
OverviewOverviewOverviewOverview    
 

Giant’s Crawl starts up the obvious and 
tempting-looking line of slabs trending 
rightwards up the left side of B Buttress. 
From the top of the slab many people 
descend via Easy Terrace, but the 
continuation up the upper part of B Buttress 
contains the best climbing, and finishes up a 
fine grassy summit ridge. 
 
Overall, this is a first class mountain day, 
taking in a steep face and true summit. 
   

    

DifficultiesDifficultiesDifficultiesDifficulties    
 
In general the climb is of low technical 
difficulty, and not particularly serious, with 
escape never far away. Protection is 
generally good, but care should be taken to 
adequately protect the second on the 
numerous traversing pitches. 
 
The rock here is slippery when wet, but this 
climb is furnished with reassuringly positive 
holds throughout its length, making it a good 
choice on rainy days. Some of the quartz is 
loose, and particular care is needed in a 
couple of places. 
 
The crux is a short thrutch move off the 
terrace, right above the belay and with good 
protection. This gives access to the excellent 
upper section. 

    

EquipmentEquipmentEquipmentEquipment    
 
Boots, map, compass, whistle, headtorch, 
food and water should all be carried up the 
route, unless planning to descend via Easy 
Terrace. 

 

 

Start at base of Great 
Gully between A and B 

buttress, at bottom of big 
obvious slab line 

125m   Difficult    
Equipment: 1 set of nuts (1 to 10) 
 Cams or Hexes 1in to 3in 
 6 - 8 Extenders  
 3 120cm slings 

OUMC MiniGuides OUMC MiniGuides OUMC MiniGuides OUMC MiniGuides by Steve Broadbent                                        WARNING! This topo is not to scale    

Giant’s CrawlGiant’s CrawlGiant’s CrawlGiant’s Crawl, , , , Dow Crag          125m125m125m125m  Diff  3–5 hrs  

A pleasant easy climb up a tremendous crag, with little commitment but exciting 
exposure. One of the Lakes’ best routes for novices, wet days, or just when 
you’re in need of a short, friendly mountain route! 
 
 

StrategyStrategyStrategyStrategy    

 
The best way of climbing Giant’s Crawl is as 
a mountain route to the summit of Dow and 
then descending along the ridge to the 
South. In this case, both climbers will need 
to take packs and all their gear up the route 
– part of the pleasure on Giant’s! 
 
Alternatively, the route can be treated as a 
short multi-pitch by descending from the top 
of the slabs. In this case only minimal gear 
needs to be carried, but the best climbing is 
missed. 

    

Approach (Approx 1hr)Approach (Approx 1hr)Approach (Approx 1hr)Approach (Approx 1hr) 
 
Park in the large car park at the end of the 
Tarmac on the Walna Scar road above 
Coniston. Continue on foot along the track 
for about 1.5km until a steep path heads up 
the grassy slopes on the right – follow this 
towards Goats Water below Dow Crag.  
 
Cross the outflow of the tarn and head over 
large boulders and then steep scree, aiming 
for the foot of ‘B Buttress’. A prominent blue 
stretcher box is visible at the foot of this 
Buttress, and the line of slabs of Giant’s 
Crawl can be identified on the left side of the 
Buttress. 

    

DescentDescentDescentDescent 
 
From the summit turn left and follow a good 
path along the ridge to the South over Buck 
Pike. Skirt beneath the summit of Brown 
Pike and descend easy slopes to pick up the 
Walna Scar road. Turn left and follow this 
down steep zig-zgs and back to the car park. 
 
Alternatively, go north from the summit to the 
col between Dow and the Old Man. Turn 
right (south) here and descend back to 
Goats Water. 

 
 

Easy 
Terrace 

TECHNICAL DIFFICULTY 

SERIOUSNESS 

GOOD IN THE WET 

Easy slab with 
good holds Belay at right 

side of ledge 

Good climbing 
up long 

continuation 
slab, with 

possible belay 
en-route  

Easy 
Terrace 

Possible 
scramble 

descent down 
easy terrace  

MR Stretcher 
Box 

Bottom of Easy Terrace 
(scramble)  

Belay on Easy 
Terrace at top 

of Slab 

Easy scramble 
leftwards to 

belay on blocks 
below off-width. 
Care with loose 

blocks 
Crux move up 
smooth wide 
crack to gain 
top of flake  

Do not belay on first 
part of ledge  

Step down left 
around corner onto 

a smaller ledge  

Excellent 
climbing up 

steep corner – 
good flakes and 

cracks  

Belay at top of corner. 
Several steps of easy 

scrambling above can be done 
un-roped.  

Easy scrambling 
via a variety of 
possible lines  

Lovely ridge walk 
up to summit  

Great 
Gully 


