
OverviewOverviewOverviewOverview    
 

This is a big mountain route, typical of all 
those on Lliwedd’s Northeast face, and can 
be characterised by long sections of easy 
climbing with a distinct crux. The rock is 
generally sound, and the climbing mostly on 
good holds. 

    

DifficultiesDifficultiesDifficultiesDifficulties    
 
The first difficulty on Horned Crag is the 
route-finding, as this side of the buttress 
features many tempting-looking dead ends. 
Getting off-route on the first pitch above the 
Heather Shelf is common, and leads to a VS 
variation that rejoins the route after pitch 2. 
 
The technical difficulties are all packed into 
the crux pitch around the horns, which can 
be tackled by 4 variations, each with its own 
character and difficulty.  
 
Protection is very good at the difficult 
sections, but some easier pitches are rather 
run-out. The climb is not difficult for the 
second, apart from the Cracked Slab pitch if 
variations 3 or 4 are followed. 

    

StrategyStrategyStrategyStrategy    

 
A long route that is best climbed as a rope of 
two. The pitches are all sensibly located, and 
linking pitches doesn’t usually save much 
time. 2 x 50m ropes are recommended, 
although a single will work. Rock shoes are 
recommended due to small footholds. 
 
Confident parties often solo up to the horns 
and then rope the crux, but this requires 
knowledge of the route. 
 
The upper pitches above the 2

nd
 quartz wall 

are all easy scrambling and should be 
soloed or simul-climbed. 
 

 

Keep 
traversing left 
to second rib 

Heather 
Shelf 

260m   Hard Very Difficult    
Equipment: 1 set of nuts (1 to 10) 
 Cams or Hexes 1in to 3in 

 7 Extenders (including long ones) 
 3 120cm slings 
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Horned Crag is an excellent route up a big mountain face, taking a direct line up 
the left hand buttress and finishing right on the summit via a series of easy exit-
pitches. Difficult route finding and an intricate crux section provide a challenge 
amongst many enjoyably steep easy pitches. 
 

EquipmenEquipmenEquipmenEquipmentttt    

 
Although Lliwedd routes have a bigger feel 
to them than those on Tryfan, the descent is 
actually less rough underfoot. That said, at 
least one pack should be carried up the 
climb, containing descent shoes, head 
torches, clothing, map and compass. 
Helmets are strongly recommended. 

    

Approach (Approx 1hr30)Approach (Approx 1hr30)Approach (Approx 1hr30)Approach (Approx 1hr30) 
 
From the screes below Lliwedd (see Lliwedd 
overview card) start by identifying Heather 
Shelf. This lies bottom left of the main East 
Buttress, just right of the big unclimbable-
looking East Gully.  
 
Scramble up to the left end of the Heather 
Shelf – this can be difficult when wearing 
boots and the rock is wet, and some parties 
may wish to rope this pitch. Belays on the 
Shelf are very poor, so take care! 

    

DescentDescentDescentDescent 
 
A variety of upper scrambling pitches lead 
right to the very summit of the mountain. 
From here, turn left (East) and follow a good 
path below the lower subsidiary summit to a 
broad col. From here there are two options. 
 
(1) To return to the bottom of the crag, 

drop left off the col – this looks 
unlikely at first, but soon eases into 
reasonable scrambling to the top of 
the Lliwedd Screes. 

 
(2) To return to Pen-Y-Pass continue along 
the path, passing to the right (South) of 
another subsidiary peak and then bearing 
left with one steep section back to the paved 
section above Llyn Llydaw. 

 
 

Awkward step 
left – look for 
grassy ledge in 

big corner 

Good holds in 
corner, then 
step left at 

spike 

Spike belay 

Steep move to 
ledge and 

easier groove 

Spikes at top 
of rib 

Head right 
over quartz 

wall Poor belays 
below slab. 
Some loose 

blocks 

Easy slab and 
groove 

Start of crux 
section. Choice 
of 4 ways… 

(1) Climb 
grooves and 
ribs to reach 
overhang 

(2) technical 
cracks up to 
overhang 

(3) very hard 
move up corner 

crack 

(4) walk right 
along ledge 

(4) layback and 
bridge nice 

groove 

(3&4) diabolical 
cracked slab. 
Levitate left 

to ledge 

(1&2) Steep 
pull onto 

chockstone and 
into easy 
chimney 

Wide crack / 
chimney leads 
up and right 
from ledge 

Steep quartz 
wall with some 

loose rock 

Lots of easy 
scrambling to 

summit 

The 4 variations around the horns 
 

(1) The left hand variation is probably the easiest, 
but difficulty varies with exact choice of line. Stay 
on ribs and grooves until overhang impasse. Step 
right below this and make a hard pull onto the 

chockstone. 
 

(2) Go right around the rib to a small ledge. Follow 
technical cracks up to the overhang. This way is 
the nicest climbing, but is more technical (HS?) 

 
(3) The original way involves a desperate crack to 
gain the front of an easier rib and ends on the 

narrow ledge below the famous cracked slab. This 
is climbed up and left (almost impossible!) to reach 

a large ledge. 
 

(4) The non-escape! Walk right and then cut back  
left up a nice corner groove which unfortunately 

leads to the cracked slab… 

Cracked 
Slab 

The Horns 
(not clear 
on route) 

Off route up 
first rib and 

groove – this is 
a VS variation 

Spacious 
platform 

2nd Quartz 
Wall 

1st Quartz 
Wall 

TECHNICAL DIFFICULTY 

SERIOUSNESS 

GOOD IN THE WET 


