
From The Desk of Pastor Jeff  
                                                       The Word of God (Part One): God’s Revelation 
 
We’ve all experienced this before.  If you haven’t, you will.  It happens at work during the lunch breaks.  It happens 
among friends.  It happens in church.  The scenario works out like this: Someone says something about God.  Another 
person  disputes  it.   Maybe  a  third  person  offers  their  opinion  that  is  a  compromise  position.   The  first  and  the  second  
person disagree with the third.  The various parties listen to each other respectfully, but no conclusion is made.  Eventually 
the people with differing opinions go to their respective corners and no conclusion is reached.   
 
In this age of post-modernism where personal opinions are held inviolable, truth is left for the individual to determine.  We 
are taught that we should not say to someone else that his or her beliefs about God are wrong.  Someone’s religious 
perspective should not be denied.  As a result, religion has become a topic that is censored, not by the government, but by 
society.  I understand that engaging in the topic of religious truth can be a sensitive subject.  While I’m not advocating that 
people should be condescending or rude I do want to try to assess the philosophy behind these values.  The mantra that is 
often said today is “what true is for you is true for you, and what is true for me is true for me.” On one hand, this thinking 
has allowed people to co-exist and get along in a multi-ethnic and multi-religious society.  On the other hand, it has 
stymied the search for spiritual and religious truth.   
 
There are two problems with this “true for you/true for me” reasoning.  The first problem stems from post-modern 
philosophy that teaches objective reality is unknowable and that everyone is subject to one’s own perspective of things.  
This is especially true with regards to topics like God.   Post-modernism teaches that God is unknowable and therefore one 
person’s claim about God is no better than someone else’s.  However, the problem is the statement itself claims objective 
knowledge.  To say that God is unknowable is itself a statement that claims to know something objective about God.  It is 
self-contradictory. 
 
The second problem that arises from post-modern philosophy is that people’s ideas are in conflict.  What happens when 
someone’s beliefs about reality say that another’s beliefs about reality is wrong?  We cannot say that they are both right.  
That  is  a  contradiction.   Reality  is  not  dictated  by  what  one  believes  is  true  or  not.   Rather  things  are  true  or  false  
regardless of how someone feels about it.  I can believe that the truck is not hurtling toward me at 60 mph, but my hospital 
visit will tell me my beliefs are wrong. 
 
If we can settle on the idea that not everyone is right, who then is right?  Is God knowable?  Can anyone make a claim of 
truth about God or are we simply left to choose based on how we feel about things?  
 
One of the radical parts of Christianity is that it claims to be true- objectively, verifiably, propositionally true.  Christianity 
is in essence a religion about truth.  The truth if found in God working to reveal himself.  It is true that we know very little 
about  God  apart  from  God  revealing  himself  to  us.   What  we  believe  as  Christians  is  that  God  has  graciously  revealed  
himself to us in Jesus Christ. 
 
Jesus  says  in  John  14:6-  “I  am  the  way,  the  truth  and  the  life.   No  one  comes  to  the  Father  except  through  me”  (NIV  
emphasis mine).  And it says in John 8:31-32  “So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed him, “If you abide in my word, 
you are truly my disciples, and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free” (ESV emphasis mine).  In other 
words, Jesus’ claims to be the Messiah, to be the only way to God, and has the ability to speak about God.  He doesn’t just 
say that he knows the truth, or has a really good idea about God.  He says that he is the truth.  Truth of reality is found in 
Christ.  And scripture says that Christ is revealed in the word of Scripture (Rom 10:17). 
 
One question that arises is how do we know that Scripture is true?  How can I place my trust and my life on this?  There 
are two approaches to this question.  First, scripture itself claims to be true.  It testifies to it’s own authenticity (Eph 1:13, 2 
Tim 2:15, Jas 1:18).  Second, scripture claims to be testable.  (Jn 8:31-32, Ps 34:8).  These alone however are not enough 
to convince someone of the truth of God’s word.  The Holy Spirit needs to intercede to help someone see the truth of God 
revealed in scripture. 
 
There  is  much  to  say  about  this  and  over  the  next  few  weeks,  I’d  like  to  cover  the  topic  of  Scripture  and  discuss  the  
significance of God’s revelation in Scripture. 
 


