
From The Desk of Pastor Jeff  

Marks of the Church (cont.): Fellowship in the Spirit 

For the past several weeks, we have been talking about the marks of the Church.  The first three marks that we’ve 
discussed so far (The Word of God is preached, the Sacraments of Communion and baptism are practiced, and Church 
discipline) are traditional parts of the Reformed understanding of the church.  The final two marks of the church that 
will be discussed here and next week (fellowship of believers and disciple-making) can technically be subsets of the first 
three marks but should be mentioned separately for the sake of clarification.  

Today’s topic of the fellowship of believers can be categorized under the sacraments and/or church discipline.  It is hard 
to imagine someone participating in these things without fellowshipping with other believers.  Unfortunately, for many, 
fellowship and having deep relationships with other believers is considered an optional part of the Christian life.  We 
expect more faithfulness from our cell phones than we do from believers.  Cell phones are expected to work every time a 
call is made, but believers are given the option to participate in the life of the community so long as it is convenient.  
The reason for this phenomenon partially lies in our basic understanding of fellowship.  Biblically speaking, there are 
five things that help us understand the purpose and function of fellowship. 

1. Christ came to establish the community of believers. In several places, the Apostles point out that Christ’s death 
and resurrection was not simply meant to affect us on an individual level.  Christ’s work of redemption was to make a 
people for himself (Titus 2:14).  Believers are called to be a holy priesthood that represents God to the world (1 Peter 
2:9-10).  Lastly, there is a sense of unity for people who would otherwise have no interaction with one another because 
of what Jesus has done (Ephesians 2:11-13). 

2. Fellowship is one of the ways God uses to encourage believers. Hebrews 10:24-25 is very explicit in its command 
that believers should not give up meeting together.  Instead, they are to discipline themselves, come together, and 
encourage one another.  The author of Hebrews was writing to believers who were tempted to give up their faith for 
various reasons.  When times are difficult it is very easy to simply forsake gathering together and after a while, it gets 
harder and harder to go back. It is precisely in the times we are weak that we need to be in fellowship- both as a means 
of receiving and giving encouragement. 

3. Fellowship is one of the means by which God refines us. Proverbs 27:17 says “Iron sharpens iron, and one man 
sharpens another.”  In other words, as people come together and interact with one another, they are sharpened and 
refined.  This refinement is seen in three places: character, gifting, and experiences.  With regards to character, a person 
will not find out how self-centered and selfish they are until they are in a community.  In community, they are forced to 
consider others and think of others’ needs.  Secondly, community is also a place where one’s gifts are confirmed and 
honed.   A  person  whose  gifts  are  never  tested  in  a  community  is  like  a  singer  who  has  never  sung  in  front  of  other  
people.  Lastly, community helps people interpret their experiences.  Younger people get advice from older believers.  
Older people can be encouraged by the joy of younger believers.  Without fellowship, a believer can miss out on God-
given opportunities to be refined. 

4. God’s name is glorified when the body operates in love. In John 13:34-35, Jesus instructs his disciples the night 
before he is crucified to love one another.  This is the means by which people will be marked as Christ’s disciples.  When 
people see the community of love in the church it is a sharp contrast from the way the world works.  This should lead 
people to ask what the source of this power comes from.  Christian community should differ from the world in that we 
love one another not based off of our hobbies or personalities, but because we have received Christ’s love and grace 
through the dwelling of the Holy Spirit in our lives. 

5. We ultimately see Christ’s character through the body- In Philippians 2:1-11, Paul brings the church’s attention 
to Christ and calls on believers to have the same attitude of Christ toward one another. When we participate in the 
fellowship of believers, it is out of our understanding of who Jesus is.  A response of belief in Jesus calls on the believer 
to imitate Christ.  Christ incarnated himself in the flesh and associated with those who would crucify him.  The believer 
sees  Jesus  as  more  than  a  good moral  example  we  must  follow.   When we understand the  gospel,  we  know that  the  
Holy Spirit lives in us and therefore we cannot help but live as Christ lived. It is through his power working in us that 
we can love one another.  May we be a people that do not forsake our fellowship but take full advantage of the means of 
grace that God has given to us. 


