
From The Desk of Pastor Jeff  
     For the past few weeks, we’ve been discussing the need for what I call a “theology for the layman”.  That is, to consider how 
people who are not in ministry occupations supposed to understand what we do after Sunday service from Monday through 
Saturday.  This question gets at the heart of what it means to be a Christian.  Followers of Christ understand themselves as 
Christ’s disciples rather than church spectators, and if this is the case, what we do day to day matters.  Last week we discussed 
how the idea of a divide between secular and sacred came about.  This week we will discuss the biblical understanding of our 
day-to-day activities. 
 
     To understand how we are to think about the way my faith intersects with my job,  or taking care of  a baby,  or studying 
mechanical engineering, it is helpful to look at the beginning- the book of Genesis.  The reason for this is that at the heart of 
Christianity is the notion of design.  God had intent in forming the universe.  God had purpose in creating each and every one 
of us.  Put very simply, the question we want to ask is: What was God’s purpose in making us? 
 
     If  we  were  to  look  in  Genesis  we  see  God  forming  the  heavens,  the  earth,  the  stars,  the  oceans,  vegetation,  and  lastly  
humanity.  In all the things God formed, God declared that it is good (the exception being that man was alone).  After God 
creates Adam, he gives him the charge to rule over creation.  He is to subdue it and have dominion over it (Gen 1:28).  In other 
words Adam is to have control over creation.  This is seen as Adam names the creatures and is authorized to eat the fruit of the 
garden.  As a creature created in God’s image, Adam was meant to be God’s representative and rule as God would rule over 
creation.  God also tasked Adam to care for the garden (2:15).  These commands are what theologians call “the cultural 
mandate”.   Humanity  is  given  the  task  to  care  for  and  use  the  created  world  in  a  way  that  humanity  and  creation  would  
flourish.   In  the  same  way  we  today  create,  study,  work  to  advance  good.   Man’s  ability  to  do  this  is  a  reflection  of  God’s  
creativeness. 
 
     However, a shift happens in Chapter 3 of Genesis.  The serpent enters the scene and Adam and Eve fall into the power of 
sin.  The relationship with God is broken and image of God that we are meant to reflect is marred.  Sin is present now in the 
human race.  Because sin has now twisted humanity’s nature, the cultural mandate given by God has too been corrupted and 
twisted.  As a result of the fall, God curses Adam and Eve and one of the curses is that productivity would come through sweat 
and toil  (Gen.  3:17-19).   As we continue through the Bible we eventually come to Christ.   He is  what Paul calls  the second 
Adam (1 Cor. 15:45).  In Christ, by grace, all who place their faith in him are restored into a right relationship with God.   
 
     However, although believers have been saved from the consequences of sin, we still live in a fallen world.  We still deal with 
a creation that is fallen and where the effects of a twisted sinful nature are still visible in how we interact with one another and 
to created things. While the Christian has the hope of Christ’s return and is saved from the punishment of sin, we still wrestle 
with the power of sin and look forward to the day when we will be set free from the presence of sin.  The book of Revelation 
speaks about how one day, God will bring a new created order where God rules and his people are free from sin’s power.   
 
     What does this mean for the church member who works a 9-5 job, the mother who cares for their children at home, and the 
student who is studying for exams?  It means that as creatures bearing God’s image, we are to live with the understanding 
that God has created us with the purpose of bringing himself glory.  Additionally, work is not a result of the fall, but is instead 
a part of the cultural mandate given to Adam from the outset.  When we work or nurture, or study to create and provide, that 
is a reflection of God’s image.   
 
     However,  the  fall  resulted  in  the  twisting  of  the  cultural  mandate.   Instead  of  using  work  for  God’s  glory,  we  use  it  to  
satisfy our sinful desires.  Our identity and self-worth becomes tied into our work.  We see greed, the exploitation of people 
and resources, and injustice.  Products made are now exalted to be the source of our ultimate comfort and joy.  Instead of 
worshipping the creator, we worship created things.   
 
     In  all  this,  we  must  be  careful  to  understand  that  Christ  did  not  come  to  redeem work  itself.  It  is  for  sinful  people  that  
Christ  came to die.    He came to redeem people who worshipped created things and turn them to worship God.  However,  
Christ’s redemption of the believer will inevitably affect how we live our lives from Monday through Saturday.  Next week, we 
will examine how the believer is to live in this new redeemed life.   
 


