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Second Sunday of Advent            December 10, 2017 
On this 2nd Sunday of Advent, we light two candles. John the Baptist called people to repent, to 

clear the decks, to completely reorder their lives so that nothing would get in the way of the Lord’s 

coming.  The light on the wreath increases and the eagerness with which we wait for the Lord’s light 

increases too. 
 

 

Regular text is spoken by the Pastor or Worship Leader 
Bold text is spoken by the Congregation 

*Indicates to please stand as you are able 
 
 

PRELUDE            “Variations on Veni Emmanuel” 
Variations 1 & 4 by Steve Basselman 

Variations 2 & 3 by Michael Burkhardt, David Lovinfosse 

BELL & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, + and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
 

Stir up our hearts, O Lord, and come. 

Make all things new. 
 

For past wrongs that prevent us from moving forward: 

Stir up our hearts, Lord, and make all things new. 
 

For any lingering bitterness that scratches our soul: 

Stir up our hearts, Lord, and make all things new. 
 

For any action that has wounded us or by which we have wounded others: 

Give us the peace of Christ as we wait, the love of Christ as we act, and the 
grace of Christ as we speak. 

 

In this season of hope and expectation, let us confess our sins in the presence of God 
and of one another. 

 

Silence for personal reflection 
 

God of advent, 

restore our hearts with your loving presence.  In this season of decreasing 
daylight, we confess the shadows of sin in our lives. We cling to the 
worldly things around us and we put ourselves above all.  We often fail to 
serve you when we do not serve others.  Free us from the power of sin 
and lead us to live as your holy people, in the light of Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. Amen 
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Hear the Good News: God’s Son, the light of the world, was sent to free us from sin.  As 
a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore 
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of 
the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen 
 

*LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

God of Advent, gather us, forgive us and keep us awake as we light this circle of light.   You 
continue to do great things for us, may we be your light in the world, serving those who look 
for the dawn of your justice and mercy. 

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

1 

2 
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CHANCEL CHOIR  “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” – arr. R. Hobby 
Come, thou long-expected Jesus, born to set thy people free; 

 from our fears and sins release us; let us find our rest in thee. 

 Israel's strength and consolation, hope of all the earth thou art, 

 dear desire of ev'ry nation, joy of ev'ry longing heart. 
 

Born thy people to deliver, born a child, and yet a king; 

 born to reign in us forever, now thy gracious kingdom bring. 

 By thine own eternal Spirit rule in all our hearts alone; 

 by thine all-sufficient merit raise us to thy glorious throne. 
 

FIRST READING                         Isaiah 40:1-11 
1“Encourage my people! Give them comfort,” says your God. 2 “Speak kindly to Jerusalem 

and announce: Your penalty is paid; your punishment is over. I, the LORD, made you pay 
double for your sins.” 

3Someone is shouting: “Clear a path in the desert! Make a straight road for the LORD our 
God. 4 Fill in the valleys; flatten every hill and mountain. Level the rough and rugged 
ground. 5 Then the glory of the LORD will appear for all to see. The LORD has promised 
this!” 

6Someone told me to shout, and I asked, “What should I shout?” We humans are merely 
grass, and we last no longer than wild flowers. 7At the LORD’s command, flowers and 
grass disappear, and so do we. 8 Flowers and grass fade away, but what our God has 
said will never change. 

9 There is good news for the city of Zion. Shout it as loud as you can from the highest 
mountain. Don’t be afraid to shout to the towns of Judea, “Your God is here!” 

10 Look! The powerful LORD is coming to rule with his mighty arm. He brings with him what 
he has taken in war, and he rewards his people. 11 The LORD cares for his nation, just as 
shepherds care for their flocks. He carries the lambs in his arms, while gently leading the 
mother sheep. 

