 He is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
   

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
 the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,  
 the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,  
 and the life everlasting. Amen 

 
 

*PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 
*SHARING OF THE PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

And also with you. 
(We greet one another with the words “Peace be with you”) 

 

OFFERING OF GIFTS              
 “Breath of Heaven” 
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*OFFERTORY                      “What Can I Give Him?” 

 
 
*OFFERTORY PRAYER 

Lord of Advent, 

accept the offerings we bring this day, the work of our hands, the gifts of 
our labor, our lives to serve you.  Gladden our hearts as we watch for 
your coming and help us to share that gladness with all.  Amen 

 
WE SHARE IN THE MEAL 

 

*THE THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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*EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
Blessed are you, O God, King of glory.  You sent your only Son, Jesus Christ, into 

the darkness of our world to be a light among us.   
In weakness, he took on our flesh in the form of a child to live and grow as one of 

us.  In weakness and strength, he showed forth your love and followed your call, 
even to death upon a cross for the sake of our sins.  Then you raised him from 
the dead to reign with you in glory, and promised his return to us in power to 
bring us into your everlasting kingdom.   

For all this, we thank you, O God.  We live in that hope and await his coming 
again, raising our voices in prayer. 

Amen.  Come, Lord Jesus. 
  

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
thanks;  broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  Take and eat;  this is my 
body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 
saying:  This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 
people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Be with us at our table, O God, in our eating and in our drinking, that the Spirit of 
hope is kindled in our hearts and in our lives, uniting us in him who came and 
will come again, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen 

 
* THE LORD’S PRAYER       

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION 
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“What Feast of Love” 
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*BLESSING 
The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you 

in his grace. 

Amen 
 

*POST COMMUNION VERSE    (“Good Christian Friends, Rejoice” verse 3) 

Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice: 
Now we need not fear the grave; Jesus Christ was born to save! 

Calls you one and calls you all to gain the everlasting hall. 
Christ was born to save! Christ was born to save! 

 

*PRAYER 
God for whom we wait, you come to us in the broken bread and the cup we share. 

Make us ready always to welcome Christ into our hearts, and send us out to be your 
people in the world, announcing your coming among us in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen 
 

*BENEDICTION 
In all your Advent preparations,  

remain watchful with your eyes on Christ,  
whose birth in a manger is but a promise of his coming again in glory.  

 And may the blessing of Almighty God, Father, + Son and Holy Spirit  
 be with you now and forever.  

Amen 
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* CLOSING HYMN                         “Joy to the World”  
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* DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God! 

 

Holy Child Within the Manger Text and Music: Marty Haugen ©1987 GIA Publications 
Music for Gospel Acclamation ©United Methodist Music Service, Zimbabwe 
Music for Offertory from Somos del Senor (ELW639) Text from “In the Bleak Midwinter,” Christina Rossetti 

 

Worship Matters 

What is Advent?  Advent means “coming” or “arrival”.  It is the first season of the new Church Year, a 
season of preparation that looks toward the celebration of Christmas.  The color for Advent is blue, a 
tradition that began in Swedish churches centuries ago.  Blue suggests hope, a primary theme of 
Advent.  Knowing that Jesus already came once in a manger, on the Sundays of Advent we focus on 
the second coming of Jesus, John the Baptist as he heralds the coming of Christ, and the virgin Mary 
as the obedient servant chosen to bear the Son of God. 

 
 
 

 
St. Martin’s Worship Servants . . .  

Ministers of Worship -Everyone Present  
Acolyte            -Isaac Reichert 
Organist/Pianist            -Beth Reichert 
Lector   -Molly Conway 
Greeter Team Leader -Phil & Judi Rupp 
Usher Team Leader         -Jim Wyse 
Sound System  -Jason Lovejoy 
Altar Guild             -Sandy Thatcher, Janet Wyse 
Offering Counters  -Jo Ann Liechty, Gwen Grisier, Todd Ziegler 
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 St. Martin’s Lutheran Church 

203 S. Defiance Street Archbold OH 43502 
Phone Number: 419-445-4656  Fax: 419-445-2952 

Web Site:   www.the-welcome-place.org 
Office Hours:      
Pastor Paul    Steve Basselman      Brenda Shibler  
   9-12 Mon, Tues, Thurs.    Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri. morning       Tues, Thurs, Fri. 8:00-12:30     
 or by appointment         Tues, Wed, Thurs, Fri. afternoon 
 

e-mail:     stmartin@the-welcome-place.org           Pastorpaul@the-welcome-place.org  
     steveb@the-welcome-place.org   
Worship Services: 9:00 am each Sunday 
         First & Third Sunday of the Month Holy Communion & Festivals 
    6:00 pm each Wednesday, Informal Service, monthly Communion 
     

Sunday School: 10:30 am each Sunday for all ages 

 
  

 

Building The Welcome Place  
  

Who Are We?  We are The Welcome Place 

Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God.   

         – Romans 15:7 
  

What Is Our Mission As A Church And As Members?  WWW 

We are…Welcoming friends and strangers with God’s love. 

    Working to build deeper relationships with Jesus.        

