
From The Desk of Pastor Jeff 
Book review: Rescuing Ambition  
(Part II of Book review) 
 
Last week I began a review of a book called, “Rescuing Ambition”, by Dave Harvey.  We discussed how ambition is not 
necessarily a bad thing.  There’s a difference between human ambition and godly ambition.  The former seeks the glory 
of self, while the latter seeks the glory of God.  This week, I continue the review over the second part of the book and 
discuss how we deal with discontentment and failure.   

Discontentment:  

It will happen to all of us at some point.  It may manifest itself when we’ve been passed for a promotion.  Maybe we were 
not put in a position where we feel that we belong.  Or we’ve watched our friends with envy as they move on in their 
lives while we feel stuck.  With regards to discontentment, Harvey describes it as a sense of not getting what we think 
we deserve.  It manifests itself when our ambitions are frustrated.   What Harvey does here is not so much just tell us to 
stop being discontent as much as he brings the reader back to a deep understanding of the gospel.  The way the gospel 
helps us come out of our discontentment is the realization that we really don’t have what we deserve.  We have it better.   
What we deserve from God is condemnation and eternal punishment.  Instead, we have received mercy, grace and 
reconciliation.  This way of looking at things is much more comforting than looking at someone else who has it worse 
and thinking we should be grateful. 

As an example, Harvey cites Paul in Philippians 4:11-13 (ESV) 

“Not that I am speaking of being in need, for I have learned in whatever situation I am to be content.  I know how to 
be brought low, and I know how to abound.  In any and every circumstance, I have learned the secret of facing 
plenty and hunger, abundance and need.  I can do all things through him who strengthens me.” 

Paul found the secret to contentment.  His ambitions were not for his own glory, but for God.  Harvey writes,  

“Since Paul’s ambitions were not selfish, he could live with them unfulfilled.  Sure, he had dreams and desires- but they 
were God-focused, not Paul-focused.  If they remained unsatisfied, that was God’s business.  So Paul was able to aspire 
for more while resting peacefully in what God provided.  He hungered for more, but was happy with less.  Deferred 
dreams didn’t eat away at him.  Paul could be at peace in the present without abandoning hopes for the 
future…Contentment is what happens when godly ambition triumphs over selfish ambition.  Where there is godly 
ambition, we can be at peace with whatever comes our way.” 

Failure: 

In Chapter 8, Harvey deals with the disappointment of dealing with failure.  Put simply, failure occurs because we are 
not God.  We don’t have perfect judgment of things.  This is true whether they be sinful judgments or innocuous ones.  
One thing we must realize is that we must not confuse our wishes with God’s will.  Harvey writes, “If we’re not perfect, 
then our goals are not perfect either.”   Failures are God’s way of exchanging our plans for God’s greater plans.  Again, 
Harvey goes to the gospel.  The gospel reveals that God chooses to use those who are failures to display his glory.  
Those who are not failures have no need for good news.  “Those who are well have no need for a physician, but those 
who are sick.  I came not to call the righteous, but sinners” (Mark 2:17).   This leads us not to be defined by our failures,  
but by the one who uses failures to bring about glory for His name. 

If you haven’t figured it out by now, the reason I like Harvey is that he is constantly bringing us back to a deeper 
understanding of what the gospel means practically in our lives.  He doesn’t do this in an artificial way either.  He isn’t 
trying to draw wild connections from the cross to our lives.  Harvey gets to the heart of our disappointments and our 
longing for success and brings us to the significance of what it means that God is in our lives.  His insights into our 
struggles with success flow out of the insights from the Bible and the heart issues that are at hand.  He does not come at 
the issue as a man who has figured it out, but as a fellow sinner and a fellow traveler who is learning to follow Jesus. 

Next week, we will discuss the last few chapters of Rescuing Ambition.  In it, Harvey will discuss the need to connect 
our ambitions with the body of Christ, and how to practically live a life of ambition that takes risk for the glory of Christ. 