Contemporary English Version 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

SECOND READING                             2 Peter 3:8-15 
8 Dear friends, don’t forget that for the Lord one day is the same as a thousand years, and a 
thousand years is the same as one day. 9 The Lord isn’t slow about keeping his promises, 
as some people think he is. In fact, God is patient, because he wants everyone to turn from 
sin and no one to be lost. 
10 The day of the Lord’s return will surprise us like a thief. The heavens will disappear with a 
loud noise, and the heat will melt the whole universe. Then the earth and everything on it 
will be seen for what they are. 11 Everything will be destroyed. So you should serve and 
honor God by the way you live. 12 You should look forward to the day when God judges 
everyone, and you should try to make it come soon. On that day the heavens will be 
destroyed by fire, and everything else will melt in the heat. 13 But God has promised us a 
new heaven and a new earth, where justice will rule. We are really looking forward to that! 
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14 My friends, while you are waiting, you should make certain that the Lord finds you pure, 
spotless, and living at peace. 15 Don’t forget that the Lord is patient because he wants 
people to be saved. 

Contemporary English Version 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
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* HOLY GOSPEL                               Mark 1:1-8 
The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the 1st chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

1The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 
  2As it is written in the prophet Isaiah,  
 “See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 
  who will prepare your way; 
 3the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
  ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight,’ ” 
4John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for 
the forgiveness of sins. 5And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the 
people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river 
Jordan, confessing their sins. 6Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather 
belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 7He proclaimed, “The one who 
is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the 
thong of his sandals. 8I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the 
Holy Spirit.” 

 
The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 

CHANCEL CHOIR                    “Who But The Lord?” 

Text by Susan Boersma, Music by C. Courtney 
 

O come, Thou bright and morning star and bring us comfort from afar. 

Dispel the shadows of the night and turn our darkness into light. 
 

Who but the Lord can give the shadows light, can break into the dark, draw morning from the night? 

Who but the Lord will hear our cry and answer, “Here am I?” 
 

Who but the Lord makes blinded eyes to see, brings music to the deaf, sets the lonely captive free? 

Who but the Lord will by His glory show the paths of peace? 
 

O shine on us the brightness of Your face, to earth’s remotest end, every people, every race. 

O shine on us until to each is shown Your saving grace. 
 

Who but the Lord can give the shadows light?  None but the Lord. 

 
MESSAGE              “Come and See The One Who Is Coming”  
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* HYMN OF THE DAY                   “On Jordan’s Bank” 
Please sing Unison on Verse 5 
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 * PROFESSION OF FAITH – Apostles Creed 
 I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
 creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 He descended into hell.  
 On the third day he rose again; 
 He ascended into heaven,  
 He is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
   

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
 the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,  
 the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,  
 and the life everlasting. Amen 

 
 

*SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

And also with you. 
(We greet one another with the words “Peace be with you”) 

 

OFFERING OF GIFTS              
 Chancel Choir       “Even So, Come. Lord Jesus, Come” 

Chris Tomlin, arr. C. Duren 
 

All of creation, all of the earth, make straight a highway, a path for the Lord. Jesus is coming soon. 

Call back the sinner. Wake up the saint. Let every nation shout of Your fame. Jesus is coming soon. 

 

Like a bride waiting for her groom, we’ll be a church ready for You. 

Every heart longing for our King, we sing: Even so, come, Lord Jesus, come! 

 

There will be justice. All will be new. Your name forever Faithful and True. Jesus is coming soon. 

 

So, we wait. We wait for You.  God, we wait. You’re coming soon. 

Even so, some, Lord Jesus come! 
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*OFFERTORY                      “What Can I Give Him?” 

 
 
*PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 
* THE LORD’S PRAYER       

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
*BENEDICTION 

In all your Advent preparations,  
remain watchful with your eyes on Christ,  
whose birth in a manger is but a promise of his coming again in glory.  

 And may the blessing of Almighty God, Father, + Son and Holy Spirit  
 be with you now and forever.  

Amen 
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* CLOSING HYMN                     “Lift Up Your Heads”  
There will be an extended interlude between Vs. 3 & 4 

Please sing unison on Verse 4 

* DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God! 

