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This past week I have been reflecting on service and the various ways I have understood what it means 
to serve God and serve other people. 

The Christian Mandate to Serve 

It will not come as a shock to many that Christians are called to serve. While Christian service is 
understood  to  be  part  of  what  it  means  to  be  a  Christian,  what  is  less  understood  is  why a Christian 
serves. The nature and the motivation for Christian service is very different than other forms of service. 
What  I  would  like  to  do  this  week  is  to  consider  the  various  motives  why  a  person  might  serve  and  
compare that with gospel centered service. 

Why People Serve 

Service from Fear- this form of service is not necessarily limited to physical violence or slavery. A 
simple fear of negative consequences or withholding of benefits is enough to motivate people to serve. 
Some fears may include getting fired, not getting a promotion or being humiliated. 

Service with Expectation of Benefits-This is the flip side to service from fear. This service has as its 
motive the calculation and expectation that there will be some benefit or reward for service. This benefit 
can include people's applause, thanksgiving, praise, or money. 

Service from Guilt- This form of service arises out of a sense of guilt or shame. This form of service is a 
form of trying to payback what is owed. There is a debt that is to be paid and this service rendered is to 
make things right. 

Service from Duty- In this motivation, it is simply enough for a person to serve because it is the right 
thing to do. A person may have a sense of moral duty and serve out of a sense of responsibility. 

Service from Pride- This seems contradictory, but it is possible for a person to serve as an outward 
demonstration  of  humility  or  piety.  This  can  lead  a  person  to  look  down  upon  those  who  are  not  as  
pious or responsible. 

 

Service from Loyalty- This service comes from a sense of loyalty to a person or a group of people. This 
service is related comes from an admiration or love or friendship. 

Gospel Centered Service 

As we can see there are many motivations for service, some good, some natural, and some not so good. 
Additionally, I'm sure there's many other reasons why a person can serve that are not included on this 
list. The question I would like to consider is the service that comes out of a deep understanding of the 
gospel. 

If I [Jesus] then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another's feet. For I 
have given you an example, that you also should do just as I have done to you. (John 13:14-15 ESV) 

The occasion of Jesus' statement is during the Last Supper- the night when Jesus is about to be betrayed 
and go to the cross. John the Apostle records that Jesus demonstrates the full extent of his love to his 
disciples practically by washing the feet of his disciples. This job was normally left for the lowest of 
slaves. Ancient roads were not known for cleanliness and we can imagine the things that the feet of first 
century Judean people had to trudge through. The irony was that Jesus- God who put on flesh, instead 
of claiming the highest position and had the expectation to be served, instead served his disciples. Later 
on that evening, he would be sentenced to death by a unjust court and crucified in the most humiliating 
and insulting way that humans could think of at the time. And yet He voluntarily went to this cross to 
serve save the same people who rebelled against Him. 

For the Christian, we not just given a command to serve. Nor are we just given a moral example in the 
teachings of  Jesus.  You see,  it's  not  just  about what Jesus taught,  it's  what he did.  We were given the 
gift  of  reconciliation through the work of  Christ.  He who knew no sin became sin so that  we could be 
reconciled  to  God.  When  a  person  is  captured  by  the  beauty  of  what  Christ  has  done,  it  leads  that  
person to want to live a life pleasing to God. A life that follows the call of the Master. Because we have 
been served we serve others. We will continue to examine this issue in the next several weeks. 

 


