
OvOvOvOverviewerviewerviewerview    
 

There are actually two ribs leading to the 
famous Pinnacle, and a great deal of 
confusion about which is the so called “First 
Pinnacle Rib”, and which is the “Second”. 
They are therefore referred to here as “Left” 
and “Right” Pinnacle Ribs. 
 
Left Pinnacle Rib is the easiest route on the 
face, and can be climbed in all weathers, 
with packs, or in boots. The Right Pinnacle 
Rib offers more challenging climbing with 
some very steep moves on good holds.  

    

DifficultiesDifficultiesDifficultiesDifficulties    
 
The two hard pitches are optional, and not 
really in-keeping with the rest of the route. 
The Yellow Slab is often given 4b, and 
becomes very difficult in the rain. 
Thompson’s Chimney is notoriously wet and 
unpleasant! 
 
If climbing the Left Pinnacle Rib, the curving 
flakes pitch is the only real difficulty. On the 
Right Pinnacle Rib the climbing is more 
sustained and route-finding more difficult. 

    

StrategyStrategyStrategyStrategy    
 
A single 50m rope is adequate for both 
routes, but be careful with drag on P2 of the 
Right hand route. 
 
The Left hand route can be soloed by 
confident parties, and most people can 
manage some simul-climbing on the broad 
ridge up to the Pinnacle.  
 
Take packs up with you, with headtorches 
and boots for the descent. 

 

 

Overhung 
flake slab 

175m   Difficult    
Equipment: 1 set of nuts (1 to 10) 
 Cams or Hexes 1in to 3in 
 6 - 8 Extenders  
 4 120cm slings 
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Pinnacle RibPinnacle RibPinnacle RibPinnacle Rib, , , , Tryfan East Face          175m175m175m175m  Diff  3–6 hrs  

A couple of great easy routes up the central, highest buttress of the mountain. 
Pleasant low-grade climbing in a big mountain environment, as well as optional 
hard pitches make this a good place for novices, first leads, or those without 
much multi-pitch experience. 
 

EquipmentEquipmentEquipmentEquipment    
 
Do Not climb this route without suitable 
footwear for the descent and a headtorch. 
Waterproofs, map, compass, spare clothing, 
and a whistle should also be considered 
essential. A helmet is strongly 
recommended, although the rock is mostly 
sound. 

    

Approach (Approx 1hr 10m)Approach (Approx 1hr 10m)Approach (Approx 1hr 10m)Approach (Approx 1hr 10m) 
 
Park at the Milestone Buttress lay-by on the 
A5. Follow the well-paved path that leads to 
Tryfan’s North Ridge, but instead of turning 
right up the ridge, continue over the col to 
pick up Heather Terrace, which contours all 
the way along the East Face (good path 
once you find it!) 
 
Follow Heather Terrace and start counting 
large gullies coming down from the summit. 
Bastow Gully is the first, with steep rock 
walls. Then Nor’ Nor’ Gully with scree in the 
base, then Green Gully with a grassy bed. 
Continue past North Gully, and then Little 
Gully. Look for the big heather bay before 
reaching South Gully. 

    

DescentDescentDescentDescent 
 
If avoiding Thompson’s Chimney walk off to 
the right before turning left up to the col 
below the Central Summit. Drop down over 
the col, and then head up and right to reach 
Adam and Eve on the Summit. From here 
descend towards the Col between Central 
and North Summits and follow paved path 
down the West face, returning to the road 
half way along Llyn Ogwen. 
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Thompson’s 
Chimney 

Easy climbing up 
broad ridge. 

Choice of route 
and many belays if 
required. Can solo 
or simul-climb 

Walk right behind 
the pinnacle and 
make a steep 

move up right side 
of block 

Yellow Slab (4b) – 
start behind 

pinnacle on edge of 
slab to a slim 

groove (very hard!) 

Big curving flakes 
(some slightly 
suspect!) 

Spike runner 

Easy 

Optional finish up 
Thompson’s Chimney 

is difficult and 
usually wet 

Walk off right then 
back left to col 
below Central 

Summit 

Groove has 
occasional 

slippery move 

From belay step right 
and climb rib groove in 
overhang. Make a 

difficult move to better 
holds and steep pull 

Follow rib (variety of 
lines) with some 
awkward moves 

The 
Escape 
Pitch 

Watch rope drag 
on this pitch 

TECHNICAL DIFFICULTY 

SERIOUSNESS 

GOOD IN THE WET 


