
From The Desk of Pastor Jeff  
Short-Term Missions 2012 (Part 1) 

For the next few weeks we’ll be sending updates to the church about how things are going with this year’s mission team.  As 
you  may  or  may  not  know,  this  year  we’re  sending  two  teams  out  to  East  Asia.   In  today’s  update,  I’d  like  to  answer  one  
question: what is the purpose of our short-term mission trip? 

Short-term missions have gotten a lot of flak these days.  To be honest, much of this criticism is fair and well thought.  One 
recent blog on gospelcoalition.org put it like this: imagine if a team from a foreign country comes in to our church and wants to 
do a VBS program in addition to one our church has already been doing.  However, only two people on the team speak English.  
Additionally, on their day off, they would like you to take their team out to the sights in New York.  Also half the time while 
they  are  here  the  team  will  be  working  on  their  team  issues.  During  the  other  half  of  their  time  with  us  some  of  the  team  
members will be doing their best to get over sickness.  Sound appealing to you?  If this is the portrayal of short-term missions, 
why still go?  

This is a fair question, and churches should continually ask and assess whether a trip helps or hurts the work of the kingdom.  
If done right, a short-term mission team can be a benefit for both those who go and the local ministries.  If done wrong, these 
trips could have detrimental effects. 

As for our team this summer, we do our best to train and prepare the team for the difficulties of a short-term trip and these 
criticisms are continually in the back of my mind as I lead this team.  Our purpose for this trip is threefold: 1) to come alongside 
and be an encouragement to the local ministries in training and fellowship, 2) to partner with the local ministries in the work of 
evangelism, 3) to give an opportunity for short-term travelers to experience cross-cultural Christianity.  Our vehicle to do this 
work is by fulfilling a need that students overseas have, namely English language skills.   

The first goal requires communication with local communities to hear what their needs are.  One of the things that we are 
doing  differently  this  year  is  having  our  missions  training  program in  Taiwan.   Through  this,  we  hope  to  assist  in  training  
local  volunteers  in  Taiwan  to  do  the  work  of  ministry.   We  also  hope  fellowship  with  them  and  be  mutually  encouraged  
through sharing each other’s experiences of Christ. 

With regard to the second goal, we seek to partner with local ministries to connect students whom we reach with ministries 
that can do the long-term work of discipleship. Our goal is not to have a list of converts at the end of this trip.  Our hope is that 
God would move in a way that disciples would be raised.  This requires both an introduction to the gospel through short-term 
workers as well as the patient cultivation of long-term ministers. 

Last, we are hoping for blessings for team members from the States.  I do not mean that our desire is to promote selfishness or 
that a mission trip is a glorified vacation.  Mission trips can help galvanize people to have a bigger understanding of God.  It 
can  challenge  people  to  see  that  we  are  to  live  for  a  bigger  purpose-  God’s  kingdom and  His  glory.   Our  hope  is  that  when  
people go they will grow in seeing God as more glorious than they could have imagined and challenge them to live a lifestyle of 
worship.   

While our goals and intentions may be good,  we recognize that we are all  sinful.  A team can still  be selfish and seek its  own 
benefit, people can just play and have a good time.  People can come back with a wrong understanding of missions and be just 
as self-centered and greedy as before. Unless the Holy Spirit works in us and in our time on this trip, we will be wasting our 
time. 

It is to the gospel that we turn.  My prayer is that our team (and GCC) would not for a moment think that we are doing God a 
favor or that we don’t  depend on Him when we serve him.  At the heart of  the gospel  is  that WE NEED HIM.  One of  the 
things we must realize as sinners is that even on our best days our actions are still tainted with sin.  We have nothing to offer 
God.   This  should  humble  us.  We have  nothing  to  manipulate  God  with  or  to  force  Him to  do  something  for  us.   The  only  
thing we can do is to fall upon God’s mercy.  The amazing thing is that we see the mercy in the good news of the gospel.  Tim 
Keller put it  like this:  we are worse than we ever could have feared,  but loved more than we ever could have hoped.   At the 
cross, we receive forgiveness where Christ received the wrath we deserve.  Because Christ was forsaken, we now have 
reconciliation with God and the knowledge that we will never be forsaken.  This knowledge this leads us to a powerful and yet 
freeing truth- we can humbly ask God to do something supernatural in our lives as well as the lives of those we interact with 
on this trip. 

Please join with me in praying for the mission team in the next few weeks.  Your prayers are eagerly desired.  Pray that God 
would allow these three goals to be achieved.  Please also pray that the team would hold on to the gospel as they hold it out to 
others.  Thank you for your support and encouragement.  I will be updating GCC as the weeks go by. 

 


