
From The Desk of Pastor Jeff 

Book review: Rescuing Ambition  (Part III) 

What do the ambitions that I have for my life have to do with Jesus?  What does the cross have to do with the 
hopes and dreams that I have for my life?  If Jesus truly is the Lord of our lives, by definition Jesus must claim 
jurisdiction over the ambitions of our lives.  What does this look like?  For the past two weeks I have been 
reflecting on a book written by Dave Harvey entitled, Rescuing Ambition.  In this book Harvey points out that 
ambition isn’t always bad.  In fact, ambition can be a godly thing.  He explains this by making a distinction 
between human centered ambition and God centered ambition.  Human centered ambition seeks to glorify oneself 
in order to find joy and contentment.  Godly ambition has as its goal the glory of Christ.  Last week, we discussed 
how God uses delayed ambitions and setbacks to reveal our own heart and refine us.  This week we will finish our 
discussion of Harvey’s book and conclude by examining where godly ambition is meant to be played out and how 
we are to deal with risk. 

The Playing Field 

Before we continue, we must remember that the definition of godly ambition is the ambition of a person to live not 
for his or her own glory, but to live for the glory of Christ.  For the Christian, actions are not motivated by selfish 
ambition, but out of love for the Savior.  Christ’s ambitions become our ambitions.  If this is so, a natural question 
is: what is Christ’s ambition?  The answer is this: Christ came to bring glory to the Father by restoring our 
relationship with God.  One of the consequences of sin is separation from God.  Because of our sin, we are 
separated from the Father.  Additionally, we are also separated from one another.  However, a radical shift 
happened in our standing with God and with one another at the cross.  Before, we were in a state of separation; 
now we are in a state of reconciliation.  In Matthew 16:18, Jesus says, “I will build my church, and the gates of hell 
shall not prevail against it.”  This is a radical way of thinking compared to the way we often think about modern 
Christianity.   Often our faith is limited to “my personal walk with Jesus”.  Jesus says that the purpose for the 
believer is that we are to walk in community with one another.  Harvey writes, “Christ’s promise introduces us to a 
radical, countercultural idea: the satisfaction of individual ambition is linked to our collective identity as the people 
of God.  The individual Christian simply cannot understand his purpose, and therefore his ambition, in purely 
individual terms.”(Kindle Loc. Loc. 2733)   In other words, for us to find God’s ambition in our lives, we find it 
within the body of Christ.   

Ambitious Risk 

Christians take risk out of trust in God’s sovereignty. Some ask, if we believe in a sovereign God who is in control 
of all things, does this lead us to laziness?  After all, if God’s going to do it, why should we bother exerting effort? 
We are not lazy because understanding God’s sovereignty would lead us to take tremendous “risks” for God.  
They may seem uncertain to us, but to God there is no uncertainty.  “Risks and uncertainty are daily reminders of 
how much greater God is than we are.  We take risks: God does not.  God is not “going” (because he’s already 
there), nor is he “not knowing” (since he knows all things).”(Kindle, Loc. 3155) 

Risk, argues Harvey, is actually a tool that God uses to show us how small we are and how big God is.  “God 
delights to put us in this position because it postures us to depend on him and to exercise faith toward him. It’s 
part of how he rescues us from misplaced security.” (Kindle, Loc. 3172) 

Harvey does a marvelous job dealing with the heart of people’s ambitions- both with people highly motivated to 
pursue great things and those who are not.  He is constantly helping the reader understand the significance of the 
gospel.  What I appreciate is that he goes beyond sappy inspiring stories and gets at trying to understand how 
God works in and through life experiences.   

There are two things I think that would have enhanced this book.  First, I would have like to have seen is how to 
discern whether an ambition is God’s or our own.  I have had the experience of people saying that an ambition is 
self-centered, when I felt that it was not.   It may have been beyond the scope of the book to discuss discerning 
God’s will, but I know that it was a pressing question for me.  Second, I think that the book could have benefited 
on what it means to live for the gospel.  I know for many, to live for the gospel immediately conjures up images of 
mission trips and pastoral ministry. While Harvey does give several examples, I think he could have fleshed out 
what it means for lay people to live ambitiously for Jesus. 

I recommend this book for those trying to understand what the gospel has to do with our practical ambitions. 
Harvey has many years of experience advising and counseling people on how the gospel applies in life.  So much of 
our ambitions reveal how we really see God.   In going back to Scripture and speaking to the heart of our 
ambitions, Harvey allows us to see that God is not disconnected from the challenges and the frustrations of our 
lives.   

 


