
From The Desk of Pastor Jeff 
Current series: Christian Service 
Part 2:  Service and delight 

Last  week,  we  discussed  the  various  motives  people  have  when  they  serve  and  how  the  motive  for  
Christian service is done out of a heart that is captured by the beauty and the grace that the Christian 
has  received  in  Christ.   It  is  not  done  to  earn  salvation;  rather,  it  is  done  out  of  a  heart  of  faith  and  
thanksgiving. This week, I’d like to continue to explore this idea by looking at the strength by which a 
Christian serves. 

Christian service differs than many other motives for serving in that the motivation to serve does not 
arise out of some external threat or force.  Nor is it done out of duty or even some “higher calling”.  

Consider the scenario of  a  husband who serves his  wife  because he felt  that  it  was his  duty.   In many 
ways if a husband only did things for his wife simply because he considered it his “job”, the husband’s 
value placed on his wife is actually diminished.  He would much rather be doing something else.  
However, if the husband served her because it is a joy and a delight for him to spend time with her, in 
his heart it demonstrates that this is more precious than anything else and thus elevates her value.  Now 
I want to recognize that objectively, God’s value and worth is not raised or lowered according to human 
standards.  However, subjectively the value of God to the individual does go up and down.  In the Bible, 
God is constantly calling people to the true worship of God that recognizes God’s value.  The subjective 
valuation of God must line up with the objective value.  

Hear the words of Micah:  

Oh that there were one among you who would shut the doors, that you might not kindle fire on my 
altar  in  vain!  I  have  no  pleasure  in  you,  says  the  LORD of  hosts,  and  I  will  not  accept  an  offering  
from  your  hand.   For  from  the  rising  of  the  sun  to  its  setting  my  name  will  be  great  among  the  
nations, and in every place incense will be offered to my name, and a pure offering. For my name will 
be great  among the nations,  says the LORD of  hosts…But you say,  ‘What a  weariness this  is,’  and 
you  snort  at  it,  says  the  LORD of  hosts.  You  bring  what  has  been  taken  by  violence  or  is  lame  or  
sick, and this you bring as your offering! Shall I accept that from your hand? says the LORD. (Mal 
1:10-13 ESV) 

The prophet rebukes the people for serving God with a heart of drudgery.  Their worship had been 
filled with half-hearted efforts.  This was visible in their offering of sick or lame animals and their heart 
attitude.   

This  thought  continues  in  the  New  Testament  where  the  apostle  Paul  writes,  “Rejoice  in  the  Lord  
always; again I will say, rejoice!”  (Phil. 4:4) 

In other words, we are commanded by God to delight in Him, not merely to serve Him. 

I want to pause here for a moment and address a concern.  Someone may say, “I’m serving already, and 
I’m  exhausted.   Isn’t  this  enough?   Doesn’t  God  see  I’m  exhausted?”   To  address  this  I’d  like  to  put  
forward a few considerations.   

1. You may  not  be  serving  in  the  place  that  God  has  gifted  you.   Not  everyone  is  called  to  be  a  
preacher or a teacher.  Not everyone is gifted in administration.  Each one of us has been given skills 
and talents to glorify God.  Each one of us has specific passions and callings that are unique (Rom. 12:4-
8).  Challenges may be a sign that you are not gifted in a specific area or that there are problems on an 
administrative level.  However, this is not always the case. Part of being in a church body is, through 
experiences in serving and the wisdom of others, learning what our spiritual gifts are (and aren’t).  

2. God may be using challenges to help you grow in perseverance and faith.   We  must  also  
recognize that God uses difficulties and challenges to shape us to reflect more of Christ’s character 
(Rom  8:28-29).   Serving  is  never  easy,  and  is  one  that  requires  faith  and  dependence  on  God  to  do  
things.  

How are we to discern whether we are to quit  or  persevere?  Fortunately,  we are not left  to our own 
devices to try and figure which is applicable for us.  God provides guidance through His Word and by 
his Spirit.  God additionally provides counsel from wise brothers and sisters to help us discern which is 
the case.  

Service is meant to be done with the strength of his power.  This is a comforting thought.  God does not 
need our service.  Rather, when we serve Him, we are meant to depend on his power and his strength. 

(More to come next week…) 