 

Holy Child Within the Manger Text and Music: Marty Haugen ©1987 GIA Publications 
Music for Offertory from Somos del Senor (ELW639) Text from “In the Bleak Midwinter,” Christina Rossetti 
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Worship Matters 

What is Advent?  Advent means “coming” or “arrival”.  It is the first season of the new Church Year, a 
season of preparation that looks toward the celebration of Christmas.  The color for Advent is blue, a 
tradition that began in Swedish churches centuries ago.  Blue suggests hope, a primary theme of 
Advent.  Knowing that Jesus already came once in a manger, on the Sundays of Advent we focus on 
the second coming of Jesus, John the Baptist as he heralds the coming of Christ, and the virgin Mary 
as the obedient servant chosen to bear the Son of God. 
 
As a part of our Advent observance and Christmas preparations, the sanctuary will be gradually 
decorated for the season. 

 
 

 
Director/Organist:  Steve Basselman 
 

Choir Accompanist:  Beth Reichert   
 

Choir Members: 
  Brenda Shibler  Kris Jemmott  Cristie Sevey    Deb Schmidt 
  Nona Rupp  Peg Bjorlin  Erin Reichert    Jo Ann Liechty 
  Susan Short  Gwen Grisier   MacKenna Whitacre  Joan Smith 
  Susan Dominique Robin Trudel  Adam Grisier   Paul Reichert 
  Zach Basselman  Isaac Reichert  Josh Basselman  Jerry Rohrs 
  Dennis Howell  Pat Basselman Harold Plassman  Jen Basselman 
  Mark Erbskorn  David McDonel Stan Schmidt   Corryn Short 

 
 

St. Martin’s Worship Servants . . .  
Ministers of Worship -Everyone Present  
Acolyte            -Aden McCarty 
Lector   -Mykale Schneider 
Greeter Team Leader -Phil & Judi Rupp 
Usher Team Leader         -Jim Wyse 
Sound System  -Darren Sonnenberg 
Altar Guild             -Sandy Thatcher, Janet Wyse 
Offering Counters  -Jo Ann Liechty, Mark Erbskorn, Nona Rupp 
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 St. Martin’s Lutheran Church 

203 S. Defiance Street Archbold OH 43502 
Phone Number: 419-445-4656  Fax: 419-445-2952 

Web Site:   www.the-welcome-place.org 
Office Hours:      
Pastor Paul    Steve Basselman      Brenda Shibler  
   9-12 Mon, Tues, Thurs.    Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri. morning       Tues, Thurs, Fri. 8:00-12:30     
 or by appointment         Tues, Wed, Thurs, Fri. afternoon 
 

e-mail:     stmartin@the-welcome-place.org           Pastorpaul@the-welcome-place.org  
     steveb@the-welcome-place.org   
Worship Services: 9:00 am each Sunday 
         First & Third Sunday of the month Communion & Festivals 
    6:00 pm each Wednesday, Informal Worship, monthly Communion 
     

Sunday School: 10:30 am each Sunday for all ages 

 
  

 

Building The Welcome Place  
  

Who Are We?  We are The Welcome Place 

Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God.   

         – Romans 15:7 
  

What Is Our Mission As A Church And As Members?  WWW 

We are…Welcoming friends and strangers with God’s love. 

    Working to build deeper relationships with Jesus.        

       Witnessing to share God’s love with everyone  
  

What Is Our Vision Of Who God Wants Us To Be?  ORG 

People who are serving…One Real God, 

     living One real faith, 

       making One real difference. 

How Do We Remind Ourselves? 

www.the-welcome-place.org 
 

Welcome to worship today and join us in building The Welcome Place Jesus calls us to be. 

http://www.the-welcome-place.org/
mailto:stmartin@the-welcome-place.org
mailto:Pastorpaul@the-welcome-place.org
mailto:steveb@the-welcome-place.org
http://www.the-welcome-place.org/
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We Welcome All to St. Martin’s Lutheran Church this Sunday as you join us to 
worship our Savior, Jesus Christ.  We invite you to sign the Welcome Insert in your 
Bulletin and fill in the appropriate information.  If you are visiting, we would like to 
invite you back to worship with us at your earliest convenience.  If you are looking 
for a church home, come join us here at “The Welcome Place” for worship and allow 
us to introduce ourselves and the Lord whom we serve.  Join us for coffee, cookies 
and fellowship in the Fellowship Hall following the Worship Service. 
 
