
OverviewOverviewOverviewOverview    
 

One of the very best crag climbs in Wales, 
featuring continuously interesting easy 
climbing with sensational exposure on the 
upper pitches. A great route for novices, new 
multi-pitch leaders, and veterans alike. 

    

DifficultiesDifficultiesDifficultiesDifficulties    
 
The route starts off simply enough on 
excellent holds up the initial rib. A difficult 
wall, passing a small overlap provides 
interest at the top of the first pitch. 
 
From the belay on the top of the crest at the 
end of pitch 2, things become more 
interesting, although escape is possible at 
this point. After pulling steeply into the 
groove, the exposure grows all the way 
along the brilliant flake traverse pitch to an 
exciting small stance. 
 
The main difficulties, however, are still to 
come, with a very troubling move onto the 
next belay ledge, and difficult thrutch to get 
off it. 
 
In general the climb is well protected and the 
holds reassuring, but the difficult moves are 
all in exposed positions. Leaders should take 
extra care protecting the two traverse 
pitches, as these can be worrying for the 
second. 

    

EquipmentEquipmentEquipmentEquipment    
 
Only minimal equipment need be carried up 
the route. Descent shoes, lightweight 
waterproof, food, water, headtorch, 
guidebook and whistle are all worth carrying 
in a small pack. 
 
Helmets are recommended due to some 
loose rock. 
 

 

100m Difficult    
Equipment: 1 set of nuts (1 to 10) 

 Cams or Hexes 1in – 3in 
 6 Extenders (including long ones) 
 4 120cm slings 
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Flying ButtressFlying ButtressFlying ButtressFlying Buttress, , , , Dinas Cromlech          100m100m100m100m  Diff  1–4 hrs  

A brilliant, easy climb up the subsidiary buttress right of the Cromlech. The line 
doesn’t look stunning from a distance, but the quality of the climbing and 
exposure is as good as any route of its grade in the country. 
 

StrategyStrategyStrategyStrategy    
 
This is very much a multi-pitch crag route. It 
is worth taking a small rucsac containing 
shoes for the descent, food, water, and a 
waterproof jacket if the weather is 
questionable. It is easy to leave kit at the 
base, as the descent route returns right to 
the bottom of the climb. 
 
Some stances are small, but the route can 
be climbed as a three. After pitch 2, moving 
the belay onto the ledge on the main face is 
recommended. 

    

Approach (Approx 30m)Approach (Approx 30m)Approach (Approx 30m)Approach (Approx 30m) 
 
The approach is worse than it looks, but not 
as bad as its reputation! From roadside 
parking at the Cromlech Boulders (often 
busy) head straight up the screes towards a 
subsidiary rib-like buttress on the far right of 
the crag. 

    

DescentDescentDescentDescent 
 
From the top of the final chimney, descend 
to the col between the Cromlech and the 
main hillside. Bear right and descend a 
steep gully that marks the right side of the 
crag. This is followed, generally on 
vegetation on the left side (looking out) with 
a few awkward scrambly steps back to the 
base of the climb. 
 

TECHNICAL DIFFICULTY 

SERIOUSNESS 

GOOD IN THE WET 

Start from top 
of screes up 
grooved rib. 

Vegetated 
corner 

Good Jugs on 
initial ridge 

Tricky wall – pass overlap on right 

Continue up ridge to obvious 
notch before upper wall. 
Belay on ridge crest above 

notch (rope drag) 

From belay on crest, drop down either side 
and move belay to ledge on the main wall 

Possible escape out right on 
vegetation 

Step down and left from 
belay to pull steeply into 

steep groove 

Excellent traverse left on flake 
holds. Great exposure! 

Flake belay (small stance) 

Brilliant exposed 
climbing up 
pocketed wall 

Move right up delicate 
ramp and round corner to 

hidden ledge 

Difficult move to gain 
ledge. Poor belays, 
awkward stance. 

Awkward thrutch 
up chimney Crux section 

Walk off to right and 
descend via big gully 

(scramble) 

Flying 
Buttress 

Cenotaph 
Corner 

Approach up 
screes 


