
OverviewOverviewOverviewOverview    
 

The route can be broadly split into two 
sections, both finishing with a crux chimney. 
The lower half links some lovely climbing up 
to the huge overhang of “The Gash”, whilst 
the upper section follows a delightful alpine 
style ridge to the South Summit.  
 
Although the rock is polished it can be 
climbed when wet, and confident parties 
may consider climbing in boots. 

    

DifficultiesDifficultiesDifficultiesDifficulties    
 
Most of this route is relatively straight-
forward climbing on good holds with ample 
protection. However – the two chimneys are 
notoriously difficult. The first is a tight 
squeeze in which even a small pack can be 
totally prohibitive. The second is a less 
secure affair involving some rather 
unpleasant thrutching… 
 
Escape is difficult after the second pitch. 

    

StrategyStrategyStrategyStrategy    
 
As with the other routes on this face you 
should carry headtorches, waterproofs, and 
boots up the climb with you. If possible try to 
have only one rucksack in the party, so that 
the leader can get up the squeeze chimney 
without a pack. 
 
Confident parties may be able to solo the 
first two pitches, and the upper buttress, but 
will probably want to rope p3-5 and the final 
chimney. 
 
A single 50m rope is adequate for those 
moving quickly and placing little gear, 
otherwise double 50m ropes are 
recommended to minimise drag. 
 

 

Short polished slab 
to small ledge 

The 

Gash 

210m   Hard Very Difficult    
Equipment: 1 set of nuts (1 to 10) 
 Cams or Hexes 1in to 3in 

 6 - 8 Extenders (including long ones) 
 4 120cm slings 
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Gashed CragGashed CragGashed CragGashed Crag, , , , Tryfan East Face          210m210m210m210m  HVD  3½ –7hrs 

hrs  
Gashed Crag is the least popular of the three big Tryfan routes, although it 
probably follows the cleanest line. The route features a large amount of excellent 
easy climbing with two formidable crux chimneys that instil fear and build 
character.  

EquipmentEquipmentEquipmentEquipment    
 
Do Not climb this route without suitable 
footwear for the descent and a headtorch. 
Waterproofs, map, compass, spare clothing, 
and a whistle should also be considered 
essential. A helmet is strongly 
recommended, although the rock is mostly 
sound. 

    

Approach (Approx 1hr 15m)Approach (Approx 1hr 15m)Approach (Approx 1hr 15m)Approach (Approx 1hr 15m) 
 
Park at the Milestone Buttress lay-by on the 
A5. Follow the well-paved path that leads to 
Tryfan’s North Ridge, but instead of turning 
right up the ridge, continue over the col to 
pick up Heather Terrace, which contours all 
the way along the East Face (good path 
once you find it!) 
 
Follow Heather Terrace and start counting 
large gullies coming down from the summit. 
Bastow Gully is the first, with steep rock 
walls. Then Nor’ Nor’ Gully with scree in the 
base, then Green Gully with a grassy bed. 
Continue past North Gully, Little Gully and 
finally South Gully. Start at an overhung 
groove 20m left of South Gully. 

    

DescentDescentDescentDescent 
 
Either head left to pick up the easy path 
down the South Ridge to Tryfan Fach, then 
turn right on the path towards Ogwen, or go 
right from the top of the climb to the Central 
Summit. From here descent slightly on the 
west face and pick up the path that drops 
down from the col between the Central and 
North summits, and follow this (paved) back 
to the road. 

 
 

Nice finger-locks 
up steep crack 

Exposed step 
right around 
arête to ledge 

Right hand 
groove is 
easiest 

Crack up left 
corner is very 
awkward 

Step left into 
obvious groove 
as soon as 
possible 

Easy groove 

Belay here if 
rope drag, but 
quicker to go 
straight over 
right to next 

pitch 
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Step right onto 
front of 

buttress – very 
nice climbing on 
good holds 

Awkward move 
around corner 
to belay 

Awkward move 
around corner 
to belay 

Crux squeeze 
chimney – secure, 
but no pro. Best to 
put left leg into 

crack and face right 

Go right around 
large block, then 
flick rope over it 

Move out left up 
wall to regain 
the crest of the 

ridge 

Munich Climb 
(VS) continues 
up from here 

Easy climbing with a 
few avoidable hard 
moves for about 2 – 

3 pitches. 
Confident parties 
should consider 
simul-climbing. 

Walk right to 
dank corner 
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TECHNICAL DIFFICULTY 

SERIOUSNESS 

GOOD IN THE WET 