Sight and Hearing Assistance: Personal PA, Wireless Earphones are available 
from the worship ushers 
 
The Nursery Room at the back of the sanctuary is available for parents and 
children during Sunday morning services. We ask that no children of any age be in 
the nursery without adult supervision.  
 
Zion Mennonite Church Choir will present the musical “Amahl and the Night 
Visitors” at Pettisville High School tonight, December 10, at 7:00pm.  “Amahl 
and the Night Visitors” is a fictional story.  One night in Judea, a disabled shepherd 
boy-turned-beggar and his mother are visited by three strangers. They are the 
Three Kings, and they are on their way to Bethlehem to visit the Christ Child, who 
has just been born.  There is no admission, but donations will be accepted to 
support the Escuela Mennonite Betania, a K-12 school in Puerto Rico. 
 
Toledo Symphony Orchestra will perform a Christmas Concert at St. Paul’s 
Lutheran, Napoleon Twp., Wednesday, December 13 at 7:30 pm.  Tickets are $20 
for adults; $10 for students; ages 5 and under are free.  Call church office to reserve 
tickets 419-758-3522.  

 
Hometown Christmas, December 17, 3:00 pm . . .  A Community Christmas Carol 
Sing-Along to be held at Giffey Hall in Ridgeville.  All ages are welcome.  Admission 
is free.  Hosted by Zion Lutheran, Ridgeville.  Refreshments & fellowship time to 
follow. 
 
Section Eight Acapella from Ohio University will provide a concert on Monday, 
December 18 here at St. Martin’s at 7:00pm.  St. Martin’s member, Will Collins is a 
member of this performing group. 
 
A Blue & White Cooler in the kitchen has been here since November.  Please 
check to see if it belongs to you.  It needs to go home! 
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This Week at St. Martin’s 
 

 Today – December 10 – Advent II  
 Worship 9:00 am, Chancel Choir Special Music 
 Sunday School, 10:30 am 
    

 Monday – December 11 
 Mary Martha Circle Christmas, at the Barn, 5:30 pm 
 Monday Night Bible Study, 7:00, Gospel of Luke 
 Friendship Circle, 7:30, Bridget Lovejoy, Hostess 
 

 Tuesday – December 12 
 Men’s Breakfast Fellowship, 6:30 am, City Café  
 Community Meal, 5:00-6:00 pm, Zion Mennonite  
   

 Wednesday – December 13 
 Welcome Meal, 5:15 pm 
 Welcome Place Kids, 6:00 pm, in the basement, Movie Night  
 Catechism, 6:00, above the Fellowship Hall 
 Informal Worship, 6:00 
 Adult Circle, 6:30, Fellowship Hall 
 Book Club, 6:30, Nursery 
 Adult Bell Choir, 6:30  
 Chancel Choir, 7:30 
  

 Thursday – December 14 
 Women’s Breakfast Bible Study, 6:30 am at City Café  
 Bulletin Deadline, 9:00 am 
 Knit Wits, 6:30, Fellowship Hall 
 Church Council, 7:00 pm 
 

 Next Sunday – December 17 – Advent III 
 Worship 9:00 am, Holy Communion 
 Sunday School, 10:30 am 
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Last Week & Last Year at St. Martin’s. . .  
 

