
From The Desk of Pastor Jeff 

Current series: Christian Service 
Part 3: The Strength to Serve 

For the past two weeks we have been discussing Christian service.  In the first week, we discussed the 
heart motive for Christian service.  In week two, we discussed how service to God requires joyful 
worship to God.  This week we are going to discuss the strength of Christian service.  

The past few weeks we have been discussing how it is not enough that a person serves God.  God is not 
just concerned that we do things for Him; He is also concerned with our motives of service.  He is also 
concerned that service to God be done out of a heart of joy.  The natural question that follows from this 
is how?  How can we possibly serve God with a right motive and joyfully?  There are times when 
serving God is exhausting.  One only needs to read a few chapters of the Bible to see the examples of 
how difficult it is to serve God.  Moses had to lead a rebellious and obstinate people forty years through 
desert wilderness.  Scripture is not shy about acknowledging Moses’ expressions of frustration.  David 
was wrongly pursued and hunted while he was only being loyal to a rebellious king.  Later on, his son 
leads a conspiracy and a civil war for his kingdom.  Being a king of God’s people is no easy task.  
Jeremiah is tasked to preach to the people of God.  All he gets for his troubles is rejection and threats.  
Simply put: serving God is not easy. 

How are we to encourage people to continue to serve and live for Jesus?  I can see the recruiting process 
for ministry now.  “Come serve God- you’ll feel alone, helpless, and abandoned.  But don’t worry; when 
you feel this way, you’ll have people whom you’re serving make you feel that you really are alone.  
Anyone interested?” 

You see, there are many motivations one can give to a person to continue to serve.  As we saw from 
week one, we can appeal to pride, to duty, to guilt, or to shame.  We can bribe people.  We can say to 
people how they are so much better than those who don’t serve.  We can say these are commands by 
God.  We can say God did so much for us and we should be more appreciative about serving God.  
However, these methods can only carry us so far.  More importantly,  

these sources of motivations are not of the gospel.  To solve this issue, I’m indebted to Pastor John 
Piper for his tremendously encouraging article entitled, “Brothers, Tell Them Not to Serve!”  

In his article, Piper refers to Mark 10:45: “For the Son of Man came not to be served, but to serve and to 
give his life as a ransom for many.”  This statement of Jesus is pivotal on two fronts.  First, it gives the 
believer the assurance that God does not need us to serve Him.  He is not a God served by human hands 
as if he needed anything (Acts 17:25).  He is not wringing his hands hoping someone will come to his 
rescue.  He doesn’t need it.  Second, it is comforting for the believer to know that Jesus came to save us 
and serve.  The Son of Man voluntarily and willingly laid his life on the cross to ransom us back to him.  
So what does this mean for us? 

John Piper refers to Jesus’ command that we cannot serve both God and money (Matt 6:24).  How does 
one serve money?  One doesn’t put it on a table and start singing to it or bowing down to it.  Rather, a 
person works hard in the hope that they may obtain the power and security that money (falsely) offers.  
In contrast, the Christian is to work hard in order to depend and rely on God in order to acquire the 
strength to be able to serve.  

In other words, our service leads us to depend on God’s power working in us.  We don’t serve God with 
our strength, but with the strength that God provides (1 Pet. 4:11).  For the Son of Man did not come to 
be served, but to serve.  He empowers His servants to do his work.  Turning to Jesus is not just for 
when we first accept Christ.  Turning to Jesus is a continual process of taking steps of faith.  For us, 
when we serve, we are called to continue to turn to Jesus- the founder and perfector of our faith.  Our 
dependence upon Jesus is not limited to washing away our sins, but continues throughout our lives as 
we live for God and serve Him.   

With this understanding, those who serve Jesus can find a tremendous source of strength and courage.  
God does not abandon us.  Nor does he tell us to do something and leave us to our best devices.  Rather, 
Jesus walks with us every step of the way.  May God strengthen you with a deep understanding of his 
inexhaustible strength as you continue to serve Him. 
 


