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PRESS RELEASE 
 

Skagit County’s First Junior Roller Derby Bout 

 
Burlington, December 30, 2014:  Skagit Valley Roller Derby has been promoting the sport of flat track roller derby 

in Skagit County for two years.  Today, SVRD is proud to announce Skagit Valley Junior Derby will hold their first 

public home bout on January 18, 2015. 

 

Skagit Valley Junior Derby (SVJD) is a division of Skagit Valley Roller Derby, which is committed to teaching 

young skaters (male and female who are between the ages of 8 and 17) how to play flat track roller derby 

while encouraging personal growth and confidence.  SVJD is coached by Skagit Valley Roller Derby’s Founder, 

Shannon Tolbert and SVRD League Skater, Rachele Bates.  SVJD’s coaches collectively bring over 10 years of 

experience playing flat track roller derby, and 5 years of coaching experience. 

 

SVJD is a member of the Junior Roller Derby Association (JRDA).  The JRDA is an international association 

dedicated to advancing the growth of roller derby through the standardization of rules and goals for existing 

and new leagues.  The mission of the Junior Roller Derby Association is to nurture bold self-confidence in youth 

by developing teamwork and athletic ability while treasuring individuality within a culture of integration, 

encouragement, and service to others. 

 

SVJD teaches new skaters the basic skills needed to safely play flat track roller derby through their training 

program called the Candi (short for Candidate) Factory.  Skaters who successfully complete SVJD’s Candi 

Factory training program graduate and become league skaters on one of the two SVJD teams, the Runtz or 

Smartiez, which are both named to follow the League’s candy theme.  The Runtz are made up of level 1 and 2 

skaters, and the Smartiez are comprised of level 3 skaters.  The Junior Roller Derby Association (JRDA) sets the 

requirements that determine what skills need to be met each level. 

 

On January 18th, SVJD’s Runtz welcome fellow JRDA member league Mob City Misfits from Everett to join them 

in their first ever home bout.  Doors open at 4 pm and the bout will begin at 4:30 pm at The Skateway/Skagit 

Event Center located at 1645 South Walnut Street, Burlington.  Tickets are available online at 

SkagitValleyRollerDerby.com and will be available at the door the day of the event on a first come first served 

basis. 

 

Junior Roller Derby is alive and well in Skagit County and growing every day.  Skaters (male or female ages 8 

and up) who are interested in becoming a part of Skagit Valley Roller Derby can find more information about 

upcoming training programs for children and/or adults by visiting SkagitValleyRollerDerby.com or by sending an 

email to info@skagitvalleyrollerderby.com. 
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