 9:00 6:00 
Total 
Attendance 

Offering 

December 4, 2016 144 28 172 $5,970.60 

December 3, 2017 136 23 159 $6,286.00 

 
Receipts Week of December 3, 2017 Budget and Year to Date 

Operating Contributions  $5,176.00 
Budgeted Weekly  
Operating Need 

$4,745.00 

Benevolence Received $385.00 
Budgeted Weekly 
Benevolence Need 

$472.00 

Other Designated Income $725.00 As of October 31, 2017  

Total Income $6,286.00 YTD Operating Received $206,234.61 

  YTD Operating Expenses $206,936.97 

  Net Income/(Deficit) ($729.36) 

 

Sunday School Attendance: 2016 – 76  2017 – 65    
 

 


  

ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS WORSHIP SERVICES . . .  
   

DECEMBER 17—ADVENT III, HOLY COMMUNION 
   

DECEMBER 24—ADVENT IV 
 Worship, 9:00 am –  
  Sunday School, Pre-School through 6th Grade, Worship Leaders 
 No Sunday School – Christmas Cookie Coffee Hour to follow worship 
  

DECEMBER 24—CHRISTMAS EVE, HOLY COMMUNION 
 Family Service, 4:00 pm  

 Festival Worship, 7:00 pm 
 Candlelight Service, 11:00 pm 

  

DECEMBER 25—CHRISTMAS DAY, HOLY COMMUNION  
 Worship, 10:00 am 
  

DECEMBER 31—SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS, HOLY COMMUNION 
 Worship, 9:00 am 
 No Sunday School 
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 St. Martin's Prayer Line   
For our prayers in worship this morning and our daily devotions in the coming week, we remember: 

All Believers  as we look for the coming Messiah, may we be ready to see the Son of Man 
coming in a cloud with power and great glory 

 

All in Need   both body & soul that we might know the joy we have in the presence of our 
Lord, Jesus Christ, our Redeemer and King 

 

Bishop Daniel Beaudoin, Synod Staff members and all the office staff, that they may be 
supported in their ministry to the Church 

 

The Ipagala Parish of Dodoma, St. Martin’s Companion Congregation, may they continue to carry 
out God’s ministry and mission in Tanzania 

 

Mission Partner Congregation of Redeemer Lutheran, Toledo may they continue to carry out 
God’s ministry and mission in the Toledo Area 

 

Victims of the recent natural disasters and those responding to help, that they may be safe and 
find comfort in our Lord Jesus Christ  

 

For those who need healing, may they know the healing hand of God 

 
Our Shut-ins Claudine Arnold, Elden Badenhop, Joan Plassman, Ada Thrasher, Louise Wyse may 
they know the presence of God 

For those who need God’s protection and the assurance that he is near 
     All St. Martin’s Members as they prepare for Ministry  
     Our College students both close to home and far away 
          All members, family & friends who serve in our military, Steve & Sara (Delaney) Adams, 

Patrick Cirenza (friend of June Hayes) 
 

Prayer requests for the people of St. Martin's       
Please contact the church office by 9:00 am. Thursday 
(Note, we include a person's name with permission.) 

 

Members of St. Martin’s  
   Angie Avers 

   Jerry Clevenger  
   Ruth Detwiler  

   Sharon Heckel  
   Dorothy Huner  

   Vicky Lindley  
   Al Siewert 

   Joe Wyse 
    
      
    
    
 

Family & Friends of St. Martin’s  
   Jason Beiser, friend of Reese Collins 
   Gene Bowman, neighbor of Vicky Lindley 

   Phillip Calvin, Tanya Howell’s brother 
   James & Jaxon Dilyard, Peg Winzeler’s great grandsons       

   Greg Jenkins, Pastor Paul’s brother-in-law  
   Melvin Jewell, Diana Ziegler’s father 

   Bernard & Lois Laymen, friends of Vicky Lindley 
   Joan Mortenson, Pastor Paul’s sister-in-law 

   Hutokia Opdyke, Lee Opdyke’s mother 
   Hannah Purkey, Marilyn Opdyke’s niece 

   Jim Shiley, Beth Reichert’s father 
   Penny & Denny Snyder, friends of Gene & Jan Delaney 

   Lu Wolf, Judy (Paul) Wyse’s mother 


