
From The Desk of Pastor Jeff  
Current series: Grace Quenchers 
 
Over the next few weeks I’ll be covering a topic that has been brewing in my mind for the past few years 
or  so.   When  I  say  “Grace  Quenchers”  I  am  referring  to  particular  heart  attitudes  that  diminish  a  
person’s ability to understand the gospel.  It is a position of a person’s soul that prevents the individual 
from being able to stand in awe at the beauty of the gospel and the atoning work of Christ. The point of 
this exercise is not to make the next few weeks simply about pointing out particular sins (although that 
is part of it).  The purpose of pointing out particular sins is so that we may be able to see the person and 
work of Jesus as valuable and as precious as it deserves to be seen.  When sin is seen as ugly, the gospel 
becomes more beautiful. 
 
Grace Quencher 1: Entitlement 
Entitlement takes place in many forms.  In its proper form it is a position or an honor or privilege given 
by someone who has authority to confer it upon someone.  For example, if the Queen of England grants 
the title of knighthood to someone it is completely legitimate because it is the prerogative of the British 
government to give that title to whomever the government chooses.  However, as with any sin, the 
problem is when the sinful nature takes something that is good and uses it for an unintended purpose.  
The sinful form of entitlement is when people who have no right to a position or an honor claim it for 
themself. To see this in others is one thing, to see this in oneself is another.  The deceptiveness of this 
sin is  that  while  it  is  clear  to everyone else,  that  this  person has a  sense of  entitlement,  it  may not be 
clear to the person who has it. 
 
How does entitlement play itself out?  How do we recognize it? As we said earlier, entitlement is not sin 
provided it is an honor given by someone in a position to give it.  God gives this to certain people- i.e. 
those in sovereign positions of authority such as parents, church leaders and government officials (Rom 
13:7).  However, it is not for their own personal benefit or own pleasure, but in order to be a reflection 
of Christ (Matt 20:25-27).  The problem is when honor and privilege is taken by someone to whom it 
was not given.  With other people, it is a disproportionate sense of importance from others.  When this 
happens, a person takes one’s own priorities and one’s own preferences and puts them before others.  
This sort of attitude however is not limited toward other people.  We often have this attitude with God 
as well.  It appears in the times when we question God’s goodness and accuse him of incompetency or 
evil when things don’t go our way.  It appears when there’s a command that God gives that contradicts 
our preferences. 
 
As we examine the seriousness of entitlement, one would expect that the Bible would have something to 
say about it. However, while the Bible doesn’t actually use the word itself, the scriptures use another 
word to capture this idea- pride. 1 Peter 5:5 the Apostle writes, “God opposes the proud, but gives grace 
to  the  humble.”   The  context  is  with  regards  to  younger  church  members  being  submitted  to  the  
authority of the elders, but the seriousness of the statement is palpable.  If you are proud, God opposes 
you.  God will actively stand in your way and not allow you to get away with it.  In God’s mercy for us, 
He does not allow us to continue down this path.  There will be strife and conflict in your relationships 
or there will be a separation and brokenness in your relationship with God. 
 
Why is this so serious?  Why would God actively oppose you?  There are three reasons.  
 
1. It is rebellion.   God  is  the  sovereign  ruler  of  the  universe.   He  owes  us  nothing.   We  owe  him  
everything.  Entitlement says, “God owes me XY and Z and if He does not I will withhold my worship.”  
It is rebellion.   
2. It is idolatry.  A sense of entitlement reflects disproportionate view of our relationship with God.  
This disproportionate view of God makes God the worshipper and the human the object of worship.   
3. You will miss the gospel.  When a person thinks that they are saved simply because God owes it to 
them, they miss the preciousness of the gift that has been given to them.  God sent His Son to die on the 
cross when the only thing we had to offer God was our sin.  When I was a child, I had a Sunday school 
teacher who said he would buy our class pizza.  Every week after that, I reminded him that he owed us 
pizza.  He corrected me every week by saying he doesn’t owe us pizza.  The point that I remember from 
that incident was this: we miss the gift if we think we are owed something. 
 
Practically what are we to do?  First, James calls us to repent (James 4:4-10).  To repent means to 
change what we think, change our heart attitude and change our actions.  Second, we are to learn how 
to take correction (Prv. 9:8-9).  God allows people in our lives to speak truth to us.  Lastly, we are to 
remember the gospel and the precious gift that has been given to us (Phil 2:1-13).  May the gospel so 
continue to capture you with awe and wonder that there would be no room for an attitude of entitlement. 