       Witnessing to share God’s love with everyone  
  

What Is Our Vision Of Who God Wants Us To Be?  ORG 

People who are serving…One Real God, 

     living One real faith, 

       making One real difference. 

How Do We Remind Ourselves? 

www.the-welcome-place.org 
 

Welcome to worship today and join us in building The Welcome Place Jesus calls us to be. 

http://www.the-welcome-place.org/
mailto:stmartin@the-welcome-place.org
mailto:Pastorpaul@the-welcome-place.org
mailto:steveb@the-welcome-place.org
http://www.the-welcome-place.org/
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We Welcome All to St. Martin’s Lutheran Church this Sunday as you join us to 
worship our Savior, Jesus Christ.  We invite you to sign the Welcome Insert in your 
Bulletin and fill in the appropriate information.  If you are visiting, we would like to 
invite you back to worship with us at your earliest convenience.  If you are looking 
for a church home, come join us here at “The Welcome Place” for worship and allow 
us to introduce ourselves and the Lord whom we serve.  Join us for coffee, cookies 
and fellowship in the Fellowship Hall following the Worship Service. 
 
You Are Invited Today to the Lord’s Table to Celebrate the Sacrament of Holy 
Communion.  Here are a few instructions to help you as you prepare: 

 What We Believe:  We welcome all to the Lord’s Table who believe that the 
Body and Blood of Christ is given to us in bread and wine for the forgiveness 
of sins.  A person is well prepared and worthy to receive the Sacrament who 
believes the words “given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins”.  

 Please fill out the Welcome Card bulletin insert and indicate if you are 
receiving Communion today. 

 We offer two lines of continuous communion. 
 When invited by the usher, come down the center aisle to receive the Bread.  

After eating the Bread, move to the side to receive the Wine either by glass 
or Common Cup. Glasses: The dark glasses contain wine.  The light center 
ring contains grape juice.  Place your empty glass in the baskets and return 
to your seat by the side aisle.  Common Cup: simply step to the assistant 
with the Common Cup.   

 If your health does not permit you to come forward, indicate this to the usher 
and the Pastor will bring you Communion in your seat.   

For Children: Children of all ages are welcome to come forward for a blessing.  If a 
child has received First Communion instruction, they are welcome to receive the 
Sacrament. 
 
Sight and Hearing Assistance: Personal PA, Wireless Earphones are available 
from the worship ushers 
 
The Nursery Room at the back of the sanctuary is available for parents and 
children during Sunday morning services. We ask that no children of any age be in 
the nursery without adult supervision.  
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Hometown Christmas, Today, December 17, 3:00 pm . . .  A Community 
Christmas Carol Sing-Along to be held at Giffey Hall in Ridgeville.  All ages are 
welcome.  Admission is free.  Hosted by Zion Lutheran, Ridgeville.  Refreshments & 
fellowship time to follow. 
 

This Week at St. Martin’s 
 

Today – December 17 
 Worship 9:00 am, Holy Communion 
 Sunday School, 10:30 am 
  

Monday – December 18 
 No Monday Night Bible Study 
 Section Eight Acapella Group, 7:00 pm, see note 
 

Tuesday – December 19 
 Men’s Breakfast Fellowship, 6:30 am, City Café  
 Community Meal, 5:00-6:00 pm, St. John’s Christian (note change) 
   

Wednesday – December 20 
 Caregivers Group, 10:00 am 
 Welcome Meal, 5:15 pm 
 Welcome Place Youth, 6:00 pm  
 Catechism, 6:00, above the Fellowship Hall 
 Informal Worship, 6:00 
 Adult Circle, 6:30, Fellowship Hall 
 Book Club, 6:30, Nursery 
 Adult Bell Choir, 6:30  
 Chancel Choir, 7:30 – Christmas party follows at the Reichert’s 
  

Thursday – December 21 
 Women’s Breakfast Bible Study, 6:30 am at City Café  
 Newsletter Deadline, 9:00 am 
 Bulletin Deadline, 9:00 am 
 

Next Sunday – December 24 – Advent IV & Christmas Eve 
 Worship 9:00 am, Sunday School leads worship 
 Family Service, 4:00 pm, Holy Communion 
 Festival Service, 7:00 pm, Holy Communion 
 Candlelight Service, 11:00 pm, Holy Communion   
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Section Eight Acapella from Ohio University will provide a concert on Monday, 
December 18 here at St. Martin’s at 7:00pm.  Will Collins is a member of this 
performing group. 
 
No Sewing in December . . . . see you January 15th & 16th  
 
At the end of the year Merrill and Rosemary Short will be stepping down as 
Coffee Hour leaders.  I would like to thank them for their years of dedication.  They 
have been a constant in the kitchen.  Coffee hour is a great opportunity for the 
church to spend time getting to know each other in a very casual setting.  I feel that 
this is an important ministry and many would miss it if it ended.  I am looking for 
someone to take the Shorts place.  They would not be responsible for doing the 
coffee hour each week.  That will still be done by the signup sheet and volunteers.   
They would just need to make sure the weeks are covered and help with any 
questions.  Darren Sonnenberg, Evangelism/Outreach Network 
 
Community Meal, January 2 . . . St. Martin’s will be serving the meal at St. Johns.  
We need salads, desserts and most of all servers.  If you can help, please sign up 
on the desk in the Narthex.   
 
Last Week & Last Year at St. Martin’s. . .  
 

 9:00 6:00 
Total 

Attendance 
Offering 

December 11, 2016 158 25 183 $4,768.25 

December 10, 2017 150 22 172 $5,719.00 

 
Receipts Week of December 10, 2017 Budget and Year to Date 

Operating Contributions  $5,514.00 
Budgeted Weekly  
Operating Need 

$4,745.00 

Benevolence Received $175.00 
Budgeted Weekly 
Benevolence Need 

$472.00 

Other Designated Income $30.00 As of November 30, 2017  

Total Income $5,719.00 YTD Operating Received $225,602.55 

  YTD Operating Expenses $229,024.29 

  Net Income/(Deficit) ($3,421.74) 

 

Sunday School Attendance: 2016 – 72  2017 – 64  
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ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS WORSHIP SERVICES . . .  
  

DECEMBER 24—ADVENT IV 
 Sunday School Children Leading Worship, 9:00 

The Pre-School thru 6th Grade will be leading Worship  
 No Sunday School 
  

DECEMBER 24—CHRISTMAS EVE 
 Family Service, 4:00 pm 

This worship service will be designed with kids in mind. There will 
be a special message for the kids and communion will be 
celebrated.  

 Festival Worship, 7:00 pm 
This will be a service filled with the joy and celebration of our 
Savior’s birth as we join our voices with the songs of the angels 
announcing his birth. The service will include the Chancel Choir 
and Bell Choir and instrumentalists. Communion will be 
celebrated and it will close with our traditional candlelighting.  

 Candlelight Service, 11:00 pm 
For those wanting a quieter worship experience, this will be a 
contemplative and reflective service with communion and closes 
with candlelighting.  

  

DECEMBER 25—CHRISTMAS DAY, HOLY COMMUNION  
 Worship Service, 10:00 am 

If attending Christmas Day worship has not been a part of your 
Christmas worship routine, please consider adding it. Young 
attenders are invited to wear their pajamas to worship. 

  

DECEMBER 31—SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS, HOLY COMMUNION 
 Worship, 9:00 am 
 No Sunday School 
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 St. Martin's Prayer Line   
For our prayers in worship this morning and our daily devotions in the coming week, we remember: 

All Believers  as we look for the coming Messiah, may we be ready to see the Son of Man 
coming in a cloud with power and great glory 

 

All in Need   both body & soul that we might know the joy we have in the presence of our 
Lord, Jesus Christ, our Redeemer and King 

 

Bishop Daniel Beaudoin, Synod Staff members and all the office staff, that they may be 
supported in their ministry to the Church 

 

The Ipagala Parish of Dodoma, St. Martin’s Companion Congregation, may they continue to carry 
out God’s ministry and mission in Tanzania 

 

Mission Partner Congregation of Redeemer Lutheran, Toledo may they continue to carry out 
God’s ministry and mission in the Toledo Area 

 

Victims of the recent natural disasters and those responding to help, that they may be safe and 
find comfort in our Lord Jesus Christ  

 

For those who need healing, may they know the healing hand of God 

Our Shut-ins Claudine Arnold, Elden Badenhop, Joan Plassman, Ada Thrasher, Louise Wyse may 
they know the presence of God 

For those who need God’s protection and the assurance that he is near 
     All St. Martin’s Members as they prepare for Ministry  
     Our College students both close to home and far away 
          All members, family & friends who serve in our military, Steve & Sara (Delaney) Adams, 

Patrick Cirenza (friend of June Hayes) 
 

Prayer requests for the people of St. Martin's       
Please contact the church office by 9:00 am. Thursday 
(Note, we include a person's name with permission.) 

 
 

Members of St. Martin’s  
   Angie Avers 

   Jerry Clevenger  
   Ruth Detwiler  

   Sharon Heckel  
   Dorothy Huner  

   Vicky Lindley  
   Al Siewert 

   Joe Wyse 
    
      
    
    
 

Family & Friends of St. Martin’s  
   Jason Beiser, friend of Reese Collins 

   Gene Bowman, neighbor of Vicky Lindley 
   Phillip Calvin, Tanya Howell’s brother 

   James & Jaxon Dilyard, Peg Winzeler’s great grandsons       
   Greg Jenkins, Pastor Paul’s brother-in-law  

   Melvin Jewell, Diana Ziegler’s father 
   Bernard & Lois Laymen, friends of Vicky Lindley 

   Jackson Mausar, grandson of Lee & Marilyn Opdyke 
   Joan Mortenson, Pastor Paul’s sister-in-law 

   Hutokia Opdyke, Lee Opdyke’s mother 
   Hannah Purkey, Marilyn Opdyke’s niece 

   Jim Shiley, Beth Reichert’s father 
   Penny & Denny Snyder, friends of Gene & Jan Delaney 

   Lu Wolf, Judy (Paul) Wyse’s mother 


